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PREFACE. 

It is not my intention to detain the 
reader by expatiating on the variety, 
or the importance of the fubjed, which 
I have undertaken to treat ; fince the 
merit of the choice would ferve to render 
the weaknefs of the execution ftill more 
apparent , and ftill lefs excufable. But as 
I have prefumed to lay before the Public 
a firft volume only 1 of the Hiftory of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
it will perhaps be expeded that I should 
explain , in a few words , the nature and 
limits of my general plan. 

The memorable feries of revolutions, 
which , in the courfe of about thirteen 
centuries, gradually undermined, and 
at length deftroyed , the folid fabric of 
Roman g®«atnefs , may, with fomepror 
priety , be divided into the three fol- 
lowing periods. 

* The firft volume of the quarto , is now contained in 
|he two full ■ volumes of thj> odtavo , edition. 


IV 


P R E F A C E. 


I. The firlt of thefe periods may be 
traced from the age of Trajan and the^ 
Antonines, when the Roman monarchy, 
having attained its full ftrength and ma- 
turity, began to verge towards its de- 
cline ; and will extend to the fubverfion 
of the Wefterri Empire , by the barbarians 
of Germany and Scythia, the rude an- 
ceftors of the moft polished nations of mo- 
dern Europe. This extraordinary revolu- 
tion, which fubje&ed Rome to the power 
of a Gothic conqueror, was completed 
about the beginning of the fixth century. 

II. The fecond period of the Decline 
and Fall of Rome , may be fuppofed to 
commence with the reign of Jullinian, 
who by his laws, as well as by his vi£lories, 
rellored a tranfient fplendour to the 
Pattern Empire. It will comprehend the 
invafion of Italy by the Lombards ; the 
conqueft of the Afiatic and African 
provinces by the Arabs , who embraced 
The religion of Mahomet; the revolt of 
the Roman people againft the feebld 
princes of Conftantinople ; and the 
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elevation of Charlemagne , who , in the 
year eight hundred , eftablished the 
fecond , or German Empire of the Weft. 

. III. The laft and longeft of thefe periods 
includes about fix centuries and a half ; 
from the revival of the Weftern Empire , 
till the taking of Conftandnople by the 
.Turks, and the extinction of a degenerate 
race of princes, who continued to alfume 
the titles of Caefar and Auguftus , after 
their dominions were contracted to the 
limits of a fingle city; in which the 
language , as well as manners , of the 
ancient Romans, had been long fince 
forgotten. The writer who should 
undertake to relate the events of this 
period , would find himfelf obliged to 
enter into the general hiftory of the 
Crufades , as far as they contributed to 
the ruin of the Greek Empire; and he 
would fcarcely be able to reftrain his 
curiofity from making fome inquiry into 
the ftate of the city of Rome , during the 
darknefs and confufionofthe middle ages., 
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vi PREFACE. 

As I have ventured , perhaps too 
haftily , to commit to the prefs , .a work 
which , in every fenfe of the word , 
deferves the epithet of imperfedt, I con- 
fider myfelf as contracting an engagement 
to finish , moft probably in a fecond 
volume 1 , the firft of thefe memorable 
periods ; and to deliver to the Public, 
the complete hiftory of the Decline and 
Fall of Rome , from the age of the An- 
tonines , to the fubverfion of the Weftern 
Empire. With regard to the fubfequent 
periods , though I may entertain fome- 
hopes , I dare not prefume to give any 
alfurances. The execution of the extenfive 
plan which I have defcribed, would con- 
nect the ancient and modern hiftory of the 
world ; but it would require many years 
of health of leifure and of perfeverance. 

Bentinck .Street 
February i , 177 6 . 

* The Author, as it frequently happens, took an inade- 
quate meafure of his growing work. The remainder of the 
firft period has filled two volumes in quarto, the four laft 
volumes of this o&avo edition. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

D ILIGENCE and accuracy are the only 
merits which an hiftorical writer may afcribe to 
himfelf; if any merit indeed can be affumed from 
the performance of an indifpenfable duty. I may 
therefore be allowed to fay , that I have carefully 
examined all the original materials that could 
illuftrate the fubjetft which I had undertaken to 
treat. Should-- I ever complete the extenfive 
defign which has been fketched out in the Preface, 
I might perhaps conclude it with a critical account 
of the authors confulted during the progrefs of 
the whole work; and however fuch an attempt 
might incur the cenfure of ofteritation , I am 
perfuaded , that it would be fufceptible of enter- 
tainment as well as information. 

At prefent I fhall content myfelf with a fingle 
obfervation. The Biographers, who, under the 
reigns of Diocletian and Conftantine, coapofed, 
or rather compiled , the lives of the Emperors , 
from Hadrian to the fons of Carus , are ufually 
mentioned under the names of ./Elius Spartianus, 
Julius Capitolinus , iElius Lampridius , Vulcatius 
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Gallicanus, Trebellius Pollio , and Flavius Vopif- 
cus. But there is fo much perplexity in the titles 
of the MSS.; and fo many difputes have arifen 
among the critics ( fee Fabricius , Biblioth. Latin. 
1 iii,_ c, 6. ) concerning their number , their names, 
and their refpedive property , that for the moft 
part I have quoted them •without diftindion , 
under the general and well-known title of the 
jtuguftan Hijiory, 


• • ■ > i - • i • 
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O F T H E 

DECLINE AND FALL 
OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

CHAP. I. 

The Extent and Military Force of the Empire in the Age 
of the Antonines. 

In the fecond century of the Chriftian iEra, the chap. 
empire of Rome comprehended the faireft part of i. 
the earth , and the moll civilized portion of introduc. 
mankind. The frontiers of that extenfive Monarchy tIon • 
were guarded by ancient renown and.difciplined 
valour. The gentle , but powerful influence of 
laws and manners had gradually cemented the union 
of the provinces. Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed 
and abufed the advantages of wealth and luxury. 

The image of a free conflitution was preferved with 
decent reverence : The Roman fenate appeared to 
poflefs the fovereign authority , and devolved on 
the emperors all the executive powers of govern- 
ment. During a happy period of more than fourfcore a. d. 9 &, 
Vol. I. A —‘ So - 
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years, the public adminiftration was conducted by 
the virtue and abilities of Nerva , Trajan /Hadrian , 
and the two Antonines. It is the delign of this , 
and of the two fucceeding chapters, to deferibe 
the profperous condition of their empire ; and 
afterwards, from the death of Marcus Antoninus, 
to deduce the mofl important circumfhmces of its 
decline and fall ; a revolution which wili ever be re- 
membered, and is Hill felt by the nations of the earth. 

The principal conquefts of the Romans were 
ateftieved under the republic; and the emperors, 
for the mod part, were fatisfied with preferving 
thofe dominions which had been acquired by the 
policy of the fenate , the active emulation of the 
confuls,' and the martial enthufiafm of the people. 
The feven firll centuries were filled with a rapid 
fucceffion of triumphs; but it was referved for 
Auguftus, to relinquifh the ambitious defign of 
fubduing the whole earth, and to introduce a fpirit 
of moderation into the public councils. Inclined to 
peace by his temper and fituation, it was eafy for 
him to difeover , that Rome ,in her prefent exalted 
fituation , had much lefs to hope than to fear from 
the chance of arms; and that, in the profecution 
of remote wars , the undertaking became everyday 
more difficult ■, the event more doubtful, and the 
poifeffion more precarious, and lefs beneficial. The 
experience of Auguftus added weight to thefe 
falutary reflections , and effectually convinced him , 
that, by the prudent vigour of his counfels, it 
would be eafy to fecure every conccflion , which 
the fafety or the dignity of Rome might require 
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from the mod formidable Barbarians. Indead of c h a p* 
expofing his perfon and his legions to the arrows i* 
of the Parthians , he obtained , by an honourable 
treaty, the reditu tion of the dandards and prifoners 
which had been taken in the defeat of Crafllis '. 

His generals , in the early part of his reign , 

Attempted the reduction of ./Ethiopia and Arabia 
Felix. They marched near a thotifand miles to the 
fouth of the tropic ; but the heat of the climate foort 
repelled the invaders , and proteded the umVarlike 
natives of thofe fequedered regions *. The northern 
countries of Europe fcarcely deferved the expence 
and labour of conqued. The foreds and moraffes 
of Germany were filled with a hardy race of 
barbarians , who defpifed life when it was feparated 
from freedom; and though, on the fird attack, 
they feemed to yield to the weight of the Roman 
power, they foon, by a fignal ad of defpair, 
regained their independence , and reminded Au- 
gudus of the viciditude of fortune ’. On the death 
of that emperor, his tedament was publitly read 
in the fenate. He bequeathed , as a valuable legacy 
to his fucceffors , the advice of confining the empire 
within thofe limits, which Nature feemed to have 
placed as its permanent bulwarks.and boundaries; 
on the wed the Atlantic ocean ; the Rhine and 
Danube on the north; the Euphrates on the ead } 
and towards the fouth, thefandy defarts of Arabia 
and Africa 4 . 

Happily for the repofe of mankind , the moderate imitated i> y 
fydem recommended by the wifdom of Augudus, ^ luiccl ' 
was adopted by the fears anti yicas of his immediate 
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Britain was 
the Aril 
exception 
to it. 


fucceflfors. Engaged in the purfuit of pleafure, of 
in the exercife of tyranny , the firfl Caefars feldom 
fhewed themfelves to the armies, or to the provinces ; 
nor were they difpofed to fuffer, that thofe triumphs 
which their indolence negledled, fhould be ufurped 
by the conduct and valour of their lieutenants. 
The military fame of a fubjedt was confidered as ail 
infolent inVafion of the imperial prerogative; and 
it became the duty, as well as intereft , of every 
Roman general , to guard the frontiers intrufted to 
his care , without afpiringto conquefts which might 
have proved no lefs fatal to himfelf than to the 
vanquifhed barbarians ’. 

The only accelfion which the Roman empire 
received , during the firfl century of the Chriflian 
iEra , was the province of Britain. In this fingle 
inflance the fucceffors of Cael'ar and Auguflus 
were perfuaded to follow the example of the 
former, rather than the precept of the latter. T he 
proximity of its fituation to the coall of Gaul 
feemed to invite their arms ; the pleafing , though 
doubtful intelligence of a pearl fifhery, attra&ed 
their avarice * ; and as Britain was viewed in the 
light of a diftindl and infulated world, the con- 
quefl fcarcely formed any exception to the general 
fyftem of continental meafures. After a war of 
about forty years , undertaken by the mod 
ftupid 7 , maintained by the mod diffolute , and 
terminated by the moll timid of all the emperors , 
the far greater part of the ifland fubmitted to the 
Roman yoke *. The various tribes of Britons 
polfefled valour without conduit, and the love. 
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of freedom without the fpiritof union. They took chap. 
up arms wit'll favage fiercenefs ; they laid them r. 
down, or turned them againft each other with 
wild inconftancy; and while they fought fingly, 
they were fucceftively fubdued. Neither the forti- 
tude of Cara&acus , nor the defpair of Boadicea , 
nor the fanaticifm of the Druids, could avert the 
flavery of their country, or refill the Heady progrefs 
of the Imperial generals, who maintained the 
national glory, when the throne was difgraced by 
the weakell, or the mofl vicious of mankind. At the 
very time when Domitian, confined to his palace, 
felt the terrors which he infpired ; his legions, under 
the command of the virtuous Agricola, defeated 
the collected force of the Caledonians at the foot of 
the Grampain hills; and his fleets, venturing to 
explore an unknown and dangerous navigation, 
difplayed the Roman arms round every part of the 
ifland. The conqueft of Britain wasconfidered as 
already atchieved ; and it was the dcfign of Agricola 
to complete and enfure his fuccefs by the eafy 
reduction of Ireland , for which , in his opinion , 
one legion and a few auxiliaries were fufficient \ 

The wellern if!e might be improved into a valu ible 
polTellion , and the Britons would wear their chains 
with the lefs rehnflance, if the profpedland example 
of freedom was on every fide removed from before 
their eyes. 

But the fuperior merit of Agricola foon occa- 
fioned his removal from the government of Britain ; 
and for ever difappointed this rational, though 
extenfive feheme of conqueft. Before his departure, 
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the prudent general had provided for fecurity as 
well as for dominion. He had obferved , that the 
jfland is almolt divided into two unequal parts by 
the oppofite gulfs, or, as thev are now called, 
the Friths of Scotland. Acrofs the narrow interval 
of about forty miles , he had drawn a line of mili- 
tary Rations, which was afterwards fortified in the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, by a turf rampart erected 
on foundations of Rone 1 ’ This wall of Antoninus, 
at a fmall diRance beyond the modern cities of 
Edinburgh andGlafgow, was fixed as the limit of 
the Roman province. 1 he native Caledonians pre- 
ferved in the northern extremity of theifland their 
wild independence, for which they were not lefs 
indebted to their poverty than to their valour. 
Their incurfions were frequently repelled and chaR 
tifed ; but their country was never fubdued 1 he 
maRers of the faireR and moR wealthy climates 
of the globe, turned with contempt from gloomy 
hills affailed by the winter tempeR , from lakes 
concealed in a blue mill, and from cold and lonely 
heaths, over which the deer of the foreR were 
chafed by a troop of naked barbarians 
Such was. the Rate of the Roman frontiers, and 
fuch the maxims of Imperial policy from die dcadt 
of AuguRus to the acceflion of Trajan. That 
virtuous and adtive prince had received the educa- 
tion of a foldier, and poffeffed the talents of a 
general”. The peaceful fyRem of his predeceRors 
was interrupted by fcenes of war and conqueRj 
?nd the legions, after a long interval, beheld a 
military emperor at their head. The firR exploits 
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of Trajan were againd the Dacians, the mod chap. 
warlike of men , who dwelt beyond the Danube, j, 
and who, during the reign ofDomitian , had infult- 
ed with impunity the Majedy of Rome I4 . To the 
ftvcngth and fiercenefs of barbarians, they added 
a contempt for life, which was derived from a 
warm perfuafion of the immortality and tranfmigra- 
tion of the foul 15 . Decebalus, the Dacian Kinj>:, 
approved himfelf a rival notunworthy of Trajan; 
nor did he defpair of his own and the public fortune, 
till, by the confeffion of his enemies, he had 
exhaulted every refource both of valour and 
policy 14 . This memorable war , with a very fhort 
fufpenfion of hodilities - , laHed five years ; and as 
the emperor could exert, without controul , the 
whole force of the date, it was terminated by an 
abfolute fubmifTion of the barbarians”. The new 
province ofDacia, which formed a fecond exception 
to the precept of Augudus, was about thirteen* 
hundred miles in circumference. Its natural boun- 
daries were theNieder, the Tevfs , or Tibifcus, > 

the Lower Danube, and the Euxine Sea. The 
velliges of a military road may dill be traced from 
the banks of the Danube to the neighbourhood of 
Bender, a place famous in modern hidory, and 
the actual frontier of the Turkifh and Ruffian 
empires 

Trajan was ambitious of fame; and as long as Conquer 
mankind ffiall continue to beftow more liberal ° n 
applaufe on their dedroyers than on their benefac- 
tors, the third of military glory will ever be the 
vice of the mod exalted characters- The praifes of 
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chap. Alexander, tranfmitted by a fucceflion of poets 
and hiftorians , had kindled a dangerous emulation 
in the mind of Trajan. Like him the Roman emperor 
undertook an expedition againft the nations of the. 
cafl: , but he lamented withafigh, that his advanced . 
age fcarcely left him any hopes of equalling the 
renown of the fon of Philip 1 *. Yet the fuccefs of 
Trajan , however tranfient, was rapid and fpecious. 
The degenerate Parthians , broken by inteftine 
difcord , fled before his arms. He defcended the 
river Tigris in triumph , from the mountains of 
Armenia to the Perfian gulph. He enjoyed the 
honour of being the firft, as he was the laft, of 
the Roman generals , who ever navigated that 
remote fea. His fleets ravaged the coafts of A{abia ; 
and Trajan- yainly flattered himfelf that he was 
approaching towards the confines of India 1 *. Every 
day the aftonifhed fenate received the intelligence 
of new names and new nations, that acknow- 
ledged his fway. They were informed that the 
kings of Bofphorus , Colchos, Iberia, Albania, 
Ofrhoene , and even the Parthian monarch himfelf, 
had accepted their diadems from the hands of the 
emperor ; that the independent tribes of the Median 
and Carduchian hills had implored his prote&ion ; 
and that the rich countries of Armenia , Mefopota- 
mia , and Aflyria, were reduced into the ftate of 
provinces ”. But the death of Trajan foon clouded 
the .fplendid profpedt ; and it was juftlv to fie 
dreaded , thatfo many diffant nations would throw 
off the unaccuflomed yoke, when they were no 
longer reflrained by the powerful hand which had 
imnofed it. 
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It was an ancient tradition , that when the Ca- c H a f. 
pitol was founded by one of the Roman kings , I. 
the eod Terminus (who prefided over boundaries,, 

° r i 1 , . . 'liis lueceflor 

and was reprefcnted according to the ialhion or Hadrian, 
that age by* a large Hone) alone, among all the 
inferior deities, refufed to yield his place to Jupiter 
himfelf. A favourable inference was drawn from 
his obltinacy, which was interpreted by the augurs, 
as a fure prefage that the boundaries of the Roman 
power would never recede **. During many ages, 
the prediction, as it is ufijal, contributed to its own 
accomplifliment. But though Terminus had refilled 
the majefty of Jupiter, he fubmitted to the autho- 
rity of the emperor Hadrian The refignation 
of all the ealtern conquefts of Trajan was the firlt 
meafure of his reign. He reltorcd to the Parthian* 
the eledion of an independentSovcrcign, withdrew 
the Roman garrifons from the provinces of Armenia, 
Mefopotamia, and Alfyria, and, incompliance 
with the precept of Augultus, once more eftabliflied 
the Euphrates as the frontier of the empire’ 4 . Cen- 
fure, which arraigns the public aCtions and the 
private motives of princes, has afcribed to envy, a 
conduCt, which mieht be attributed to the prudence 
and moderation of Hadrian. The various character 


of that emperor, capable, by turns, of the meaneft 
and the molt generous fentiments, may afford fome 
colour to the fufpicion. It was, however, fcarcely 
in his power to place the fuperiority of his prede- 
celfor in a more confpicuous light, than bv thus 
confefling himfelf unequal to the talk of defending 
the conquefts of Trajan. 


Digitized by Google 


CHAP. 

I. 

Contrail of 
Hadrian and, 
Antoninus 
Pius. 


Pacific fyr. 
tem of Ha- 
drian and the 
two Antoni- 
nes. 


xo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The martial and ambitious fpirit of Trajan, form- 
ed a very Angular contrail with the moderation 
of his fucceflor. TherefUefs activity of Hadrian 
was not lefs remarkable, when compared with the 
gentle repofe of Antoninus Pius. 1 be life of the 
former was almoft a perpetual journey ; and as he 
pofiefTed the various talents of the foldier, the 
ftatefman, and the fcholar, he gratified hiscurioAty 
in the difcharge of his duty. Carelefs of the differ- 
ence of feafons and of climates , he marched on 
foot, and bare-headed, over the fnows of Cale- 
donia, and the fultry plains of the Upper Egypt; 
nor was there a province of the empire, which, 
in the courfe of his reign , was not honoured with 
the prefence of the monarch *\ But the tranquil 
life of Antoninus 'Pius was fpent in the bofom of 
Italy; and, during the twenty-three years that he 
directed the public adminiftration , the longeft 
journies of that amiable prince extended no farther 
than from his palace in Rome, to the retirement 
of his Lanuvian Villa 1 *. 

Notwithflanding this difference in their perfonal 
condudt, the general fyftem of Auguftus was equally 
adopted and uniformly purfued by Hadrian and by 
the two Antonines. They perAfted in the deAgn 
of maintaining the dignity of the empire , without 
attempting to enlarge its limits. By every honour- 
able expedient they invited the friendlhip of the 
barbarians; and endeavoured to convince mankind, 
that the Roman power, raifed above the temptation 
of conquefl, was adluated only by the love of 
order and juflice. During a long period of forty- 


.Digitized by G n ogte . 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, it 


three years their virtuous labours were crowned chap. 
v/ith fuccefs ; and if we except a few flight hofti-. j, 
lities that ferved to exercife the legions of the 
frontier, the reigns of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius 
offer the fair profpe<ft of univerfal peace The 
Roman name was revered among the moll remote 
nations of the earth. The fierceft barbarians fre- 


quently fubmitted their differences to the arbitration 
of the emperor ; and we are informed by a contem- 
porary hiflorian , that he had feen ambaffadors who 
were refufed the honour which they came to folicit , 
of being admitted into the rank of fubjects”. 

The terror of the Roman arms added weight and Dtfenf b'* 
dignity to the moderation of the emperors. They ilarcus 
p refer ved peace by a conftant preparation for war ; Antoninus, 
and while juftice regulated their conduct , they 
announced to the nations on their confines, that 
they were as little difpofed to endure, as to offer 
an injury. The military flrength , which it had 
been fufficient for Hadrian and the elder Antoninus 
todifplay, was exerted againft the Parthians and 
the Germans by the emperor Marcus. The hofti- 
lities of the barbarians provoked the refentmentof 
that philofophic monarch , and, in the profecution^ 
of a juft defence , Marcus and his generals obtained 
many fignal victories , both on the Euphrates, and 
on the Danube”. The military eRablifhment of 
the Roman empire, which thus affured either its 


tranquillity or fuccefs, will now become the pro- 
per and important object of our attention. Military t a%- 

Jn the purer ages of the commonwealth, theufe biishmmt of 
of arms was referved for thofe ranks of citizens the Romin 

emperors. 


* 
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■who had a country to love , a property to defend , 
and fome fhare in enacting tbcfe laws , which it 
was their intereft, as well as duty, to maintain. 
But in proportion as the public freedom was loft 
in extent of conqueft , war was gradually improved 
into an art, and degraded into a trade 5 *. The 
legions themfelves , even at the time when they 
were recruited in the moft diftant provinces , were 
fuppofed to confift of Roman citizens. That dif- 
tincftion was generally confidered , either as a legal 
qualification , or as a proper recompence for the 
foldier; but a more ferious regard was paid to the 
effential merit of age , ftrength , and military 
ftature In all levies, a juft preference was given 
to the climates of the North over thofe of the 
South : the race of men born to the exercife of 
arms, was fought for in the country rather than 
in cities; and it was very reafonably prefumed, 
that the hardy occupations of fmiths , carpenters, 
and huntfmen , would fupply more vigour and 
refolution , than the fedentary trades which are 
employed in the fervice of luxury **. After every 
qualification of property had been laid afide , the 
armies of the Roman emperors were Dill com- 
manded, for the moft part, by officers of a liberal 
birth and education ; but the common foldiers, 
like the mercenary troops of modern Europe , were 
drawn from the meaneft , and very frequently 
from the moft profligate , of mankind. 

That public virtue which among the ancients 
was denominated patriotifm , is derived from a 
ftrong fenfe of our own intereft in the prefervation 
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and profperity of the free government of which chap. 
we are members. Such a fentiment , which f^d l, 
rendered the legions of the republic almoft 
invincible, could make but a very feeble imprefEon 
on the mercenary fervants of a defpotic prince, and 
it became necelfary to fupply that defed by other 
motives, of a different , but notlefs forcible nature; 
honour and religion. The peafant, or mechanic, 
imbibed the ufeful prejudice that he was advanced 
to the more dignified profeflion of arms, in which 
his rank and reputation would depend on his own 
valour : and that , although the prowefs of a pri- 
vate foldier muff often efcapc the notice of fame, 
his own behaviour might fonjetimes confer glory 
or difgrace on the company , the legion , or even 
the army , to whofe honours he was affociated. On 
his firft entrance into the fervice , an oath was 
adminiftered to him , with every circtimftance of 
folemnity. He promifed never to defert his ftan- 
' dard, to fubmit his own will to the commands of his 
leaders , and to facrifice his life for thefafety of the em- 
perorand the empire 11 . The attachment of the Roman 
troops to their ftandards , was infpired by the united 
influence ofreligionand of honour. The golden eagle, 
which glittered in the front of the legion , was the ob- 
jed of their fondeft devotion ; nor was it efteemed lefs 
impious, than it was ignominious, to abandon that 
facred enfign in the hour of danger l4 . Thefe motives, 
which derived their ffrength from the imagination, 
were enforced by fears and hopes of a more fubftantial 
kind. Regular pay , occafional donatives , and a ftated 
recompence, after the appointed time of fervice. 
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CHAP, alleviated the hardlhips of the military life ”, whilft , 
I. on the other hand, it was impoflible for cowardice 
or difobedience to efcape the feverefl punifhment. 
The centurions were authorized to chaftife with 
blows , the generals had a right to punifh with 
death; and it w'as an inflexible maxim of Roman 
difcipline , that a good foldier fliould dread his 
■officers far more than the enemy. From fucli laudable 
arts did the valour of the Imperial troops receive 
a degree of firmnefs and docility , unattainable by 
the impetuous and irregular pailions of barbarians. 

• Ewteifci. And yet fo fenfible were the Romans of the 
imperfedion of valour without fkill and pradice, 
that* in their language, the name of an army Was 
borrowed from the word which fignified exercifc **. 
jMilitary excrcifes Were the important and unre- 
mitted objed of their difcipline. The recruits and 
young foldiers were cOnftantly trained both in the 
morning and in the evening, nor was age or know- 
ledge allowed to excufe the veterans from the 
daily repetition of what they had completely learnt. 
Large flieds Were ereded in the winter-quarters of 
the troops, that their ufcful labours might not receive 
any interruption from the moil tempeftuous Weather; 

- and it was carefully obferved , that the arms deftined 

to this imitation of war, fliould be of double the 
weight which Was required in real adion Jr . It is 
not the purpofe of this work to enter into any minute 
defeription of the Roman exercifes. We fhallonly 
remark, that they comprehended whatever could 
add ftrengthto the body , adivity to the limbs, or 
grace to the motions* The foldiers were diligently 
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inftru&ed to march, to run, to leap, tofwim, to c h a p. 
carry heavy burdens, to handle every fpecies of I. 
arms that was ufed either for offence or for defence , 
either in diftant engagement or in a clofer onfet; 
to form a variety of evolutions ; and to move to 
the found of flutes, in the Pyrrhic or martial dance 
In the midft of peace, the Roman troops familiarifed 
themfelves with the practice of war ; and it is prettily 
remarked by an ancient hiftorian who had fought 
againft them , that the effufjon of blood was the 
only circumftance which diftinguifbed a field of 
battle from afield of exercife ". It was the policy 
of the ableft generals, ajid even of the emperors 
themfelves , to encourage thefe military ftudies bv 
their prefence and example ; and we are informed 
that Hadrian, as well as Trajan, frequently con- 
defcended to inftrucl the unexperienced foldiers , 
to reward the diligent , and fometimes to difpute 
with them the prize of fuperior ftrength or dexterity’*. 

Under the reigns of thofe princes , the fcience of 
tadlics was cultivated with fuccefs ; and as long as 
the empire retained any vigour , their military 
inftrudlions were refpected as the moll perfect 
model of Roman difcipline. 

Nine centuries of war had gradually introduced The legion* 
into thefervice many alterations and improvements. under th * 
The legions , as they are defcribed by Polybius 4 ', 
in the time of the Punic wars , differed very materially 
from thofe which atchieved the victories of Csefar, 
or defended the monarchy of Hadrian and the Anto- 
nines. The conftitution of the Imperial legion may 
be defcribed in a few words 4 \ The heavy-armed 
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chap, infantry, which compofed its principal dreugth , 
I. Was divided into ten cohorts and fifty-five compa- 
nies , under the orders of a correfpondent number of 
tribunes and centurions. The fird cohort, which 
always claimed the poll of honour and the cudodv 
of the eagle , was formed of eleven hundred and 
five foldiers , the mod approved for valour and fideli- 
ty. The remaining nine cohorts confided each of five 
hundred and fifty-five ; and the whole body of 
- legionary infantry amounted to fix thoufand one 
Arms. hundred men. Their arms were uniform , and admi- 
rably adapted to the nature of their fervice : an open 
helmet, with a lofty cred ; a bread-plate , or coat 
of mail; greaves on their legs, and an ample buckler 
on their left arm. The buckler was of an oblong 
and concave figure, four feet in length , and two 
, and an half in breadth, framed of a light wood, 
covered with a bull’s hide, and drongly guarded- 
with plates of brafs. Befides a lighter fpear, the 
legionary foldier grafped in his right hand the 
formidable/H'/utfi , a ponderous javelin , whofe utmoft 
length was about fix feet , and which was terminated 
by a maffy triangular point of deel of eighteen 
inches ,+ . This indrument was indeed much inferior 
to our modern fire arms ; finceit was exhauded by 
a fingle difcharge , at the didance of only ten or 
twelve paces. Yet when it was launched by a firm 
and fkilful hand , there was not any cavalry that 
durd venture within its reach , nor any fliield or 
corflet that could fudain the impetuofity of its 
weight. As foon as the Roman had dartedJiis pilum , 
he drew his fword , and ruflied forwards to clofe 

with 
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Vtith the enemy. His fword was a fhort well tempered chap. 
Spanifh blade , that carried a double edge , and 1 . 
was alike fuit^d to the purpofe of ftriking or of 
pufhing; but the foldier was always inftruded to 
prefer the latter ufe of his weapon , as his own body 
remained lefs expofed, whilft he inflided a more 
dangerous wound on his adverfary 4 \ The legion 
was ufually drawn up eight deep ; and the regular 
diftance of three feet was left between the files 
as well as ranks 4 \ A body of troops , habituated 
to preferve this open order, in a long front and a 
rapid charge, found themfelves prepared to execute 
every difpofition which the circumftances of war, 
lor the {kill of their leader, might fugged. The foldier 
pofTefTed a free fpacefor his arms and rhotions, and 
fufficient intervals were allowed, through which 
feafonable reinforcements might be introduced to 
the relief of the exhaufted combatants * 7 . The 
tadics of the Greeks and Macedonians were formed 
on very different principles. 1 he flrength of the 
phalanx depended on fixteen ranks of long pikes, 
wedged together in the clofefl array 4 *. But it was 
foon' difcovered by refledion , as well as by the 
event * that the flrength of the phalanx was unable 
to contend with the adivity of the legion *\ 

The cavalry , without which the force of the cavalry, 
legion would have remained imperfed, was divided 
into ten troops or fquadrons; the firft, as the 
companion of the firft cohort, confifted of an 
hundred and thirty-two men ; whilft each of the 
other nine amounted only to fixty-fix. The entire 
eftablifhment formed a regiment, if we may ufe 
Vol. I. " • B 
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the modem expreffion, of feven hundred and. 
twenty-fix horfe, naturally connected with its 
refpedtive legion, but occafionally feparated to adl 
in the line, and to compofe a part of the wings of 
the army The cavalry of the emperors was no 
longer compofed, like that of the ancient republic, 
of the noblell youths of Rome and Italy, who, 
by performing their military fervice on horfeback , 
prepared themfelves for the offices of fenator and 
conful ; and folicited , by deeds of valour , the future 
•fuffrages of their countrymen u . Since the alteration 
of manners and government, the moll wealthy 
of the equellrian order were engaged in the admi- 
niflration of jullice , and of the revenue " ; and 
whenever they embraced the profeffion of arms , 
they were immediately intrulled with a troop of 
horfe, or a cohort of foot Trajan and Hadrian 
formed their cavalry from the fame provinces , and 
the fame clafs of their fubjedls , which recruited the 
ranks of the legion. The horfes were bred, for 
the moll part, in Spain or Cappadocia. The Roman 
troopers defpifed the complete armour with which 
the cavalry of the Eaft was encumbered. Their more 
ufeful arms confifledin a helmet, an oblong Ihield , 
light boots, and a coat of mail. A javelin, 
and a long broad fword , were their principal 
weapons of offence. The ufe of lances and of 
iron maces they feem to have borrowed from the 
barbarians ,4 . 

. The fafety and honour of the empire was prin- 
cipally intrulled to the legions , but the policy of 
Rome condefcended to adopt every ufeful inllru- 
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ment of war. Confiderable levies were regularly c it a p, 
made among the provincials, who had not yet 1. 
deferved the honourable diftindtion of Romans. 

Many dependent princes and communities , dif- 
perfcd round the frontiers , were permitted, for 
a while, to hold their freedom and fecurity by the 
tenure of military fervice”. Even feledt troops of 
hoftile barbarians were frequently compelled or 
perfuaded to confume their dangerous valour in 
remote climates, and for the benefit of the date’*. 

All thefe were included under the general name of 
auxiliaries ; and howfoever they might vary accor- 
ding to^the difference of times and circumdances, 
their numbers were feldom much inferior to thofe 
of the legions themfelves Among the auxiliaries , 
the braved and mod faithful bands were placed 
under the command of pnefecfs and centurions, 
and feverely trained in the arts of Roman difcipline; 
but the far greater part retained thofe arms, to which 
the nature of their country, or their early habits of 
life, more peculiarly adapted them. By this inditution 
each legion, to whom a certain proportion of auxi- 
liaries was allotted, contained within itfelf every 
fpecies of lighter troops, and of miffile weapons ; and 
was capable of encountering every nation, with the 
advantages of its refpetdive arms and difcipline’*. 

Nor was the legion deditute of what , in modern 
language, would be dyled a train of artillery. It Art,n ' r *- 
confided in ten military engines of the largeft , and 
fifty-five of a fmaller fize; but all of which, either 
in an oblique or horizontal manner , difcharged 
ftoncs and darts with irrefiftible violence 
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chap. The camp of a Roman legion prefented the 
i. appearance of a fortified city**. As foon as the 
Encampmem. fpace was marked out, the pioneers ca/efully 
levelled the ground , and removed every impedi* 
ment that might interrupt its perfect regularity. 
Its form was an exadl quadrangle ; and we may 
calculate, that a fquare of about feven hundred 
yards was fufficient for the encampment of twenty 
thoufand Romans ; though a fimilar number of our 
own troops would expofe to the enemy a front of 
more than treble that extent. In the midft of the 
camp , the prietorium , or general’ s quarters , rofe 
above the others; the cavalry, the infantry, and 
the auxiliaries occupied their refpedive Rations ; the 
ftreets were broad, and perfedtly ftraight,-and a 
vacant fpace of two hundred feet was left on all 
fides, between the tents and the rampart. The 
rampart itfelf was ufually twelve feet high , armed 
with a line of ftrong and intricate palifades , and 
defended by a ditch of twelve feet in depth as 
well as in breadth. This important labour was 
performed by the hands of the legionaries them- 
felves; to whom the ufe of the fpade and the 
pick -axe was no lefs familiar than that of the 
fword or pilum. Adkive valour may often be the 
prefent of nature ; butfuch patient diligence can be 
the fruit only of habit and difcipline*'. 
h Whenever the trumpet gave the fignal of depar- 

ture , the camp was almoft inftantly broke up , and 
the troops, fell into their ranks without delay or con- 
fufion. Befides their arms , which the legionaries 
fcarcely confidered as an encumbrance , they were 
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laden with their kitchen furniture , the inflruments chap. 
of fortification, and the provifion of many days 
Under this weight, which would opprefs the deli- 
cacy of a modern foldier, they were trained by a 
regular ftep to advance, in about fix hours, near 
twenty miles* 1 . On the appearance of an enemy* 
they threw afide their baggage, and by eafy and 
rapid evolutions converted the column of march 
into an order of battle **. The {lingers and archers 
fkirmifhed in the front ; the auxiliaries formed the 
firft line , and were feconded or fuflained by the 
ftrength of tfie legions : the cavalry covered the , 
flanks, and the military engines were placed in 
the rear. 

Such were the arts of war , by which the Roman Number »mi 

emperors defended their extenfive conquefts , and J ‘ r P° ruion of 

V , r . ■ . , the 

preferveda military fpirit , at a time when every 

other virtue was oppreffed by luxury and defpotifm. 

If, in the confideration of their armies , we pafe 
from their difcipline to their numbers , we fhall 
not find it eafy to define them with any tolerable 
accuracy. We may compute , however , that the 
legion , which was itfelf a body of fix thoufand 
eight hundred and thirty -one Romans, might 
with its attendant auxiliaries , amount to about 
twelve thoufand five hundred men. The, peace 
eftablifhment of Hadrian and his fucceffors was 
eompofed of no lefs than thirty of thefe formidable 
brigades ; and moll probably formed a {landing force 
of three hundred and feventy-five thoufand men, 

Inftead of being confined within the walls of for- 
tified cities , wbico the Romans confidered as the 
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chat, refuge of weaknefs or pufillanimity, the legions were 
I. encamped on the banks of the great rivers, and 
along the frontiers of the barbarians. As their 
flations , for the moil part , remained fixed and 
permanent , we may venture to dcfcribe the dif- 
tjibution of the troops. Three legions were fufficient 
for Britain. The principal ftrength lay upon the 
Rhine and Danube , andconfilled of fixteen legions , 
in the following proportions : two in the Lower, 
and three in the Upper Germany ; one in Rhaetia , 
one in Noricum.four in Pannonia, three in Mcefia, 
and two in Dacia. The defence of the Euphrates 
was entrufted to eight legions, fix of whom were 
planted in Syria , and the other two in Cappadocia. 
With regard to Egypt , Africa, and Spain, as they 
were far removed from any important fcene of war , 
a fingle legion maintained the domeflic tranquillity 
of each of thofe great provinces. Even Italy was 
not left deflitute of a military force. Above twenty 
thoufand chofen foldiers , dillinguilhed by the titles 
of City Cohorts and Praetorian Guards , watched 
over the fafety of the monarch and the capital. As 
the authors of almoft every revolution that diftradt- 
ed the empire , the Praetorians will , very foon 
and very loudly, demand our attention; but in 
their arms and inftitutions , we cannot find any 
circumftance which diferiminated them from the 
legions , unlefs it were a more fplendid appearance, 
and a lefs rigid difeipline 

N»vy. The na vy maintained by the emperors might 
feem inadequate to their greatnefs ; but it was 
fully fufficient for every ufeful purpofe of govern- 
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tnent. The ambition of the Romans was confined c H * v. 
to the land ; nor was that' warlike people ever 1. 
aduated by the enterprifing fpirit which had 
prompted the navigators of Tyre , of Carthage, and 
even of Marfeilles , to enlarge the bounds of tha 
world, and to explore the moft remote coafts 
of the ocean. To the. Romans the ocean remained 
an objed of terror rather than of curiofity"; the 
whole extent of the Mediterranean, after the 
deftrudion of Carthage , and the extirpation of 
the pirates, was included within their provinces. 

The policy of the emperors was direded only to 
preferve the peaceful dominion of that fea , and 
to proted the commerce of their fubjeds. With . ... . 

thefe moderate views , Auguftus ftationed two 
permanent fleets in the moll convenient ports of 
Italy, the one at Ravenna, on the Adriatic, the 
other at Mifenum , in the bay of Naples. Expe^ 
rience feems at length to have convinced the 
ancients , that as foon as their gallies exceeded *. •* • 

two , or at the moft three ranks of oars, they were 
fuited rather for vain pomp than for real fervice. 

Auguftus himfelf, in the vidory of Adium, had 
feen the fuperiority of his own light frigates (they 
were called Liburnians ) over the lofty but un- 
wieldy caftles of his rival' 7 . Of thefe Liburnians 
he compofed the two fleets ofRavenna and Mife- 
num, deftined to command, the one the eaftern, 
the other the weftern, divifion of the Mediterranean ; 
and to each of the fquadrons he attached a body of 
Several thoufand marines. Befides thefe two ports, 
which may be conftdercd as the principal feats of 
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the Roman navy, a very confiderable force was 
Rationed at Frejus , on the coaft of Provence , 
and the Euxine was guarded by forty fhips, and 
three thoufand foldiers. To all thefe we add the 
fleet which preferved the communication hetween 
Gaul and Britain, and a great numher of veffels 
conftantly maintained on the Rhine and Danube, 
to harafs the country, or to intercept the paffage 
of the barbarians If we review this general 
Rate of the Imperial forces ; of the cavalry a* 
well as infantry; of the legions, the auxiliaries , 
the guards, and the navy; the moft liberal com- 
putation will not allow us to fi* the entire 
eftablifbment by fea and by land at more than 
four hundred and fifty thaufand men: a military 
power, which, however formidable it may feem, 
was equalled by a monarch of the laR century , 
whofe kingdom was confined within a Angle 
province of the Roman empire". 

We have attempted to explain the fpirit which 
moderated , and the ftrength which fupported , 
the power of Hadrian and the Antonines. We 
fhall now endeavour, with clearnefs and precifion, 
to deferibe the provinces once united under their 
fway , but, at prefeut, divided into fa many 
independent and hoftile Rates. 

Spain, the weflern extremity of the empire, of 
Europe, and of the ancient world, has, in every 
age, invariably preferved the fame natural limits; 
the Pyrenaean mountains, the Mediterranean, and 
the Atlantic Ocean. That great peninfula, at prei» 
fent fo unequally divided between two fovereigns , 
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was diftributed by Atiguflus into three provinces, chap. 
Lufitania, Baedca, and Tarraconenfis. Thekingdom b 
of Portugal now fills the place of the warlike country 
of the Lufitanians ; and the lofs fuftained by the 
former, on the fide of the Eaft, is compenfated 
by an acceffion of territory towards the North. 

The confines of Grenada and Andalufia cprrefpond 
with thofe of ancient Bvetica. The remainder of 
Spain , Gallicia and the Afturias , Bifcay and Na- 
varre, Leon and the two Caftilles,.. Murcia, Va? 
lencia, Catalonia, and Arragon, all contributed 
to form the third and moll confiderable of the 
Roman governments , which , from the name of 
its capital , was ftyled the province of Tarragona 
Of die nadve barbarians , the Celtiberians were 
the moft powerful, as the Cantabrians and Aftu-r 
rians proved the moft obftinate. Confident in the 
(Length of their mountains, they were, the laft 
who fubmitted to the arms of Rome, and die firft 
who threw off the yoke of the Arabs.. 

Ancient Gaul, as it contained the whole country Gaul, 
between the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine, and 
the Ocean, was of greater extent than modern France. 

To the dominions of that powerful monarchy , 
with its recent acquifidons of Alface and Lor-> 
raine, we muft add the dutchy of Savoy, the 
cantons of Switzerland , the four electorates of 
the Rhine , and the territories of Liege , Luxem- 
burgh, Hainaqlt, Flanders, and Brabant. When 
Auguftus gave laws to the conquefts of his father, 
lie introduced a divifion of Gaul equally adapted 
to the progrefs of the legions^ to the courfe of 
the livers, and to the principal national diftin&ions, 
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chap, 'which had comprehended above an hundred inde- 
i. pendent dates 71 . The fea-coaft of the Mediter- 
ranean , Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphine , 
received their provincial appellation from the colony 
of Narbonne. The government of Aquitaine was 
extended from the Pyrenees to the Loire. The 
country between the Loire and the Seine was ftyled 
the Celtic Gaul, and foon borrowed a new deno- 
mination from the celebrated colony of Lugdunum , 
or Lyons. The Belgic lay beyond the Seine, and 
in more ancient times had been bounded only by 
the Rhine ; but a little before the age of Cxfar , 
the Germans, abufing their fuperiority of valour, 
had occupied a confiderable portion of the Belgic 
territory. The Roman conquerors very eagerly 
embraced fo flattering a circumftance, and the 
Gallic frontier of the Rhine, from Bafil to Leyden , 
received the pompous names of the Upper and 
the Lower Germany *. Such, under the reign of 
the Antonines , were the fix provinces of Gaul; 
the Narbonnefe, Aquitaine, the Celtic, or Lyon - 
nefe, the Belgic, and the two Germanies. 

Brioin. We have already had occafion to mention the 

conqueft of Britain, and to fix the boundary of 
the Roman province in this ifland. It compre- 
hended all England, Wales, and the Lowland* of 
Scotland , as far as the Friths of Dunbarton and 
Edinburgh. Before Britain loft her freedom, the 
country was irregularly divided between thirty 
tribes of barbarians , of whom the moll confider- 
able were the Belgse in the Weft , the Brigantes 
in the North, the Silures in South Walds , and 


Digitized by GooglbJ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 27 

the Iceni in Norfolk and Suffolk 71 . As far as we 
can either trace or credit the refemblance of man- 
ners and language, Spain, Gaul, and Britain were 
peopled by the fame hardy race of favages. Before 
they yielded to the Roman arms, they often difputed 
the field, and often renewed the con tell. After their 
fubmiflion they conftituted the weftern divifion of 
the European provinces, which extended from the 
columns of Hercules to the wall of Antoninus, and 
from the mouth of the Tagus to the fourcesofthe 
Rhine and Danube. 

Before the Roman conquefl, the country which 
is now called Lombardy , was not confidered as 
a part of Italy. It had been occupied by a pow- 
erful colony of Gauls, who fettling themfelves 
along the banks of the Po, from Piedmont to 
Romagna , carried their arms and diffufed their 
name from the Alps to the Apennine. The Ligu- 
rians dwelt on the rocky coaft, which now forms 
the republic of Genoa. Venice was yet unborn ; 
but the territories of that ftate , which lie to the 
eaft of the Adige, were inhabited by the Vene- 
tians 74 . The middle part of the peninfula that now 
compofes the dutqhy of Tufcany and the eccle- 
fiaftical ftate , was the ancient feat of the Etrufcans 
and Umbrians; to the former of whom Italy was 
indebted for the firft rudiments of civilized life 7 '. 
The Tyber rolled at the foot of the feven hills of 
Rome, and the country of the Sabines , the Latins, 
and the Volfci, from that river to the frontiers of 
Naples, was the theatre of her infant victories. On 
that celebrated ground the firft confuls deferved 
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triumphs; their fucceflors adorned villas, and their 
pofterity have ereded convents 7 *. Capua and 
Campania polfefled the immediate territory of 
Naples: the reft of the kingdom was inhabited 
by many warlike nations , the Marfi , the Sam- 
nites, the Apulians, and the Lucanians; and the 
fea-coafts had been covered by the flourifhing 
colonies of the Greeks. We may remark, that 
when Auguftus divided Italy into eleven regions , 
the little province of Iftria was annexed to that 
feat of Roman fovereignty 77 . 

The European provinces of Rome were protected 
by the courfe of the Rhine and the Danube. The 
latter of thofe mighty ftreams, which rifes at the 
diftanceof only thirty miles from the former , flows 
above thirteen hundred miles , for the moftpart, 
to the fouth-eaft , colleds the tribute of fixty 
navigable rivers , and is , at length , through fix 
mouths, received into the Euxine, which appears 
fcarcely equal to fuch an acceffion of waters 7 *. 
The provinces of the Danube foon acquired the 
general appellation of Illyricum , or the Illyrian 
frontier 7 *, and were efteemed the mod warlike of 
the empire; but they deferve to be more particu- 
larly confidered under the names of Rhsetia, No- 
ricurn , Pannonia , Dalmatia , Dacia , Mcefia , 
Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece. 

The province of Rhsetia , which foon extin- 
guifhed the name of the Vindelicians , extended 
from the fummit of the Alps to the banks of the 
Danube; from itsfource, as far as its conflux with 
the Inn. The greateft part of the flat country is 
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/ubjedl to the elector of Bavaria ; the city of Augs- chap. 
burg is protedled by the conflitution of the German L 
empire ; the Grifons are fafe in their mountains , 
and the country of Tirol is ranked among the 
numerous provinces of the houfe of Auflria. 

The wide extent of territory, which is included Noncnm and 
between the Inn, the Danube, and the Save ; Panuom *’ 
Auflria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, the Lower 
Hungary and Sclavonia, was known to the an- 
cients under the names of Noricum and Pannonia. 

In their original ftate of independence, their fierce 
inhabitants were intimately connected. Under the 
Roman government they were frequently united, 
and they flill remain the patrimony of a {ingle 
family. They now contain the refidence of a 
German prince, who fliles himfelf Emperor of the 
Romans , and form the center , as well as flrength, 
of the Auflrian power. It may not be improper 
to obferve, that if we except Bohemia , Moravia, 
the northern fkirts of Auflria , and a part of Hun- 
gary, between the Teyfs and the Danube, all the 
other dominions of the Houfe of Auflria were 
comprifed within the limits of the Roman empire. 

Dalmatia, to which the name of Ulyricum more Dalmatia, 
properly belonged, was along, but narrow tradl, 
between the Save and the Adriatic. The bell part 
of the fea-coafl, which flill retains its ancient appel- 
. lation, is a province of the Venetian flate, and 
the feat of the little republic of Ragufa. The inland 
parts have affumed the Sclavonian names of Croatia 
and Bofnia; the former obeys an Auflrian governor, 
the latter a Turkilh bafha ; but the whole country 
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is ftill infefted by tribes of barbarians , whofe fa- 
vage independence irregularly marks the doubtful 
limit of the Chriftian and IVlahometan power **. 

After the Danube had received the waters of 
the Teyfs and the Save, it acquired, at leaffc, 
among the Greeks , the name of liter It for- 
merly divided Mcefia and Dacia, the latter of 
which , as we have already feen , was a conqucft 
of Trajan, and the only province beyond the 
river. If we inquire into the prefent ftate of thofe 
countries, we Ihall find that, on the left hand of 
the Danube, Temefwar and Tranfylvania have 
been annexed , after many revolutions , to the 
crown of Hungary ; whilft the principalities of 
Moldavia and Walachia acknowledge the fupre- 
macy of the Ottoman Porte. On the right hand 
of the Danube , Mcefia , which , during the middle 
ages , was broken into the barbarian kingdoms of 
Servia and Bulgaria, is again united in Turkilh 
flavery. 

The appellation of Roumelia, which is Hill 
bellowed by the Turks on the extenfive countries 
of Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece, preferves the 
memory of their ancient ftate under the Roman 
empire. In the time of the Antonines , the martial 
regions of Thrace , from the mountains of Haemus 
and Rhodope, to the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, 
had afiumed the form of a province. Notwith- 
ftandingthe change of mafters and of religion, the 
new city of Rome , founded by Conftantine on the 
banks of the Bofphorus , has ever fince remained 
the rnpital of a great monarchy. The kingdom of 
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Macedonia, which, under the reign of Alexander, chap., 
gave laws to Afia, derived more folid advantages 
from the policy of the two Philips ; and with its 
dependencies of Epirus and Thelfaly , extended 
from theiEgean to the Ionian fea. When we reflect 
on the fame of Thebes and Argos , of Sparta and 
Athens, we can fcarcely perfuade ourfelves, that 
fo many immortal republics of ancient Greece were 
loft in a fingle province of the Roman empire, 
which , from the fuperior influence of the Achaean 
league , was ufually denominated the province of 
Achaia. 

Such was the ftate of Europe under the Roman Afia Minor, 
emperors. The provinces of Afia , without except- 
ing the tranflent conquefts of Trajan, are all com- 
prehended within the limits of the Turkifh power. 

But , inftead of following the arbitrary divifions 
of defpotifm and ignorance, it will be fafer for us, 
as well as more agreeable , to obferve the indelible 
characters of nature. The name of Afia Minor is 
attributed with fome propriety to the peninfula, 
which , confined between the Euxine and the 
Mediterranean , advances from the Euphrates to- 
wards Europe. The moft extenfive and flourifhing 
diftrid , weftward of mount Taurus and the river 
Halys , was dignified by the Romans with the 
exclufive title of Afia. The jurifdidion of that 
province extended over the ancient monarchies of 
Troy , Lydia , and Phrygia , the maritime countries 
of the Pamphylians , Lycians , and Carians , and 
the Grecian colonies of Ionia , which equalled in 
arts , though not in arms', the glory of their parent. 
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« H a p. The kingdoms of Bithynia and Pontus poflefled 
i. the northern fide of the peninfula from Conftan- 
tinople to Trebizond. On the oppofite fide, the 
province of Cilicia was terminated by the moun- 
tains of Syria : the inland country , feparated from 
the Roman Afia by the river Halys , and from 
Armenia by the Euphrates , had once formed the 
independent kingdom of Cappadocia. In this place 
•we may obferve , that the northern Ihores of the 
Euxine , beyond Trebizond in Afia, and beyond 
the Danube in Europe ; acknowledged the fove- 
reignty of the emperors , and received at their 
hands , eicher tributary princes of Roman garrifons. 
Budzak, Crim Tartary , Circaflia , and IYlingrelia* 
are the modiyn appellations of thofe favage coun- 
tries'*. 

Syria, Phot- Under the fuccefiors of Alexander, Syria was 
nicia , and t h e f eat Q f the Seleucidae , who reigned over Upper 
Paieiime. ^ t j]j ^ f uccc £* s ful revolt of the Parthiaos 

confined their^dominions between the Euphrates 
and the Mediterranean. When Syfia became fubjedl 
to the Romans , it formed the eaftern frontier of » 
their empire; nor did that province ^ in its utmofl 
latitude i know any other bounds than the mourn 
tains of Cappadocia to the north , and towards the 
fouth , the confines bf Egypt , and the Red Sea; 
Phoenicia and Paleftine were fometimes annexed 
to , and fometimes feparated from , the jurifdi&ion 
of Syria. The former of thefe was a narrow and 
rocky coaft ; the latter was a territory fcarcely fu.*- 
perior to Wales, either in fertility or extent. Yet 
Phoenicia and Paleftine will . for ever live in the 
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memory of mankind; fince America, as well as c h a p. 
Europe, has received letters from the one, and I. 
religion from the other **. A fandy defert alike 
deftitute of wood and water Ikirts along the doubtful 
confine of Syria, from the Euphrates to the Red 
Sea. The wandering life of the Arabs was infepar- 
ably connected with their independence ; and 
wherever, on fome fpots lefs barren than the reft, 
they ventured to form any fettled habitations, they 
Toon became fubjetts to the Roman empire *\ 

The geographers of antiquity have frequently Egypt, 
hefitated to what portion of the globe they lhould 
afcribe Egypt ”. By its fituation that' celebrated 
kingdom is included within the immenfe peninfula 
of Africa ; but it is acceflible only on the fide of 
Afia, whofe revolutions, in almoft every period 
of hiftory, Egypt has humbly obeyed. A Roman 
pr?efe<ft was feated on the fplendid throne of the 
Ptolemies; and the iron fceptre of the Mamalukes 
is now in the hands of a TurkiQi pafha. The 
Nile flows down the country, above five hundred 
miles from the tropic of Cancer to the Mediter- 
ranean , and marks , on either fide , the extent of 
fertility by the meafure of its inundations. Cyrene, 
fituate towards the weft, and along the fea-coaft, 
was firft a Greek colony, afterwards a province 
of Egypt, and is now loft in the defert of Barca. 

From Cyrene to the ocean, the coaft of Africa Afric*.' 
extends above fifteen hundred miles; yet fo clofely 
is it prefled between the Mediterranean and the 
Sahara, or Tandy defert, that its breadth feldom 
exceeds fourfcore or an hundred miles. The eallern 
Vol. L G - 
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chap, divifion was confiderecl by the Romans as the 
I. more peculiar and proper province of Africa. Till 
the arrival of the Phoenician colonies, that fertile 
country was inhabited by the Libyans, the moft 
favage of mankind. Under the immediate jurif- 
didion of Carthage , it became the center of com- 
merce and empire; but the republic of Carthage is 
now degenerated into the feeble and diforderly ftate<* 
of Tripoli and Tunis. The military government 
of Algiers oppreires the wide extent of Numidia, 
as it was once united under MadinilTa and Jugur- 
tha: but in the time of Augullus, the limits of 
Numidia were contraded ; and, atleaft, two thirds 
of the country acquiefced in the name of Mauri- 
tania, with the epithet of Ctefarienfis. The genu- 
ine Mauritania, or country of the Moors, which, 
from the ancient city of Tingi, or Tangier, was 
diftinguiflied by the appellation of Tingitana, is 
reprefented by the modern kingdom of Fez. Salle, 
on the Ocean , fo infamous at prefent for its pira- 
tical depredations, was noticed by the Romans } 
as the extreme objed of their power, and almofl 
of their geography. A city of their foundation may 
dill be difeovered near Mequinez, the refidence 
of the barbarian whom we condcfcend to flyle the 
Emperor of Morocco; but it does not appear, 
that his more fouthern dominions, Morocco itfelf, 
and SegelmelTa , were ever comprehended within 
the Roman province. The weftern parts of. Africa 
are interfeded by the branches of mount Atlas, a 
name fo idly celebrated by the fancy of poets “ ; 
but which is now diffufed over the immenfe 
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ocean that rolls between the ancient and the new c rf a p 
Continent * 7 . t 

Having now finilhed the circuit of the Roman The M»- 
empire , we may obferve , that Africa is divided 
from Spain by a narrow limit of about twelve uianu%. 
miles , through which the Atlantic flows into the 
Mediterranean. The columns of Hercules, fo fa j 
mous among the ancients , were two mountains 
which feemed to have beetl torn afunder by forms 
convulfion of the elements ; and at the foot of the 
European mountain , the fortrefs of Gibraltar is 
now feated. The whole extent of the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, its coafts, and its iflands, were com- 
prifed within the Roman dominion. Of the larger 
iflands, the two Baleares, which derive their name 
of Majorca and Minorca from their refpedive lize, 
are fubjecl at prefent, the former to Spain, the 
latter to Great Britain. It is eaficr to deplore the 
fate, than to deferibe the aclual condition ofCor- 
fica. Two Italian fovereigns aHume a rcg;d title 
from Sardinia and Sicily. Crete, orCandia, with 
Cyprus, and moll of the fmaller iflands of Greece 
and Alla,, have been fubdued by the Turkilh 
arms; whiifl the little rock of Malta defies their 
power, and has emerged, under the* government 
of its military Order , into fame and opulence. 

This long enumeration of provinces, whofe Cenn! * 
broken fragments have formed fo many powerful ' 

kingdoms, might almOll induce us to forgive the • 
vanity or ignorance of the ancients.- Dazzled with 
the extenfive fway , the irrefillible llrength , and 
the real or afteded moderation of th,e emperors-, 
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chap, they permitted themfelves to defpife, and fome* 
x. times to forget, the outlying countries which had 
been left in the enjoyment of a barbarous independ- 
ence ; and they gradually ufurped the licence of 
. confounding the Roman monarchy with the globe 
of the earth **. But the temper, as well as know- 
ledge, of a modern hiflorian , require a more 
fober and accurate language. He may imprefs a 
jufter image of the greatnefs of Rome , by obferv- 
ing that the empire was above two thoufand miles 
in breadth , from the wall of Antoninus and the 
northern limits of Dacia , to mount Atlas and the 
tropic of Cancer ; that it extended , in length , 
more than three thoufand miles from the Weftern 
Ocean to the Euphrates; that it was fituated in the 
fined part of the Temperate Zone, between the 
twenty fourth and fifty-fixth degrees of northern 
latitude ; and that it was fuppofed to contain above 
fixteen hundred thoufand fquare miles , for the moll 
part of fertile and well cultivated land *\ 
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t C H A P. II. 

Of the Union and internal 'Prosperity of the Roman 
Empire , in the Age of the Antonines. 


It is not alone by tbe rapidity, or extent of 6 H k Fj 
conqueft , that we Ihould eftimate the greatnefs of II- 
Rome. The fovereign of the Ruffian deferts government 0 . 5 
commands a larger portion of the globe. In the 
feventh fummer after his paflage of the Hellefpont, 
Alexander ere&ed the Macedonian trophies on the 
banks of the Hyphafis 1 . Within lefs than a century , 
the irrefiftible Ziqgis, and the Mogul princes of 
his race , fpread their cruel devaluations and tranfient 
empire, from the fea of China, to the confines of 
Egypt and Germany \ But the firm edifice of Roman 
power was raifed and preferved by the wifdom of 
ages. The obedient provinces of Trajan and the 
Antonines were united by laws , and adorned by 
arts. They might occafionally fuffer from the partial 
abufe of delegated authority; but the general princi- 
ple of government was wife, fimple, and beneficent. 

They enjoyed the religion of their anceflors , whilft 
in civil honours and advantages they were exalted > 
by juft degrees, to an equality with their conquerors. 

• I. The policy of the emperors and the fenate , as untw&i 
far as it concerned religion, was happily feconded 
by the refle&ions of the enlightened , and by the 
habits of the fuperftitious part of their fubjecls. 

The various modes of worffiip , which prevailed 
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even vice, acquired its. divine reprefentative , every chap. 
■art and profeflion its patron J whofe attributes , in 11. 
the moft diftant ages and countries , were uniformly 
derived from the character of their peculiar votaries. 

A republic of gods of fuch oppofite tempers and 
intereft required , in every fyftem, the moderating 
band of a fupreme magiftrate, who , by the progrefs 
of knowledge and flattery, was gradually inverted 
■\vith the fublime perfections of an Eternal Parent, 
and an Omnipotent Monarch \ Such was the mild 
fpirit of antiquity , that/ the nations were lefs 
attentive to the difference, than to the refemblauce, 
of their religious worfliip. The Greek, the Roman , 
and the Barbarian , as they met before their refpedive 
altars , eafily perfuaded themfelves , that under 
various names, and with various ceremonies , they 
adored the fame deities. The elegant mythology 
of Homer gave a beautiful , and almort a regular 
form, to the polytheifm of the ancient world'. 

The philofophers of Greece deduced their morals Of phiio- 
from the nature of man, rather than from that 0 f r °r hers 
God. They meditated, however, on the Divine 
Nature , as a very curious and important fpeculation ; 
and in the profound inquiry, they difplayed the 
ftrength and weaknefs of the human underftanding*. 

Of the four moft celebrated fchools , the Stoics 
and the Platooifts endeavoured to reconcile the 
jarring interefts of reafpn and piety. They have 
left us the moft fubliine proofs of theexiftencc and 
perfections of the firrt caufe ; but, as it was impoflible 
for them to conceive the creation of matter, the 
workman in the Stoic philofophy was not fuffi- 
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chap ciently diftinguifhed from the work; whilft, on 
li. the contrary, the fpiritual God of Plato and his 
difciples , refembled an idea, rather than a fubftance, 
. The opinions of the Academics and Epicureans 
were of a lefs religious call ; but whilft the modeft 
fcience of the former induced them to doubt , the 
pofitive ignorance of the latter urged them to deny , 
the providence of a Supreme Ruler. The fpirit of 
inquiry, prompted by emulation, and fupported 
by freedom , had divided the public teachers of 
philofophy into a variety of contending fedts ; but 
the ingenuous youth, who, from every part, reforted 
to Athens, and the other feats of learning in the 
Roman empire, were, alike inftrudted in every 
fchool to reject and to defpife the religion of the 
multitude. How, indeed, was it poffible, that a 
philofopher fhould accept, as divine truths, the idle 
t^Ies of the poets, and the incoherent traditions 
of antiquity; or, that he fhould adore, as gods, 
thofe imperfect beings whom he muft have defpifed , 
as men ! Againft fuch unworthy adverfaries , Cicero 
eondefeended to employ the arms of reafon and 
eloquence; but the fa tire of Lucian was a much 
more adequate , as well as more efficacious weapon. 
W e may be well allured , that a writer, converfant 
with the world , would never have ventured to 
expofe the gods of his country to public ridicule, 
had they not already been the * objedts of fecret 
contempt among thepolifhed and enlightened orders 
of fociety*. _ . . 

Notwithftanding the fafhionable irreligion which 
prevailed in the age of the Antonines, both this 
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lntereds of the priefts and the credulity of the people chat. 
were fufficiently refpeded. In their writings and n. 
converfation, the philofophers of antiquity afferted 
the independent dignity of reafon; but they refigned 
their adions to the commands of law and of cuftora. 

Viewing, with a fmile of pity and indulgence, the 
various errors of the vulgar, they diligently pradifed 
the ceremonies of their fathers , devoutly frequented 
the temples of the gods ; and fometimes conde- 
feending to ad a part on the theatre of fuperdition, 
they concealed the fentiments of an Atheifl under 
the facerdotal robes. Reafoners of fuch a temper were 
fcarcely inclined to wrangle about their refpedive 
modes of faith , or of worfliip. It was indifferent 
to them what fliape the folly of the multitude 
might chufe to alTume; and they approached , with, 
the fame inward contempt, and the fame external 
reverence, the altars of the Lybian, the Olympian, 
or the Capitoline Jupiter \ 

It is not ealy to conceive fiom what motives a of the nv 
fpirit of perfecution could introduce itfelf into the 
Roman councils. The mag^idrates could not be 
aduated by a blind , though honed bigotry , fince 
the magidrates were themfelves philofophers ; and 
the fchools of Athens had given laws to the fenate. 

They could not be impelled by ambition or avarice , 
as the temporal and ecclefiadical powers were united 
in the fame hands. The pontiffs were chofen among 
the mod illudrious of thefenators; and the office of 
Supreme Pontiff was condantly exercifed by the 
emperors themfelves. They knew and valued the 
advantages of religion , as it is connedcd with civil 
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c H a p. government. They encouraged the public feftivals 
li. which humanize the manners of the people. They 
managed the arts of divination , as a convenient' 
inflrument of policy ; and they refpeded as the 
lirmcft bond of fociety , the ufcful perfuafton , that, 
either in this or in a future life , the crime of perjury 
is moft alfurcdly punilhed by the avenging gods*. 
Butwhilfl they acknowledged the general advanta- 
ges of religion, they were convinced that theyarious 
modes of worlhip contributed alike to the fame 
falutary purpofes ; and that, in every country, the 
form of fupcrftition, which had received the fandtion 
of time and experience , was the beft adapted to the 
in the pro- climate, and to its inhabitants. Avarice and tafle 
viuces, very frequently defpoiled the vanquifhed nations 
of the elegant flatues of their gods, and the rich 
ornaments of their temples 1 ’: but, in the cxcrcife 
of the religion which they derived from their 
anceftors , they uniformly experienced the 
indulgence , and even protection of the Roman 
conquerors. The province of Gaul feems , ' and 
indeed only feems , aff exception to this universal 
toleration. Under the fpecious pretext of abolifhing 
human facrifices, the emperors Tiberius and Claudius 
fupprefTed the dangerous power of the Druids": 
but the priefts themfelves , their gods and their 
altars , fubfifted in peaceful obfeurity till the final 
deftrudtion of Paganifm ". 

at Rome. Rome, the capital of a great monarchy, was 
inceffantly filled with lubjects and ftrangers from 
every part of the world", who alt introduced 
and enjoyed the favourite fuperftitions of their 
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Dative country'*. Every city in the empire was c h a \\ 
juftified in maintaining the purity of its ancient ji. 
ceremonies ; and the Roman fenate , ufing the 
common privilege, fometimes interpofed , to check 
this inundation of foreign rites. The Egyptian 
fuperflition , of all the molt contemptible and abject, 
was frequently prohibited; the temples of Serapis 
and Ifis demolifhed, and their worfhippers baqifhed 
from Rome and Italy". But the zeal of fannticifm 
prevailed over the cold and feeble efforts of policy. 

The exiles returned , {he profelytes multiplied , the 
temples were reftored with increafing fplendour, and 
Ifis and Serapis at length afliimed their place among 
the Roman deities ”. Nor was this indulgence a 
departure from the old maxims of government. Ip 
the pureft ages of the commonwealth, Cybele and 
iEfculapius had been invited bylolemn embaflies 17 ; 
and it was cuftomary to tempt the protpdtors of 
befieged cities , by the promjfe of more diftingnifhed 
honours than they poffelfed in their native 
country ". Rome gradually became the common 
temple of her fubjccts ; and the freedom of the 
city was beftpwed on all the gods of mankind 1 *. 

II. The narrow policy of preferring , without Freed«m of 
any foreign mixture, the pure blood of the an- Rome - 
cient citizens , had checked the fortune, and haf- 
tened the ruin , of Athens pnd Sparta. Theafpiring 
genius of Rome facrificed vanity to ambition , and 
deemed it more prudent, as we/l as honourable, 
to adopt virtue and merit for her own wherefoevee 
they were found , among flaves or Grangers , 
enemies or barbarians”. During the nioft flour- 
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hat. ifhing sera of the Athenian commonwealth , the 

II, number of citizens gradually decreafed from about 
thirty” to twenty -one thoufand”. If, on the 
contrary, we ftudy the growth of the Roman 
republic, we maydifcover, that, notwithftanding 
the mediant demands of wars and colonies , the 
citizens , who in the firft cenfus 'of Servius 
Tullius, amounted to no more than eighty-three 
thoufand, were multiplied, before the commence- 
ment of the focial war , to the number of four 
hundred and fixty - three thoufand men , able to 
bear arms in the fervice of then*' country When 
the allies of Rome claimed an equal fhare of honours 
and privileges , the fenate indeed preferred the 
chance of arms to an ignominious conceflion. The 
Samnites and the Lucaniaus paid the fevere penalty 
of their ralhnefs; but the reft of the Italian ftatas , as 
they fucceflively returned to their duty , were 
admitted into the bofom of the republic ”, and 
foon contributed to the ruin of public freedom. 
Under a democratical government, the citizens 
exercife the powers of fovereignty ; and thofe 
powers will be firft abufed , and afterwards loft, 
if they are committed to an unwieldy multitude. 
But when the popular afiemblies had been fup- 
prefted by the adminiftration of the emperors , the 
conquerors were diftinguifhed from the vanquifhed 
nations , only as the firft and moft honourable 
order of fubjedts ; and their increafe , however 
rapid , was no longer expofed to the fame dangers. 
Yet the wifeft princes , who adopted the maxims 
of Auguftus, guarded -with the ftridfeft care the 
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dignity of the Roman name , and diffufed the chat. 
freedom of the city with a prudent liberality *\ n. 

Till the privileges of Romans had been pro- Itily 
greflively extended to all the inhabitants of the 
empire, an important didin&ion was preferved 
between Italy and the provinces. The former was 
edeemed the centre of public unity, and the 
firm bafis of the conditution. Italy claimed the 
birth, or at lead the refidence, of the emperors 
ai\d the fenate I< . The edates of the Italians were 
exempt from taxes, their perfonsJFrom the arbi- 
trary jurifdidion of governoi^yf Jeir municipal 
corporations , formed after the jjirfetd model of 
the capital , were intruded , under the immediate eye 
of the fupreme power, with the execution o£ 
the laws. From the foot of the Alps to the 
extremity of Calabria, all the natives of Italy 
were born citizens of Rome. Their partial didinc- 
tions were obliterated, and they infenfibly coa- 
lefced into one great nation united by language, 
manners , and civil inditutions , and equal to the 
weight of a powerful empire. The republic gloried 
in her generous policy , and was frequently rewarded 
by the merit and fervices of her adopteddons. Had 
fhe always confined the didindlion of Romans to 
the ancient families within the walls of the city, 
that immortal name would have been deprived 
of feme of its nobled ornaments. Virgil was a 
native of Mantua; Horace was inclined to doubt 
whether he fhould call himfelf an Apulian or a 
Lucanian: it was in Padua that an hidorian was 
found worthy to record the majedic feries of 
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Roman victories. The patriot family of the Catos 
emerged from Tufcnliim ; and the little town of 
Arpinum claimed the double honour of producing 
Marius and Cicero, the former of whom defer ved , 
after Romulus and Camillus, to be ftyled the 
Third Founder of Rome; and the latter, after 
faving his country from the defigns of Catiline , 
enabled her to contend with Athens for the palm 
of eloquence * 7 . 

The provinces of the empire (as they have 
been defcribed in the preceding chapter) were 
deflitute of qjfy^ublic force, or conftitutional 
freedom. In E’Apffa, in Greece :l , and in Gaul ”, 
it was the firft care of the fenate to dilfolve thofe 
dangerous confederacies , which taught mankind , 
that, as the Roman arms prevailed by divifion , 
they might be refilled by union. Thofe princes , 
whom the oftentation of gratitude or generofity 
permitted for a while to hold a precarious feeptre > 
were difmilfed from their thrones , as foon as they 
had performed their appointed talk of falhioning 
to the yoke the vanquilhed nations. The free 
Hates and cities which had embraced the caufe of 
Rome, were rewarded with a nominal alliance, and 
infcnfibly funk into realfervitude. The public autho- 
rity was every where exercifed by the miniflers of 
the fenate and of the emperors, and that authority 
was abfolute and without control. But the fame 
falutary maxims of government, which had fectired 
the peace and obedience of Italy, were extended 
to the moll dillant conquefls. A nation of Romans 
was gradually formed in die provinces, by the 
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double expedient of introducing colonies, and of 
admitting the molt faithful and deferving of the 
provincials to the freedom of Rome. 

“ Wherefoever the Roman conquers , he in- 
61 habits,” is a very juft obi’ervation of Seneca J *, 
confirmed by hiftory and experience. The natives 
of Italy, allured by pleafure or by interell, 
haftened to enjoy tire advantages of victory; and 
we may remark, that, about forty years after the 
reduction of Afia, eighty thoufand Romans were 
maffacred in one day, by the cruel orders of 
Mithridates Thefc voluntary exiles were en- 
gaged, for the molt part, in the occupations of 
commerce, agriculture, and the farm of the revenue. 
But after the legions were rendered permanent by 
the emperors, the provinces were peopled by a 
race of foldiers ; and the veterans, whether they 
received the reward of their fervice in land or in 
money , ufually fettled with their families in the 
country, where they had honourably fpent their 
youth. Throughout the empire, but more parti- 
cularly in the weftern parts , the moft fertile diftridts 
and the moft convenient fituatiotis, were referved 
for the eftablilhmeqt of colonies ; fome of which 
were of a civil , and others of a military nature. In 
their manners and internal policy , the colonies 
formed a perfedt reprefentation of their great parent ; 
and as they were foon endeared to the natives by 
the ties of friendlhip and alliance, they effectually 
diffufed a reverence for the Roman name, and a 
defire, which was feldom difappointed , of (haring 
in due time , its honours and advantages **. The 
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chap, municipal cities infenfibly equalled the rank and 
in fplendour of the colonies ; and in the reign of 
Hadrian, it was difputed which was the preferable 
condition , of thofe focieties which had iflued 
from , or thofe which had been received into , 
the bofom of Rome ”. The right of Latium , 
as it was called, conferred on the cities to which 
it had been granted, a more partial favour. The 
magiflrates only , at the expiration of their office, 
affumed the quality of Roman citizens; but as 
thofe offices were annual, in a few years they 
circulated round the principal families ’’.Thofe 
of the provincials who were permitted to bear 
arms in the legions thofe who exercifed any 
civil employment; all, in a word, who, per- 
formed any public fervice , or difplayed any perfonal 
talents, were rewarded with a prefent, whofe 
value was continually diminifhed by the increafing 
liberality of the emperors. Yet even , in the age 
of the Antonines, when the freedom of the city 
had been bellowed on the greater number of 
their fubjc&s, it was flill accompanied with very 
folid advantages. The bulk of the people acquired, 
with that title , the benefit o£ the Roman laws , 
particularly in the interefling articles of marriage, 
teftaments, and inheritances, and the road of 
fortune was open to thofe whofe pretenfions were 
feconded by favour or merit. The grandfons of 
the Gauls , who had befieged Julius Caefar in 
Alefia, commanded legions , governed provinces, 
and were admitted into the fenate of Rome 
Their ambition, inftea'd of dilturbing the tranquillity 
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of the ftate , was intimately connected with its 
fafetv and greatnefs. 

So fenfible were the Romans of the influence of 
language over national manners, that it was their 
moll ferious care to extend , with the progrefs of 
their arms, the ufe of; the Latin tongue' 7 . The 
ancient diale&s of Itajy, the Sabine, the Etrufcan, 
and the Venetian , funk into oblivion; but in the 
provinces, the eaft was lefs docile than the weft, 
to the voice of its victorious preceptors. This 
obvious difference marked the two portions of the 
empire with a diftindlion of colours, which, though 
it was in fome degree concealed during the meri- 
dian fplendour of pi ofperity , became gradually more 
vifible , as the fliades of night defeended upon the 
Roman world. The weftern countries were civil- 
ized by the fame hands which fubdued them. As 
foon as the barbarians were reconciled to obedience, 
their minds were opened to any new impreflions 
of knowledge and politenefs. The language of 
Virgil and Cicero , though with fome inevitable, 
mixture of corruption , was fo tiniverfally adopted 
in Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, and Pannonia 
that the faint traces of the Punic or Celtic idioms 
were preserved only in the mountains , or among 
the peafants *\ Education and ftudy infenfibly 
infpired the natives of thofe countries with the 
fentiments of Romans; and Italy gave fafhions, 
as well as laws , to her Latin provincials. They 
folicited with more ardour, and obtained with 
morefacility , the freedom and honours of the ftate; 
fupported the national dignity iu letters and ip' 
Vol. I, D 
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chap, arms; and, at length, in the perfon of Trajan, 
lr. produced an emperor whom the Scipios would 
not have difowned for their countryman. The 
fituation of the Greeks was very different from that 
of the barbarians. The former had been long fince 
civilized and corrupted. They had too much tafte 
to relinquifh their language, and too much vanity 
to adopt any foreign inftitutions. Still prefervingj 
the prejudices, after they had loft the virtues, of 
their anceftors , they affected to defpife the unpo- 
lifhed manners of the Roman conquerors , whilft 
they were compelled to refped their fuperior wifdotn 
and power 4 ‘. Nor was the influence of the Grecian 
language and fentiments confined to the narrow 
limits of that once celebrated country. Their empire, 
by the progrefs of colonies and conqueft , bad been 
diffufed from the Hadriatic to the Euphrates and the 
Nile. Afia was covered with Greek cities, and the 
long reign of the Macedonian kings had introduced, 
a filent revolution into Syria and Egypt. In their 
pompous courts thofe princes united the elegance 
of Athens with the luxury of die Eaft , and the 
example of the court was imitated, at an humble 
diftance, by the higher ranks of their fubjedts. Such 
was the general divifion of the Roman empire into 
the Latin and Greek languages. To thefe we may 
add a third diftindion for the body of the natives 
in Syria, and efpecially in Egypt. The ufe of their 
ancient dialedts, by fecluding them from the com- 
merce of mankind, checked the improvements of 
thofe barbarians 41 . The flothful effeminacy of the 
former, expofed them to the contempt; the fullen 
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ferocioufnefs of the latter, excited the averfion of 
the conquerors 4 *. Thofe nations had fubmitted to 
the Roman power, but they feldom defired or 
deferved the freedom of the city; and it was 
remarked , that more than two hundred and thirty 
years elapfed after the ruin of the Ptolemies , before 
an Egyptian was admitted into the fenate of 
Rome 4 \ 

It is a juft though trite obfervation , that vic- 
torious Rome was herfelf fubdued by the arts of 
Greece. Thofe immortal writers who ftill command 
the admiration of modern Europe , foon became 
the favourite objedt of ftudy and imitation in Italy 
and the weftern provinces. But the elegant amufe- 
ments of the Romans were not fuffered to interfere 
with their found maxims of policy. Whilft they 
acknowledged the charms of the Greek, they aflert- 
ed the dignity of the Latin tongue , and the ex- 
clufive life of the latter was inflexibly maintained 
in the adminiftration of civil as well as military 
government 4 *. The two languages exercifedat the 
fame time their feparate jurifdidtion throughout the 
empire: the former, as the natural idiom of fcience; 
the latter, as the legal dialed! of public tranfadtions. 
Thofe who united letters with bufmefs, were 
equally converfant with both; and it was almoft 
impoflible, in any province, to find a Roman 
fubjedl, of a liberal education, who was at once 
a ftranger to the Greek and to the Latin language. 

It was by fuch inftitutions that the nations of 
the empire infenfibly melted away into the Roman 
pame and people. But there ftill remained , in tire 
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c H a p. centre of every province and of every family, an 
il unhappy condition of men who endured the weight, 

■without fharing the benefits, of fociety. In the 
free ftates of antiquity, the domeftic flaves were 
Their expofed to the wqnton rigour of defpotifm. The 
treatment. p er f e ft fettlement of the Roman empire was pre- 
ceded by ages of violence and rapine. The flaves 
conftfted, for the moll part, of barbarian captives, 
taken in thoufands by the chance of war, purchafed 
at a vile price’* , accuftomed to a life of independ- 
ence , and impatient to break and to revenge their 
fetters. Againft fuch internal enemies, whofedefpe- 
rate infurretftions had more than once reduced the 
republic to the brink of deftru&ion ”, the moft 
fevere regulations 4 *, and the moft cruel treatment, 
feemed almoft juftified by the great law of felf- 
prefervation. But when the principal nations of 
Europe, Afia, and Africa, were united under the 
laws of one fovereign , the fource of foreign fup- 
plies flowed with miich lefs abundance, and the 
Romans were reduced to the milder but more 
tedious method of propagation. In their numerous 
families , and particularly in their country eftates , 
they encouraged the marriage of their flaves. The 
fentiments of nature, the habits of education, and 
the poffeflion of a dependent fpecies of property , 
contributed to alleviate the hardlhips of fervitude’*. 
The exiftence of a Have became an objetft of greater 
value , and though his happinefs ftill depended on 
the temper and circumftances of the mafter, the 
humanity of the latter, inftead of being reftrained 
. by fear, was encouraged by the fenfe of his own 
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intereft. The progrefs of manners was accelerated 
by the virtue or policy of the emperors ; and by 
the ediCls of Hadrian and the Antonines , the pro- 
tection of the laws was extended to the mod abjeCf 
part of mankind. The jurisdiction of life and death 
over the flaves , a power long exercifed and often 
abufed , was taken out of private hands , and 
refeeved to the magistrates alone. The Subterra- 
neous prifons were abolifiied ; and , upon a juft 
complaint of intolerable treatment, the injured 
Slave obtained either his deliverance , or a lefs 
cruel mafter 5 \ 

Hope , the beft comfort of our imperfeCt con- 
dition , was not denied to the Roman Slave ; and 
if he had any opportunity of rendering himfelf 
either ufeful or agreeable , he might very naturally 
expeCt that the diligence and fidelity of a few 
years would be rewarded with the ineftima'ble gift 
of freedom. The benevolence of the mafter was 
So frequently prompted by the meaner fuggeftions 
of vanity and avarice, that the laws found it more 
neceffary to reftrain than to encourage a profufe and 
undiftinguifhing liberality , which might degenerate 
into a very dangerous abufe “. It was a maxim of 
ancient jurifprudence, that a Slave had not any 
country of his own , he acquired with his liberty 
an admillion into the political Society of which his 
patron was a member. The confequences of this 
maxim would have proftituted the privileges of the 
Roman city to a mean and promifeuous multitude. 
Some feafonable exceptions were therefore provided; 
and the honourable diftiuCtion was confined to Such 
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flaves only, as for juft caufes, and with the appro- 
bation of the magiftrate, fhould receive a folemn 
and legal manumiflion. Even thefe chofen freed- 
men obtained no more than the private rights of 
citizens, and were rigoroufiy excluded from civil 
or military honours. Whatever might be the merit 
orfortuneof their fons, they likewife were efteeroed 
unworthy of a feat in the fenate ; nor were, the 
traces of a fervile origin allowed to be completely 
obliterated till the third or fourth generation 
Without d?ftroying the diftinftion of ranks , a 
diftant profpedt of freedom and honours was pre- 
fented , even to thofe whom pride and prejudice 
almoft difdained to number .among the human 
fpecies. 

It was once propofed to diferiminate the flaves 
by a peculiar habit; but it was juftly apprehended 
that there might be fome danger in acquainting them 
with their own numbers”. Without interpreting, 
in their utmoft ftritftnefs , the liberal appellation^ 
of legions and myriads’ 4 ; we may venture to 
pronounce, that the proportion of flaves, who 
were valued as property , was more confiderable 
than that of fervants, who can be computed only 
as an expence ”. The youths of a promifmg genius 
were inftrudted in the arts and fciences , and their 
price was afeertained by the degree of their (kill 
and talents Almoft every profeflion, either libe- 
ral 17 or mechanical , might be found in the house- 
hold of an opulent fenator. The minifters of pomp 
and fenfuality were multiplied beyond the conception 
of modern luxury M . It was more for the intereft of 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 55 


the merchant or manufadturer to purchafe, than to c h a p. 
hire his workmen ; and in the country , Haves were 1L 
employed as the cheapefl and mod laborious inftru- 
ments of agriculture. To confirm the general obfer- 
vation , and to difplay the multitude of (laves, we 
might allege a variety of particular inftances. It 
was difcovered , on a very melancholy occafion * - 
that four hundred (laves were maintained in a (ingle 
palace of Rome The fame number of foiir hundred 
belonged to an eftate which an African widow t 
of a very private condition , refigned to her fon , 
whilfl (he rcferved for herfelf a much larger (hare 
of her property *\ A freedman , under the reign 
of Auguftus , though his fortune had fufFered great 
Ioffes in the civil wart, left behind him three thou- 
fand fix hundred yoke of oxen, two hundred and 
fifty thoufand head of fmaller cattle, and, what 
was almoft included in the defcription of cattle , 
four thoufand one hundred and fixteen (laves 

The number of fubjedls who acknowledged the Popuiout 
laws of Rome , of citizens , of provincials , and r” ° n th * 
of (laves , cannot now be fixed with fuch a degree empire, 
of accuracy, as the importance of the objedl would 
deferve. We are informed, that when the emperor 
Claudius exercifed the office of cenfor, he took an 
account of fix millions nine hundred and forty-five 
thoufand Roman citizens , who, with the propor- * 
tion of women and children, mud have amounted 
to about twenty millions of fouls. The multitude 
of fubjedls of an inferior rank, was uncertain and 
fludluating. But, after weighing with ■ attention 
every circumftance which could influence the 
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chap, balance, it feems probable, that there exifted , in 
II. the time of Claudius , about twice as many pro- 
vincials as there were citizens, of either fex , and 
of every age; and that the flaves were at leaf! equal 
in number to the free inhabitants of the Roman 
world. The total amount of this imperfetfl calcu- 
lation would rife to about one hundred and twenty 
millions of perfons: a degree of population which 
poflibly exceeds that of modern Europe*’, and 
forms the mod numerous fociety that has ever 
been united under the fame fyftem of government. 
Obedience Domeftic peace and union were the natural confe- 
»nii umon. quences of the moderate and comprehenfive policy 
embraced by the Romans. If we turn our eves 
towards the monarchies of Afia, we fhall behold 
defpotifm in the center, and weaknefs in the 
extremities; the collection of the revenue, or the 
adminiflration of juftice, enforced by the prefence 
of an army; hoftile barbarians eflablifhed in the 
heart of the country ,, hereditary fatraps ufurping 
the dominion of the provinces , and fubjedls inclined 
(o rebellion, though incapable of freedom. But 
^ the obedience of the Roman world was uniform , 

voluntary , and permanent. The vanquifhed nati- 
ons, blended into one great people, refigned the 
hope , nay even the wifh , of refuming their inde- 
pendence, and fcarcely confidered their own 
exiftence as diftinct from the exigence of Rome. 
The eftablifhed authority of the emperors pervaded 
without an effort the wide extent of thdr dominions , 
and was exercifed with the fame facility on the 
banks of the Thames, or of the Nile, as on 
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tliofe of the Tyber. The legions were deftined chap. 
to ferve againft the public enemy , and the civil II. 
magiftrate feldom required the aid of a military 
force In this Hate of general fecurity, the leifure 
as well as opulence both of the prince and people, 
were devoted to improve and to adorn the Roman 
empire. 

Among the innumerable monuments of arch i- Roman m«. 
tedlure conftrudled by the Romans , how many numenU ? 
have efcaped the notice of hiftory , how few have 
refilled the ravages of time and barbarifm ! And yet 
even the majeftic ruins that are Hill fcattered over 
Italy and the provinces, would be fufficient to 
prove, that thofe countries were once the feat 
of a polite and powerful empire. Their greatnefs 
alone, or their beauty, might deferve our atten- 
tion; but they are rendered more interefting by 
two important circumftances , which connedt the 
agreeable hillory of the arts, with the more ufeful 
hiftory of human manners. Many of thofe works 
were ere&cd at private expence , and almoft all 
were intended for public benefit. 

It is natural to fuppofe that the greateft number. Many of 
as well as the moll confiderable of the Roman 
edifices, were raifed by the emperors, who private **. 
polfeflcd fo unbounded a command both of men P ence - 
and money. Auguftus was accuftomed to boaft 
that he had found his capital of brick, and that 
he had left it of marble The Uriel oeconomy 
of Vefpafian was the fource of his magnificence. 

The works of Trajan bear the ftamp of his genius. 

The public monuments with which Hadrian adorned 
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chap, every province of the empire , were executed not 
W, only by his orders , but under his immediate 
infpedion. He was himfelfan artift; and he loved 
the arts , as they conduced to the glory of the 
monarch. They were encouraged by the Antonines, 
as they contributed to the happinefs of the people. 
But if the emperors were the firft, they were not 
the only architeds of their dominions. Their 
example was univerfally imitated by their principal 
fubjeds, who were not afraid of declaring to the 
world that they had fpirit to conceive, and wealth 
to accomplifli , the noblefl undertakings. Scarcely 
had the proud ftrudure of the Colifeum been 
dedicated at Rome, before the edifices of a fmaller 
fcale indeed , but of the fame defign and materials , 
were ereded for the ufe, and at the expence of the 
cities of Capua and Verona **. The infeription of 
. the ftupendous bridge of Alcantara, attefts, that it 
- was thrown over the Tagus by the contribution of 
a few Lufitanian communities. When Pliny was in* 
truded with the government of Bithyniaand Pontus, 
provinces by no means the richeft or mod confider- 
able of the empire, he found the cities within his 
jurifdidion driving with each other in every ufeful 
and ornamental work , that might deferve the 
curiofity of ftrangers, or the gratitude of their 
citizens. It was the duty of the Proconful to fupply 
their deficiencies , to dired their tafte, and fome- 
tjmes to moderate their emulation “. The opulent 
fenators of Rome and the provinces efteemed it an 
honour, and almoft an obligation to adorn the 
fplendour of their age * and country ; and the 
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influence of falhion very frequently fupplied the c h a r. 
■want of tafte or generofity. Among a crowd of II. 
thefe private benefadors, we may feled Herodes 
Atticus , an Athenian citizen who lived in the 
age of the Anton ines. Whatever might be the 
motive of his conduct , his magnificence would have 
been worthy of the greateft kings. 

The family of Herod , at leaft after it had been Example of 
favoured by fortune , was lineally defcended from 
Cimon and Miltiades , Thefeus and Cecrops , 
jEacus and Jupiter. But the pofterity of fo many 
gods and heroes was fallen into the molt abjed 
ftate. His grandfather had fuffered by the hands 
of juftice, and Julius Atticus, his father, mull 
have ended his life in poverty and contempt, had 
he not difcovered an immenfe treafure buried under 
an old houfe, the laft remains of his patrimony. 
According to the rigour of law, the emperor might 
have aflerted his claim , and the prudent Atticus 
prevented, by a frank confeflion , the officioufnefs 
of informers. But the equitable Nerva, who then 
filled the throne, refufed to accept any part of it, 
and commanded him to ufe, without fcruple, the 
prefent of fortune. The cautious Athenian ftill 
infilled, that the treafure was too confiderable for 
a fubjed, and that he knew not how to ufe it. 

Abufe it, then, replied the monarch, with a good- 
natured peevifhnefs; for it is your own* 7 . Many 
will be of opinion , that Atticus literally obeyed 
the emperor’s lafl inftrudions; fince he expended 
the greateft part of his fortune, which was much 
increafed by an advantageous marriage, in th* 
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fervice of the Public. He had obtained for his fon 
Herod, the prefedture of the free cities of Afia; 
and the young magiftrate , obferving that the town 
of Troas was indifferently fupplied with water, 
obtained from the munificence of Hadrian, three 
hundred myriads of drachms (about a hundred 
thoufand pounds) for the conftrudtion of a new 
aquedudt. But in the execution of the work the 
charge amounted to more than double the eftimate , 
and the officers of the revenue began to murmur , 
till the generous Atticus filenced their complaints , 
by requefting that he might be permitted to take 
upon himfelf the whole additional expence **. 

The ableft preceptors of Greece and Afia had 
been invited by liberal rewards to diredt the edu- 
cation of young Herod. Their pupil foon became 
a celebrated orator according to the ufelefs rhetoric 
of that age, which confining itfelf to the fchools , 
difdained to vifit either the Forum or the Senate. 
He was honoured with the confulfhip at Rome ; 
but the greateft part of his life was fpent in a 
philofophic retirement at Athens, and his adjacent 
villas ; perpetually furrounded by fophifts who 
acknowledged, without reludtance, the fuperiority 
of a rich and generous rival *\ The monuments 
of his genius have perilhed ; fome confiderable ruins 
Hill preferve the fame of his tafte and munificence: 
modern travellers have meafured the remains of 
the ftadium which he conftrudted at Athens. It 
<was fix hundred feet in length , built entirely of 
white marble , capable of admitting the whole 
body of the people, and linifhed in four years, 
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whild Herod was prefident of the Athenian games. ■ 
To the memory of his wife Regilla , he dedicated 
a theatre , fcarcely to be paralleled in the empire: 
no wood except cedar, very curionfly carved, 
was employed in any part of the building. The 
Odeum, deligned by Pericles for mufical perform- 
ances, and the rehearfal of new tragedies, had 
been a trophy of the vidory of the arts over bar- 
baric greatnefs; as the timbers employed in the 
condrudion confided chiefly of the mads of the 
Perfian veflels. Notwithftanding the repairs bedow- 
ed on that ancient edifice by a king of Cappa- 
docia , it was again fallen to decay. Herod redored 
its ancient beauty and magnificence. Nor was the 
liberality of that illuftrious citizen confined to the 
walls of Athens. The mod fplendid ornaments 
bedowed on the temple of Neptune in the Idhmus , 
a theatre at Corinth , a dadium at Delphi , a bath 
at Thermopylae , and an aquedud at Canulium in 
Italy , were infuflicient to exhaud his treafures. 
The people of Epirus, Theflaly, Euboea, Bceotia, 
and Peloponnefus , experienced his favours; and 
many infcriptions of the cities of Greece and Afia 
gratefully dyle Herodes Atticus their patron and 
benefador 7 \ 

In the commonwealths of Athens and Rome , 
the moded fimplicity of private houfes announced 
the equal condition of freedom; whild the 
fovereignty of the people was reprefented in the 
rhajedic edifices dedined to the public ufe 7 '; nor 
was this republican fpirit totally extinguiflied by 
the introduction of wealth and monarchy. It was 
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H a p. in works of national honour and benefit, that the 
ii. moft virtuous of the emperors affedted to difplay 
their magnificence. The golden palace of Nero 
excited a juft indignation , but the vaft extent of 
ground which had been ufurped by his felfifh 
luxury, was more nobly filled under the fucceeding 
reigns by the Colifeum , the baths of Titus., the 
Claudian portico , and the temples dedicated to 
the goddefs of Peace , and to the genius of Rome 7 *. 
Thefe monuments of architecture, the property 
of the Roman people, were adorned with the moft; 
beautiful productions of Grecian painting and fculp- 
ture; and in the temple of Peace, a very curious 
library was open to the curiofity of the learned. 
At a fmall diftance from thence was fituated the 
Forum of Trajan. It was furrounded with a lofty 
portico, in the form of a quadrangle, into which 
four triumphal arches opened a noble and fpacious 
entrance: in the centre arofe a column of marble, 
whofe height, of one hundred and ten feet, denot- 
ed the elevation of the hill that had been cut 
away. This column , which ftill fubfifts in its an- 
cient beauty, exhibited an exatft reprefentation of 
the Dacian victories of its founder. The veteran 
foldier contemplated the ftory of his own campaigns, 
and by an eafy illufion of national vanity , the 
peaceful citizen aflociated himfelf to the honours 
of the triumph. All the other quarters of the capital, 
and all the provinces of the empire, were embel- 
lilhed by the fame liberal fpirit of public magnifi- 
cence, and were filled with amphitheatres, theatres, 
temples, porticoes, triumphal arches, baths, and 
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aquedudts, all variouHy conducive to the health, chap. 
the devotion , and the pleafures of the meaneft i|, 
citizen. Thelaft mentioned of thofe edifices deferve 
our peculiar attention. The boldnefs of the entef- 
prize , the folidity of the execution , and the ufes 
to which they were fubfervient , rank the aque- 
dudts among the nobleft monuments of Roman 
genius and power. The aquedudts of the capital 
claim a juft pre-eminence ; but the curious traveller, 
who, without the light of hiftory , fhould examine 
thofe of Spoleto , of Metz , or of Segovia , would 
very naturally conclude, that thofe provincial towns 
had formerly been the refidence of fome p'otent 
monarch. The folitudes of Afia and Africa were 
once covered with flourifhing cities, whofe popu- 
loufnefs , and even whofe exiftence, was derived 
from fuch artificial fupplies of a perennial ftream 
of frelh water 7 \ 

We have computed the inhabitants, and con- Number 
templated the public works , of the Roman empire. 

The obfervation of the number and greatnefs of its cities of 
cities will ferve to confirm the former , and to the * nt5ir * 1 
multiply the latter. It may not be unpleafing to 
collect a few fcattered inftances relative to that 
fubjedt, without forgetting, however that from 
the vanity of nations and the poverty of language, 
the vague appellation of city has been indifferently 
beftowed on Rome and upon Laurentum. Ancient in Italy. 
Italy is faid to have contained eleven hundred and 
ninety- feven cities, and for whatfoever sera of 
antiquity the expreflion might be intended 7 *, there 
is not any reafon to believe the country lefs popp- 
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P. lous in the age of the Antonines, than in that of' 
Romulus. The petty Hates of Latium were contain* 
ed within the metropolis of the empire , by whofe 
fuperior influence they had been attracted. Thofe 
parts of Italy which have fo long languilhed under 
the lazy tyranny of priefts and viceroys, had been 
afflided only by the more tolerable calamities of 
war; and the firft fymptoms of decay, which they 
experienced , were amply compenfated by the rapid 
improvements of the Cifalpine Gaul. The fplendour 
of yerona may be traced in its remains : yet Verona 
was lefs celebrated than Aquileia or Padua, .Milan 
or Ravenna. II. The fpirit of improvement had 
paffed the Alps, and been felt even in the woods 
of Britain, which were gradually cleared away to 
open a free fpace for convenient and elegant habit- 
ations. York was the feat of government ; London 
was already enriched by commerce ; and Bath was 
celebrated for the falutary effeds of its medicinal 
waters. Gaul could boaft of her twelve hundred 
cities 7> ; and though, in the northern parts, many 
of them , without excepting Paris itfelf , were little 
more than the rude and imperfed townlhips of a 
fifing people ; the fouthern provinces imitated the 
wealth and elegance of Italy 7 *. Many were the 
cities of Gaul, Marfeilles , Arles, Nifmes, Nar- 
bonne, Touloufe, Bourdeaux, Autun , Vienna, 
Lyons, Langres, and Treves, whofe ancient con- 
dition might fuftain an equal, and perhaps advan- 
tageous comparifon with' ’their prefcnt flate. With 
regard to Spain , that country flourifhed as a pro- 
vince, and has declined as a kingdom. Exhaufted 
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by the abufe of her ftrength , by America , and chap. 
by fuperftition, her pride might poffibly be con- II* 
founded , if we required fuch a lift of three hundred 
and fixty cities, as Pliny has exhibited under the 
reign of Vefpafian 77 . III. Three hundred African Afric*. 
cities had once acknowledged the authority of 
Carthage 7I , nor is it likely that their numbers 
. diminilhed under the adminiftration of the emperors : 

Carthage itfelf rofe with new fplendour from its 
alhes ; and that capital, as well as Capua and 
Corinth, foon recovered all the advantages which 
can be feparated from independent fovereignty. 

IV. The provinces of the eaft prefent the contraft AC *' 
of Roman magnificence with Turkilh barbarifm. 

The ruins of antiquity fcattered over uncultivated 
fields , and afcribed , by ignorance , to the power 
of magic , fcarcely afford a fhelter to the oppreffed 
peafant or wandering Arab. Under the reign of the 
Caefars, the proper Afia alone contained five hundred 
populous cities ”, enriched with all the gifts of 
nature , and adorned with all the refinements of 
art. Eleven cities of Afia had once difputed the 
honour of dedicating a temple to Tiberius , and 
their refpedtive merits were examined by the fe- 
nate’“. Four of them were immediately rejedted 
as unequal to'the burden; and among thcfe was 
Laodicea , whofe fplendour is ftill difplayed in its 
ruins Laodicea <;olledled a very confiderable 
revenue from its flocks of (heep , celebrated for the 
finenefs of their wool, and had received, a little 
before the conteft, a legacy of above four hundred 
thoufand pounds by the teftament of a generous 
Vol. I. E 
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citizen **. If fitch was the poverty of Laodicea, 
what muft have been the wealth of thofe cities , 
whofe claim appeared preferable, and particularly 
of Pergamus , of Smyrna, and of Ephefus , who 
fo long difputed with each other the titular primacy 
of Afia ** ? 1 he capitals of Syria and Egypt held 
a ftill fuperior rank in the empire: Antiooh and. 
Alexandria looked down with difdain on a crowd 
of dependent cities* 4 , and yielded, with reludlance, 
ito the majelty of Rome itfelf. 

All thefe cities were connected with each other, 
and with the capital, by the public highways, 
which iffuing from the Forum Qf Rome , traverfed 
Italy, pervaded the provinces, and were termi- 
nated only by the frontiers of the empire. If -we 
carefully trace the dillance from the wall of An- 
toninus to Rome, and from thence to Jernfalem, 
it will be found that the great chain of com- 
munication, from the north-weft to the fouth- 
eaft point of the empire , was drawn out to 
the length of four thoufand and eighty Roman 
miles The public roads were accurately divided 
by mile-ftones, and ran in a diredt line from one 
city to another, with very little refpedt for the 
obftacles either of nature or private property. 
Mountains were perforated, and bold arches 
thrown over the broadeft and moft rapid ftreams s *. 
The middle part of the road was raifed into a 
terrace which commanded the adjacent country, 
confifted of feveral ftrata of fand, gravel, and 
cement, and was paved with large ftones, or in 
fome places, near the capital, with granite 17 . Such 
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•was thefolid conftrudlion of the Roman highway®, chap 
whofe firmnefs has not entirely yielded to the effort u. 
of fifteen centuries. They united the fubje&s of 
the moil diftant provinces by an eafy and familiar 
intercourfe; but their primary object had been to 
facilitate the marches of the legions; nor was tiny 
country confidered as completely fubdued , till it 
had been rendered, in all its parts, pervious to 
the arms and authority of the conqueror. The ad- p 0 fts. 
vantage of receiving the earlieft intelligence , and 
of conveying their orders with celerity , induced 
the emperors to eftablifh , throughout their exten- 
fxve dominions, the regular inrtitution of ports**. 

Houfes were every where ereded at the diftance 
only of five or fix miles; each of them was con- 
flantly provided with forty horfes, and by the help 
of thefe relays, it was eafy to travel an hundred 
miles in a day along the Roman roads **. The ufe of 
the ports was allowed to thofe who claimed it by an 
Imperial mandate; but though originally intended 
for the public fervice, it was fometimes indulged 
to the bufinefs or conveniency of private citizens*’. 

Nor was the communication of the Roman empire Navigarirm. 
lefs free and open by fea than it was by land. The 
provinces furrounded and inclofed the Mediter- 
ranean; and Italy, in the fhape of an immenfe pro- 
montory, advanced into the midft of that great 
lake. The coafts of Italy are, in general, deftitutc 
of fafe harbours; .but human indurtry had corrected 
the deficiencies of nature; and the artificial port 
o.f Oftia, in particular, fuuate at the mouth of thp 
Tyber, and formed by the emperor Claudius, wa6 
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an ufeful monument of Roman greatnefs ”. From 
this port, which was only fixteen miles from the 
capital , a favourable breeze frequently carried 
veflels in feven days to the columns of Hercules, 
and in nine or ten, to Alexandria in Egypt”. 

Whatever evils either reafon or declamation have 
imputed to extenfive empire, the power of Rome 
was attended with fome beneficial confequences 
to mankind; and the fame freedom of intercourfe 
which extended the vices, diftufed likewife the 
improvements, of focial life. In the more remote 
ages of antiquity, the world was unequally divided. 
The eaft was in the immemorial poffeflion of arts 
and luxury; whilft the weft was inhabited by rude 
and warlike barbarians, who either difdained agri- 
culture, or to whom it was totally unknown. 
Under the protection of an eftablilhed government, 
the productions of happier climates, and the induftry 
of more civilized nations, were gradually introduced 
into the weftern countries of Fiurope; and the 
natives were encouraged, by an open and profit- 
able commerce, to multiply the former, as well 
as to improve the latter. It would be almoft im- 
poffible to enumerate all the articles, either of 
the animal or the vegetable reign, which were 
fucceftively imported into Europe, from Afia and 
Egypt”; but it will not be unworthy of the 
dignity , and much lefs of the utility , of an hiftorical 
work, nightly to touch on a few of the principal 
heads, i. Almoft all the flowers, the herbs, and 
the fruits, that grow in our European gardens, 
are of foreign extraction, which , in many cafes , 
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is betrayed even by their names: the apple was a*c 11 a p. 
native of Italy ,• and when the Romans had tailed u - 
the richer flavour of the apricot , the peach , the 
pomegranate , the citron , and the orange , they 
contented themfelves with applying to all thefe 
new fruits the common denomination of apple , 
difcriminating them from each other by the additi- 
onal epithet of their country. 2. In the time of The vin * 
Homer, the vine grew wild in the ifland of Sicily , 
and mod probably in the adjacent continent; but 
it was not improved by the (kill , nor , did it afford 
a liquor grateful to the tade , of the favage inhabit- 
ants* 4 . A thoufand years afterwards, Italy could 
boad , that of the fourfcore mod generous and cele- 
brated wines, more than two-thirds were produced 
from her foil*'. The bleding was foon communi- 
cated to the Narbonnefe province of Gaul ; but fo 
intenfe was the cold to the north of theCevennes, 
that, in thetime ofStrabo, it was thoughtimpodible 
to ripen the grapes in thofe parts of Gaul **. This 
difficulty , however , was gradually vanquilhed ; 
and there is fome reafon to believe , that the 
vineyards of Burgundy are as old as the age of 
the Antonines”. 3. The olive , in the wedem The 0,iv * 
world followed the progrefs of peace , of which 
it was confidered as the fymbol. Two centuries 
after the foundation of Rome , both Italy and Africa 
were Arangers to that ufcful plant ; it was naturalized 
in thofe countries; and at length carried into the 
heart of Spain and Gaul. The timid errors of the 
ancients , that it required a certain degree of heat , , 
and could only flourifli in the neighbourhood of 
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the fea, were infenfibly exploded by induftry and 
experience”. 4. The cultivation o'f flax was tranf- 
ported from Egypt to Gaul , and enriched rhe 
whole country, however it might impoverifh the 
particular lands on which it was fown” 5. The 
ufe of artificial graffes became familiar to the farmers 
both of Italy and the provinces , particularly die 
Lucerne, which derived its name and origin from 
Media"”. The aifured fupply of whoklome and 
plentiful food for the cattle during winter, mul- 
tiplied the number of the flocks and herds, which 
in their turn contribu'ed to the fertility of the foil. 
To all thefeimprovementsmay be added an afliduous 
attention to mines and filheries, which, by em- 
ploying a multitude of laborious hands , ferve to 
increafe the pleafures of the rich , and the fubfiftence 
of the poor. The elegant treatife of Columella 
deferibes the advanced ftate of theSpanifh hufband- 
ry , under the reign of Tiberius ; and it may be 
obferved , that thofe famines which fo frequently 
affiliated the infant republic , were feldom or never 
experienced by the extenfive empire of Rome. The 
accidental fcarcity, in any Angle province, was 
immediately relieved by the plenty of its more 
fortunate neighbours. 

Agriculture is the foundation of manufactures , 
fince the productions of nature are the materials 
of art. Under the Roman empire, the labour of ah 
induftrious and ingenious people was varioufly , 
but inceflantly employed , in the fervice of the 
rich. In their drefs, their table, their houfes, and 
their furniture, the favourites of fortune united 
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every refinement of conveniency, of elegance , and chap. 
of fplendour; whatever could footh their pride, or ii. 
gratify their fenfuality. Sucfurefinements , under the 
odious name of luxury, have been feverely arraigned 
by the moralifts of every age ; and it might perhaps 
be more conducive to the virtue, as well as happinefs, 
of mankind , if all polfeffed the necelfaries , and none 
the fuperfluities , of life. But in the prefent imper- 
fect condition of fociety, luxury, though it may 
proceed from vice or folly , feems to be the only 
means that can corredt the unequal diftribution of 
property. The diligent mechanic , and the fkilful 
artift, who have obtained no fharein the divifion 
of the earth , receive a voluntary tax from the 
pofTeffors of land ; and the latter are prompted , 
by a fenfe of intereft , to improve thofe ellates , 
with whofe produce they may purchafe additional 
pleafures. This operation , the particular effects of 
which are felt in every fociety , adted with much 
more diftufive energy in the Roman world. The 
provinces would foon have been exhaufted of their 
wealth , if the manufadturesand commerce of luxury 
had not infenfibly reftored to the induflrious fub- 
jedts , the fums which were exadted from them by 
the arms and authority of Rome. As long as the 
circulation was confined within the bounds of the 
empire, it impreffed the political machine with a 
new degree of adlivity, and its confequences, 
fometimes beneficial, could never become pernicious. 

But it is no eafy tafk to confine luxury within Forei s« 

J J trad’’'. 

the limits of an empire. The mod remote countries 
of the ancient world were ranfacked to fupply the 
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pomp and delicacy of Rome. The foreft of Scythia 
afforded fome valuable furs. Amber was brought 
over land from the fhores of the Baltic to the 
Danube; and the barbarians were aftonilhed at 
the price which they received in exchange for fo 
ufelefs a commodity ,4 ‘. There was a confiderable 
demand for Babylonian carpets , and other manu* 
fadtures of the Eaft ; but the moll important and 
unpopular branch of foreign trade was carried on 
with Arabia and India. Every year, about the 
time of the fummer folllice, a fleet of an hundred 
and twenty veflels failed from Myos-hormos , a 
port of Egypt , on the Red Sea. By the periodical 
afliftance of the Monfoons, they traverfed the 
ocean in about forty days. The coaft of Malabar , 
or the ifland of Ceylon was the ufual term of 
their navigation , apd it was in thofe markets that 
the merchants from the more remote countries of 
Afia expedted their arrival. The return of the fleet 
of Egypt was fixed to the months of December 
or January ; and as foon as their rich cargo 
had been tranfported on the backs of camels • 
from the Red Sea to the Nile , and had defcended 
that river as far as Alexandria , it was poured , 
without delay, into the capital of the empire ,0 ^ 
The objedis of oriental traffic were fplendid and 
trifling : filk , a pound of which was efteemed 
not inferior in value to a pound of gold 1 ' 4 ; 
precious ftones, among which the pearl claimed 
the firft rank after the diamond " s ; and a variety 
of aromatics , that were confumed in religious 
tyorljbip and the pomp of funerals. The labour and 
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rifk of the voyage was rewarded with almoft incre- chap. 
dible profit; but th£ profit was made upon Roman U. 
fubjedts, and a few individuals were enriched at 
the expence of the *Public. As the natives of Ara- Gold and 
bia and India were contented with the productions filv^^ • 
and manufactures of their own country, filver, on 
the fide of the Romans, was the principal, if not 
the only inflrument of commerce. It was a com- 
plaint worthy of the gravity of the fenate , that , in 
the purchafe of female ornaments , the wealth of 
the ftate was irrecoverably given away to foreign 
and hoftile nations The annual lofs is computed 
by a writer of an inquifitive but cenforious temper, 

•at upwards of eight hundred thoufand pounds 
flerling '° 7 . Such was the ftyle of difcontent, brood- 
ing over the dark profpeCt of approaching poverty. 

And yet, if we compare the proportion between 
gold and filver, as it flood in the time of Pliny, 
and as is was fixed in the reign of Conflantine, we 
fhall difcover within that period a very confiderable 
increafe , “. There is not the leaft reafon to fuppofe 
that gold was become more fcarce ; it is therefore 
evident that filver was grown more common; that 
whatever might be the amount of the Indian and 
Arabian exports, they were far from exhaufting the 
wealth of the Roman world ; and that the produce 
of the mines abundantly fupplied the demands of 
commerce. 

Notwithflanding the propenfity of mankind to 
exalt the paft, and to depreciate the prefent, the 
tranquil and profperous flate of the empire was 
warmly felt , and honeflly confefled } by the 
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provincial as well as Romans. “ They acknow- 
“ ledged that the true principles of focial life, 

C{ laws , agriculture , and fcience , .which had 
“ been firfl invented by the wifdom of Athens , 

“ were now firmly ellablifhed by the' power of 
<c Rome, under whofe aufpicious influence, the 
“ fierceft barbarians were united by an equal 
cc government and common language. They affirm, 

“ that with the improvement of arts , the human 
M fpecies was vifibly multiplied. They celebrate 
cc theincreafingfplendour of the cities, the beautiful 
<c face of the country , cultivated and adorned like 
“ an immenfe garden ; and the long feftival of 
“ peace, which was enjoyed by fo many nations, • 
<l forgetful of their ancient animofities, and delivered 
“ from the apprehenfion of future danger ,0 \ 
Whatever fufpicions may be fuggefted by the air 
of rhetoric and declamation, which feems to prevail 
iu thefe paflages , the fubftance of diem is perfedtly 
agreeable to hilloric truth. 

It was fcarcely poffible that the eyes of contem- 
poraries fliould difeover in the public felicity the 
latent caufes of decay and corruption. This long 
peace , and the uniform government of the Romans, 
introduced a flow and fecret poifon into the vitals 
of the empire. The minds of men were gradually 
reduced to the fame level , the fire of genius was 
extinguilhed, and even the military fpirit evaporated. 
The natives of Europe were brave and robuft, Spain, 
Gaul, Britain, and Illyricum , fupplied the legions 
with excellent foldiers, and conftituted the real 
(Length of the monarchy. Their perfonal valour 
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remained, but they no longer pofleffed that public 
courage which is nourifhed by the love of 
independence, the fenfe of national honour, the 
prefence of danger, and the habit of command. 
They received laws and governors from the will 
of their fovereign, and trufted for their defence 
to a mercenary army. The poderity of their 
bolded leaders was contented with the rank of 
citizens and fuljje&s. The mod afpiring fpirits 
reforted to the court or dandard of the emperors; 
and the deferted provinces, deprived of political 
ftrength or union, infenfibly funk into the languid 
indifference of private life. 

The love of letters , almod infcparable from peace 
and refinement, was fafhionable among the fnbjedts 
of Hadrian and the Antonines, who were themfelves 
men of learning 1 and curiofity. It was diftufed over 
the whole extent of their empire ; the mod northern 
tribes of Britons had acquired a tade for rhetoric; 
Homer as well as Virgil were tranferibed and 
dudied on the banks of the Rhine and Danube; 
and the mod liberal rewards fought out the fainted 
glimmerings of literary merit' 10 . Thefciences of phy- 
fic and adronomy were fuccefsfully cultivated by the 
Greeks; the obfervations of Ptolemy and the 
writings of Galen are dudied by thofe who have 
improved their difeoveries and corrected their 
errors; but if we except the inimitable Lucian,, 
this age of indolence paffed away without having 
produced a fingle writer of original genius , or 
who excelled in the arts of elegant compofition. 
The authority of Plato and Aridotle, of Zen? 
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and Epicurus, ftill reigned in the fchools; anil 
their fyftems , tranfmitted with blind deference 
from one generation of difciples to another , 
precluded every generous attempt to exercife the 
powers, or enlarge the limits, of the human 
jmind. . The beauties of the poets and orators, 
inftead of kindling a fire like their own, infpired 
only cold and fervile imitations: or if any ventured 
to deviate from thofe models, they deviated at 
the fame time from good fenfe and propriety. On 
the revival of letters, the youthful vigour of the 
imagination , after a long repofe , national emulation, 
a new religion, new languages, and a new world, 
called forth the genius of Europe. But the provincials 
of Rome, trained by a uniform artificial foreign 
education , were engaged in a very unequal 
competition with thofe bold ancients, who, by 
exprefling their genuine feelings in their native 
tongue , had already occupied every place of 
honour. The name of Poet was almoft forgotten ; 
that of Orator was ufurped by the fophifts. A cloud 
of critics, of compilers, of commentators , darkened 
the face of learning, and the decline of genius was 
foon followed by the corruption of tafte. 

. The fublime Longinus, who in fomewhat -a 
later period, and in the court of a Syrian queen , 
preferved the fpirit of ancient Athens, obferves 
and laments this degeneracy of his contemporaries, 
which debafed their fentiments, enervated their 
courage , and deprefled their talents. w In the 
M fame manner, fays he, as fome children always 
“ regain pygmies , whole infant limbs have been 
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cc too clofely confined; thus our tender minds, chap. 
** fettered by the prejudices and habits of a juft u. 

“ fervitude, are unable to expand themfelves, or 
tc to attain that well-proportioned greatnefs which 
“ we admire in the ancients; who living under a 
“ popular government, wrote with the fame free- 
** dom as theyaded 111 . ” This diminutive ftature 
of mankind , if we purfuethe metaphor, was daily 
finking below the old ftandard, and the Roman 
world was indeed peopled by a race of pygmies ; 
when the fierce giants of the north broke in, and 
mended the puny breed. They reftored a manly 
fpirit of freedom ; and after the revolution of ten 
centuries , freedom became the happy parent of taft© 
and fcience. 
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CHAP. I I I. 

Of the Conjlitution of the Roman Empire , in the 
Age of the Antonines. 

The obvious ’definition of a monarchy feems 
to be that of a Rate, in which a fingle peifon , by 
whatfoevcr name be may be diftinguiihed , is in- 
truded with the execution of the laws , the manage- 
ment of the revenue , and the command of the 
army. But, unlefs public liberty is protected by 
intrepid and vigilant guardians , the authority of 
fo formidable a magiflrate will foon degenerate into 
defpotifm. The influence of the clergy, in an age 
of fuperflition , might be ufefully employed to 
affert the rights of mankind ; but fo intimate is 
the connexion between the throne and the altar* 
that the banner of the church has very feldom been 
feen on thre fide of the people. A martial nobility 
and ftubborn commons, poffeffed of arms , tenacious 
of property, and colleded into conftitutional aflem- 
blies form the only balance capable of preferving 
a free conftitution. againft the enterprizes of an 
afpiring prince. 

Every barrier of the Roman confiitutionhad been 
levelled by the vaft ambition of the ditfla tor; every 
fence had been extirpated by the cruel hand of the 
Triumvir. After the vidory of Adium, the fate of 
the Roman world depended on the will of Odavi- 
anus , furnamed Caefar, by his uncle’s adoption, and 
afterwards Auguftus, by the flattery of the fenatc. 
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The conqueror was at the head of forty-four veteran chap. 
legions 1 , confcious of their own flrength , and of m. 
the weaknefs of the conRitution, habituated, 
during twenty years civil war, to every aft of 
blood and violence, and pafTionately devoted to 
the houfe of Csefar, from whence alone they had 
received, and expefted, the mod lavilh rewards. 

The provinces, long opprelfed by the miniRers 
of the republic , fighed for thfe government of a 
fingle perfon , who would be the mailer, not the 
accomplice, of thofe petty tyrants. The people 
of Rome, viewing, with a fecret pleafure, the 
humiliation of the arifiocracy, demanded only 
bread and public Ihows: and were fupplied with 
both by the liberal hand of AuguRus. The rich 
and polite Italians, who had almoft univerfally 
embraced the philofophy of Epicurus, enjoyed 
the prefent blellings of eafe and tranquillity , and 
fuffered not the pleafing dream to be interrupted 
by the memory of their old tumultuous freedom. 

With its power, the fenate had loR its dignity; 
many of the mod noble families were extinft. 

The republicans of fpirit and ability had perilhed 
in the field of battle, or in the profcription. The 
door of the afiembly had been defignedly left open, 
for a mixed multitude of more than a thoufand 
perfons, who reflefted difgrace upon their rank , 
inRead of deriving honour from it \ 

The reformation of the fenate , was one of the He reForms 
firR Reps in which AuguRus laid afide the tyrant , the feiute. 
and profefled himfelf the father of his country. He 
was elcfted cenfor ; and , in concert \fith his faithful ’ 
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chap. Agrippa , lie examined the lift of the fenators, 
in. expelled a few members, whofe vices or whofe 
obftinacy required a public example, perfuaded 
near two hundred to prevent the fliame of an ex- 
pulfion by a voluntary retreat, raifed the qualifi- 
cation of a fenator to about ten thoufand pounds, 
created a fufticient number of Patrician families , 
and accepted for himfelf, the honourable title of 
Prince of the Senate, which had always been 
bellowed, by the cenfors, on the citizen the moil 
eminent for his honours and fervices \ But whilft 
he thus reftored the dignity , he deftroyed the inde- 
pendence of the fenate. The principles of a free 
conftitution are irrecoverably loft , when the legis- 
lative power is nominated by the executive. 

Rctign* Before an afiembly thus modelled and prepared, 

ed power* Auguftus pronounced a ftudied oration, which 
difplayed his patriotifm, and difguifed his ambi- 
tion. “ He lamented, yet excufed, his pad con- 
“ dudt. Filial piety had required at his hands the 
w revenge of his father’s murder; the humanity of 
tl his own nature had fometimes given way to 
“ the ftern laws of ncceflity , and to a forced con- 
“ nexion with two unworthy colleagues: as long 
u as Antony lived, the republic forbad him to 
“ abandon her to a degenerate Roman , and a 
tc barbarian queen. He was now at liberty to fatisfy 
“ his duty and his inclination. He folemnly reftored 
u the fenate and people to all their ancient rights ; 
“ and wifhed only to mingle with the crowd of 
“ his fellow citizens , and to fliare the bleflings 
“ which he had obtained for his country \ ” 

It 
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It would require the pen of Tacitus ( if Tacitus chap. 
had afliftedatthis affembly)to defcribe the various ill. 
emotions of the fenate ; thofe that were fupprelfed, Is P r * Viil ' 
and thofe that were affe&ed. It was dangerous to rehmicV 0 
truft the lincerity of Auguftus ; to feem to diftruft umjer thr 
it was ftill more dangerous. The refpe&ive advan- g'** er “ f r 
tages of monarchy and a republic have often divided or Gsnc- 
fpeculative inquirers; the prefect greatnefs of the ri41 - 
Roman {fate, the corruption of manners, and the 
licence of the foldiers , fupplied new arguments to 
the advocates of monarchy ; and thefe general views 
of government were again warped by the hopes and 
fears of each individual. Amidft this confulion of 
fentiments , the anfwer of the fenate was unanimous 
anddecifive. They refufedto accept the refignation 
of Auguftus ; they conjured him not to defert the 
republic , which he had faved. After a decent refift- 
ance, the crafty tyrant fubmitted to the orders of 
the fenate ; and contented to receive the government 
of the provinces, and the general command of the 
Roman armies, under the well-known names of 
Proconsul and Imperator'. But he would 
receive them only for ten years. Even before the 
expiration of that period , he hoped that the wounds 
of civil difcord would be completely healed , and 
that the republic , reftored to its* priftine health and 
vigour, would no longer require the dangerous 
interpofition offo extraordinary a magiftrate. The 
memory of this comedy , repeated feveral times 
during the life of Auguftus, was preferved to the 
Jaft ages of the empire, by the peculiar pomp with 
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which the perpetual monarchs of Rome always 
foiemnized the tenth years of their reign*. 

Without any violation of the principles of the 
conftitution , the general of the Roman armies 
might receive and exercife an authority almoft 
defpotic over *the foldiers , the enemies , and the 
fubjedts of the republic. With regard to the fol- 
diers i the jealoufy of freedom had , even from 
the earlieft ages of Rome , given way to the hopes 
of conqueft , and a juft fenfe of military difcipline. 
The dictator, or conful, had a right to command 
the feirvice of the Roman youth; and to puniflt 
an obftinate or cowardly difobedience by the moft 
fevere and ignominious penalties , by ftriking the 
offender out of the lift of citizens , by confifcating 
his property , and by felling his perfon into flavery 7 . 
The moft facred rights of freedom , confirmed by 
the Porcian and Sempronian laws, were fufpended 
by the military engagement. In his camp the general 
exercifed an abfolute power of life and death ; his 
jurifdidtion was not confined by any forms of trial, 
or rules of proceeding, and the execution of the 
fentence Was immediate and without appeal '. The 
choice of the enemies of Rome was regularly decided 
by the legiflative authority. The moft important 
refolutions of peace and war were ferioufly debated 
in the fenate, and folemnly ratified by the people. 
But when the arms of the legions were carried to 
a great diftance from Italy , the generals affumed 
the liberty of directing them againft whatever 
people, and in whatever manner, they judged 
moft advantageous for the public ferv r ice» It \y«is 
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from the fuccefs , not from the juftice , of their chap 
enterprizes, that they expe&ed the honours of a IU - 
triumph. In the ufe of victory , efpecially, after 
they were no longer controlled by the commif- 
fioners of the fenate , they exercifed the moft 
unbounded defpOtifm. When Pompey commanded 
in the eaft , he rewarded his foldiers and allies, 
dethroned princes, divided kingdoms , founded 
colonies, and diftributed the treafures of Mithri. 
dates. On his return to Rome , he obtained , by * 

a fingle atft of the fenate and people , the univerfal 
ratification of all his proceedings*. Such was the 
power over the foldiers, and over the enemies of 
Rome, which wa> either granted to, or affumed 
Jay, the generals of the republic. They were, at 
the fame time , the governors , or rather monarchs, 
of the conquered provinces, united the civil with 
the military character, adminiftered juftice as well 
as the finances, and exercifed both the executive 
and legiflative power of the ftate. 

From what has been already obferved in the *■'*»»»■ 
firft chapter of this work, fome notion may be "heemj*. 
formed of the armies and provinces thus intruded tot. 
to the ruling hand of Auguftus. But as it was im- 
poffible that he could perfonally command the 
legions of fo many diftant frontiers, he was in- 
dulged by the fenate , as Pompey had already been, 
in the permilfion of devolving the execution of 
his great office on a fufficient number oflieutenants. 

In rank and authority thefe officers feemed not 
inferior to the ancient proconfuls ; but their ftatiou 
was dependent aud precarious. They received and 
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held their commiflions at the will of a fuperior, 
to whofe aufpicioits influence the meritof their adions 
was legally attributed **. They were the reprefent- 
atives of the emperor. The emperor alone was 
the general of the republic , and his jurifdidion , 
civil as well as military, extended over all the 
conquefts of Rome. It was fome fatisfadion , 
however, to the fenate , that he always delegated 
his power to the members of their body. The 
Imperial lieutenants were of confular or praetorian 
dignity; the legions were commanded by fenators, 
and the praefedure of Egypt was the only import- 
ant truft committed to a Roman knight. 

Within fix days after Auguftus had been com- 
pelled to accept fo very liberal a grant, he re- 
folved to gratify the pride of the fenate by an eafy 
facrifice. He reprefented to them , that they had 
enlarged his powers , even beyond that degree 
which might be required by the melancholy con- 
dition of the times. They had not permitted him 
to refufe the laborious command of the armies and 
the frontiers ; but he muft infift on being allowed 
to reftore the more peaceful and fecure provinces % 
to the mild adminiftration of the civil magiftrate. 
In the divifion of the provinces, Auguftus provided 
for his own power, and for the dignity of the 
republic. The proconfuls of the fenate, particularly 
thofeofAfia, Greece, and Africa, enjoyed amore 
honourable charader than the lieutenants of the 
emperor, who commanded in Gaul or Syria. The 
former were attended by lidors , the latter by 
foldiers. A law was pafled, that wherever the 
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emperor was prefent, his extraordinary commiflion 
fiiould fuperfede the ordinary jurifdidion of the 
governor; a cuftom was introduced , that the new 
conquefts belonged to the Imperial portion ; and 
it was foon difcovered , that the authority of the 
Prince, the favourite epithet of Auguftus , was the 
fame in every part of the empire. 

In return for this imaginary conceflion , Auguftus 
obtained ail important privilege , \Vhich rendered 
him mailer of Rome and Italy. By a dangerous 
exception to the ancient maxims, he was autho- 
rized to preferve his military command, fupported 
by a numerous body of guards, even in time of 
peace , and in ti e heart of the capital. His com- 
mand, indeed, was confined to thofe citizens who 
were engaged in the fervice by the military oath ; 
but fuch was the propenlity of the Romans to fer- 
vitude, that the oath was voluntarily taken by the 
magiftrates, the fenators, and the equeftrian order, 
.till the homage of flattery was infenfibly converted 
into an annual and folemn proteflation of fidelity. 

Although Auguftus confidered a military force 
as the firmeft foundation , he wifely rejeded it , as 
a very odious inftrument of government. It was 
more agreeable to his temper, as well as to his 
policy, to reign under the venerable names of 
ancient magiftracy, and artfully to colled, in his 
own perfon , all the fcattered rays of civil jurif- 
didion. With this" view, he permitted the fenate 
to confer upon him , for his life , the powers of 
the confular 11 and tribunitian offices ”, which 
were, in the fame manner, continued to all his 
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chap. fucceffors. The confuls had fucceeded to the king? 

III. of Rome, and reprefented the dignity of the ftate. 

They fnperintended the ceremonies of religion, 
levied and commanded the legions, gave audience 
to foreign ambafladors, and prefided in the affera- 
blies both of the fenate and people. The general 
control of the finances was intrufled to their care; 
and though they.feldom had leifure to adminiffer 
juftice in perfon, they were confidered as the fui 
preme guardians of law, equity, and the public 
peace. Such was their ordinary jurifdi&ion; but 
whenever the fenate empowered the firft: magiffrate 
to confult the f^fety of the commonwealth, he 
was raifed by that degree above the laws , and 
exercifed, in the defence of liberty, a temporary 
defpotifm The character of the tribunes was, 
in every refpedl , different from that of the confuls. 
1 he appearance of the former was modeft and 
humble; but (heir perfon? were facred and invio- 
able. Their force was fui ted rather for oppofition 
than for adion. They were irllituted to defend 
the opprtfled, to pardon offences, to. arraign the 
enemies of the people, and, when they judged it 
necelfary, to flop, by a fingle word , the whole 
machine ; of government. As long as the republic 
fubfifted, the dangerous influence, which either 
the canful or the tribune might derive from their 
refpedtive jurifditffion , was diminifiied by feveral 
important reftri&ions. Their authority expired 
with the year in which they were eletffed ; the 
former office was divided between two, the latter 
among ten perfons ; and, as both in their private 
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and public intcreft they were averfe to each other, 
their mutual conflicts contributed, for the moft 
part, to ftrengthen rather than to deftroy the 
balance of the conftitution. But when the confular 
and tribunitian powers were united , when they 
were veiled for life in a Tingle perfon, when the 
general of the army was , at the fame time, the 
minifter of the fenate and the reprefentative of the 
Roman people, it was impoffible to refift the exer- 
cife, nor was it eafy to define the limits, of his 
Imperial prerogative. 

To thefe accumulated honours, the policy of 
Auguftus foon added the fplendid as well as im- 
portant dignities offupreme pontiff, and of cenfor. 
J3y the former he acquired the management of the 
religion , and by the latter a legal infpedion over 
the manners and fortunes of the Roman people. If 
fo many diftindt and independent powers did not 
exadtly unite with each other, the complaifance 
of the fenate was prepared to fupply every deficiency 
by the moft ample and extraordinary conceffions. 
The emperors, as thefirft minifters of the republic, 
were exempted from the obligation and penalty 
of many inconvenient laws : they were authorized 
to convoke the fenate, to make feveral motions 
in the fame day, to recommend candidates for the 
honours of the ftate , to enlarge the bounds of the 
city, to employ the revenue at their difcretion, to. 
declare peace and war, to ratify treaties; and by 
a moft comprehenfive claufe, they were empowered 
tp execute whatfoever they fhould judge advantage- 

F 4 


H A I*. 
III. 


Imperial 

preroga- 

tives. 


Digitized by Google 


88 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap, oils to the empire, and agreeable to the majefty 
Hi- of things private or public, human or divine 
The ma- When all the various powers of executive go- 
siftrates. vernment were committed to the Imperial magijlratc , 
the ordinary magiftrates of the commonwealth lan- 
guilhed in obfcurity , without vigour, and almoft 
without bufinefs. The names and forms of the 
ancient adminiftration were preferved by Auguftus 
with the moft anxious care. The ufual number of 
confuls, praetors, and tribunes' 5 , were annually 
inverted with their refpe&ive enfigns of office, 
and continued to difcharge fome of their leaft im- 
portant functions. Thofe honours ftill attrairted the 
vain ambition of the Homans ; and the emperors 
themfelves, though inverted for life with the powers 
of the confullhip , frequently afpired to the title 
of that annual dignity, which they condefcended 
to fhare with the moft illuftrious of their fellow- 
citizens **. In the election of thefe magiftrates , the 
people, during the reign of Auguftus, were per- 
mitted to expofe all the inconveniencies of a wild 
democracy. That artful prince , inftead of difco- 
vering the leaft fymptom of impatience, humbly 
folicited their fuffrages for himfelf or his friends , 
and fcrupuloufly pratftifed all the duties of an ordi- 
nary candidate 17 . Rut we may venture to afcribe 
to his councils, the firft meafure of the fucceeding 
reign , by which the elections were transferred to 
the fenate 11 . The aflemblies of the people were for 
ever abolifhed , and the emperors were delivered 
from a dangerous multitude , who, without reftor- 
ing liberty, might have difturbed, and perhaps 
endangered, the eftablifhed government. 
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By declaring themfelves the protestors of the 
people , Marius and Caefar had fubverted the con- 
ditution of their country. But as i'oon as the fenate 
had been humbled and difarmed , fuch an affembly, 
confiding of five or fix hundred perfons , was found 
a much more tradable and ufeful indrument of' 
dominion. It was on the dignity of the fenate 
that Augudus and his fucceflors founded their new 
empire; and they affeded , on every occafion, to 
adopt the language and principles of patricians. 
In the adminidration of their own powers , they 
frequently confulted the great national council , 
and fcemed to refer to its decifion the mod import- 
ant concerns of peace and war. Rome, Italy, and 
the internal provinces were fubjed to the imme- 
diate jurifdidion of the fenate. With regard to civil 
objeds , it was the fupreme court of appeal ; with 
regard to criminal matters , a tribunal , condituted 
for the trial of all offences that were committed 
by men in any public dation, or that affected the 
peace and majedy of the Roman people. The exer- 
cife of the judicial power became the mod frequent 
and ferious occupation of the fenate ; and the 
important caufes that were pleaded before them , 
afforded a lad refuge to the fpirit of ancient elo- 
quence. As a council of date, and as a court of 
judice, the fenate poffeffed very confiderable prero- 
gatives ; but in its legiflative capacity, in which 
it was fuppofcd virtually to reprefent the people, 
the rights of fovereignty were acknowledged to 
refide in that affembly. Every power was derived 
from their authority , eVery law was ratified by 
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their fanclion. Their regular meetings were held on 
three ftated days in every month, the Calends, the No- 
nes , and the Ides. The debates were conducted with 
decent freedom; and the emperors themfelves, whq 
gloried in the name of fenators , fat , voted , and 
divided with their equals. 

To refume, in a few words, the fyflern of the 
Imperial government ; as it was inftituted by Au- 
guftus, and maintained by thofe princes who un- 
derftood their own intereft and that of the people, 
it may be defined an abfolute monarchy difguifed 
by the forms of a commonwealth. The qiafters of 
the Roman world furrounded their throne with 
darknefs, concealed their irrefiftible ftrength , and 
humbly proft lfed themfelves the accountable minif- 
ters of the fenate , whofe fupreme decrees they 
dictated and obeyed 

The face of the court correfponded with the 
forms of the adminiftration. The emperors , if 
we except thofe tyrants whofe capricious folly 
violated every law of qature and decency , difdain- 
cd that pomp and ceremony which might offend 
their countrymen , but could add nothing to their 
real power. In all the offices of life, they affe&ed 
to confound themfelves with their fubjeds, and 
maintained with them an equal intereourfe of vilits 
and entertainments. Their habit , their palace , 
their table, were fuited only to the rank of aq 
opulent fenator. Their family, however numerous 
orfplendid , was compofed entirely of their domeftic 
flaves and freedmen 10 . Auguftus qr Trajan would 
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'ftave blufhedat employing the meaneft of the Ro- 
mms in thofe menial offices, which in the houfe- 
hol I and bedchamber of .a limited monarch, are fo 
eagerly folicited by the proudeft nobles of Britain. 

r J he deification of the emperors 1 ' is the only 
inftance in which they departed from their accuf- 
tomed prudence and modefty. The Afiatic Greeks 
were the firft inventors, the fuccelfors of Alexan- 
der the firft obje&s, of this fervile and impious - 
mode of adulation- It was eafily transferred from 
the kings to the governors of Afia and the Roman 
magiftratps very frequently were adored as provin- 
cial deities, with the pomp of altars and temples, 
of feftivals and facrifices 12 . It was natural that the 
emperors fhould not refufe what the proconfuls 
bad accepted ; and the divine honours which both 
the one and the other received from the provinces, 
attefted rather the defpotifm than the fervitude of 
Rome. But the conquerors foon imitated the van- 
quiffied nations in the arts of flattery ; and the 
imperious fpirit of the firft Caefar too eafily con- 
sented to alfume, during jus life time, a place among 
the tutelar deities of Rome. The milder temper 
of his fucceffor declined fo dangerous an ambition, 
Which was never afterwards revived , except by 
the jnadnefs of Cajigula and Poipitian. Auguftus 
permitted indeed fome of the provincial cities tq 
eredt temples to his honour, on condition that 
they fhould affociate the worfhip of Rome with 
that of the fovepfign; he tolerated private fuper- 
ftition, of which he might be the obied: 2 ’; but 
he contented himfelf wjth bfing reyered by the 
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fenate and people in his human charadter, and’ 
wifely left to his fucceffor, the care of his public 
deification. A regular tuftorn was introduced, that 
on the deceafe of every emperor who had neither 
lived nor died like a tyrant, the fenate by a folemn 
decree Ihould place him in the number of the gods : 
and the ceremonies of his Apotheofis were blended 
with thofe of his funeral. This legal, and, as it 
Ihould feem , injudicious profanation, fo abhorrent 
to our ftricter principles , was received with a very 
faint murmur 14 , by the eafy nature of Polytheifm ; 
but it was received as an inftitution , not of religion 
but of policy. We Ihould difgrace the virtues of 
the Antonines, by comparing them with the vices 
of Hercules or Jupiter. Even the characters of Caefar 
or Auguflus were far fupcrior to thofe of the popu- 
lar deities. But it was the misfortune of the former 
to live in an enlightened age, and their actions 
were too faithfully recorded to admit of fuch a 
mixture of fable and myltery, as the devotion of 
the vulgar requires. As foon as their divinity was 
eftablilhed by law, it funk into oblivion , without 
contributing either to their own fame, or to the 
dignity of fucceeding princes. 

In the confideration of the Imperial government, 
we have frequently mentioned the artful founder , 
under his well-known title of Auguflus, which was 
not however conferred upon him , till the edifice 
was almoft completed. The obfcure name of Odla- 
vianus, he derived from a mean family, in the little 
town of Aricia. It was ftained with the blood of 
the profeription ; and he was deGrous , had it been 
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poflible , to erafe all memory of his former life. C H a p. 
The illudrious furname of Caefar, he hadaflumed, ln * 
as the adopted fon of the didator ; but he had too 
much good fenfe, either to hope to be confounded, 
or to wilh to be compared , with thait extraordinary 
man. It was propofed in the fenate, to dignify their 
minifter with a new appellation ; and after a very 
ferious difcuflion , that of Augudus was chofen , 
among feveral others , as being the moll exprellive 
of the charader of peace and fandity , which he 
uniformly affeded **. Auguflus was therefore a per- 
fonal, Cdfar a family diflindion. The former Ihould 
naturally have expired with the prince, on whom it 
was bellowed ; and however the latter was diffufed 
by adoption and female alliance , Nero was the laft 
prince who could alledge any hereditary claim to the 
honours of the Julian line. But, at the time of his 
death , the pradice of a century had infeparably 
conneded thofe appellations with the Imperial 
dignity , and they have been preferved by a long 
fuccellion ofemperors, Romans, Greeks, Franks, 
and Germans, from the fall of the republic to the 
prefent time. A diftindion was, however, foon 
introduced. The facred title of Auguftus was 
always referved for the monarch, whilft the name 
of Caefar was more freely communicated to his 
relations; and, from the reign of Hadrian, at lead, 
was appropriated to the fecond perfon in the date, 
who was confidered as the prefumptive heir of 
the empire. 

The tender rcfped of Augudus for a free con- ^* ra ®* r 
ditution which he had dedroyed , can only be 0 fAugi>r- 
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explained by art attentive cohfideration of the cha- 
racter of that fubtle tyrant. A cool head, art unfeel- 
ing heart, and a cowardly difpofition, pronlpted 
him, at the age of nineteen, to afTume the mafic 
of hypocrify , which he never afterwards laid afide. 
With the fame hand, and probably with the fame 
temper, he figned the profcription of Cicero, and 
the pardon of Cinna. His virtues , and even his 
vices, were artificial; and according to the various 
dictates of his filtered, he was at tird the enemy, 
and at laft the father, of the Roman world 1 *. 
When he framed the artful fyftem of the Imperial 
authority , his moderation was infpired by his fears. 
He wiflied to deceive the people by an image of 
civil liberty, arid the armies by an image of civil 
government. 

I: The death of Csefar was ever before his dyes. 
He had lavilhed wealth and honours on his adhe- 
rents; but the mod favoured friends of his uncle 
were in the number of the confpirators. The fide- 
lity of the legions might/lefend his authority againd 
open rebellion ; but their vigilance could not fecure 
his perfon from the dagger of a determined republi- 
can; and the Romans, who revered the memory 
of Brutus 17 , would applaud the imitation of his 
virtue. Cuefar had provoked his fate, as much by 
the odentation of his power, as by his power itfelf. 
The conful or the tribune might have reigned in 
peaces The title of king had armect the Romans 
againfi: his life. Auguftus was fenfible that mankind 
is governed by names ; nor was he deceived in his 
expectation , that the fenate and people would 
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fubmit toflavery, provided they were refp'edlfully 
affured, that they Rill enjoyed their ancient free- 
dom. A feeble fenate and enervated people cheer- 
fully acquiefced in the pleafing illufion, as long as 
it was fupported by the virtue, or even by the pru- 
dence, of the fucceffors of AuguRus. It was a 
motive of felf-prefervation not a principle of 
liberty , that animated the confpirators againft Cali- 
gula, Neroj and Domitian. They attacked the 
perfon of the tyrant, without aiming their blow at 
the authority of the emperor. 

There appears , indeed , one memorable occafion, 
in which the fenate, after feventy years of patience , 
made an ineffectual attempt to reaffume its long 
forgotten rights. When the throne was vacant by 
the murder of Caligula, the confuls convoked that 
affembly in the Capitol, condemned the memory 
of the Cxfars , gave the watchword liberty to the 
few cohorts who faintly adhered to their Randard , 
and during eight-and- forty hours a&ed as the inde- 
pendent chiefs of a free commonwealth. But while 
they deliberated, the Praetorian guards had refolved. 
The ftupid Claudius , brother of Germanicus , was 
already in their camp , inveRed With the Imperial 
purple * and prepared to fupport his election by 
arms. The dream of liberty was at an end ; and the 
fenate awoke to all the horrors of inevitable fer- 
Vitude. Deferted by the people , and threatened 
by a military force , that feeble affembly Was com- 
pelled to ratify the choice of the Praetorians, and 
to embrace the benefit of an amneRy, which Clau- 
dius had the prudence to offer, and the generofity 
to obferve **. 
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II. The infolence of the armies infpired Auguftus 
with fears of a (till more alarming nature. The def- 
pair of the citizens could only attempt, what the 
power of the foldierswas, at any time, able to 
execute. How precarious was his own authority 
over men whom he had taught to violate every 
focial duty ! He had heard their feditious clamours ; 
he dreaded their calmer moments of reflection. One 
revolution had been purchafed by immenfe rewards ; 
but a fecond revolution might double thofe re- 
wards. The troops profefled the fondeft attachment 
to the houfe of Caefar ; but the attachments of the 
multitude are capricious and inconftant. Auguftus 
fummoned to his aid , whatever remained in thofe 
fierce minds, of Roman prejudices; enforced the 
rigour of difcipline by the fanCtion of law ; and 
interpofing the majefty of the fenate, between the 
emperor and the army, boldly claimed their alle- 
giance, as the firft magiftrate of the republic **. 

During a long period of two hundred and twenty 
years , from the eflablilhment of this artful fyftem 
to the death of Commodus , the dangers inherent to 
a military government were, in a great meafure. 
fufpended. The foldiers were feldom roufed to that 
fatal fenfe of their own ftrength, and of the weak- 
nefs of the civil authority, which was, before and 
afterwards, productive of fuch dreadful calamities. 
Caligula and DomitiaiT' were aflaffinated in their 
palace by their own domeftics: the convulfions 
which agitated Rome on the death of the former, 
were confined to the walls of the city. But Nero 
involved the whole empire in his ruin. In the fpace 
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of eighteen months , four princes perilhed by the chap. 
fword ; and the Roman world was fhaken by the ill. 
fury of the contending armies. Excepting only this 
fhort, though violent, eruption of military li- 
cence, the two centuries from Auguftus to Corn- 
modus palled away unftained with civil blood , and 
undifturbed by revolutions. The emperor was 
eledted by the authority of the fenate and the confent of 
the foh tiers The legions refpedted their oath 
of fidelity; and it requires a minute infpedlion of 
the Roman annals to difcover three inconfiderable 
rebellions, which were all fuppreffed in a few 
months , and without even the hazard of a battle ", 

In elective monarchies, the vacancy of the throne 
is a moment big with danger and mifchief. The fBceeflir. 
Roman emperors, defirous tofpare the legions that 
interval of fufpenfe, and the temptation of an irre- 
gular choice, inverted their defigned fuccefibr with 
fo large a fhare of prefent power , as fhould enable 
him, after their deceafe, to artume the remainder, 
without fuffering the empire to perceive the change 
ofmafters. Thus Auguftus, after all his fairer prof- ofTi *>** 
pedis had been fnatched from him by untimely r ' u, ‘ 
deaths , relied his laft hopes on Tiberius, obtained 
for his adopted fon the cenforial and tribunitian 
powers, and didlated a law, by which the future 
prince was inverted with an authority equal to his 
own, over the provinces and the armies Thus ofTito*. 
Vefpafian fubdued the generous mind of his eldeft 
fon. Titus was adored by theeallern legions , which, 
under his command , had recently atchieved the 
eonqueft of Judiea. His power was dreaded, and, 
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p. as liis virtues were clouded by the intemperance of 
youth, his defigns were fufpedted. Inilead oflilten- 
ing to fuch unworthy fufpicions, the prudent 
monarch adociated Titus to the full powers of the 
Imperial dignity ; and the grateful fon ever approved 
himfelf the humble and faithful minifter of fo indul- 

, gent a father 

The good fenfe of Vefpafian engaged him indeed 
to embrace every meafure that might confirm his 
recent and precarious elevation. The military oath, 
and the fidelity of the troops, had been confecrated 
by the habits of an hundred years, to the name 
and family of the Csefars : and although that family 
had been continued only by the fictitious rite of 
adoption, the Romans {till revered, in the perfon 
of Nero , the grandfon of Germanicus , and the 
lineal fucceffor of Auguftus. It was not without 
reluctance and remorfe , that the Praetorian guards 
had been perfuaded to abandon the caufe of the 
tyrant ,f . The rapid downfal of Galba, Otho , 
and Vitellius , taught the armies to confider the 
emperors as the creatures of their will, and the 
inftruments of their licence. The birth of Vefpafian 
was mean ; his grandfather had been a private 
foldier , his father a petty officer of the revenue 15 ; 
his own merit had raifed him, in an advanced 
age, to- the empire; but his merit was rather 
ufeful than fhining, and his virtues were difgraced 
byaftridland even fordid parfimony. Suchaprince 
confulted his true interefl by the aflociation of a 
fon, whole. more fplendid and amiable character 
might turn the public attention , from the obfture 


Digitized by 


Googll 



OF THE RO MAN EMPIRE. 99 


origin , to the future glories of the Flavian houfe. c 
Under the mild adminiflration of Titus , the 
Roman world enjoyed a tranfient felicity, and his 
beloved memory ferved to protect , above fifteen 
years, the vices of his brother Domitian. 

Nerva had fcarcely accepted the purple from the 
affafTins of Domitian , before he difcovercd that his 
feeble age was unable to ftem the torrent of public 
diforders , which had multiplied under the long 
tyranny of his predccefTor. His mild difpolition 
was refpeded by the good; but the degenerate 
Romans required a more vigorous charader , whofa 
juflice fhould ftrike terror into the guilty. Though 
lie had fevcral relations, he fixed his choice on a 
ftranger. He adopted Trajan , then about forty 
years of age, and who commanded a powerful 
army in the Lower Germany ; and immediately, 
by a decree of the fenate , declared him his col- 
league and fuccefTor in the empire It is fincerely 
to be lamented , that whilft we are fatigued with 
the difguftful relations of Nero’s crimes and follies , 
we are reduced to colled the adions of Trajan from 
the glimmering of an abridgment, or the doubful 
light of a panegyric. There remains , however, one 
panegyric far removed beyond the fufpicion of flat* 
tery. Above two hundred and fifty years after the 
death of Trajan, the fenate, in pouring out the 
euftomary acclamations on the acceflfion of a new 
emperor, wifiied that he might furpafs the felicity 
of Auguftus, and the virtue of Trajan t?. 

We^may readily believe, that the father of his 
country heliuted whether he ought to intrull the 
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various and doubtful character of his kinfman 
Hadrian with fovcreign power. In his laft momen ts , 
the arts of the emprefs Plotina either fixed the irre- 
folution of Trajan, or boldly fuppofed a fictitious 
adoption the truth of which could not be fafely 
difputed , and Hadrian was peaceably acknowledged 
as his lawful fucceffor. Under his reign , as has been 
already mentioned , the empire flourifhed in peace 
and profperity. He encouraged the arts , reformed 
the laws, aflerted military difcipline, and vifited 
all his provinces in perfon. His vaft and active 
genius was equally fuited to the moft enlarged 
views , and the minute details of civil policy. But 
the ruling paftions of his foul were curiofity and va- 
nity. As they prevailed , and as they were attracted 
by different objects , Hadrian was, by turns, an 
excellent prince, a ridiculous fophift, and a jealous 
tyrant. The general tenor of his conduit deferved 
praife for its equity and moderation. Yet in the firft 
days of his reign, he put to death four confular 
fenators , his perfonal enemies, and men who had 
been judged worthy of empire; and the tedioufnefs 
of a painful illnefs rendered him, at laft, peevifh 
and cruel. The fenate doubted whether they fhould 
pronounce him a god or a tyrant; and the honours 
decreed to his memory were granted to the prayers 
of the pious Antoninus'*. 

The caprice of Hadrian influenced his choice of 
a fucceffor. After revolving in his mind fcveral men 
of diftinguifhed merit, whom he efteemed and 
hated , he adopted jElius Verus , a gay and volup- 
tuous nobleman , recommended by uncommon 
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beauty to the lover of Antinous 4 \ But whilft 
Hadrian was delighting himfelf with his own 
applaufe, and the acclamations of the foldiers , 
whofe confent had been fecured by an immenfe 
donative, the new Caefar 41 was ravilhed from his 
embraces by an untimely death. He left only one 
fon. Hadrian commended the boy to the gratitude 
of the Antonines. He was adopted by Pius; and , 
on the acceffion of Marcus, was inverted with an 
equal fhare of fovereign power. Among the many 
vices of this younger Verus, he poflefled one virtue; 
a dutiful reverence for his wifer colleague, to whom 
he willingly abandoned the .ruder cares of empire. 
The philofophic emperor diflembled his follies, 
lamented his early death, and cart a decent veil 
over his memory. 

As foon as Hadrian’s paflion was either grati- 
fied or difappointed, he refolved to deferve the 
thanks of pofterity , by placing the mod exalted 
merit on the Roman throne. His difeerning eye 
eafily difeovered a fenator about fifty years of 
age, blamelefs in all the offices of life, and a youth 
of about feventeen, whofe riper years opened the 
fair profpedt of every virtue : the elder of thefe was 
declared the fon and fucceffor of Hadrian , on con- 
dition , however, that he himfelf fhould immedi- 
ately adopt the younger. The two Antonines (for 
it is of them that we are now fpeaking) governed 
the Roman world forty-two years , with the fame 
invariable fpirit of wifdom and virtue. Although 
Pius had two fon's 4 ’ , he preferred the welfare of 
Rome to the in tei eft of his family, gave his daugh- 
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ter Fauftina in marriage to young TV1 arcus , ob- 
tained from the fenate the tribunitian and procon- 
fular powers , and with a noble difdain , or rather 
ignorance of jealoufy, afTociated him to all the la- 
bours of government. Marcus, on the other hand , 
revered the charader of his benefactor, loved him 
as a parent, obeyed him as hisfovereign 4> , and, 
after he was no more, regulated his own adminif- 
tration by the example and maxims of his prede- 
ceffor. Their united reigns are poflibly the only 
period of Hiftoryin which the happinefs of a great 
people was the foie object of government. 

Titus Antoninus Pius has been juftly deno- 
minated a fecond Numa. The fame love of re- 
ligion , juflice , and peace, M’as the diftinguifhing 
characleriflic of both princes. But the fituation of 
the latter opened a much larger field for the exer- 
cife of thofc virtues. Numa could only prevent a 
few neighbouring villages from plundering each 
other’s harvefts. Antoninus diffnfed order and 
tranquillity over the greatefl part of the earth. 
Ifis reign is marked by the rare advantage of 
furnifhing very few materials for hiftory ; which 
is, indeed, .little more than die regifter of tho 
crimes, follies, and misfortunes of mankind. In private 
life, he was an amiable, as well as a good man. 
The native fimplicity of his virtue was a ftranger 
to vanity or affetdation. lie enjoyed, with modera. 
tion*, the conveniences of his fortune, and the 
innocent, plealures of fociety 44 ; and the benevo- 
lence of his foul difplayed itfelf in a cheerful fe- 
renity of temper. 
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The virtue of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was chat. 
of a feverer and more laborious kind 4 ’. It was m* 
the well-earned harveft of many a learned confer- 
ence , of many a patient lecture , and many a 
midnight lucubration. At the age of twelve years 
he embraced the rigid fyftem of the Stoics, which 
taught him to fubmit his body to his mind, his 
pallions to his reafon ; to confxder virtue as the 
only good, vice as the only evil, all things ex- 
ternal, as things indifferent 44 . His meditations, 
compofed in the tumult of a camp, are flill ex- 
tant; and he even condefcended to give leffons of 
philofophy, in a more public manner, than was 
perhaps confident with the modefty of a fage, or 
the dignity of an emperor 47 . But his life was thd 
nobleft commentary on the precepts of Zeno. He 
wasfevereto himfelf, indulgent to the imperfedlion 
of others, juft and beneficent to all mankind. He 
regretted that Avidius Caffius, who excited a 
rebellion in Syria, had difappointed him , by a vo- 
luntary death, of the pleafure of converting an enemy 
into a friend; and he juftified the fincerity of that 
fentiment, by moderating the zeal of the fenate 
againPc the adherents of the traitor 4 *. War he deteft- 
ed, as the dilgrace and calamity of human nature; 
but when the neccffity of a juft defence called upon • 
him to take up arms, he readily expofed his perfon 
to eight winter campaigns, on the frozen banks of 
the Danube, the feverity of which was at laft fatal 
to the weaknefs of his conftitution. His memory 
was revered by a grateful pofterity , and above a 
century afeer his death , many perfons preferved the 
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image of Marcus Antoninus, among thofe of their* 
houfehold gods 4 *. 

- If a man were called to fix the period in the hift ory 
of the world , during which the condition of the 
human race was moft happy and profperous, he 
would, without hefitation , name that which elapf- 
ed from the death of Domitian to the acceflion of 
Commodus. The vaft extent of the Roman empire- 
was governed by abfolute power, under the guid- 
ance of virtue and wifdom.The armies were reftrain- 
ed by the firm but gentle hand of four fucceflive 
emperors, whofe characters and authority com- 
manded involuntary refpedt. The forms of the civil 
adminiftration were carefully preferved by Nerva^ 
Trajan , Hadrian , and the Antonines, who delight- 
ed in the image of liberty , and were pleafed with 
confidering themfelves as the accountable minifters 
of the laws. Such princes deferved the honour of re- 
ftoring the republic , had the Romans of their days 
been capable of enjoying a rational freedom. 

The labours of thefe monarchs were overpaid by 
the immenfe reward thatinfeparably waited on their 
fuccefs; by the honeft pride of virtue, and by the 
cxquifite delight of beholding the general happinefs 
of which they were the authors. A juft, but melan- 
choly reflection embittered, however, the nobleftof 
human enjoyments. They muft often have recol- 
lected the inftability of a happinefs which depended 
on the character of a Angle man. The fatal moment 
was perhaps approaching, when fome licentious 
youth, or fome jealous tyrant, would abufe, to 
the deftrutftion, that abfolute power, which they 
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had exerted for the benefit of their people. The ideal 
reflraints of the fenate and the laws might ferve to 
difplay the virtues , but could never correCt the vices, 
of the emperor. The military force was a blind and 
irrefiftible inftrument of oppreflion ; and, the corrup- 
tion of Roman manners would always fupply flat- 
terers eager to applaud , and minifters prepared to 
ferve , the fear or the avarice , the luft or the cruelty, 
of their mailers. 

Thefe gloomy apprehenfions had been already 
jullified by the experience of the Romans. The 
annals of the emperors exhibit allrong and various 
pi&ure of human nature , which we Ihould vainly 
feek among the mixed and doubtful characters of 
modern hiltory. In the condudt of thofe monarchs 
we may trace the utmoft lines of vice and virtue; 
the moll exalted perfection , and the meaneft dege- 
neracy of our own fpecies. The golden age of 
Trajan and the Antonines had been preceded by an 
age of iron. It is almolt fuperfluous to enumerate 
the unworthy fucceflors ofAugullus. Their unpar- 
alleled vices , and the fplendid theatre on which they 
were aCted , have faved them from oblivion. The 
dark unrelenting Tiberius , the furious Caligula , 
the feeble Claudius, the profligate and cruel Nero, 
the bealtly Vitellius and the timid inhuman 
Domitian , are condemned to everlalting infamy. 
During fourfeore years ( excepting only the Ihort 
and doubtful refpite of Vefpafian’s reign 11 ) Rome 
groaned beneath an unremitting tyranny, which 
exterminated the ancient families of the republic, 
and was fatal to almoll every virtue, and every 
talent, that arofc in that unhappy period. 
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Under the reign of thefe rrtonflers , the flavery 
of the Romans was accompanied with two peculiar 
circum fiances , the one occafioned by their former 
liberty, the other by their extenfive conquefls, 
which rendered their condition more completely 
wretched than that of the vidtims of tyranny in any 
other age or country. From thefe caufes were deri- 
ved , i. The exquifite fallibility of the fuflferers; 
and, 2 . the impoflibility of cfcaping from the hand 
of the oppredor. 

I. When Perfia was governed by the defendants 
of Scfi , a race of princes , whofe wanton cruelty 
often ftained their divan * their table , and their bed, 
with the blood of their favourites , there is a faying 
recorded of a young nobleman , That he never 
departed from the fultan’s prefence, without fatis- 
fying himfelf whether his head was flill on his fhoul- 
ders. The experience of every day might almoffc 
juftify the fcepticifm of Ruflan s \ Yet the fatal 
fword , ftifpended above him by a fugle thread , 
feems not to llavc.diflurbed the {lumbers, or inter- 
rupted the tranquillity, of the Perfan. The. mon- 
arch’s frown, he well knew, could level him with 
the dull; but the flroke of lightning or apoplexy 
might be equally fatal ; and it was the part of a wife 
man, to forget the inevitable calamities of human 
life in the enjoyment of the fleeting hour. He was 
dignified with the appellation of the king’s flave ; 
had , perhaps , been purchafed from obfeure pa- 
rents, in a country which he had never known; 
and was trained up from his infancy in the feverc 
difeipline of the feraglio *\ His name , his wealth, 
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Fis honours , were the gift of a matter , who might, 

, without injuttice, refume what he had beftowedr 
Ruftan’s knowledge, if he poffeffed any, could 
only ferve to confirm his habits by prejudices. His 
language afforded not words for any form of govern- 
ment , except abfolute monarchy. The hiftory of 
the eaft informed him, that fuch had ever been the 
condition of mankind 5 \ The Koran, and the 
interpreters of that divine book, inculcated to him, 
that the fultan was the defeendant of the prophet, 
and the vicegerent of heaven ; that patience was 
the firft virtue of a Muffulman, and unlimited 
obedience the great duty of a fubjeCt. 

The minds of the Romans were very differently 
prepared for flavery. Oppreffcd beneath the weight 
of their own corruption and of military violence, 
they for a long while preferved the fentiments, or 
atleaftthe ideas, of their freeborn anceftors. The 
education of Helvidius and Thrafea, of Tacitus 
and Pliny , was the fame as that of Cato and Cicero. 
From Grecian philofophy , they had imbibed the 
jufteft and moft liberal notions of the dignity of 
human nature, and the origin of civil fociety. The 
h ittory of their own country had taught them to revere 
a free, a virtuous, and a victorious commonwealth ; to 
abhor the fuccefsful crimes of CadarandAuguftus;and 
inwardly to defpife thofe tyrants whom they adored 
with the moft abjeCt flattery. As magiftrates and 
fenators , they were admitted into the great council , 
which had once dictated laws to the earth, whofe name 
ftill gave a fanCtion to the aCts of the monarch , and 
Nvhofc authority \yas fo often profti'.uted to the vileft; 
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chap, purpofcs of tyranny. Tiberius, and tliofe emperors 
in. who adopted his maxims, attempted to difguife 
their murders by the formalities of juftice , and 
perhaps enjoyed a fecret pleafure in rendering the 
fenate their accomplice as well as their vidim. By 
this affembly , the laft of the Romans were condemn- 
ed for imaginary crimes and real virtues. Their 
infamous accufers aflumed the language of independ- 
ent patriots, who arraigned a dangerous citizen 
before the tribunal of his country; and the public 
fervice was rewarded by riches and honours The 
fervile judges prufeffed to alfert the majefty of the 
commonwealth , violated in the perfon of its firfl: 
magiflrate ’* , whofe clemency they mod applauded 
when they trembled the mod at his inexorable and 
impending cruelty ,7 . The tyrant beheld their 
bafenefs with juft contempt, and encountered their 
fecret fentiments of deteftation with fincere and 
avowed hatred for the whole body of the fenate. 
Extent of II. The divifion of Europe into a number of inde- 
thc^em. pendeht ftates, connected, however, with each 
them 'no other, by the general refemblance of religion, 
puce of language, and manners, is produdive of the mod 
ielu£e ' beneficial confequences to the liberty of mankind. 

A modern tyrant, who fhould find po refiftance 
cither in his own breaft, or in his people, would 
foon experience a gentle reftraint from the example 
of his equals, the dread of prefent cenfure, the 
advice of his allies , and the apprehenfion of his 
enemies. The objed of his difpleafure, efcaping 
from the narrow limits of his dominions, would 
• eafily obtain, in a happier climate , a fecure refuge, 
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a new fortune adequate to his merit, the freedom chap. 
of complaint, and perhaps the means of revenge. m. 
But the empire of the Romans filled the world, and 
■when that empire fell into the hands of a fingle 
perfon , the ;world became a fafe and dreary prifon 
for his enemies. The flave of Imperial defpotifm, 
whether he was condemned to drag his gilded chain 
in Rome and the fenate , or to wear out a life of 
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus , or.the frozen 
banks of the Danube expedted his fate in filent 
defpair 5 *. To refill was fatal , and it was impoflible 
to fly. On every fide he was encompaffed with a 
vail extent of fea and land , which he could never 
hope to traverfe without being difcovered , feized, 
and rellored to his irritated mailer. Beyond the 
frontiers , his anxious view could difcover nothing, 
except the ocean , inhofpitable deferts , hollile 
tribes of barbarians, offierce manners and unknown 
language, or dependent kings, who would gladly 
purchafe the emperor’s protedlion by the facrifice 
of an obnoxious fugitive ”. “Wherever you are, ” 

• faid Cicero to the exiled Marcellus , “ remember 
“ that you are equally within the power of the coa« 

a #• » 

queror . 
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no THE DECLINE AND FALL 
CHAP. IV, 

The cruelly , follies , and murder of Commodus. — - , 

Election of Pertinax — • his attempts to reform the 

State — his ajjajfuiation by the Pratorian Guards. 

Th E mildnefs of Marcus, which the rigid 
difeipline of the Stoics was unable to eradicate, 
formed, at the fame time, the mod amiable, and 
the only defective, part of his character. His excel- 
lent underftanding was often deceived by the 
unfufpecting goodnefs of his heart. Artful men , 
who ftudy the paffions of princes, and conceal 
their own, approached his perfon in the difguife 
of philofophic fanctity, and acquired riches and 
honours by affedting to defpife them His exceffive 
indulgence to his brother, his wife, and his fon, 
exceeded the bounds of private virtue, and became 
a public injury , by the example and confequences 
of their vices. 

Fauftina, the daughter of Pius <and the wife of 
Marcus , has been as much celebrated for her 
gallantries as for her beauty. The grave fimplicity 
of the philofopher was ill calculated to engage her 
wanton levity, or to fix that unbounded pa Hi oil 
for variety , which often dilcovered perfonal merit 
in the meaneft of mankind *. The Cupid of the 
ancients was, in general, a very fenfual deity ; and 
the amours of an emprefs, as they exact on her fide 
the plainelt advances , are feldom fufceptible of 
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mncli fentimental delicacy. Marcus was the only 
man in the empire who feemed ignorant or infenfible 
of the irregularities of Fauftina; which, according 
to the prejudices of every age, reflected fome 
difgrace on the injured hufband. He promoted 
feveral of her lovers to ports of honour and profit * , 
and during a connexion of thirty years, invariably 
gave her proofs of the moft tender confidence , and 
of a refpect which ended not with her life. In his 
Meditations, he thanks the gods , who had bellow- 
ed on him a wife , fo faithful, fo gentle, and of 
fuch a wonderful fimplicity of manners \ The 
obfequious fenate, at his earneft requeft, declared 
her a goddefs. She was reprefented in her temples, 
with the attributes of Juno, Venus, and Ceres; 
and it was decreed, that, on the day of their 
nuptials, the youth of either fex fhould pay their 
vows before the altar of their charte patronefs \ 
The monrtrous vices of the fon have cart a fhade 
on the purity of the father’s virtues. It has been 
objected to Marcus , that he facrificed the happinefs 
of millions -to ^fond partiality for a worthlefs boy; 
and that he chofe a fuccelfor in his own family, 
rather than in the republic. Nothing, however, 
was neglected by the anxious father , and by the 
men of virtue and learning whom he fummoned to 
his afliftance, to expand the narrow mind of young 
Commodus, to corredt his growing vices, and to 
render him worthy of the throne, for which he was 
defigned. But the power of inftrudtion is feldom of 
much efficacy, except in thofe happy difpofitions 
where it is ahnoft fupcrffuous. The diilafteful kilo* 
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chap. °f a grave philofopher was , in a moment, obli- 
lv terated by the whifper of a profligate favourite; 
and Marcus himfelf blafted the fruits of this laboured 
education, by admitting hi« fon, at the age of 
fourteen or fifteen, to a full participation of the 
Imperial power. He lived but four years afterwards; 
but he lived long enough to repent a rafh meafure , 
which raifed the impetuous youth above the reftraint 
of reafon and authority. 

AcctfTion Moll of the crimes which difturb the internal peace 
of the em- of fociety , are produced by the reftraints which the 
commo. neceffary, but unequal laws of property, have 
du$. impofed on the appetites of mankind , by confining 
to a few the pofleflion of thofe objedts that are 
coveted by many. Of all our paflions and appetites, 
the love of power is of the mod imperious and 
unfociable nature, fince the pride of one man 
requires the fubmiflion of the multitude. In the 
tumult of civil difcord, the laws of fociety lofe- 
their force , and their place is feldom fupplied by 
thofe of humanity. The ardour of contention , the 
pride of vidlory, the defpair of fuccefs, the 
memory of pad injuries , and the fear of future 
dangers, all contribute to inflame the mind, apd to 
filence the voice of pity. From fuch motives almoft 
every page of hidory has been dained with civil 
blood; but thefe motives will not account for the un- 
provoked cruelties of Commodus, who had nothing 
to wilh , and every thing to enjoy. The beloved 
„ „ fon of Marcus fucceeded to his father , amidd the 
, acclamations of the fenate and armies * , and when 
heafcended the throne, the happy youth faw round 

him 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 113 

him neither competitor to remove * nor enemies 
to punifh. I11 this calm elevated ftation , it was 
furely natural that ,he (liould prefer the love of 
mankind to their deteftation , the mild glories of 
his five predecelfors , to the ignominious fate of 
Nero , and Domitian. 

Yet Commodus was not, as he has been repre- 
fented, a tiger born with an infatiate thirft of 
human blood, and capable, from his infancy, of 
the moft inhuman adtions 7 . Nature had formed 
him of a weak, rather than a wicked difpofition. 
His fimplicity and timidity rendered him the flave 
of his attendants , who gradually corrupted his 
mind. His cruelty, which at firft obeyed the dictates 
of others , degenerated into habit , and at length 
became the ruling paffion of his foul *. 

Upon the death of his father, Commodus found 
himfelf embarraffed with the command of a great 
army, and the condudt of a difficult war againft the 
Quadi and Marcomanni *. The fervile and profligate 
youths whom Marcus bad banilhed , foon regained 
their ftation and influence about the new emperor. 
They exaggerated the hardlhips and dangers of a 
campaign in the wild countries beyond the Danube ; 
and they affured the indolent prince , that the terror 
of his name and the arms of his lieutenants would be 
fufficient to complete the conqueft of the difmayed 
barbarians; or to impofe fuch conditions, as 
were more advantageous than any conqueft. By a 
dextrous application to his fenfual appetites, 
they compared the tranquillity , the fplendour , the 
refined pleafures of Rome, with the tumult of 
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chap, a Pannonian camp, which afforded neither leifure nor 
IV. materials for luxury I0 . Commodus liflened to the 
pleafing advice; butwhilft hehefitated between his 
own inclination , and the awe which he ftill retained 
for his father’s counfellors, the fummer infenfibly 
elapfed , and his triumphal entry into the capital 
was deferred till the autumn. His graceful perfon ”, 
popular addrefs , and imagined virtues , attracted 
the public favour ; the honourable peace which he 
had recently granted to the barbarians , diffufed an 
nniverfal joy “ ; his impatience to revifit Rome 
was fondly afcribed to the love of his country; and 
bis diffolute courfe of amufements was faintly con- 
demned in a prince of nineteen years of age. 

During the three hrft years of his reign, the 
forms , and even the fpirit of the old adminiftration 
were maintained by thofe faithful counfellors, to 
whom Marcus had recommended his fon, and for 
whofe wifdorn and integrity Commodus ftill 
entertained a reluCtant efteem . The young prince 
and his profligate favourites revelled in all tlje 
licence of fovereign power; but his hands were yet 
unftained with blood ; and he had even difplayed a 
generoflty of fentiment, which might perhaps have 
ripened into folid virtue ”. A fatal incident decided 
his fluctuating character. 

is wound. One evening, as the emperor was returning to. 

“ the palace through a dark and narrow portico in the 
a. n. i 83 . amphitheatre ”, an aflaflin , who waited his paffage, 
rufhed upon him with a drawn fword , loudly 
exclaiming, <c The fenate fends you this. ” The 
menace prevented the deed ; the aflaflin was feized 
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by the 'guards, and immediately revealed the 
authors of the confpiracy. Ithad been formed, not 
in the ftate, but within the walls of the palace. 
Lucilla, the emperor’s After, and widow of Lucius 
Verus , impatient of the fecond rank, and jealous 
ofvthe reigning emprefs, had armed the murderer 
againft her brother's life. She had not ventured to 
communicate the black defign to her i'econd hufband 
Claudius Pompeianus, a fenator of diftinguiflied 
merit and unlhaken loyalty; but among the crowd 
of her lovers (for flie imitated the manners of Fauftina) 
flie found men of defperate fortunes and wild ambi- 
tion, who were prepared to ferve her more violent, 
as well as her tender paflions. The confpirators 
experienced the rigour of juftice, and the abandoned 
prir.cefs was punilhed, firft with exile, and after- 
wards with death 

But the words of the aflaflin funk deep into the 
mind of Commodus , andleftan indelible imprellion 
of fear and hatred againft the whole body of the 
fenate. Thofe whom he had dreaded as importunate 
minifters , he now fufpe<fted as fecret enemies. The 
Delators, a race of men difcouraged , and almoft 
extinguiflied , under the former reigns, again 
became formidable , as foon as they difcovered that 
the emperor was defirous of linding difaffeftion and 
treafon in the fenate. That alfembly, whom Marcus 
had ever confidered as the great council of the 
nation, was compofed of the mod diftinguiflied of 
the Romans; and diftin&ion of every kind foon 
became criminal. The pofieflion of wealth {Emulated 
the diligence of the informers ; rigid virtue implied 
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a tacit cenfure of the irregularities of Commodus; 
important fervices implied a dangerous fuperiority 
of merit; and the friendfhip of the father always 
enfured the averfion of the fon. Sufpicion was 
equivalent to proof: trial to condemnation. The 
execution of a confiderable fenator was attended 
with the death of all who might lament or revenge 
his fate ; and when Commodus had once tailed 
human blood, he became incapable of pity or 
remorfe. 

Of thefe innocent vidtims of tyranny , none died 
more lamented than the two brothers of the Quin- 
tilian family, Maximus and Condianus; whofe 
fraternal love has faved their names from oblivion, 
and endeared their memory to pofterity. Their 
fludies and their occupations, their purfuits and 
their pleafures, were ftill the fame. In the enjoy- 
ment of a great eftate, they never admitted the 
idea of a feparate intereft ; fome fragments are now 
extant of a treatife which they comp©fed in 
common ; and in every adlion of life it was obferved , 
that their two bodies were animated by one foul. 
The Antonines, who valued their virtues, and 
delighted in their union, raifed them, in the fame 
year, to the confullhip: and Marcus afterwards 
intruded to their joint care, the civil adminiftration 
of Greece, and a great military command , in which 
they obtained a fignal vidtory over the Germans. 
The kind cruelty of Commodus united them in 
death '* . 

The tyrant’s rage , after having fhed the nobleft 
blood of the fenate , at length recoiled on the 
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principal internment of his cruelty. Wlulft Com- chap. 
modus was immerfed in blood and luxury, he* iv. 
devolved the detail of the public bufinefs on Per- 
ennis; a fervile and ambitious minifler, who had 
obtained his poft by the murder of his predeceffor , 
but who potfefled a confiderabie fliare of vigour 
and ability. By ads of extortion , and the forfeited 
eftates of the nobles facrificed to his .avarice , he 
had accumulated an immfenfe treafure. The Prae- 
torian guards were under his immediate command, 
andhisfon, who already difcovered a military 
genius, was at the head of the Illyrian legions. 

Perennis afpired to the empire; or what, in the 
eyes of Commodus, amounted to the fame crime, 
he was capable of afpiring to it, had he not been 
prevented, furprifed, and put to death. The fall A. D. 186. 
of a minifler is a very trifling incident in the general 
rhiftory of the empire; but it was haftened by an 
extraordinary circumftance , which proved how 
much the nerves of difeipline were already relaxed. 

The legions of Britain , difeontented with the 
adminiflration of Perennis , formed a deputation 
of fifteen hundred feled men , with inftrudions 
to march to Rome, and lay their complaints before 
the emperor. Thefe military petitioners, by their 
own determined behaviour, by inflaming the divi- 
fions of the guards, by exaggerating the ftrength 
of the Britilh army, and by alarming the fears of 
Commodus , exaded and obtained the minifter’s 
death, as the only redrefs of their grievances 
This prefumption of a diftant army, and their 
difeovery of the weaknefs of government , was a 
fure prefage of the moft dreadful convulfions. 


Digitized by GoogI 



ns THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c it. A P. The negligence of the public adminiflration was 
1V - betrayed foon afterwards , by a new diforder which 
? 'clmif. arofe from the fmalleft beginnings. A fpirit of 
defertion began to prevail among the troops, and 
the deferters , inftead of feeking their fafety in flight 
or concealment, infelted the highways. IVIaternus 
a private foidier, of, a daring boldnefs above his 
/ ftation, colleded thefe bands of robbers into a 
little army, fet open the prifons , invited the (laves 
to aflert their freedom, and 'plundered with impu- 
nity the rich and defencelefs cities of Gaul and 
Spain. The governors of the provinces , who had 
long been the fpedators, and perhaps the partners, 
of his depredations, were, at length roufed from 
their fupine indolence by the threatening commands 
of the emperor. IVIaternus found that he was en- 
compafled, and forefaw that he mud be over- 
powered. A great effort of defpair was his la fb 
refource. He ordered his followers to difperfe , 
to pafs the Alps in fmall parties and various dif- 
guifes, and to aflemble at Rome , during the licen- 
tious tumult of the feftival ofCybele". To murder 
Commodus, and to afeend the vacant throne, was 
the ambition of no vulgar robber. His meafures 
were fo ably concerted, that his concealed troops 
already filled the ftreets of Rome. The envy of 
an accomplice difeovered and ruined this Angular 
enterptife r in the moment when it was ripe for 
execution 

,j ; Sufpicious princes often promote the laft of 
itc cu.m- mankind from a vain perfuafion , that thofe who 
have no dependence, except on their favour, will 
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have no attachment, except to the pcrfon of their chap. 
benefador. Oleander , the fuccefTor of Perennis , jy. 
was a Phrygian by birth; of a nation, over whofe 
ftubborn , but fervile temper , blows only could 
prevail 1 ’. He had been fent from his native country 
to Rome, in the capacity of a Have. As a flave 
he entered the Imperial palace, rendered himfclf 
ufeful to his mailer's paflions , and rapidly afcendec' 
to the moll exalted flation which a fubjed conic, 
enjoy. His influence over the mind of Commodus 
was much greater than that of his predeceffor; for 
Oleander was devoid of any ability or virtue which 
could infpire the emperor with envy or diftruft. 

Avarice was the reigning pafllon of his f(^ul , and His ava- 
the great principle of his adminiflration. The rank i : '" d 
of Conful , of Patrician, of Senator, was expofed 
to public fale ; and it would have been confidered 
as difaflfedion, if any one had refilled to purchafe 
thefe empty and difgraceful honours with the 
greatell part of his fortune 1 '. In the lucrative 
provincial employments, the miniHer fliared with 
the governor the fpoils of the people. The execu- 
tion of the laws was venal and arbitrary. A wealthy 
criminal might obtain, not only the reverfal of the 
fentence by which he was juflly condemned ; but 
might likewife inflid whatever punifhment lie 
pleafed on the accufer , the witueffes , and the 
judge. 

By thefe means , Cleandcr, in the fpace of three 
years, had accumulated more wealth than had ever 
yet been pofTefled by any freedman 11 . Commodtss 
was perfedly fatisfied with the magnificent prefjnts 
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which the artful courtier laid at his feet in the moft 
feafonable moments. To divert the public envy, 
'Cleander, under the emperor’s name, eredted baths, 
porticoes, and places of exercife , for the ufe of the 
people 1 '. He flattered himfelf that the Romans , 
dazzled and amufed by this apparent liberality, 
would be lcfs nftedted by the bloody fcenes which 
were daily exhibited.; that they would forget the 
death of Byrrhus , a fenator to whofe fuperior merit 
the late emperor had granted one of his daughters; 
and that they would forgive the execution of Arrius 
Antoninus, the Jaft reprefentative of the name and 
virtues of the Antonines. The former, with more 
integrity than prudence, had attempted to difclofe, 
to his brother-in-law, the true character of Cleander. 
An equitable fentence pronounced by the latter, 
when Proconfulof Afla , againft a worthlefs creature 
of the favourite, proved fatal to him 14 . After the 
fall of Perennis , the terrors of Commodus had, for 
a fliort time , affumed the appearance of a return 
to virtue. He repealed the moft odious of his adts, 
loaded his memory with the public execration, 
and aferibed to the pernicious counfels of that 
wicked minifler, all the errors of his inexperienced 
youth. But his repentance lafted'only thirty days; 
and, under Oleander's tyranny, the adminiftration 
of Perennis was often regretted. 

Peftilence and famine contributed to fill up the 
meafure of the calamities of Rome 15 . The firft 
could be only imputed to the juft indignation of 
the gods ; but a monopoly of corn , fupported by 
the riches and power of the minifter , was confi- 
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dered as the immediate caufe of the fecond. The c H A r. 
popular difcontent, after it had long circulated in iv. 
whifpers , broke' out in the afTembled circus. The 
people quitted their favourite amufements, for the 
more delicious pleafure of revenge , rufhed in 
crowds towards a palace in the fuburbs , one of 
the emperor’s retirements , and demanded , with ' 
angry clamours, the head of the public enemy. 
Oleander, who commanded the Praetorian guards 1 *, 
ordered a body of cavalry to fally forth , anddifperfe 
the feditious multitude. The multitude fled with 
precipitation towards the city ; feveral were flain 
and many more were trampled to death : but when 
the’cavalry entered' the ftreets , their purfuit wfts 
checked by a fliower of ftones and darts from the 
roofs and windows of the houfes. The foot 
guards 17 , who had been long jealous of the 
prerogatives and infolence of the Praetorian cavalry, 
embraced the party of the people. The tumult 
became a regular engagement, and threatened a 
general maffacre. The Praetorians , at length , gave 
way, opprefled with numbers; and the tide of 
popular fury returned with redoubled violence 
againft the gates of the palace, where Commodus 
lay, diflblved in luxury, and alone unconfcious 
of the civil war. It was death to approach his 
perfon with the unwelcome news. He would have 
perilhed in this fupine fecurity , had not two women , 
his elder After Fadilla , and Marcia , the rood 
favoured of his concubines, ventured to break 
into his prefence. Bathed in tears , and with 
dilhevelled hair , they threw themfelves at his feet ; 
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and with all the prefling eloquence of fear, difco- 
vered to the affrighted emperor , the crimes of the 
miniller, the rage of the people * and the impending 
ruin, which, in a few minutes, would burft over 
his palace and perfon. Commodus ftarted from his 
dream of pleafure, and commanded that the head 
of Cleander fhould be thrown out to the people. 
The defired fpeclacle inftantly appeafed the tumult , 
and the fon of Marcus might even yet have regained 
the affection and confidence of his fubjedts*'. 

But every fentiment of virtue and humanity was 
extindl in the mind of Commodus. Whilft he thus 
abandoned the reins of empire to thefe unworthy 
favourites, he valued nothing in fovereign power, 
except the unbounded licence of indulging his fen- 
fual appetites. His hours were fpent in a feraglio 
of three hundred beautiful women , and as many 
boys, of every rank, and of every province; and, 
wherever the arts of feduction proved ineffectual, 
the brutal lover had recourfe to violence. The 
ancient hiftorians 1 ’ have expatiated on thefe 
abandoned fcenes of proftitudon , which fcorned 
every reftraint of nature or modefty ; but it would 
not be eafy to tranflate their too faithful defcripdons 
into the decency of modern language. The intervals 
of lull were filled up with the bafefi: amufements. 
The influence of a f polite age, and the labour of 
an attentive education, had never been able to 
infufe into his rude and brutifli mind , the leaft 
tindlure of learning; and he was the firft of the 
Roman emperors totally devoid of talle for the 
pleafures of the undcrllanding. Nero himfelf excel- 
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Jed, or affedted to excel, in the elegant arts of 
rnufic and poetry ; nor fhould we defpife his purfuits, 
had he not converted the pleafing relaxation of a 
leifure hour into the ferious bufincfs and ambition 
of his life. But Commodus, from his earlicft infancy, 
difcovered an averfuon to whatever was rational or 
liberal , and a fond attachment to the amufements 
of the populace; the i'ports of the circus and am- 
phitheatre , the combats of gladiators , and the 
hunting of wild beafts. The mafters in every branch 
of learning, whom Marcus provided for bis fon, 
■were heard with inattention and difguft; whilft 
the Moors and Parthians, who taught him to dart 
the javelin and to fhoot with the bow, found a 
difciple who delighted in his application , and foon 
equalled the moft fkilful of his inftru&ors, in the 
fteadinefs of the eye, and the dexterity of the hand. 

The fervile crowd, whofe fortune depended on 
their mafter’s vices, applauded thcfe ignoble purfuits. 
The perfidious voice of flattery reminded him, 
that by exploits of the fame nature, by the defeat 
of the Nemsean lion, and the flaughter of the wild 
boar of Erymanthus , the Grecian Hercules had 
acquired a place among the gods, and an immortal 
memory among men. They only forgot to obfervc, 
that, in the firft ages of fociety , when the fiercer 
animals often difpute with man the poffeflion of an 
unfettled country, a fuccefsful war againft thofe 
favages is one of the moft innocent and beneficial 
labours of heroifm. In the civilized Rate of the 
Roman empire , the wild beafts had long fince 
retired from the face of man , and the neighbourhood 
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of populous cities. Tofurprife them in their folitary 
haunts, and to tranfport them to Rome , that they 
might be flain in pomp by the hand of an emperor , 
was an enterprife equally ridiculous for the prince, 
and oppreflive for the people ! \ Ignorant of thefe 
dillindtions, Commodus eagerly embraced the glo- 
rious refemblance, and ftyled himfelf (as we ftill 
read on his medals ” ) the Roman Hercules. The club 
and the lion’s hide were placed by the fide of the 
throne, amongft the enfigns of fovereignty ; and 
ftatues were erected , in which Commodus was 
reprefented in the charadter, and with the attributes, 
of the god , whofe valour and dexterity he endeav- 
oured to emulate in the daily courfe of his feroci- 
ous amufements J \ 

Elated with thefe praifes , which gradually 
extinguished the innate fenfe'of fhame , Commodus 
refolved to exhibit , before the eyes of the Roman 
people , thofe exercifes , which till then he had 
decently confined within the walls of his palace , and 
to the prefence of a few favourites. On the appointed 
day, the various motives of flattery, fear, and 
curiofity, attradled to the amphitheatre an innumer- 
able multitude of fpedtators; and fome degree of 
applaufe was defervedly bellowed on the uncommon 
{kill of the Imperial performer. Whether he aimed 
at the head or heart of the animal, the wound was 
alike certain and mortal. With arrows, whofe point 
was fhaped into the form ofacrefcent, Commodus 
often intercepted the rapid career , and cut afunder 
the long bony neck of the oftrich”. A panther 
was let loofe; and the archer waited till he had 
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leaped upon a trembling malefadtor. In the fame 
indant the fhaft flew,- the bead dropt dead, and 
the man remained unhurt. The dens of the amphi- 
theatre difgorged at once a hundred lions ; a hundred 
darts from the unerring hand of Commodus laid them 
dead as they ran raging round the Arena. Neither 
the huge bulk of the elephant, nor the fcaly 
hide of the rhinoceros, could defend them from 
his droke. ./Ethiopia and India yielded their 
mod extraordinary productions ; and feveral 
animals were flain in the amphitheatre , which 
had been feen only in the reprefentations of art , 
or perhaps of fancy 1 *. In all thefe exhibitions, 
the fecured precautions were ufed to protedt 
the perfon of the Roman Hercules from the defperate 
fpring of any favage ; who might poffibly difregard 
the dignity of the emperor, and the fandtity of the 
god”. 

But the meaned of the populace were affedted 
with fhame and indignation when they beheld their 
fovereign enter the lids as a gladiator, and glory in 
a profedion which the laws and manners of the 
Romans had branded with the juded note of infa- 
my He chofe the habit and arms of the Secutor f 
whofe combat with the Retiarius formed one of the 
mod lively fcenes in the bloody fports of the amphi- 
theatre. The Secutor was armed with an helmet, 
fword, and buckler; his naked antagonid had only 
a large net and a trident; with the one he endeav- 
oured to entangle, with the other to difpatch, his 
enemy. If he miffed the fird throw , he was obliged 
to fly from the purfiiic of the Secutor , till he had 
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’. prepared his net for a fecond call”. The emperor 
foughtin this character feven hundred and thirty-five 
feveral times. Thefe glorious atchievements were 
carefully recorded in the public a<fls of the empire; 
and that he might omit rio circumftance of infamy, 
he received from the common fund of gladiators , a 
ftipend fo exorbitant, that it became a new and 
mod ignominious tax upon the Roman p.eople It 
may be eafily fuppofed , that in thefe engagements 
the mailer of the world was always fuccefsful : in 
the amphitheatre his vidlories -were not often 
fanguinary ; but when he exercifed his fkill in the 
fchool of gladiators , or his own palace , his 
wretched antagonifts werefrequently honoured with 
a mortal wound from the hand of Commodus , and 
obliged to feal their flattery with their blood He 
now difdained the appellation of Hercules. The 
name of Paulus , a celebrated Secutor, was the 
only one which delighted his ear. It was inferibed 
on his coloflal ftatues , and repeated in the redoubled 
acclamations 44 of the mournful and applauding 
fenate 4I . Claudius Pompeianus , the virtuous 
hufband of Lucilla, was the only fenator who 
aflerted the honour of his rank. As a father, he 
permitted his fons to confult their fa fety by attending 
the amphitheatre. As a Roman , he declared, that 
his own life was in the emperor’s hands, but that 
he would never behold the foil of Marcus prollituting 
his perfon and dignity. Notwithftanding his manly 
refolution , Pompeianus efcaped the refentmentof 
the tyrant , and , with his honour , had the good 
fortune to preferve his life 4 *. 
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Commodus had now attained the fummit of vice 
and infamy. Amidft the acclamations of a flattering 
court, he was unable to difguife, fromj himfelf, 
that he had deferved the contempt and hatred of 
every man of fenfe and virtue in his empire. His 
ferocious fpirit was irritated by the confcioufnefs of 
that hatred , by the envy of every kind of merit, by 
the juft apprehenfion of danger, and by -the habit 
of (laughter, which he contracted in his daily 
amufements. Hiftory has preferved a long lift of 
confular fenators facrificcd to his wanton lufpicion, 
which fought out, with peculiar anxiety , thofe 
unfortunate perfons connected, however remotely, 
with the family of the Antonines, without fparing 
even the minifters of his crimes or pleafures **. His 
cruelty proved at laft fatal to himfelf. He had Ihcd 
with impunity the noblcft blood of Rome : he 
periflied as foon as he was dreaded by his own 
domeftics. Marcia , his favourite concubine , 
EcleCtus his chamberlain , and Ltetus his Prxtorian 
praefeCt, alarmed by the fate of their companions and 
■predeceffors,rcfolved to prevent the deftruCtion which 
every hour hung over their heads, either from the mad 
caprice of the tyrant, or the fudden indignation of 
the people. Marcia feized the occafion of prefenting 
a draught of wine to her lover, after he had fatigued 
himfelf with hunting fome wild beafts. Commodus 
retired to fteep; butwhilft he was labouring with the 
effeCts of poifon and drunkennefs, a robuft youth* 
by profeflion a wreftler, entered his chamber, and 
ftrangled him without refiftance. The body was 
fecretly conveyed out of the palace , before the lead 
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fufpicion wa? entertained in the city, or even in the' 
court,' of the emperor’s death. Such was the fate of 
the fon of Marcus, and foeafy was it to deflroy a 
hated tyrant, who, by the artificial powers of 
government, had oppreffed , during thirteen years, 
fo many millions of fubjeds , each of whom was 
equal to their mailer in perfonal flrength and per- 
fonal abilities 4 \ 

The meafures of the confpirators were conducted 
with the deliberate coolnefs and celerity which the 
greatnefs of the occafion required. They refolved 
inftantly to fill the vacant throne with an emperor, 
whofe charader would juftify and maintain theadion 
that had been committed. They fixed on Pertinax, 
praefed of the city, an ancient fenator of confular 
rank , whofe confpicuous merit had broke through 
the obfeurity of his birth , and railed him to the 
firfl honours of the flate.He had fucceflively governed 
moft of the provinces of the empire; and in all 
his great employments, military as well as civil, 
he had uniformly diftinguifhed himfelf by the 
firmnefs, the prudence, and the integrity of his 
condud + ‘. He now remained almofl alone of the 
friends and miniflers of Marcus; and when, at a 
late hour of the night, he was awakened with 
the news, that the chamberlain and the pnefed 
were at his door, he. received them with intrepid 
refignation , and defired they would execute their 
mafler’s orders. Inflead of death, they offered him 
the throne of the Roman world. During fome 
moments he diflrufled their intentions and afiurances. 
Convinced at length of the death of Commodus, 

he 
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he accepted the purple with a fincere relu&ance, 
the natural effedt of his knowledge both of the 
duties and of the dangers of the fupreme rank 4 *. 

Ltetus conducted without delay his new emperor 
to the camp of the Praetorians, diffufing at the 
fame time through the city a feafonable report 
that Commodus died fuddenly of an apoplexy; 
and that the virtuous Pertinax had already fucceeded 
to the throne. The guards were rather furprifed 
than pleafed with the fufpicious death of a prince , 
whofe indulgence and liberality they alone had 
experienced; but the emergency of the occafion , 
the authority of their praefedl, the reputation of 
Pertinax, and the clamours of the people, obliged 
them to Hi fle their fecret difeontents, to accept 
the donative promifed of the new emperor, to 
fwear allegiance to him, and with joyful acclamations 
and laurels in their hands to condudl him to the 
fenate-houfe , that the military confent might be 
ratified by the civil authority. 

This important night was now far fpent; with 
the dawn of day., and the commencement of the 
new year , the fenators expedted a fummons to 
attend an ignominious ceremony. In fpite of all 
remonftrances, even of thofe of his creatures, who 
yet preferved any regard for prudence or decencjf, 
Commodus had refolved to pafs the night in the 
gladiators fchool, and from thence to take polTeflion 
of the confullhip, in the habit and with the attend 
ance of that infamous crew. On a fudden , before 
the break of day, the fenate was called together in 
the temple of Concord, to meet the guards, and 
Vol.I. . • - I 
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chap, to ratify the election of a new emperor. For a 
iv. few minutes they fat in fiient fnfpenfe, doubtful 
of their unexpected deliverance, and fufpicious of 
i the cruel artifices of Commodus; but when at 
length they were adored that the tyrant was no 
more, they refigned themfelves to all the tranfports 
of jov and indignation. Pertinax, who modeftly 
reprefented the meannefs of his extraction, and 
pointed out feveral noble fenators more deferving 
than himfelf of the empire, was conflrained by 
their dutiful violence to afcend the throne, and 
received all the titles of Imperial power , confirmed 
ri;c me- toy the inoft fincere vows of fidelity. The memory 

mory of • of Commodus was branded with eternal infamy. 
aHr'decia- The names of tyrant , of gladiator , of public enemy, 
red infa- refounded in every corner of the houfe. They 
decreed in tumultuous votes , that his honours 
fhould be reverfed, his , titles erafed from thepublic 
monuments, his flatties thrown down, his body 
dragged with a hook into the ftripping room of 
, T i . the gladiators , to fatiate the public fury; and 
they expreffed fome,. indignation againfl thofe 
officious fervants who had already prefumed to 
. <■ fereen his remains from the juflice of the fenate. 
But Pertinax could not refufe thofe lafl rites to 
the memory of Marcus and the tears of his firft 
proteCtor , Claudius Pompeianus, who lamented 
the cruel fate of his brother-in-law, and lamented 
tcgai ju ILd-more that he had deferved it’ 7 , 
liidifiion Thefe effufions of impotent rage .againfl a dead 
of the re- emperor , whom the fenate had flattered when alive 
"he'enipe- with the moft abjeift Jervility , betrayed a juft but 
tors. ungenerous" fpirit of revenge. The legality of thefe 
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decrees was however jfupported by the principles 
of the Imperial conilitution. To cenfure, to depofe, 
or to punifli with death, the firft magiftrate of 
the republic, who had abufed his delegated trull, 
was the ancientand undoubted prerogative of the 
Roman fenate” ; but that feeble affembly was 
obliged to content itfelf with inflicting on a fallen 
tyrant that public juftice, from which , during his 
life and reign , he had been lhielded by the Itrong 
arm of military defpotifm. 

Pertinax found a nobler way of condemning his 
predeceflor’s memory, by the contrail of his own 
virtues, with the vices of Commodus. On the day 
of his acceflion , he refigned over to his wife and 
fon his whole private fortune; that they might have 
no pretence to folicit favours at the expence of the 
Hate. He refufed to flatter the vanity of the former 
•with the title of Augufta; or to corrupt the inex- 
perienced youth of the latter by the rank of Caefar, 
Accurately diftinguiflling between the duties of a 
parent and thole of a fovereign , he educated his fon 
with a fevere fimpjicity, which, while it gave hint 
no aflured profped of the throne, might in time have 
rendered him worthy of it. In public, the behaviour 
of Pertinax was grave and affable. He lived with the 
virtuous part of the fenate (and in a private ftation, 
he had been acquainted with the true character of 
each individual), without either pride or jealoufy; 
confidered them as friends and companions, with 
whom he had Ihared the dangers of the tyranny, 
and with whom he wifhed to enjoy the fecurity of 
the prefent time. He very frequently invited them 
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to familiar entertainments, the frugality of which 
was ridiculed by thofe, who remembered and 
regretted the luxurious prodigality of Coin- 
modus **. 

To heal, as far as it was poflible, the wounds 
inflicled by the hand of tyranny, was the pleafing, 
but melancholy , talk of Pertinax. The innocent 
victims, who yet furvived, were recalled from 
exile, releafed from prifon, and reflored to the 
full poffefflon of their honours and fortunes. The 
unburied bodies of murdered fenators (for the 
cruelty of Commodus endeavoured to extend itfelf 
beyond death) were depofited in the fepulchres of 
their ancejlors; their memory was juftified ; and 
every confolation was bellowed on their ruined and 
afflicted families. Among thefe confolations , one 
of the moft grateful was the punifhment of the 
Delators; the common enemies of their matter, 
of virtue, and of their country. Yet even in the 
inquifition of thefe legal alfaflins, Pertinax proceeded 
with a fleady temper, which gave every thing. to 
jullice, and nothing to popular prejudice and 
refentment. 

The finances of the (late demanded the moft 
vigilant care of the emperor. Though every meafure 
ofinjuftice and extortion had been adopted, which 
could collect the property of the fubjedt into the 
coffers of the prince; therapacioufnefs of Commodus 
had been fo very inadequate to his extravagance, 
that, upon his death , no more than eight thoufand 
pounds were found in the exhaufted treafury’”, 
to.defray the current expences of government, and 
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to difcharge the preiling demand of a liberal chat. 
donative, wljjch the new emperor had been obliged 1V - 
to promife to the Praetorian guards. Yet under thefe 
diftrelTed circuin (lances, Pertinax had the generous 
firmnefs to remit all the oppreffive taxes invented 
by Commodus, and to cancel all the unjuft claims 
of the treafury ; declaring, in a decree of the fenate, 
fc that he was better fatisfied to adminifter a poor 
** republic with innocence, than to acquire riches 
a by the ways of tyranny and dilhonour. ” Oeco- 
nomy and induftry he confidered as the pure and 
genuine fourccs of wealth ; and from them he foon 
derived a copious fupply for th*e public necellities. 

The expence of the houfehold was immediately 
reduced to one half. All the inftrimrtnts of luxury , 

Pertinax expofed to public audion ”, gold and filver 
plate, chariots of a lingular conflrudion, a fuper- 
fluous wardrobe of fillc and embroidery, and a great 
number of beautiful flaves of both fexes; excepting 
only, with attentive humanity, thofe who were born in 
a ftate of freedom, and had been ravilhed from 
the arms of their weeping parents. At the fame time 
that he obliged the worthlefs favourites of the 
tyrant to refign a part of their ill-gotten wealth , ^ 

he fatisfied the juft creditors of the ftate, and 
unexpededly difeharged the long arrears of honeft 
fervices. He removed the oppreffive reftridions 
which had been laid upon commerce , and granted 
all the uncultivated lands in Italy and the pro- 
vinces, to thofe who would improve them; with 
an exemption from tribute, during the term of ten 
years 

I 3 


Digitized by Google 


134 THE decline and fall 


Chap. 

iv. 

»nd popu- 
larity. 


Difcontent 
of the Prse- 
toriaus. 


Such an uniform condud had already fecured to 
Pertinax the nobled reward of a fovereign , the 
love and edeem of his people. Thofe who remem- 
bered the virtues of Marcus were happy to contem- 
plate in their new emperor the features of that 
bright original; and flattered tfymlelves, that they 
fhould long enjoy the benign , influence of his 
adminidration. A haflv zeal to reform the corrupted 
ftate , accompanied with lefs prudence than might 
have been expected from the years and experience 
of Pertinax, proved fatal to himfelf and to his 
country. His honed indiferetion united againlt him 
the fervile crowd , ‘who found their private benefit 
in the public diforders, and who preferred the 
favour of a tyrant to the inexorable equality of the 
laws ” 

Amidd the general joy, the fullen and angry 
countenance of the Praetorian guards betrayed their 
inward dilfatisfadion. They had reludantly 
fubmitted to Pertinax; they dreaded the dridnefs 
of tfie ancient difcipline , which he was preparing 
to redore; and they regretted the licence of the 
former retgn. Their difeontents were fecretly 
fomented by Lsetus their pnefed, who found, when 
it was too late , that his new emperor would reward 
a fervant, but would not be ruled by a favourite. 
On the third day of his reign the foldiers feized on 
a noble fenator, with a defign to carry him to the 
camp, and to inved him with the Imperial purple. 
Indead of being dazzled by the dangerous honour, 
the affrighted vidim efcaped from their violence, 
and took refuge at the feet of Pertinax. A ihort; 
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time afterwards Sofius Fnlco, one of the confnls of c h a p. 
the year, a rafli youth 54 , but of an ancient and iv. 
opulent family , lillened to the voice of ambition ; A co,,r " 1 - 
and a confpiracy was formed during a fhort ab- ven tcd * 
fence of Pertinax, which was crufhed by his fud- 
den return to Rome, and his refolute behaviour. 

Falco was on the point of being jndly condensed 
to death as a public enemy, had he not been faved 
by the earned and fincere entreaties of the injured 
emperor ; who conjured the fenate , that the purity 
of his reign might not be -darned by the blood even 
of a guilty fenator. 

Thefe difappointments ferved only to irritate the M " r f* r of 
rage of the Praetorian guards. On the twenty-eighth by the 
of March, eighty-fix days only after the death of Pnetori- 
Commodus, a general fedition broke out in the irjJ 
camp, which the officers wanted either power or w«ich 
inclination to fupprefs. Two or three hundred of 2fc ‘ l1 ' * 
the mod defperate foldiers marched at noon-day, 
with arms in their hands and fury in their looks, 
towards the Imperial palace. The gates were thrown 
open by their companions upon guard ; and by 
the domedics of the old court, who had already 
formed a ferret confpiracy againd the life of the too * 
virtuous emperor. On the pews of their approach , 
Pertinax, difdaining either flight or concealment, 
advanced to meet his alfaffins; and recalled to their 
ininds his own innocence, and the fanedity of their 
recent oath. For a few moments they ftood in 
filent fnfpenfe , affiamed of their atrocious defign , 
and awed by the venerable afpect and majedic 
fit mnefs of their fovereign , till at length the defpait 
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of pardon reviving their fury , a barbarian of the 
country of Tongrcs ”, levelled the firft blow 
againft. Pertinax, who was inftantly difpatched 
with a multitude of wounds. His head feparated 
from his body, and placed on a lance, was carried 
in triumph to the Praetorian camp , in the fight 
of a mournful and indignant people, who lament- 
ed the unworthy fate of that excellent prince, 
and the tranfient bleffings of a reign, the memory 
of which could ferve only to aggravate their ap- 
proaching misfortunes 
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Public Sale of the Empire to Didius Julianas by the 
Pratorian Guards. — Clodius Albinas in Britain » 
Pefccnnius Niger in Syria , and Scptimius Safer us 
in Pannonia , declare ayainfl the Murderers of 
Pertinax. — Civil IVars and Vitlory of Sevcrus 
over his three Rivals. — Relaxation of Difcipline. 
— New Maxims of Government. 

A J_' h e power of the fword is more fenfibly felt in 
an extenfive monarchy, than in a fmall community. 
It has been calculated by the ableft politicians , 
that no ftate, without being foon exhaufted, can 
maintain above the hundredth part of its members 
in arms and idlenefs. But although this relative 
proportion • may be uniform , the influence of 
the army over the reft of the focicty will vary 
according to the degree of its pofitive ftrength. 
The advantages of military fcience and difcipline 
cannot be exerted, unlefs a proper number of foldiers 
are united into one body, and aduated by one 
foul. With a handful of men, fuch an union would 
be ineffedual; with an unwieldy hoft, it would 
be impradicable ; and the powers of the machine 
would be alike deftroyed by the extreme minutenefs, 
or the exceffive weight, of its fprings. To illuftrate ' 
this obfervation we need only refled, that there 
is no fuperiority of natural ftrength , artificial 
weapons, or acquired fkill which could enable one 
man to keep in conftant fubjedion one hundred 
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of his fellow-creatures : the tyrant of a fingle town , 
or a fmall difitrid, would foon difcover that an 
hundred armed followers were a weak defence againft 
ten thoufand peafants or citizens; but an hundred 
thoufand well-difciplined foldiers will command , 
with defpotic fway, ten millions of fubjeds ; and 
a body often or fifteen thoufand guards will llrike 
terror into the moft numerous populace that ever 
crowded the ftreets of an immenfe capital. 

The Praetorian bands , whofe licentious fury was 
the firfi; fymptom and caufe of the decline of the 
Roman empire , fcarcely amounted to the lalt 
mentioned number '.They derived their inftitution 
from Auguftus. That crafty tyrant, fenfible that 
laws might colour, but that arms alone could 
maintain, his ufurped dominion, hadgraduallyformed 
this powerful body of guards in conftant readinefs 
to protect his perfon, to awe the fenate, and either 
to prevent or to crulh the firft motions of rebellion. 
He diftinguiflied thefe favoured troops by a double 
pay, and fuperior privileges ; but, as their formidable 
afped would at once have alarmed and irritated 
the Roman people, three cohorts only were ftationed 
in the capital ; whilft the remainder was difperfed 
in the adjacent towns of Italy *. But after fifty 
years of peace and fervitude, Tiberius ventured 
on a decifive meafure , which for ever rivetted 
the fetters of his country. Under the fair pretences 
of relieving Italy from the heavy burthen of military 
quarters, and of introducing a ftrider difciplinc 
among the guards , he affembled them at Rome , 
in a permanent camp *, which was fortified with 
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fkilfulcare 4 , and placed on a commanding: fituation \ 
£uch formidable fervants are always uecedary , 
but often fatal to the throne of defpotifm. By 
thus introducing the Praetorian guards as it were 
into the palace and the fenate , the emperors taught 
them to perceive their own llrength , and the 
wcaknefs of the civil government ; to view the 
vices of their mailers with familiar contempt, 
and tolayalide that reverential awe, which dillancc 
only , and myitery , can preferve , towards an 
imaginary power. In the luxurious idlenefs of an 
opulent city, their pride was nourilhed by the 
fenfe of their irrelillible weight; nor was it poffiblc 
to conceal from them , that the perfon of the 
fovereign , the authority of the fenate , the public 
treafure , and the feat of empire, were all in their 
bands. To divert the Praetorian bands from thefe 
dangerous refledions, the lirmeftand bell ellablilhed 
princes were obliged to mix blandilhments with 
commands, rewards with punilhments, to flatter 
their pride , indulge their pleafures , connive at their 
irregularities, and to purchafe their precarious faith 
by a liberal donative ; wdiich, lince the elevation of 
Claudius, was exaded as a legal claim , on the 
accelTion of every new emperor*. 

The advocates of the guards endeavoured to 
jullify by arguments , the power which they affcrted 
by arms; and to maintain that, according to the 
purell principles of the conllitution , their confent 
was elfentially necelfary in the appointment of an 
emperor. The eledion of confuls, of generals, 
and of magillrates, however it had been recently 
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ufurped by the fenate, was theancient and undoubted 
right of the Roman people 7 . But where was the 
Roman people to be found? Not fu rely amongft 
the mixed multitude of flaves and ftrangers ' that 
filled the ftreets of Rome ; a fervile populace , as 
devoid of fpirit as deftitute of jiproperty. The 
defenders of the Rate , felected from the flower of 
the Italian youth \ and trained in the exercife 
of arms and virtue , Were the genuine reprefentatives 
of the people, and the bed entitled to eled the 
military chief of the republic. Thefe aflertions, 
however defedive in reafon, became unanfwerable , 
when the fierce Praetorians increafed their weight, 
by throwing, like the barbarian conqueror of Rome, 
their fwords into the fcale’. 

The Praetorians had violated the fandity of the 
throne , by the atrocious murder of Pertinax ; they 
dilhonoured the majefty of it, by their fubfequent 
condud. The camp was without a leader, for 
even the praefed Laetus, who had excited the 
tempeft , prudently declined the public indignation. 
Amidftthe wild diforder , Sulpicianus , the emperor’s 
father in*law, and governor of the city, who had 
been fent to the camp on the firfl: alarm of mutiny, 
was endeavouring to calm the fury of the multitude, 
when he was filenced by the clamorous return of 
the murderers , bearing on a lance the head of 
Pertinax. Though hiffory has accuftomed us to 
obferve every principle and every paflion yielding 
to the imperious didates of ambition, it is fcarcely 
credible that, in thefe moments ofhorror, Sulpicianus 
fhould have afpired to afeend a throne polluted 
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with the recent blood of fo near a relation , and 
fo excellent a prince. He had already begun to 
ufe the only effe&ual argument , and to treat for 
the Imperial dignity ; but the more prudent of 
the Praetorians, apprehenfive that, in this private 
contrad, they Ihould not obtain a juft price for 
fo valuable a commodity, ran out upon the ram- 
parts ; and, with a loud voice, proclaimed that 
the Roman world was to be difpofed of to the belt 
bidder by public audion **. 

This infamous offer, the mod infolent excels of 
military licence, diffufed an univerfal grief, fhame, 
and indignation throughout the city. It peached at 
length the ears of Didius Julianus, a wealthy 
fenator, who, regardlefs of the public calamities, 
was indulging himfelf in the luxury of the table 
His wife and his daughter, his freedmen and his 
parafites, eafily convinced him that he deferved 
the throne, and earneftly conjured him to embrace 
fo fortunate an opportunity. The vain old man 
haflened to the Praetorian camp, where Sulpicianus 
was dill in treaty with the guards ; and began to 
bid againd him from the foot of the rampart. 
The unworthy negociation was tranfaded by 
faithful emilfaries, who palled alternately from one 
candidate to the Other, and acquainted each of them 
with the offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had already 
promifed a donative of five thoufand drachms ( above 
one hundred and fixty pounds) to each foldier ; 
when Julian, eager for the prize, rofe at once to 
the fum of fix thoufand two hundred and fifty 
drachms, or upwards ©f two hundred pounds 
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c M A p fterling. The gates of the camp were inftantly 
*• thrown open to the purchafer; he was declared 
emperor, and received an oath of allegiance from 
the foldiers , who retained humanity enough to 
ftipulate that he fhould pardon and forget the 
competition of Sulpicianus. 

Julian is It was now incumbent on the Praetorians to 
a.know- fulfil the conditions of the fate. 1 hev placed their 

tfiijncd by . • * 

the r«nate. new fovereign , whom they ferved and defpifed , 

in the centre of their ranks, furrottnded him ort 
every fide with their (hields, and conduced him 
in clofe order of battle through the deferted 
flreets of the city. The fenate was commanded 
to alfemble; and thofe who had been the diltm- 
gtiifhed friends of Pertinax, or the perfonal enemies 
of Julian, found it neceffary to affect a more than 
common fhare of fatisfaction at this happy revolu- 
tion After Julian had filled the fenate-houfe 
with armed foldiers, he expatiated on the freedom 
of his election, his own eminent virtues, and his 
full afiurance of the affections of tlie fenate. The 
obfequions affembly congratulated their own and 
the public felicity;' engaged their allegiance, 
and conferred on him all the feveral branches of 
Takes por- the Imperial power”. From the fenate Julian was 
feflion of conducted, by the fame military procelfion, to 
the palace. tg |, e p 0 (f e jjj 0 , ] 0 f t f, e p ;i ] ace< The firft objedts that 

ft ruck his eyes, were the abandoned trunk of 
Pertinax, and the frugal entertainment prepared 
for his flipper. The one he viewed with indiffer- 
ence; the other with contempt. A magnificent feaft 
was prepared by his order , and lie amufed himfelf 
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till a very late hour, with dice, and the performan- 
ces of Pylades, a celebrated dancer. Yet it was 
obferved, that after the crowd of flatterers difperf- 
ed , and left him to darknefs, folitude, and terrible 
reflection, he palled a fleeplefs night; revolving 
molt probably in his mind his own ralh folly, 
the fate of his virtuous predecelfor , and the doubt- 
ful and dangerous tenure of an empire , which 
had not been acquired by merit , but purchafed 
by money". 

He had reafon to tremble. On the throne of the 
world he found himfelf without a friend, and even 
without an adherent. 1 he guards themfelves were 
afliamed of the prince whom their avarice had 
perfuaded them to accept; nor was there a citizen 
who did not confider his elevation with horror, 
as the laft infult on the Roman name. The nobility, 
whofe confpicuous ftation and ample pofleflions 
exacted the ftrictelt caution , dilfembled their 
fentiments , and met the aftedted civility of the 
emperor with fmiles of complacency, and profellions 
of dufy. But the people, fecure in their numbers 
and obfeurity , gave a free vent to their paflions. 
The ftreets and public places of Rome refounded 
with clamours and imprecations. The enraged 
multitude affronted the perfon of Julian , rejected 
his liberality, and confcious of the impotence of 
their own refentment, they called aloud on the 
legions of the frontiers to affert the violated majefty 
of the Roman empire. 

The public difeontent was foon diffufed 
from the centre to the .frontiers of the empire. 
The armies of Britain, of Syria, and of Illy- 
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ricum , lamented the death of Pertinax ; in 
whofe company , or under whefe command , 
they had fo often fought and conquered. They 
received with furprife , with indignation , and 
perhaps with envy, the extraordinary intelligence , 
that the Praetorians had difpofed of the empire by 
public auCtion ; and they fternly refufed to ratify 
the ignominious bargain. Their immediate and 
unanimous revolt was fatal to Julian , but it 
was fatal at the fame time to the public peace ; 
as the generals of the refpeCtive armies , Clodius 
Albinus , Pefcennius Niger , and Septimius 
Severus, were flill more anxious to fucceed than 
to revenge the murdered Pertinax. Their forces 
were exactly balanced. Each of them was at the 
head of three legions 1 ’, with a numerous train 
of auxiliaries ; and however different in their 
characters , they were all foldiers of experience and 
capacity. 

Clodius Albinus, governor of Britain, furpafled 
both his competitors in the nobility of his extraction, 
which he derived from fome of the moft illuftrious 
names of the old republic 1 '. But the branch from 
whence he claimed his defeent, was funk into 
mean circumftances , and tranfplanted into a remote 
province. It is difficult to form a juft idea of his 
true character. Under the philofophic cloak of 
aufterity , he ftands accufed of concealing moft of 
the vices which degrade human nature 17 . But his 
accufers are thofe venal writers who adored the 
fortune of Severus , and trampled on the alhes of 
an unfuccefsful rival. Virtue, or the appearances 
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of virtue, recommended Albinus to the confidence chap. 
and good opinion of Marcus; and his preferving v. 
with the fon the fame intcreft which he had acquired 
with the father, is a proof at leaft that he was 
pofleffed of a very flexible difpofition. The favour 
of a tyrant does not always fuppofe a want of merit 
in the object of it; he may, without intending it, 
reward a man of worth and ability, or he may 
find fuch a man ufeful to his own fervice. It does 
not appear that Albinus ferved the fon ofMarcus, 
either as the minifter of his cruelties, or even as 
the afTociate of his pleafures. He was employed in 
a diftant honourable command, when he received 
a confidential letter from the emperor, acquainting 
him of the treafonable defigns of fome difeontented 
generals, and authorizing him to declare himfelf 
the guardian and fucceffor of the throne, by afluming 
the title and enfigns of Ctefar "v The governor 
of Britain wifely declined the dangerous honour 
which would have marked him for the 2 jealoufy * 
or involved him in the approachiug, ruin , of 
Commodus. He courted power by nobler, or, at 
leaft, by more fpecious arts. On a premature report 
of the death of the emperor, he aflembled his 
troops; and, in an eloquent difeourfe, deplored 
the inevitable mifehiefs of defpotifm, defenbed 
the happinefs and glory which their anceftors had 
enjoyed under the confular government , and 
declared his firm refolution to reinftate the fenate 
and people in their legal authority. This popular 
harangue was anfwered by the loud acclamations 
of the Britifh legions, and receiv ed at Rome with 
Vol. I. K 


Digitized by Google 



CHAP. 

V. 


Pefccnniut 

Niger in 
Syria. 


t 


146 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

a fecret murmur of applaufe. Safe in the poffeflion 
of.. his little world, and in the command of an 
army lefs diftinguifhed indeed for difcipline than 
for numbers and valour", Albinus braved the 
menaces of Commodus, maintained towards Pertinax 
a (lately ambiguous referve, and inffantly declared 
againft the ufurpation of Julian. 1 he convulfions 
of the capital added new weight to his fentiments 
or rather to his profeffions of patriotifm. A regard 
to decency induced him to decline the lofty titles 
of Auguftus and Emperor ; and he imitated perhaps 
the example of Galba, who, on a fimilaroccafion, 
had ftyled himfelf the Lieutenant of thefenate and 
people **. 

Perfonal merit alone had raifed Pefcennius Niger 
from an obfcure birth and Ration , to the government 
of Syria; a lucrative and important command, 
which in times of civil confulion gave him a near 
profped of the throne. Yet his parts fcem to have 
been better hiked to the fecond than to the firft 
rank; he was an unequal rival, though he might 
have approved himfelf an excellent lieutenant, to 
Severus , who aftrewards difplayed the greatnefs 
of his mind by adopting feveral ufeful inllitutions 
from a vanquifhed enemy 11 . In his government, 
Niger acquired the efteem of the foldiers, and 
the love of the provincials. His rigid difcipline 
fortified the valour and confirmed the obedience 
of the former, whilft the voluptuous Syrians were 
lefs delighted with the mild firmnefs of his 
admimftration , than with the affability of his 
manners, and the apparent pleafure with which 
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he attended their frequent and pompous feftivals J \ 
As foon as the intelligence of the atrocious murder 
of Pertinax had reached Antioch , the willies of 
Afia invited Niger to afliune the Imperial purple 
and revenge his death. The legions of the eaftern 
frontier embraced his caufe ; the opulent but unarmed 
provinces from the frontiers of ./Ethiopia 31 to the 
Hadriatic , cheerfully fubmitted to his power; 
and the kings beyond the Tigris and the Euphrates 
congratulated his eledion, and offered him their 
homage and fervices. The mind of Niger was not 
capable of receiving this hidden tide of fortune; 
he flattered himfelf that his acceffion would be 
undifturbed by competition , and unftained by civil 
blood; and whilft he enjoyed the vain pomp of 
triumph , he negleded tofecure the means of vidory. 
lnftead of entering into an effedual negociation 
with the powerful armies of the weft , whofe 
. refolution might decide, or at leaft muft balance, 
the mighty conteft; inftead of advancing without 
delay towards Rome and Italy , where his prefence 
•was impatiently expeded 3 \ Niger trifled away in 
the luxury of Antioch thofe irretrievable moments 
which were diligently improved by the decifive 
adivity of Severus 15 . 

The country of Pannonia and Dalmatia , which 
occupied the fpace between the Danube and the 
Hadriatic, was one of the laft and moft difficult 
conqucfts of the Romans. In the defence of national 
freedom , two hundred thoufand of thcfe barbarians 
had once appeared in the field, alarmed the 
declining age of Auguftus , and exercifed the 
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vigilant prudence of Tiberius at the head of the 
collected force of the empire The Pannonians 
yielded at length to the arms and inRitutions of 
Rome. Their recent fubjection , however , the 
neighbourhood , and even the mixture , of the 
uncouquercd tribes , and perhaps the climate , 
adapted , as it has been obferved , to the produdtion 
of great bodies and (low minds 17 , all contributed 
to preferve fome remains of their original ferocity, 
and under the tame and uniform countenance of 
Roman provincials , the hardy features of the natives 
were Rill to be difeerned. Their warlike youth 
afforded an inexhauRible fupply of recruits to the 
legions Rationed on the banks of the Danube, and 
which , from a perpetual warfare again ft the 
Germans and Sarmatians, were defervedly cReemed 
the belt troops in the fervice. 

The Pannonian army was at this time commanded 
by Septimius Severus, a native of Africa, who, • 
in the gradual afeent of private honours , had 
concealed his daring ambition ; which was never 
diverted from its Ready courfe by the allurements 
of pleafure, the apprehenfion of danger, or the 
feelings of humanity **. -On the firR news of the 
murder of Pertinax , lie affembled his troops , 
painted in the moR lively colours the crime , the 
infolence , and the weaknefs of the Praetorian guards, 
and animated the legions to arms and to revenge. 
He concluded ( and the peroration was thought 
extremely eloquent) with promifing every foldier 
about four hundred pounds; an honourable donative, 
double in value to the infamous bribe with which 
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Julian had purchafed the empire”. The acclama- 
tions of the army immediately faluted Severus with 
the names of Auguflus, Pertinax, and Emperor; 
and he thus attained the lofty flation to which 
he was invited by confcious merit and a long 
train of dreams and omens, the fruitful offspring 
either of his fuperflition or policy”. 

The new candidate for empire faw and improved 
the peculiar advantage of his fituation. His 
province extended to the Julian Alps, which 
gave an eafy accefs into Italy; and he Remembered 
the faying of Auguflus, That a Pannonian army 
might in ten days appear in fight of Rome”. 
By a celerity proportioned to the greatnefs of 
the occafion , he might reafonably hope to revenge 
Pertinax, punilh Julian, and receive the homage 
of the fenate and people , as their lawful emperor, 
before his competitors, feparated from Italy by an 
immenfe trad: of fea and land , were apprized of 
his fuccefs, or even of his eledion. During the 
whole expedition he fcarcely allowed himfelf any 
moments for fleep or food ; marching on foot , 
and in complete armour , at the head of his columns, 
he infinuated himfelf into the confidence and 
affedion of his troops , prcffed their diligence, 
revived their fpirits, animated their hopes, and 
was well fatisfied to fhare the hardfhips of the 
meanefl foldier, whilfl he kept in view the infinite 
fuperiority of his reward. 

The wretched Julian had expeded , and thought 
himfelf prepared , to difpute the empire with the 
governor of Svria ; but in the invincible and rapid 
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chap, approach of the Pannonian legions, he faw his 
V. inevitable ruin. The hafty arrival of every meflenger 
increafed his juft apprehenfions He was fuccellively- 
informed, that Severus had paffed the Alps; 
that the Italian cities, unwilling or unable to 
oppofe his progrefs, had received him with the 
wanned profeffions of joy and duty; that the 
important place of Ravenna had furrendered 
without refiftance, and that the Hadriatic fleet was 
in the hands of the conqueror. The enemy was 
now within two hundred and fifty miles of Rome; 
and every moment diminilhed the narrow fpan of 
life and empire allotted to Julian. 

nitrcft of He attempted, however, to prevent, oratleaft 

Julian. t 0 protradl, his ruin. He implored the venal faith 
of the Praetorians, filled the city with unavailing 
preparations for war, drew lines round the fuburbs, 
and even ftrengthened the fortifications of the palace; 
as if thofe laft intrenchments could be defended 
without hope of relief again ft a victorious invader. 

' Pear and lhame prevented the guards from deferting 

his ftandard; but they trembled at the name of.the 
Pannonian legions, commanded by an experienced 
general, andaccuftomed tovanquifh the barbarians 
on the frozen Danube **. They quitted, with a 
figh, the pleafures of the baths and theatres, to 
put on arms, whofe ufe they had almoft forgotten , 
and beneath the weight of which they were op- 
prefted. The unpra&ifed elephants, whofe uncouth 
appearance, it was hoped , would ftrike terror into 
the army of the north , threw their unfltilful riders ; 
and the awkward evolutions of the marines , drawn 
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from the fleet of Mifenum, were an object of ri- 
dicule to the populace; whilll the fenate enjoyed 
with fecret plexfure , the diflrefs and weaknefs of 
the ufurper 

Every motion of Julian betrayed his trembling 
perplexity. He infilled that Severus fhould be 
declared a public enemy by the fenate. He in- 
treated that the Pannonian general might be af- 
fociated to the empire.. He fent public ambafla- 
dors of confular rank to negociate with his rival; 
he difpatched private aflaffins to take away his life. 
He defigned that the Veflal virgins, and all the 
colleges of priefls , in their faccrdotal habits, and 
bearing before them the facred pledges of the Ro- 
man religion, fhould advance, in folemn proceffion, 
to meet the Pannonian legions ; and, at the fame 
time, he vainly tried to interrogate, or to appeafe, 
the fates, by magic ceremonies, and unlawful 
facrifices ,4 . 

Severus, who dreaded neither his arms nor his 
enchantments, guarded himfelf from the only danger 
of fecret confpiracy , by the faithful attendance of 
fix hundred chofen men, who never quitted his 
perfon or their cuirafles, either by night or by day , 
during the whole march. Advancing with a Heady 
and rapid courfe, he paffed, without difficulty, the 
defiles of the Apennine, received into his party 
the troops and ambaffadors fent to retard his progrefs, 
and made a fhort halt at Interamnia, about feventy 
miles from Rome. His vidfory was already fecure; 
but the defpair of the Praetorians might have rendered 
it bloody , and Severus had the laudable ambition 
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chap, of afcending the throne without drawing the 
v. fword His emifiTaries , difperfed in the capital, 
allured the guards, that provided they would aban- 
don their worthlefs prince, and the perpetrators 
of the murder of Pertinax , to the jultice of the 
conqueror, he would no longer conlider that me- 
lancholy event as the act of the whole body. The 
faithlefs Prxtorians, whofe refiftance was fupported 
only by fullen obftinacy, gladly complied with 
,the eafy conditions, feized thegreateft part of the 
alTaflins , and fignified to the fenate, that they no 
longer defended the caufe of Julian. That aflembly, 
•convoked by the conful, unanimoufiyackno wledged 
Severus as lawful emperor, decreed divine honours 
to Pertinax, and pronounced a fentence of depo- 
fition and death againft his unfortunate fuccefTor. 
Julian was condudted into a private apartment of 
the baths of the palace , and beheaded as a common 
criminal , after having purchafed , with an immenfe 
treafure, an anxious and precarious reign of only 
fixty-fix days The almofl incredible expedition 
of Severus, who, in fo Ihort a fpace of time, 
condudted a numerous army from the banks of the 
.Danube to thofe of the Tyber, proves at once 
the plenty of provifions produced by agriculture 
and commerce, the goodnefs of the roads, the 
difcipline of the legions , and the indolent fubdued 
temper of the provinces ,7 . 

The firft cares of Severus were bellowed on two 
meafures, the one dictated by policy, the other 
by decency; the revenge, and the honours, due 
to the memory of Pertinax. Before the new emperor 
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entered Rome, heiflued his commands to the Prae- 
torian guards , directing them to wait his arrival 
.on a large plain near the city, without arms, but 
in the habits of ceremony , in which they were 
accuftomed to attend their fovereign. He was obeyed 
by thofe haughty troops , whofe contrition was 
the effect of their juft terrors. A chofen part of 
the Illyrian army encompaffed them with levelled 
fpears. Incapable of flight or refiftance, they expedted 
their fate in filent confirmation. Severus mounted 
the tribunal , fternly reproached them with perfidy 
and cowardice, difmiffed them with ignominy from 
the truft which they had betrayed, defpoiled them 
of their fplendid ornaments, and banilhed them, 
on pain of death , to the diftance of an hundred 
miles from the capital. During the tranfaction , 
another detachment had been fent to feize their 
arms, occupy their camp, and prevent the hafty 
-confequences of their defpair J *. 

The funeral and confecration of Pertinax was 
next folemnized with every circumftance of fad 
magnificence The fenate, with a melancholy 
pleafure, performed the laft rites to that excellent 
prince, whom they had loved, and ftill regretted. 
The concern of his fucceffor was probably lefs 
fincere. He efteemed the virtues of Pertinax , but 
thofe virtues would for ever have confined his 
ambition to a private ftation. Severus pronounced 
his funeral oration with ftudied eloquence , inward 
fatisfadtion, and well-acted forrow; and by this 
pious regard to his memory, convinced the cre- 
dulous multitude that Ac alone was worthy to l'upply 
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chap, his place. Senfible , however ; that arms , not cere- 
v. monies , mull affert his claim to the empire , he 
left Rome at the end of thirty days , and , without 
fuffering himfelf to be elated by this eafy vidtory , 
prepared to encounter his more formidable rivals. 
Si.-.rs The uncommon abilities and fortune of Severus 
of Severn* have induced an elegant hidorian to compare him 
a^ainft Ni. w j t h th e fdd and greated of the Carfare 4 *. 1 he 
againft" parallel is , at lead , imperfedt. Where fhall we 

Aibmus. find, in the chara&er of Severus , the commanding 

fuperiority of foul , the generous clemency , and 
the various genius , which could reconcile and 
unite the love ofpleafure, the third of knowledge , 
and the fire of ambition 41 ? In one indance only, 
they may be compared , with fome degree of 
propriety, in the celerity of their motions , and their 
A. o. civil vidtories. In lefs than four years 41 , Severus 
m — J97 fubdued the riches of the ead, and the valour of 
the wed. He vanquilhed two competitors of repu- 
tation and ability, and defeated numerous armies , 
provided with weapons and difcipline equal to his 
own. In that age, the art of fortification , and 
the principles of tadlics , were well underdood by 
all the Roman generals; and the condant fuperiority 
of Severus was that of an hrtid, who ufes the fame 
indruments with more (kill and indudry than his 
rivals , I (hall not, however, enter into a minute 
narrative of thefe military operations ; but as the 
two civil wars againd Niger and againd Albinus , 
were almod the fame in their condudt , event, and 
confequences. I (hall colledt into one point of view , 
the mod dtiking circumdances , tending to develope 
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the charadler of the conqueror, and the ftateofthe 
empire. 

Falfehood and infincerity, unfuitable as they 
feem to the dignity of public tranfadions, offend 
us with a lefs degrading idea of meannefs , than 
when they are found in the intercourfe of private 
life. In the latter, they dil’cover a want of cou- 
rage; in the other, only a dcfecl of power: and, 
as it is impollible for the mod able datefman to 
fubdue millions of followers and enemies by their 
own perfonal drength , the world, under the name 
of policy , feems to have granted them a very li- 
beral indulgence of craft and diffimulation. Yet 
the arts of Severus cannot be judilicd by the mod 
ample privileges of date reafon. He promifed only 
to betray, he flattered only to ruin; and however 
he might occafionally bind himfelf by oaths and 
treaties, his confcience, obfequious to hisintered, 
always releafed him from the inconvenient obli- 
gation 41 . 

If his two competitors, reconciled by their 
common danger, had advanced upon him with- 
out delay , perhaps Severus would have funk un- 
der their united effort. Had they even attacked 
him, at the fame time, with feparate views and 
feparate armies, the conted might have been long 
and doubtful. But they fell, fingly and fucceffively , 
an eafy prey to the arts as well as arms of their 
fubtle enemy , lulled into fecurity by the moderation 
of his profedions , and overwhelmed by the rapidity 
ofhisadion. He fird marched againd Niger , whofe 
reputation and power he the mod dreaded : but 
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. he declined any hoflile declarations, fnpprefTed the 
name of his antagonift, and only fignified to the 
fenate and people, his intention of regulating the 
eaftern provinces. In private he fpoke of Niger, 
his old friend and intended fuccelfor" , with the 
moft affe&ionate regard, and highly applauded his 
generous defign of revenging the murder of Pertinax. 
To punifh the vile ufurper of the throne , was the 
duty of every Roman general. To perfevere in 
arms , and to refill a lawful emperor , acknowledged 
by the fenate, would alone render him criminal 4 ’. 
The fons of Niger had fallen into his hands among 
the children of the provincial governors, detained 
at Romeaspledgesforthe loyalty of their parents 4 *. 
As long as the power of Niger infpired terror, or 
even refped , they were educated with the moll 
tender care, with the children of Severus himfelf; 
but they were foon involved in their father’s ruin, 
and removed, firffc by exile, and afterwards by 
death , from the eye of public compaflion 
Whilll Severus was engaged in his eaftern war, 
he had reafon to apprehend that the governor of 
Britain might pafs the fea and the Alps, occupy 
the vacant feat of empire , and oppofe his return 
with the authority of the fenate and the forces of 
the weft. The ambiguous condud of Albinus, 
in not afluming the Imperial title, left room for 
negociation. Forgetting, at once, his profeftions of 
patriotifm, and the jealoufy of fovereign power, 
he accepted the precarious rank of Caefar , as a 
reward for his fatal neutrality. Till the firft: conteR 
Was decided, Severus treated the man, whom he 
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had doomed to deftruCtion , with every mark of 
efteem and regard. Even in the letter , in which 
he announced his victory over Niger , he ftyles 
Albinus the brother of his foul and empire, fends 
him the affectionate falutations of his wife Julia, 
and his young family, and intreats him to preferve 
the armies and the republic faithful to their common 
intereft. The melfengers charged with this letter, 
were inftruCted to accoft the Cxfar with refpeCt , 
to defire a private audience, and to plunge their 
daggers into his heart 4 ’. The confpiracy was 
difcovered , and the too credulous Albinus, at 
length , parted over to the continent , and prepared 
for an unequal conteft with his rival ,' who rulhed 
upon him at the head of a veteran and victorious 
army. 

The military labours of Severus feem inadequate 
to the importance of his conquefts. Two engage- 
ments, the one near the Hellefpont, the other in the 
narrow defiles of Cilicia, decided the fate of his 
Syrian competitor , and the trdops of Europe 
averted their ufual afcendant over the effeminate 
natives of Afia 4 ’. The battle of Lyons, where 
one hundred and fifty thoufand !Q Romans were 
engaged , was equally fatal to Albinus. The valour 
of the Britifh army maintained, indeed, a lharp 
and doubtful conteft , with the hardy difeipline of 
the Illyrian legions. The fame and perfon of Severus 
appeared, during a few moments, irrecoverably 
loft, till that warlike prince rallied his fainting 
troops, and led them on to a decifive victory”. 
The war was finiilisd by that memorable day. 
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c h a r. The civil wars of modern Europe have been 
v. diftingui flied , not only by the fierce animofity ? 
decided i.y but ]]j cew jf e by the obliinate perfeverance , of the 
baukk. contending factions. I hey have generally been 
juflified by fome principle, or at leaft, coloured 
by fome pretext , of religion, freedom or loyalty. 
T he leaders were nobles of independent property 
and hereditary influence. The troops fought like 
men interefled in the decifion of the quarrel ; and 
as military fpirit and party zeal were llroiigly 
diffufed throughout the whole community, a van- 
quilhed chief was immediately fupplied with new 
adherents , eager to fired their blood in the fame 
caufe. But the Romans , after the fall of the republic, 
combated only for the choice of mailers. Under 
the flandard of a popular candidate for empire, a 
few enlilled from aftedtion, fome from fear, many 
from intereft, none from principle. The legions, 
uninflamed by party zeal , were allured into civil 
war by liberal donatives, and ftill more liberal 
promifes. A defeat by difabling the chief from 
the performance of his engagements ,.diflblved the 
mercenary allegiance of his followers ; and left 
them to confult their own fafety , by a timely 
delation of an unfuccefsful caufe. It was of little 


moment to the provinces, under whofe name they 
were oppreffed or governed; they were driven by 
the impulfion of the prefent power, and as foon 
as that power yielded to a iuperior force , they 
hallened to implore the clemency of the conqueror , 
who , as he had an immenfe debt to difeharge , 
Was obliged to facrifice the mgft guilty countries 
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to the avarice of his foldiers. In the vaft extent of c H & r. 
the Koman empire, there were few fortified cities v. 
capable of proteding a routed army ; nor was 
there any perfon , or family, or order of men, 
whofe natural intereft, unfupported by the powers 
of government , was capable of reftoring the caufe 
of a finking party 

Yet, in the contefl between Niger and Severus , Sl>ee ef 
a fingle city deferves an honourable exception. Byzan. 
As Byzantium was one of the greateft paffages u “ m ‘ 
from Europe into Afia , it had been provided with 
a ftrong garrifon , and a fleet of five hundred veffels 
was anchored in the harbour ”. The impetuofity 
of Severus difappointed this prudent fcheme of 
defence ; he left to his generals the fiege of Byzantium, 
forced the lefs guarded paffage of the Hellefpont , 
and impatient of a meaner enemy, preffed forward 
to encounter his rival. Byzantium, attacked by 
a numerous and increafing army , and afterwards 
by the whole naval power of the empire, fuftained 
a fiege of three years, and remained faithful to the 
name and memory of Niger. The citizens and 
foldiers (we know not from what caufe) were ani- 
mated with equal fury; feveral of the principal 
officers of Niger , who defpaired of, or who dif- 
dained, a pardon, had thrown themfelves into 
th is laft refuge: the fortifications were efteemed 
impregnable, and, in the defence of the place, 
a celebrated engineer difplayed all the mechanic 
powers known to the ancients”. Byzantium, at 
length, furr.endered to famine. The magiflrates 
and foldiers were put to the fword , the walls 
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demolifhed', the privileges fupprefled, and the 
deflined capital of the eafl fubfifted only as an 
open village, fubjedt to the infulting jurifdidlion 
of Perinthus. The hiftorian Dion , who had ad- 
mired the flourifhing, and lamented the defolate, 
ftate of Byzantium , accufed the revenge of Severus, 
for depriving the Roman people of the ftrongeft 
bulwark againft the barbarians of Pontus and Afia 
The truth of this obfervation was but too well 
juftified in the fucceeding age , when the Gothic 
fleets covered the Euxine , and palfed through 
the undefended Bofphorus into the centre of the 
Mediterranean. 

Both Niger and Albinus were difcovered and 
put to death in their flight from the field of battle. 
ctucT con. Their fate excited neither furprife nor compaflion. 
feqncnces They had flaked their lives againft the chance of 
® r ' hc CIVl1 empire , and fuffered what they would have inflicted ; 

nor did Severus claim the arrogant fuperiority of 
fuffering his rivals to live in a private flation. But 
his unforgiving temper, ftimulated by avarice, 
indulged a fpirit of revenge, where there was no 
room for apprehenfion. The moft confiderable of 
the provincials, who, without any diflike to the 
fortunate candidate, had obeyed the governor 
under whofe authority they \vere accidentally placed, 
were puniflied by death, exile, and efpecially by 
the confifcation of their eftates. Many cities of 
the eaft were ftript of their ancient honours , and 
obliged to pay, into the treafury of Severus, four 
times the amount of the fums contributed by them, 
for the fervice of Niger . 

Till 
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Till the final decifion of the war , the cruelty 
of Severus Was , in fome meafure , reftrained by 
the uncertainty of the event, and his pretended 
reverence for the fenate. The head of Albinus, 
accompanied with a menacing letter, announced 
to the Romans , that he was refolved to fpare 
none of the adherents of his unfortunate compe- 
titors. He was irritated by the juft fufpicion , that 
lie had never poffelfed the affedions cf the fenate, 
and he concealed his old malevolence under the 
recentdifcoveryoffometreafonable correspondences. 
Thirty-five fenators, however, accufed of having 
favoured the party of Albinus , he freely pardoned ; 
and , by his fubfequent behaviour , endeavoured 
to convince them , that he had forgotten , as well 
as forgiven, their fuppofed offences. But^ at the 
fame time, he condemned forty-one 57 other fenators, 
whofe names hiflory has recorded ; their wives , 
children, and clients, attended .them in death, 
and the nobleft provincials of Spain and Gaul were 
involved in the fame ruin. Such rigid juftice , for 
fo he termed it, was, in the opinion of Severus, 
the only conduct capable of enfuring peace to the 
people , or liability to the prince ; a^nd he conde- 
fcended flightly to lament, that, to bemild , it was 
neceffary that he Ihould firft be cruel”. 

The true intereft of an abfolute monarch generally 
coincides with that of his people. Their numbers , 
their wealth , their order , and their fecurity , arc 
the bell and oilly foundations of his realgreatnefs , 
and were he totally devoid of virtue, prudence 
might fupply its place , and would didate the 
Vol. L L 
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fame rule of condud. Severus confidered the 
Roman empire as his property, and hadnofooner 
fecured the pofleflion , than he beRowed his care 
on the cultivation and improvement of fo valuable 
an acquifition. Salutary laws , executed with 
inflexible firmnefs , foon corrected moR of the 
abufes with which , fince the death of Marcus , 
every part of the government had been infeded. 
In the adminiRration of juRice , the judgments of 
the emperor were charaderized by attention , 
difcernment, and impartiality; and whenever he 
deViated from the Arid line of equity , it was 
generally in favour of the poor and opprefled; not 
fo much indeed from any fenfe of humanity, as 
from the natural propenfity of a defpot, to humble 
the pride of greatnefs, and to fink all his fubjeds 
to the fame common level of abfdlute dependence. 
His expenfive taRe for building, magnificent fhows 
and above all a conRant and liberal diRribution of 
corn and provifions, were the fureA means of 
captivating the affedion of the Roman people ! *. 
The misfortunes of civil difcord were obliterated. 
The calm of peace and profperity was once more 
experienced iti the provinces ; and many cities T 
reRored by the. munificence of Severus , afl'umed 
the title of his colonies, and atteAed by public 
monuments their gratitude and felicity **. The 
fame of the Roman arms was revived by that 
warlike and fuccefsful emperor", and he boaRed 
with ajuR pride, that, having received the empire 
opprefled with foreign and domeAic wars , he 
left it eAablifhed in profound , univerfal , and 
honourable peace'*. 
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Although the wounds of civil war appeared 
completely healed , its mortal poifon ftill lurked 
in the vitals of the eonftitution. Severus poffefled 
a confiderable fhare of vigour and ability; but the 
daring foul of the firft Ctefar, or the deep policy 
of Auguftus , were fcarcely equal to the tafk of 
curbing the infolence of the victorious legions. 
By gratitude, by mifguided policy, by feeming 
necelfity, Severus was induced to relax the nerves 
of difcipline “. The vanity of his foldiers was 
flattered with the honour of wearing gold rings; 
their eafe was indulged in the permiflion of living 
with their wives in the idlenefs of quarters. He 
increafed their pay beyond the example of former 
times, and taught them to expeCt, and foon to 
claim, extraordinary donatives on every public 
occafion of danger or feltivity. Elated by fuccefs, 
enervated by luxury, and raifed above the level 
Of fubjedts by their dangerous privileges " , they 
foon became incapable of military fatigue, opprefli ve 
to the country, and impatient of a juft fubordination. 
Their officers afferted the fuperiority of rank by 
a more profufe and elegant luxury. There is ftill 
extant a letter of Severus, lamenting the licentious 
ftate of the army, and exhorting one of his 
generals to begin the neceflary reformation from 
the tribunes themfelves; ftnce, as he juftly obferves, 
the officer who has forfeited the efteem , will 
never command the obedience, of his foldiers'*. 
Had the emperor purfued the train of reflection , 
he would have difcovered , that the primary caufe 
of this general corruption might be afcribed , not 
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. indeed to the example , but to the pernicious indul- 
gence, however, of the commander in chief. 

The Praetorians , who murdered their emperop 
and fold the empire, had received thejuft punifhment 
of their treafon ; but the neceflary, though dangerous, 
inflitution of guards , was foon reftored on a new 
model by Severus and increafed to four times 
the ancient number Formerly thefe troops had 
been recruited in Italy ; and as the adjacent provinces 
gradually imbibed the fofter manners of Rome, 
the levies were extended to Macedonia, Noricum, 
and Spain. In the room of thefe elegant troops , 
better adapted to the pomp of courts than to the 
ufes of war , it was eflablilhed by Severus , that 
from all the legions of the frontiers , the foldiers 
moft diftinguilhed for ftrength, valour , and fidelity, 
fhould be occafionaliy draughted; and promoted, 
as an honour and reward, into the more eligible 
fervice of the guards * 7 . By this new inflitution 
the Italian youth were diverted from the exercife 
of arms , and the capital was terrified by the 
ftrange afpedt and manners of a multitude of 
barbarians. But Severus flattered himfelf, that the 
legions would conlider thefe chofcn Praetorians as 
the reprefentatives of the whole military order; and 
that the prefent aid of fifty thoufand men , fuperior 
in arms and appointments to any force that could 
be brought into the field againft them , would for 
ever crulh the hopes of rebellion , and fecure the 
empire to himfelf and his pofterity. 

The command of thefe favoured and formidable 
troops foon became the firft office of the empire. 
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As the government degenerated into military 
defpotifm , the Praetorian Prefect, who in his 
origin had been a Ample captain of the guards, 
was placed, not only at the head of the army, but 
of the finances, and even of the law. In every 
department of adminiftration , he reprefented the 
perfon, and exercifed the authority, of the 
emperor. The fil'd PnefeCt who enjoyed and 
abufed this immenfc power was Plautianus , the 
favourite minider of Se veins. His reign laded 
above ten years , till the marriage of his daughter 
with the elded fon of the emperor, which feemed 
to affure his fortune, proved the occafion of his 
ruin‘\ The animofities of the palace, by irritating 
the ambition and alarming the fears of Plautianus, 
threatened to produce a revolution, and obliged 
the emperor, who Hill loved him, to confent 
with reluctance to his death”. After the fall of 
Plautianus, an eminent lawyer, the celebrated 
Papinian , was appointed to execute the motley 
office of Pnetorian Prefect. 

Till the reign of Sevcrus, the virtue and even 
the good fenfe of the emperors had been didim 
guiflied by their zeal or affected reverence for the 
fenate , and by a tender regard to the nice frame 
of civil policy indituted by Auguftus. But the 
youth of Severus had been trained in the implicit 
obedience of camps, and his riper years fpent in 
the defpotifm of military command. His haughty 
and inflexible fpirit could not.difcover, or would 
not acknowledge, the advantage of preferving an 
intermediate power , however imaginary , hetweeyi 
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the emperor and the army. He difdained to profefs 
himfelf the fervant of an aflembly that detefted 
his perfon and trembled at his frown; he iflued 
his commands , where his requefl would have 
proved as effectual ; affumed the conduit and 
ftyle of a fovereign and a conqueror , and exercifed, 
without difguife, the whole legiflative as well 
as the executive power. 

1 he viitory over the fenate was eafy and in- 
glorious. Every eye and every pafTion were dt- 
jedied to the fupreme magiftrate, who pofleffed 
the arms and treafure of the ftate; whilft the 
fenate , neither eleded by the people, nor guarded 
by militaiy force, nor animated by public fpirit , 
refted its declining authority on the frail and 
crumbling balis of ancient opinion. The fine 
theory of a republic infenfibly vanifhed , and 
made way for the more natural and fubftantial 
feelings of monarchy. As the freedom and honours 
of Rome were fucceflively communicated to the 
provinces, in which the old government had been 
either unknown , or was remembered with abhor- 
rence, the tradition of republican maxims was 
gradually obliterated. The Greek hiftorians of the 
age of the Antonines 7 " obferve , with a malicious 
pleafure , that although the fovereign of Rome, 
in compliance with an obfolete prejudice , abftained 
from the name of king, he pofieffed the full 
meafure of regal power. In the reign of Severus, 
the fenate was filled with polifhed and eloquent 
{laves from the eaftern provinces , who juflified 
perfonal flattery by fpeculative principles of 
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fervitude. Thcfc new advocates of 'prerogative chap. 
were heard with plcafure by the court, and with v. 
patience by the people ■, when they inculcated the 
duty of paflive obedience , and defcanted on the 
inevitable mifchiefs of freedom. The lawyers and 
the hiftorians concurred in teaching, that the 
Imperial authority was held , not by the delegated 
commiftion, but by the irrevocable refignation of 
the fenate; that the emperor was freed from the 
reftraint of civil laws , could command by his 
arbitrary will the lives and fortunes of his fubjeds, 
and might difpofe of the empire as of his private 
patrimony 7l . The moft eminent of the civil 
lawyers, and particularly Papinian, Paulus, and 
Ulpian, flourilhed under the houfe of Severus; 
and the Roman jurifprudence having clofely 
united itfelf with the fyftem of monarchy, was 
fuppofed to have attained its full maturity and 
perfedion. 

The contemporaries of Severus , in the enjoyment 
of the peace and glory of his reign, forgave the 
cruelties by which it had been introduced. 
Pofterity, who experienced the fatal effeds of his 
maxims and example, juftly confidered him as 
the principal author of the decline of the Roman 
empire. 
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The Death of Severus. — Tyranny of | CaracaUa. — 
Ufurpation of Alacrinus. — Follies of Elayahalus. 
— Virtues of Alexander Severus. • — Liccntioufnefs 
of the Army. — - General State of the Roman Fi- 
nances. 

T'he afeent to greatnefs j however fteep and 
dangerous , may entertain an adive fpirit with 
the confcioufnefs and exercife of its own powers; 
but the poffeiLon of a throne could never yet 
afford a lafting fatisfadion to an ambitious mind. 
This melancholy truth was felt and acknowledged 
by Severus. Fortune and merit had, from an 
humble ftation , elevated him to the firft place 
among mankind. “He had been all things, ”as he 
faid Iiimfelf, “ and all was of little value*. ” Diltraded 
with the care, not of acquiring, but of preferving 
an empire, oppreffed with age and infirmities, 
carelefs of fame ‘ , and fatiated with power, all 
his profpeds of life were clofed. The defire of 
perpetuating the greatnefs of his family, was the 
only remaining wilh of his ambition and paternal 
tendernefs. 

Like mod of the Africans, Severus was paf- 
fionately addided to the vain ftudics of magic and 
divination , deeply verfed in the interpretation of 
dreams and omens, and perfedly acquainted with 
the fcience of judicial aftrology, which, in almoft 
every age, except the prefent, has maintained its 
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dominion over the mind of man. He had loft his 
firft wife, whilft he was governor of the Lionnefe 
Gaul *. In the choice of a fecond , he fought only to 
conned! himfelf with fome favourite of fortune ; and 
as foon as he had difcovered that a young lady of 
Emefa in Syria had a royal nativity , he folicited , 
and obtained her hand*. Julia Domna ( for that 
was her name) deferved all that the flats could 
promife her. She poffefled , even in an advanced 
age, the attractions of beauty’, and united to a 
lively imagination , a firmnefs of mind , andftrength 
of judgment , feldom bellowed on her fox. Her 
amiable qualities never made any deep impreftion 
on the dark and jealous temper of her hufband; 
but in her fon’s reign, fhe adminiftered the prin- 
cipal affairs of the empire, with a prudence, that 
fupported his authority; and with a moderation, 
that fometimes corrected his wild extravagancies*. 

O 

Julia applied herfelf to letters and philofophy , with 
fome fuccefs, and with the mod fplendid reputation. 
She was the patronefs of every art, and the friend 
of every man of genius 7 . The grateful flattery of 
the learned has celebrated her virtues; but, if we 
may credit the fcandal of ancient hiftory, chaftity 
was very far from being the moll confpicuous virtue 
of the emprefs Julia*. 

Two fons, Caracalla * and Geta, where the fruit 
of this marriage , and the deftined heirs of the 
empire. The fond hopes of the father, and of the 
Roman world, were foon difappointed by thefe 
Vain youths , who difplayed the indolent fecurity 
of hereditary princes ; and a prefumption that fortune 
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would fupply the place of merit and application. 
Without any emulation of virtue or talents , they 
difeovered , almoft from their infancy, a fixed and 
implacable antipathy for each other. Their averfion, 
confirmed by years, and fomented by the arts of 
their interefted favourites, broke out in childifh , 
and gradually in more ferious, ‘competitions; and 
at length divided the theatre, the circus, and the 
court, into two ‘actions; adtuated by the hopes 
and fears of their refpedtive leaders. The prudent 
emperor endeavoured , by every expedient of advice 
and authority, to allay this growing animofity. 
The un happy 'difeord of his fons clouded all his 
profpedts , and threatened to overturn a throne 
railed with fo much labour, cemented with fomuch 
blood, and guarded with every defence of arms and 
treafure. With an impartial hand he maintained 
between them an exadt balance of favour , conferred 
on both the rank of Auguftus, with the revered 
name of Antoninus ; and for the firft time the 
Roman world beheld three emperors'*. Yet even 
this equal condudf ferved only to inflame theconteft , 
whilft the fierce Caracalla aflerted the right of pri- 
mogeniture , and the milder Geta courted the 
affedtions of the people and the foldiers. In the 
anguifli of a difappointed father, Severus foretold, 
that the weaker of his fons would fall a facrifice 
to the ftronger ; who, in his turn, would be ruined 
by his own vices ,l . 

In thefe circumftances the intelligence of a war 
in Britain , and of an invafion of the province by 
the barbarians of the North , was received with 
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pleafure by Severus. Though the vigilance of his C 11 A v. 
lieutenants might have been fufficient to repel the >1. 
diffaut enemy, he refolved to embrace the honourable 
pretext of withdrawing his fons from the luxury of 
Rome, which enervated their minds and irritated 
their paflions ; and of inuring their youth to the 
toils of war and government. Notwithflanding his 
advanced age (for he was above three-fcore ) , and 
his gout, which obliged him to be carried in a 
Jitter , he tranfported himfelf in perfon into that 
remote ifland, attended by his two fons, his whole 
court, and a formidable army. He immediately 
pafTed the walls of Hadrian and Antoninus , and 
entered the enemy’s country , with a defign of 
completing the long attempted conqueft of Britain. 

He penetrated to the northern extremity of the 
ifland, without meeting an enemy. But the con- 
cealed ambufeades of the Caledonians, who hung 
unfeen on the rear and flanks of his army, the 
coldnefs of the climate , and the feverity of a 
winter march acrofs the hills and morafles of Scot- 
*■ land , are reported to have cofl: the Romans above 
fifty thoul'and men. The Caledonians at length 
yielded to the powerful and obftinate attack , fued 
for peace, and furrendered a part of their arms, 
and a large tradl of territory. But their apparent 
fubmiflion lafted no longer than the prefent terror. 

As foon as the Roman legions had retired, they 
refumed their hoftile independence. Their reftlefs 
fpirit provoked Severus to fend a new army, into 
Caledonia , with the moft bloody orders , not to 
fubdue but to extirpate the natives. They were 
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chat, faved by the death of their haughty enemy 
Finrat and This Caledonian war, neither marked by deci- 
. his hetoen five events, nor attended with any important con- 
fequences , would ill deferve our attention ; but it 
. is fuppofed , not without a confiderable degree of 

probability, that the invafion of Severus is con- 
nected with the moft fliining period of the Rritifh 
hiftory or fable, hingal, whofefame, with that of 
his heroes and bards, has been revived in our 
language by a recent publication , is faid to have 
commanded the Caledonians at that memorable 
jun&ure, to have eluded the power of Severus, 

‘ and to have obtained a fignal vidtory on the banks 
of the Carun , in which the fon of the Kiruj of the 
World, Caracul, fled from his arms along the 
fields of his pride Something of a doubtful mift 
{till hangs over thefe Highland traditions; nor can it 
be entirely difpelled by the moft ingenious refearch- 
Contraft »f es of modern criticifm 1 *: but if we could, with 
the caiedc. f a f e ty , indulge the pleafmg fuppofition , that Fingal 
the Romans, lived, and that Oflian fung, the ftriking contraft 
of the fituation and manners of the contending 
..nations might amufe a philofophic mind. The 
parallel would be little to the advantage of the more 
civilized people, if we compared the unrelenting 
revenge of Severus with the generous clemency of 
Fingal; the timid and brutal cruelty of Caracalla , 
• with the bravery , the tendernefs , the elegant genius 

of Oflian; the mercenary chiefs who, from motives 
of fear or intereft, ferved under the Imperial ftandard, 
with the freeborn warriors who ftarted to arms at 
the voice of the king of Morven; if , in a word , we 
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contemplated the untutored Caledonians, glowing 
with the warm virtues of nature , and the degenerate 
Romans , polluted with the mean vices of wealth 
and flavery. 

The declining health and laft illnefs of Severus 
inflamed the wild ambition and black pallions of 
Caracalla’s foul. Impatient of any delay or divifion 
of empire, he attempted, more than once, to 
fhorten the fmall remainder of his father s days, and 
endeavoured, but without fuccefs, to excite a 
mutiny among the troops ”. The old emperor had 
often cenfured the mifguided lenity of Marcus* 
who, by a Angle adt of juftice, might have faved 
the Romans from the tyranny of his worthlefs foil. 
Placed in the fame fituation , he experienced how 
eafily the rigour of a judge dilTolves away in the 
tendernefs of a parent. He deliberated, he threatened, 
but he could not punilh; and this laft and only 
inftance of mercy, was more fatal to the empire than 
a long feries of cruelty The diforder of his mind 
irritated the pains of his body ; he wifhed im- 
patiently for death , and haftened the inftant of it 
by his impatience. He expired at ork in the fixty- 
fifth year of his life, and in the eighteenth of a 
glorious and fuccefsful reign. In his laft; moments he 
recommended concord to his fons , and his fons to 
the army. The faiutary advice never reached the 
heart, or even the underftanding, of the impetuous 
youths ; but the more obedient troops , mindful of 
their oath of allegiance, and of the authority of 
their deceafed mafter, refilled the felicitations of 
Caracalla and proclaimed both brothers emperors 
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of Rome. The new princes foon left the Caledonians 
in peace, returned to the capital, celebrated their 
father’s funeral with divine honours , and were 
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful fovereigns, by 
the fenate , the people , and the provinces. Some 
pre-eminence of rank feems to have been allowed 
to the elder brother; but they both adminiftered 
the empire with equal and independent power 17 . 

Such a divided form of government would have 
proved a fource of difcord between the moftaffec- 
tionate brothers. It was impoffible that it could 
long fubfift between two implacable enemies , who 
neither defired nor could trull a reconciliation. It 
was vifible that one only could reign , and that the 
other mull fall; and each of them judging of his 
rival’s defigns by his own, guarded" his life with 
the moft jealous vigilance from the repeated attacks 
of poifon or thefword. Their rapid journey through 
Gaul and Italy, during which they never eat at the 
fame table, or flept in the fame houfe , difplayed 
to the provinces the odious fpedtacle of fraternal 
difcord. On their arrival at Rome , they immediately 
divided the vail extent of the Imperial palace **. 
No communication was allowed between their 
apartments; the doors and paffages were diligently 
fortified, and guards polled and relieved with the 
fame ftridlnefs as in' a befieged place. The emperors 
met only in public , in the prefence of their affli&ed 
mother; and each furrounded by a numerous train 
of armed followers. Even on thefe occafions of 
ceremony, the dillimulation of courts could ill difguife 
the rancour of their hearts**. 
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This latent civil war already diftradted the whole 
government , when a fcheme was fuggefted that 
feemed of mutual benefit to the hoftile brothers. 
It was propofed, that fince it was impoflible to 
reconcile their minds , they fliould fcparate their 
intereft, and divide the empire between them. The 
conditions of the treaty were already drawn with 
£ome accuracy. It was agreed , that Caracalla , as 
the elder brother , fliould remain in pofleflion of 
Europe and the weflern Africa; and thathefhould 
relinquilh the fovereignty of Afia and Egypt to 
Geta, who might fix his refidence at Alexandria or 
, Antioch, cities little inferior to Rome itfelf in wealth 
and greatnefs ; that numerous armies fliould be 
conflantly encamped on either fide of the Thracian 
Bofphorus , to guard the frontiers of the rival 
monarchies ; and that the fenators of European 
extraction fliould acknowledge the fovereign of 
Rome , whilfl the natives of Afia followed the 
emperor of the Eaft. The tears of the emprefs Julia 
interrupted the negociation , the firft idea of which 
had filled every Roman breall with furprife and 
indignation. The mighty mafs of conqueft was fo 
intimately united by the hand of time and policy, 
that it required the moft forcible violence to rend 
it afunder. The Romans had reafon to dread , that 
the disjointed members would foon be reduced by 
a civil war under the dominion of one mailer; but 
if the reparation was permanent , the divifion of the 
provinces mufl terminate in the dilfolution of an 
empire \yhofe unity had hitherto remained invio- 
late •: 
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Had the treaty been carried into execution , the 
fovereign of Europe might foon have been the con- 
queror of Alia ; but Caracalla obtained an eafier 
though a more guilty victory. He artfully liftened 
to his mother’s entreaties , and consented to meet 
his brother in her apartment , on terms of peace 
and reconciliation. In the midfl of their conver- 
fation, fome centurions, who had contrived to 
conceal themfelves , rufhed with drawn fwords upon 
the unfortunate Geta. His diftra&ed mother drove 
to protedl him in her arms; but, in the unavailing 
Ilruggle, fhe was wounded in the hand, and covered 
with the blood of her younger fon , while (lie faw 
the elder animating and aflifling"' 1 the fury of the 
aflaflins. As foon as the deed was perpetrated , 
Caracalla, with hafty fteps , and horror in his 
countenance , ran towards the Praetorian, camp as 
his only refuge, and threw himfelf on the ground 
before the ftatues of the tutelar deities 11 . The 
foldiers attempted to raife and comfort him. In 
broken and difordered words he informed them of 
his imminent danger and fortunate efcape, infinuat- 
ing that he had prevented the defigns of his enemy , 
and declared his refolution to live and die with his 
faithful troops. Gcta had been the favourite of the 
foldiers ; but Complaint was ufelefs , revenge was 
dangerous , and they ftill reverenced the fon of 
Severus. Their difeontent died away in idle mur- 
murs, and Caracalla foon convinced them of the 
juflice of his caufe , by diftributing in one lavifli 
donative the accumulated treafures of Iris father’s 
reign' 1 . The real fentiments of the foldiers alone 
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were of importance to his power or fafety. Their 
declaration in his favour, commanded the dutiful 
profejfions of the fenate. The obfequious alfembly 
was always prepared to ratify the decifion of fortune ; 
but as Caracalla wifhed to alluage the firft emotions 
of public indignation , the name of Geta was men- 
tioned with decency , and he received the funeral 
honours of a Roman emperor *\ Pofterity, in pity 
to his misfortune, has call a veil over his vices. 
We tonfider that young prince as the innocent vi&im 
of his brother’s ambition .without recolle&ing that 
he himfelf wanted power, rather than inclination, 
to confummate the fame attempts of revenge and 
murder. 

• . ’ f 

The crime went not unpuniflied. Neither bufinefs, 
nor pleafure,nor flattery, could defend Caracalla 
from the flings of a guilty confluence ; and he con- 
felfed , in the anguilh of a tortured mind, that his 
difordered fancy often beheld the angry forms of 
liis father and his brother rifing into life, to threaten 
and upbraid him ,5 . The confcioufnefs of his crime 
fliould have induced him to convince mankind, by 
the virtues of his reign, that the bloody deed had 
been the involuntary effedt of fatal neceflity. But 
the repentance of Caracalla only prompted him to 
remove from the world whatever could remind 
him of his guilt , or recal the memory of his mur r 
d^ed brother. On his return from thf fenate to the 
palace , he found his mother in the company of 
feveral noble matrons , weeping over the untimely 
fate of her younger fon. The jealous emperor 
threatened them with inftant death; the fentencc 
Vol. I M ' 
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chap, "was executed againft Fadilla , the laft remaining 
Vi. daughter of the emperor Marcus ; and even the 
afflicted Julia was obliged to filence her lament- 
ation , to fupprefs her fighs , and to receive the 
affaffin with fmiles of joy and approbation. It was 
computed that, under the vague appellation of the 
friends of Geta , above twenty thoufand perfons of 
both fexes fuffered death. His guards and freedmen, 
the minifters of his ferious bufinefs, and the com- 
panions of his loofer hours , thofe who by his 
intereft had been promoted to any commands in 
the army or provinces , with the long-connecfled 
chain of their 'dependents , were included in the 
profcription ; which endeavoured to reach every 
one who had maintained the fmalleft correfpondence 
with Geta , who lamented his death, or who even 
* ' mentioned his name **.• HelviuS Pertinax, fon to 
the prince of that name , loft his life by an unfea- 
fonable witticifm 17 . It was a fufficient crime of 


Sesth of 
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Thrafea Prifcus, to be defcended from a family in 
Which the love of liberty feemed an hereditary 
quality **. The particular caufes of calumny and 
fufpicion were at length exhaufted; and when a 
fenator was acctrfed of being a fecret enemy to the 
government, the emperor was fatisfied with the 
general proof that he was a man of property and 
virtue. From this well-grounded principle he fre- 
quently drew- the moft bloody inferences. J 

The execution of fo many innocent citizens was 
bewailed by the fecret tears of their friends and 
families. The death of Papinian , the Praetorian 


praefecft, was lamented as a public calamity. During 
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the Iaft feven years of Severus , he had exercifed c 11 a v. 
the moft important office of the ftate, and, by Vi. 
his falutary influence , guided the emperor’s Heps 
in the paths of juflice and moderation. In full 
aflurance of his virtue and abilities, Severus, oil 
his death-bed, had conjured him to watch over 
the profperity and union of the Imperial family ”, . . 

The honeft labours of Papinian ferved only to 
inflame the hatred which Caracalla had already con* 

Ceived againfl: his father’s minifter. After the murdef 
of Geta, the Praefedt was commanded td exert the 
powers of his fktll and eloquence in a ftudied 
apology for that atrocious deed. The philofophid 
Seneca had condefcended to compofe a fimilaf 
epiftle to the fenate, in the name of the fon and 
aflaffin of Agrippina “ That it was eafier to 
“ commit than to juftify a parricide, “ was the v 
glorious reply of Papinian ”, who did not hefitate 
between the lofs of life and that of honour. Such 
intrepid virtue, which had efdaped pure and urn 
fullied from the intrigues of courts, the habits of 
bufinefs, and the arts of his profeffion, refledls 
more luftre on the memory of Papinian, than all 
his great employments, his numerous writings, and 
the fuperior reputation as a lawyer, which he has 
preferved through every age of the Roman jurif- 
prtldence 

It had hitherto been the peculiar felicity of the Mis tyr«„. 
Romans , and in the worft of times their coil- nyextend. 
folation , that the virtue of the emperors was adtive, ^hoie^m** 
and their vice indolent. Auguftus, 1 rajan, Hadrian , 

• and Marcus, vifited their extenfive dominions in 
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perfon, and their progrefs was marked by adls of 
wifdom and beneficence. The tyranny ofTiberius , 
Nero, andDomitian, whorefided almoftconftantly 
at Rome, or in the adjacent villas, was confined 
to the fenatorial andequeftrian orders”. But Cara- 
calla was the common enemy of mankind. He left 
the capital { and he never returned to it ) about a 
year after the murder of Geta. The reft of his 
reign was fpent in the feveral provinces of the 
empire, particularly thofe of the Eaft, and every 
province was by turns the feene of his rapine and 
cruelty. The fenators , compelled by fear to attend 
his capricious motions , were obliged to provide 
daily entertainments at an immenfe expence, which 
he abandoned with contempt to his guards; and 
to eredf, in every city, magnificent palaces and 
theatres , which he either difdained to viftt , or 
ordered to be immediately thrown down. The moft 
wealthy families were ruined by partial fines and 
confifcations , and the great body of his fubjedts 
opprefied by ingenious and aggravated taxes ”. In 
the midft of peace , and upon the flighted provo- 
cation, he iffued his commands, at Alexandria in 
Egypt , for a general maffacre. From a fecure poft 
in the temple of Serapis , he viewed and diredted 
the {laughter of many thoufand citizens, as well 
as ftrangers , without diftinguifhing either the 
number or the crime of the fufferers, fince, as he 
coolly informed the fenate , all the Alexandrians , 
thofe who had perifhed and thofe who had efcaped, 
were alike guilty ”. 

The wife inftrudlions of Severus .never made any 
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lading impreflion on the mind of his fon , who , 
although not deditute of imagination and eloquence , 
was equally devoid of judgment and humanity". 
One dangerous maxim, worthy of a tyrant, was 
remembered and abufed by Caracalla. “To fecure 
“ the affedions of the army , and to edeem the 
“ red of his fubjeds as of little moment ” But 
the liberality of the father had been redrained by 
prudence , and his indulgence to the troops was 
tempered by firmnefs and authority. The carelefs 
profufion of the fon was the policy of one reign, 
and the inevitable ruin both of the army and of 
the empire. The vigour of the foldiers, indead of 
being confirmed by the fevere difeipline of camps, 
melted away in the luxury of cities. The exceffivtf 
increafe of their pay and donatives " exhauded 
the date to enrich the military order, whofe modedy 
in peace, and fervice in war, is bed fecured by 
an honourable poverty. The demeanour of Caracalla 
was haughty and full of pride; but with the 
troops he forgot even the proper dignity of his 
rank, encouraged their infolent familiarity, and, 
negleding the eflential duties of a general, 
affeded to imitate the drefs and manners of a 
common foldier. 

It was impoflible that fuch a charader, and 
fuch a condud as that of Caracalla , could infpire 
either love or edeem ; but as long as his vices 
were beneficial to the armies, he was fecure from 
the danger of rebellion. A fecret confpiracy, 
provoked by his own jealoufy , was fatal to the 
tyrant. The Praetorian -praefedure was divided 
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chap, between two minifters. The military department 
VI. was intrufled to Adventus , an experienced rather 
than an able foldier; and the civil affairs were 
tranfaCted by Opilius Macrinus , who, by his 
dexterity in bufinefs, had raifed himfelf, with 
a fair character, to that high office. But his 
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor, 
and his life might depend on the flighteft fufpicion , 
or the moft cafual circumftance. Malice or 
fanaticifm had fuggeffed to an African, deeply 
fkilled in the knowledge of futurity, a very 
dangerous prediction, that Macrinus and his fon were 
deftined to reign over the empire. The report 
was foon diffufed through the province ; -and 
when the man was fent in chains to Rome, be 
{till aflerted, in the pretence of the Praefedt of 
the. city , the faith of his prophecy. That magiftrate, 
who had received the moft prefling inftrudtions 
to inform himfelf of the fucceJJ'ors of Caracalla , 
immediately communicated the examination of the 
African to the Imperial court, which at that 
time refided in Syria. But, notwithflanding the 
diligence of the public meflengers, a friend of 
Macrinus found means to apprize him of the 
approaching danger. The emperor received the 
letters from Rome;'and as he was then engaged in 
the conduct of a chariot race , he delivered them 
unopened to the Praetorian Praefedt , directing 
him to difpatch the ordinary affairs , and to report 
the more important bufinefs that might be contained 
in them. Macrinus read his fate, and refolved to 
prevent it. He inflamed the difcontents of fome 
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inferior officers, and employed the hand of 
Martialis , a defperat* foldier, who had been 
refilled the rank of centurion. The devotion of 
Caracalla prompted him to make a pilgrimage 
from Edefla to the celebrated temple of the Moon 
at Carrhae. He was attended by a body of cavalry; 
but having (lopped on the road for fome neceffary 
occafion , his guards preferved a refpedful didance, 
and Martialis approaching his perfon under a 
pretence of duty, dabbed him with a dagger. 
The bold afTaflin was indantly killed by a Scythian 
archer of the Imperial guard. Such was the end 
of a monfter whofe life difgraced human nature, 
and whofe reign accufed the patience of the 
Romans’*. The grateful foldiers forgot his vices, 
remembered only his partial liberality, and obli- 
ged . the fenate to proditute their own dignity 
and that of religion by granting him a place 
among the gods. Whild he was upon earth, 
Alexander the Great was the only hero whom, 
this god deemed worthy his admiration. He affirmed 
the name and enfigns of Alexander, formed a 
Macedonian phalanx of guards, perfecuted the 
difciples of Aridotle, and difplayed with a puerile 
cnthufiafm the only fentiment by which he did 
covered any regard for virtue or glory. We can 
eafily conceive, that after the battle of Narva, 
and the conqued of Poland, Charles the Twelfth 
( though he dill wanted the more elegant accom-r 
plifhments of the fon of Philip) might boad of 
having rivalled his valour and magnanimity: but 
in no one adtion of his life did Caracalla exprefs 
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the fainted refemblance bf the Macedonian hero, 
except in the murder of a great number of his own 
and of his father’s friends 4 *. 

After the extindion of the houfe of Severus, 
the Roman world remained three days without a 
mafter. The choice of the army (for the autho- 
rity of a diftant and feeble fenate was little regard- 
ed) hung in an anxious fufpenfe ; as no candidate 
prefented himfelf whofe diftinguifhed birth and 
merit could engage their attachment and unite 
their fuffrages. The deci’five weight of the 
Praetorian guards elevated the hopes of their 
praefeds, and thefe powerful minifters - began to 
alfert their legal claim to fill the vacancy of the 
Imperial throne. Adventus, however, the fenior 
praefed, confcious of his age and infirmities, of 
his fmall reputation, and his fmaller abilities, 
refigned the dangerous honour to the crafty 
ambition of his colleague Macrinus, whofe well- 
didembled grief removed all fufpicion of his being 
acceffary to his mailer’s death 4I . The troops 
neither loved nor elleemed his charader. They 
caft their eyes around in fearch of a competitor 
and at lafl yielded with reludance to his promifes 
of unbounded liberality and indulgence. A lhort 
time after his acceflion , he conferred on his fon 
Diadumenianus , at the age of only ten years , 
the Imperial title and the popular name of Antoninus. 
The beautiful figure of the youth , aflifled by an 
additional donative, for which the ceremony 
furnilhed a pretext, might attrad, it was hoped, 
the favour of the army , ancj fecure the doubtful 
throne of Macrinus. 
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The authority of the new fovereign had been 
ratified by the cheerful fubmiffion of the fenate 
and provinces. They exulted in their unexpected 
deliverance from a hated tyrant, and it feemed of 
little confequence to examine into the virtues of 
the fucceffor of Caracalla. But as foon as the firft 
tranfports of joy and furprife had fubfided , they 
began to.fcrutinize the merits of Macrinus with a 
critical feverity , and to arraign the hafty choice of 
the army. It had hitherto been confidered as a 
fundamental maxim of the conftitution , that the 
emperor muft be always chofen in the fenate , and 
the fovereign power, no longer exercifed by the 
whole body, was always delegated to one of its 
members. But Macrinus was not a fenator ”. The 
fudden elevation of the Praetorian prsefeCts betrayed 
the meannefs of their origin ; and the equeftrian 
order was ftill in pofleffion of that great office, 
which commanded with arbitrary fway the lives and 
fortunes of the fenate. A murmur of indignation 
was heard , that a man whofe obfeure ,J extraction 
had never been illuftrated by any fignal fervicc , 
fhould dare to invert himfelf with the purple , 
inftead of bellowing it on fomc diftinguifhed fenator, 
equal in birth and dignity to the fplendour of the 
Imperial ftation. As foon as the character of Ma- 
crinus was furveyed by the fharp eye of difeontent , 
fomc vices, and many defects, were eafily difeovered. 
The choice of his minifters wasinfeveral inftances 
juftly cenfured , and the diffatisfied people , 
with their ufual candour, accufed at once his in- 
dolent tamenefs and his exceflive feverity 44 . 
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His rafh ambition had climbed a height where it 
was difficult to ftand with firmnefs, and impoffible 
to fall without inftant deftruction. Trainted in the 
arts of courts and the forms of civil bufinefs , he 
trembled in the prefence of the fierce and undif- 
eiplined multitude , over whom he had affirmed the 
command; his military talents were defpifed , and 
his perfonal courage fufpedted ; a wfafper that 
circulated in the camp , difclofed the fatal fecret of 
the confpiracy againftthe late emperor, aggravated 
the guilt of murder by the bafenefs of hypocrify , 
and heightened contempt by deteftation. To alienate 
thefoldiers, and to provoke inevitable ruin , the 
character of a reformer was only wanting : and 
fuch was the peculiar hardfliip of his fate , that 
IYlacrinus was compelled to exercife that invidious 
office. The prodigality of Caracalla had left behind 
it a long train of ruin and diforder; and if that 
worthlefs tyrant had been capable of reflecting on 
thefure confequences of his own conduct , he woyld 
perhaps have enjoyed the dark profpedt of the 
diftrefs and calamities which he bequeathed to his 
fucceflors. 

In the management of this neceflary reformation , 
Macripus proceeded with a cautious prudence 
which would have reftored health and vigour to the 
Roman army , in an eafy and almoft imperceptible 
manner. To the foldiers already engaged in the 
fervice , he was conftrained to leave the dangerous 
privileges and extravagant pay given by Caracalla ; 
but the new recruits were received on the more 
moderate though liberal eftablifhment of Severus , 
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fend gradually formed to modefty and obedience 4 *. 
One fatal error deftroyed the falutary effedsofthis 
judicious plan. The numerous army, aflfembled 
In the Kail by the late emperor, inftead of being 
immediately difperfed by Macrinus through the 
feveral provinces , was fuffered to remain united in 
Syria, during the winter that followed his elevation. 
In the luxurious idlenefs of their quarters, the troops 
viewed their ftrength and numbers, communicated 
their complaints, and revolved in their minds the 
advantages of another revolution. The veterans, 
inftead of being flattered by the advantageous 
diftindion , were alarmed by the firft fteps of the 
emperor, which they conftdered as the prefage of 
his future intentions. The recruits, with foilen 
reludance , entered on a fervice, whofe labours 
were increafed while its rewards were diminilhed by 
a covetous and unwarlike fovereign. The murmurs 
of the army fwelled with impunity into feditious 
clamours; and the partial mutinies betrayed a fpirit 
of difcontent and difaffedion , that waited only for 
the flighteft occafion to break out on every fide 
into a general rebellion. To minds thus difpofed , 
the occafion foon prefen ted itfelf. 

• The emprefs Julia had experienced all the vicifli- 
tudes of fortune. From an humble ftation fhe had 
been railed to greatnefs , only to tafte the fuperior 
bitternefs of an exalted rank. She was doomed to 
weep over the death of one of her fons , and over 
the life of the other. The cruel fate of Caracalla, 
though her good fenfe muft have long tailght her 
to exped it, awakened the feelings of a mother 


HAP. 

VI. 


Death of 
the era- 
prefs Julia. 
Education , 
pretenti- 
ons , and 
revolt of 
Elagaba- 
lus, called 
at firit Baf- 
lianus and 
Antoninus. 


Digitized by Google 



j8S the decline and fall 


chap, and of an emprefs. Notwithllanding the refpedlful 
Y|. civility expreflied by the ufurper towards the widow 
of Severus , fhe defcended with a painful ftrugglc 
into the condition of a fubjed, and foon withdrew 
herfelf by a voluntary death from the anxious and 
humiliating dependence 4 *. Julia Maefa, her filler, 
was ordered to leave the court and Antioch. She 
retired to Emefa with an immenfe fortune, the 
fruit of twenty years favour, accompanied by her 
two daughters, Soaemias and Mamaea, each of 
whom was a widow, and each had an only fon. 
Baffianus, for that was the name of the fon of 
Soaemias, was confecrated to the honourable mi- 
nillry of high priell of the Sun ; and this holy 
vocation , embraced either from prudence or fu- 
perftition, contributed to raife the Syrian youth 
to the empire of Rome. A numerous body of troops 
was llationed at Emefa ; and. as the fevere difcipline 
pf Macrinus had conllrained them to pafs the winter 
encamped, 'they were eager to revenge the cruelty 
of fuch unaccuftomed hardlhips. The foldiers , 
who reforted in crowds to the temple of the Sun, 
beheld with veneration and delight the elegant 
drels and figure of a young pontiff: they recognifed, 
or they thought that they recognifed , the features 
of Caracalla, whofe memory they now adored. 
The artful Maefa faw and cherilhed their riling 
partiality, and readily facrificing her daughter’s 
reputation to the fortune of her grandfon, fhe 
infmuated that Baffianus was the natural fon of their 
murdered fovereign. The fums diflributed by her 
emiffaries with a lavilh hand, filenced every 
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objedlion , and the profufion fufficiently proved the 
affinity , or at leaft the refemblance , of Baffianus 
■with the great original. The young Antoninus 
( for he affirmed and polluted that refpedlable 
name ) was declared emperor by the troops of 
JSmefa , aflerted his hereditary right , and called 
aloud on the armies to follow the ftandard of a 
young and liberal prince, who had taken up arms 
to revenge his father’s death and the opprelhon of 
the military order * 7 . 

Whilft a confpiracy of women and eunuchs was 
concerted with prudence , and conducted with 
rapid vigour , Macrinus , who , by a decifive 
motion, might have crufhed his infant enemy * 
floated between the oppofite extremes of terror 
and fecurity, which alike fixed him ina&ive at 
Antioch. A fpirit of rebellion diff'ufed itfelf through 
all die camps and garrifons of Syria, fucceffivC 
detachments murdered their officers*** and joined 
the party of the rebels ; and the tardy reftitution 
of military pay and privileges was imputed to the 
acknowledged weaknefs of Macrinus. At length 
he marched out of Antioch, to meet the increafing 
and zealous army of the young pretender. His own 
troops feemed to take the field with faintnefs and 
reludtance; but, in the heat of the batde*’, the 
Praetorian guards, almoft by an involuntary impulfe, 
aflerted the fuperiority of their valour and difcipline. 
The rebel ranks were broken ; when the mother 
and grandmother of the Syrian prince , who* 
according to their eaftern cuftom , had attended 
the army, threw themfelves from their covered 
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chariots , and , by exciting the compaflion of the 
foldiers , endeavoured to animate their drooping 
courage. Antoninus himfelf, who, in the reft of 
his life , never aded like a man , in this important 
crifis of his fate approved himfelf a hero , mounted 
his horfe, and, at the head of his rallied troops,, 
charged fword in hand among the thickeft of the 
enemy; whilft the eunuch Gannys, whofe occu* 
pations had been confined to female cares and the 
foft luxury of Afia, difplayed the talents of an 
able and experienced general. The battle ftill raged 
with doubtful violence, and IVlacrinus might have 
obtained the vidory , had he not betrayed his own 
caufe by a fhameful and precipitate flight. His 
cowardice ferved only to protrad his life a few 
days , and to ftamp deferved ignominy on his 
misfortunes. It is fcarcely neceflary to add , that 
his fon Diadumenianus was involved in the fame 
fate. As foon as the ftubborn Praetorians could 
be convinced that they fought for a prince who 
had bafely deferted them, they furrendered to the 
conqueror ; the contending parties of the Roman 
army mingling tears of joy and tendernefs, united 
under the banners of the imagined fon of Caracalla , 
and the Eaft acknowledged with pleafure the firft 
emperor of Afiatic extradion. 

The letters of IVlacrinus had condefcended to 
inform the fenate of the flight difturbance occa- 
fioned by an impoftor in Syria, and a decree im- 
mediately pafied, declaring the rebel and his fa* 
mily public enemies ; with a promife of pardon , 
however , to fuch of his deluded adherents as 
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fhould merit it by an immediate return to their 
duty. During the twenty days that elapfed from 
the declaration to the vi&ory of Antoninus ( for 
in fo fhort an interval was the fate of the Roman 
world decided ) , the capital and the provinces » 
more efpecially thofe of the Eaft , were diftracfted 
with hopes and fears, agitated with tumult, and 
ftained with an ufelel's effufion of civil blood , fince 
whofoever of the rivals prevailed in Syria, mull 
reign over the empire. The fpecious letters in 
which the young conqueror announced his vi&ory 
to the obedient fenate, were filled with profef- 
fions of virtue and moderation ; the fhining ex*- 
amples of Marcus and Auguftus, he fhould ever 
Confider as the great rule of- his adminiftratiorti 
and he' affected to dwell with pride on 1 the ftrik- 
ing refemblance of his own age and fortunes with 
thofe of Auguftus , who in the earlieft youth had 
revenged by a fuccefsful war the murder of his 
father. By adopting the ftyle of Marcus Aurelius 
AntOninUs, fon of Antoninus and grandfort of 
Severus , he tacitly afferted his hereditary claim 
to the empire; but by affuming the tribunitian 
and proconfular powers before they had been 
conferred on him by a decree of the fertate', he 
offended the delicacy of Roman prejudice. This 
new and injudicious violation of the conftitution 
was probably dictated either by the ignorance of 
his Syrian courtiers , or the fierce difdain of his 
military followers **. 

As the attention of the new emperor was di- 
verted by- the moft trifling amufements , he wafted 


HAP,; 

VI, 


■1 -.* ,,*t 


Pifture of 
Elagabalut 
A. 1). 219. 


Digitized by Google 



i 9 2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

VI. 


His fiiper- 
ftition. 


many months in his luxurious progrefs from Syria 
to Italy, palled at Nicomedia the firft winter after 
his vidory , and deferred till the enfuing fummer 
his triumphal entry into the capital. A faithful 
pidure, however, which preceded his arrival, 
and was placed by his immediate order over the 
altar of vidory in the fenate-houfe , conveyed to 
the Romans the juft but unworthy refemblance of 
his perfon and manners. He was drawn in his fa- 
cerdotal robes of filk and gold , after the loofe 
flowing fafliion of the Medes and Phoenicians ; 
his head was covered with a lofty, tiara, his nu- 
merous collars and bracelets were adorned with 
gems of an ineftimable value. His eyebrows were 
tinged with black , and his cheeks painted with 
an artificial red and white”. The grave fenators 
confefted with a figh , that , after, having long 
experienced the ftern tyranny of their own country: 
men, Rome was at length humbled beneath the 
effeminate luxury of Oriental defpotifm. 

The Sun was worfhipped at Emcfa under the 
name of Elagabalus ” , and under the fprm of a 
black conical ftone , which , as it was univerfally 
believed j had fallen from heaven on that facrcd 
place. To this proteding deity , Antoninus, not 
without fome reafon , aferibed his elevation to 
the throne. The difplay of fuperftitious gratitude 
was the only ferious bufinefs of his reign. The 
triumph of the god of Emefa overall the religions 
of the earth was the great objed pf his zeal and 
vanity: and the appellation of Elagabalus (for 
he prefumed as pontiff and favourite to adopt that 
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facrcd name) was dearer to him than all the titles c 
of Imperial greatnefs. In a folemn proceffion 
through the ftrects of Rome, the way was ftrewed 
with gold duft ; the black ftone, fet in precious 
gems, was placed on a chariot drawn by fix milk- 
white horfes richly caparifoned. The pious emper- 
or held the reins, and, fupported by his minifters , 
moved flowly backwards , that he might perpe- 
tually enjoy the felicity of the divine prefence. 

In a magnificent temple raifed on the Palatine 
Mount, the facrifices of the god Elagabalus were 
celebrated with every circumftance of coft and fo* 
lemnity. The richeft wines, the moll extraordinary 
vidtims , and the rareft aromatics , were profufdy 
confumed on his altar. Around the altar a chorus 
of Syrian damfels performed their lafcivious dances 
to the found of barbarian mufic , whilft the graveft 
perfonages of the ftate and army, clothed in long 
Phoenician tunics , officiated in the meaneft func- 
tions , with affedtcd zeal and fecret indignation ”. 

To this temple, as to the common centre of 
religious worfhip, the Imperial fanatic attempted 
to remove the Ancilia , the Palladium ,4 , and all 
the facred pledges of the faith of Numa. A crowd 
of inferior deities attended in various ftations the 
majefty of the god of Emefa ; but his court was 
flill imperfed, till a female of diftinguiflled rank 
was admitted to his bed. Pallas had been firft 
chofen for his confort ; but as it was dreaded left 
her warlike terrors might affright the foft delicacy 
of a Syrian deity , the Moon , adored by the Afri- 
cans under the name of Aftarte, was deemed a 
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more fuitable companion for the Sun. Her image 
with the rich offerings of her temple as a marriage 
portion , was tranfported with folemn pomp from 
Carthage to Rome, and the day of thefe myflic 
nuptials was a general feflival in the capital and 
throughout the empire ”. 

A rational voluptuary adheres with invariable 
refpecl to the temperate dictates of nature, and 
improves the gratifications of fenfe by focial in- 
tercourfe , endearing connexions , and the foft 
colouring of tafle and the imagination. But Ela- 
gabalus (I fpeak of the emperor of that name) 
corrupted by his youth, his country, and his for- 
tune , abandoned himfelf to the groflefl pleafures 
with ungoverned fury , and foon found difgufl 
and fatiety in the midft of his enjoyments. The 
inflammatory powers of art were fummoned to 
his aid : the confufed multitude of women , of 
wines , and of difhes , and the ftudied variety of 
attitudes and fauces , ferved to revive his languid 
appetites. New terms and new inventions in thefe 
fciences , the only ones cultivated and patronifed 
by the monarch 54 , fignalized his reign, and tranf- 
mitted his infamy to fucceeding times. A capri- 
cious prodigality fupplied the want of tafle and 
elegance ; and whilft Elagabalus lavifhed away 
the treafures of his people in the wildeft extrava- 
gance, his own voice and that of his flatterers 
applauded a fpirit and magnificence unknown to 
the tamenefs of his prcdeceffors. To confound 
the order of feafons and climates 57 , to fport with 
the paflions and prejudices of his fubjecls , and 
to fubvert every law of nature and decency, were 
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in the number of his mod delicious amufements. < 
A long train of concubines , and a rapid fucccffion 
of wives , among whom was a >eftal virgin , ra- 
viffied by force from her facred afylum 11 , were 
inefficient to fatisfy the impotence of his paffions. 
The mafter of the Roman world affedted to copy 
the drefs and manners of the female fex, preferred 
the diftaff to the fceptre, and difhonoured the 
principal dignities of the empire by diftributing 
them among his numerous lovers ; one of whom 
was publicly inverted with the title and authority 
of the emperor’s, or, as he more properly ftyled 
himfelf, of the emprefs’s hufband 

It may fcem probabler the vices and follies of 
Elagabalus have been adorned by fancy , and 
blackened by prejudice **. \et Confining ourfelves 
to the public fcenes difplayed before the Roman 
people , and attefted by grave and contem- 
porary hirtorians, their inexpreffible infamy furpafles 
that of any other age or country. The licence of 
an eaftern monarch 1 is fecluded from the eye of 
curiofity by the inacceffible walls of his feraglio. 
The fentiments of honour and gallantry have in- 
troduced a refinement of pleafure, a regard for 
decency, and arefpedfor the public opinion , into 
the modern courts of Europe ; but the corrupt and 
opulent nobles of Rome gratified every vice that 
could be colleded' from the mighty conflux of 
nations and manners. Secure of impunity, carelefs 
of cenfure, they lived without reftraint in the 
patient and humble fociety of their Haves and para- 
fites. The emperor, in his turn, viewing every 
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rank of his fubjedts with the fame contemptuous 
indifference , aliened without control his fovereign 
privilege of luft and luxury. 

The mod worthlefs of mankind are not afraid 
to condemn in others the fame diforders which 
they allow in themfelves ; and can readily difcover 
fome nice difference of age, character, or ftation, 
to juftify the partial diftindtion. The licentious 
foldiers, who had raifed to the throne the diffolute 
foil of Caracalla, blufhed at their ignominious 
choice, and turned with difgufl from that monffer, 
to contemplate with pleafure the opening virtues 
of his coufin Alexander the fon of Mamaea. The 
crafty Msefa , fenfible that her grandfon Elagabalus 
muff inevitably deftroy himfelf by his own vices , 
had provided another and furer fupport of her 
family, Embracing a favourable moment of fondnefs 
and devotion, file had perfuaded the young emperor 
to adopt Alexander, and to invert him with the 
title of Caefar, that his own divine occupations 
might be no longer interrupted by the care of the 
earth. In the fecond rank that amiable prince foon 
acquired the affedtions of the public, and excited 
the tyrant’s jealoufy , who refolved to terminate 
the dangerous competition, either by corrupting 
the manners, or by taking away the life, of his 
rival. His arts proved unfuccefsful ; his vain defigns 
were conftantly difcovered by his own loquacious 
folly , and difappointed by thofe virtuous and 
faithful fervants whom the prudence of Mamaea 
had placed about the perfon of her fon. In a hafty 
fally of paflion , Elagabalus refolved to execute 
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by force what he had been unable to compafs by 
fraud , and by a defpotic fentence degraded his 
coufin from the rank and honours of Ciefar. The 
melfage was received in the fenate with filence, 
and in the camp with fury. The Praetorian guards 
fwore to protect Alexander , and to revenge the 
dishonoured majefty of the throne. The tears and 
promifes of the trembling Elagabalus , who only 
begged them to fpare his life , and to leave him in 
the pofleflion of his beloved Hierocles, diverted 
their juft indignation ; and they contented them- 
felves with empowering their prxfedls to watch 
over the Safety of Alexander, and the condudl of 
the emperor **. 

It was impoflible that fuch a reconciliation fhould 
laft , or that even the mean foul of Elagabalus could 
bold an empire on fuch humiliating terms of de- 
pendence. He foon attempted, by a dangerous ex- 
periment, to try the temper of the foldiers. The 
report of the death of Alexander, and the natural 
fufpicion that he had been murdered, inflamed their 
paflions into fury, and the tempeft of the camp 
could only be appealed by the prefence and autho- 
rity of the popular youth. Provoked at this new 
inftance of their affedion for his coufin, and their 
contempt for his perfon, the emperor ventured to 
punifh fome of the leaders of the mutiny. His 
unfeafonable feverity proved inftantly fatal to his 
minions, his mother, and himfelf. Elagabalus was 
maflacred by the indignant Praetorians, his muti- 
lated corpfe dragged through the ftreets of the city* 
and thrown, into the Tyber. His memory was 
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branded with eternal infamy by the fenate ; the 

juftice of whofe decree has been ratified by pofte- 
• . 6 * 
rity . 

In the room of Elagabalus; his coufin Alexander 
was raifed to the throne by the Praetorian guards. 
His relation to the family of Severus, whofe name 
he affirmed, was the fame as that of his predeceffor; 
his virtue and his danger had already endeared him 
to the Romans, and the eager liberality of the 
fenate conferred upon him, in one day, the various 
titles and powers of the Imperial dignity “. But as 
Alexander was a modeft and dutiful youth , of 
only feventeen years of age, the reins of government 
were in the hands of two women , of his mother 
Mamtea, andofMaefa, his grandmother. After 
the death of the latter, who furvived but a fhort 
time the elevation of Alexander, Mamaea remained 
the foie regent of her fon and of the empire. 

In every age and country , the wifer, or at leaft 
the ftronger, of the two fexes , hasufurped the 
powers of the ftate , and confined the other to the 
cares and pleafures of domeftic life. In hereditary 
monarchies, however, and efpecially in thofe of 
modern Europe, the gallant fpirit of chivalry, and 
the law of fucceflion , have accuftomed us to allow 
a fingular exception ; and a woman is often ac- 
knowledged the abfolute fovereign of a great king- 
dom , in which flhe would be deemed incapable of 
cxercifmg the fmalleft employment, civil or military. 
But as the Roman emperors were ft ill confidered as 
the generals and magiftrates of the republic , their 
wives and mothers , although diftinguilhed by the 
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name of Augufta, were never affociated to their c 
perfonal honours ; and a female reign would have 
appeared an inexpiable prodigy in the eyes of thofe 
primitive Romans, who married without love, or 
loved without delicacy and refped *\ The haughty 
Agrippina afpired , indeed , to fliare the honours of 
the empire, which fhe had conferred on her fon ; 
but her mad ambition, detefled by every citizen 
who felt for the dignity of Rome , was difappointed 
by the artful firmnefs of Seneca and Burrhus*’. The 
good fenfe , or the indifference , of fuccceding princes, 
reftrained them from offending the prejudices of 
their fubjeds; and it was referved for the profligate 
Elagabalus , to difgrace the ads of the fenate, 
with the name of his mother Sosemias, who was 
placed by the fide of the confuls, and fubfcribed, 
as a regular member, the decrees of the legiflative 
afiembly. Her more prudent After, Marasa, declined 
the ufelefs and odious prerogative, and a folemn 
law was enaded , excluding women for ever from 
the fenate, and devoting to the infernal gods, the 
head of the wretch by whom this fandion ftiould 
be violated 6 *. The fubftance, not the pageantry, 
of power was the objed of Mamsca’s manly am- 
bition. She maintained an abfojute and lafting empire 
over the mind of her fon, and in his affedion the 
mother could not brook a rival. Alexander, with 
her confent , married the daughter of a Patrician ; 
but his refped for his father-in-law , and love for 
the emprefs , were inconfiftent with the tcndernefs 
or intereft of Manuea. The Patrician was executed 
on the ready accufation of trcafon, and the wife 
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of Alexander driven with ignominy from the palace 
and banifhed into Africa ” . 

Notwithftanding this adf of jealous cruelty, as 
well as fome inftances of avarice, with which 
JVlamsea is charged; the general tenour of her ad- 
minilfration was equally for the benefit of her fon 
and of the empire. With the approbation of 
the fenate , Ihe chofe fixteen of the wifeft and 
moll; virtuous fenators , as a perpetual council of 
Hate , before whom every public bufmefs of mo- 
ment was debated and determined. • The cele- 
brated Ulpian , equally diftinguilhed by his know- 
ledge of, and his refpedt for , the laws of Rome, 
was at their head ; and the prudent firmnefs of this 
ariffocracy reftored order and authority to the 
government. As foon as they had purged the city 
from foreign fuperllition and luxury, the remains 
of the capricious tyranny of Elagabalus, they applied 
themfelves to remove his worthlefs creatures from 
every department of public adminilfration , and to 
fupply their places with men of virtue and ability. 
Learning , and the love of jtiftice , became the only 
recommendations for civil offices : Valour, and the 
love of difeipline, the only qualifications for mili- 
tary employments **. 

But the moll important care of Mamaea and her 
wife counfdlors, was to form the character of the 
young emperor , on whofe perfonal qualities the 
hnppinefs or mifery of the Roman world mull ulti- 
mately depend. The fortunate foil aflifled , and 
even prevented the hand of cultivation. An ex- 
cellent underftanding foon convinced Alexander of 
the advantages of virtue , the pleafure of know* 
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ledge , and the neceflity of labour. A natural mild- 
nefs and moderation of temper preferved him from 
the affaults of paflion and the allurements of vice. 
His unalterable regard for his mother, and his 
cfteem for the wife Ulpian ,- guarded his unex- 
perienced youth from the poifon of flattery. 

The Ample journal of his ordinary occupations ex- 
hibits a pleafing pidture of an accomplifhed em- 
peror **, and with fome allowance for the difference 
of manners , might well deferve the imitation of 
modern princes. Alexander rofe early : the firfl; 
moments of the day were confecrated to private 
devotion, and his domcftic chapel was filled with 
the images of thofe heroes , who , by improving 
or reforming human life , had deferved the grateful 
reverence of pofterity. But , as he deemed the 
fervice of mankind the mod acceptable worlhip of 
the gods , the grcateft part of his morning hours 
was employed in his council , where he difcufled 
public affairs, and determined private caufes , with 
a patience and difcretion above his years. The 
drynefs of bufinefs was relieved by the charms of 
literature : and a portion of time was always fet 
apart for his favourite ftudies of poetry, hiftory, 
and philosophy. The works of Virgil and Horace, 
the republics of Plato and Cicero , formed his taffe, 
enlarged his underftanding , and gave him the 
nobleft ideas of man and government. The exercifes 

j 

of the body fucceeded to thofe of the mind ; and 
Alexander, who was tall, active, and robuft, fur- 
paffed moll of his equals in the gymnaftic arts. 
Refrelhed by the ufe of the bath and a flight 
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dinner, he refumed, with new vigour, thebufinefs 
of the day, and, till the hour of fupper, the prin- 
cipal meal of the Romans, he was attended by his 
Secretaries, with whom he read and anfvvered the 
multitude of letters, memorials, and petitions, 
that mull have been addrefled to the matter of the 
greateft part of the world. His table was ferved 
with, the mod frugal fimplicity; and whenever he 
was at liberty to confult his own inclination, the 
company, confided of a few feledt friends , men of 
learning and virtue, amongft whom Ulpian was 
conftantly invited. Their converfation was familiar 
and inftrudtive ; and the paufes were occafionally 
enlivened by the recital of fome pleafmg compo- 
sition , which fupplied the place of the dancers, 
comedians, and even gladiators, fo frequently 
Summoned to the tables of the rich and luxurious 
Romans 70 . The drefs of Alexander was plain and 
modett, his demeanour courteous and affable: at 
the proper hours his palace was open to all his 
fubjedfs , but the voice of a crier was heard , as 
in the Eleufinian myfteries , pronouncing the fame 
Salutary admonition; “ Let none enter thofe holy 
“ walls , unlefs he is confcious of a pure and inno- 
cc cent mind 7 \ ” , 

Such an uniform tenour of life , which left 
not a moment lor vice or folly, is a better proof 
of the, ydfdom and juflice of Alexander’s govern- 
tment j than all the trilling details preferved in the 
compilation of Lampridius. Since the acceflion of 
Commodus , the Roman world had experienced, 
during a term of forty years , the fucccllivc and 
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various vices of four tyrants. From the death of Ela- 
gabalus it enjoyed an aufpicious calm of thirteen 
years. The provinces, relieved from the oppreffive 
taxes invented by Caracalla and his pretended fon, 
flourifhed in peace and profperity under the admi- 
niftration of magiftrates , who were convinced by 
experience, that to deferve the love of the fubjedls 
was their bell and only method of obtaining the 
favour of their fovereign. While fome gentle 
reftraints were impofed on the infolent luxury 
of the Roman people , the price of provifions , 
and the intereft of money, were reduced, by the 
paternal care of Alexander, whofe prudent liberality, 
without diftrefling the induftrious, fupplied the 
wants and amufements of the populace. The 
dignity, the freedom, the authority, of the fenate 
were reftored ; and every virtuous fenator might 
approach the perfon of the emperor, without fear, 
and without a blufli. 

The name of Antoninus, ennobled by the vir- 
tues of Pius and Marcus, had been communicated 
by adoption to the diflolute Verus , and bydefeent 
to the cruel Commodus. It became the honourable 
appellation of the fons of Severus, was bellowed 
on young Diadumenianus, and at length prollituted 
to the infamy of the high pricll of Emefa. Alexander, 
though prelfed by thclludied, and perhaps fincere 
importunity of the fenate, nobly refufed the borrowed 
luflre, of a name; whilft in his whole conduct he 
laboured to reftore the glories and felicity of the 
age of the genuine Antonines 75 . 
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chap. In the civil adminiftration of Alexander, wif- 
VI - dom was enforced by power, and the people, 
tempts to fenfible of the public felicity, repaid their bene- 
reform the fador with their love and gratitude. There ftill 
srmy ' remained a greater, a more neceflary, but a more 

difficult enterprife; the reformatiorl of the military- 
order, whofe intereft and temper, confirmed by 
long impunity, rendered them impatient of the 
reftraints of difcipline, and carelefs of the bleffings of 
public tranquillity. In the execution of his defign the 
emperor affeded to difplay his love, and to conceal 
his fear, of the army. The mod rigid oecono my , 
in every other branch of the adminiftration, fupplied 
a fund of gold and filver for the ordinary pay and the 
' extraordinary rewards of the troops. In their 
marches he relaxed the fevere obligation of car- 
rying feventeen days provifion on their fhoulders. 
Ample magazines were formed along the public 
roads, and as foon as they entered the enemy’s 
country a numerous train of mules and camels 
waited on their haughty lazinefs. As Alexander 
defpaired of correding the luxury of his fokliers, 
he attempted , at leaft , to dired it to objeds of 
martial pomp and ornament, fine horfes, fplendid 
armour, and fhields enriched with filver and gold. 
He fhared whatever fatigues he was obliged to 
impofe , vifited , in perfon, the fick and wounded, 
preferved an exad regifter of their fervices and his 
own gratitude, and exprefled, on every occafion, 
the warmed regard for a body of men ,’ whofe 
welfare, as he affeded to declare , was fo clofely 
conneded with that of the date 7 *. By the mod 
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gentle arts belaboured to infpire the fierce multitude 
with a fenfe of duty , and to reftore at lead a faint 
image of that difcipline to which the Romans 
owed their empire over fo many other nations ,as 
warlike and more powerful than themfelves. But 
his prudence was vain, his courage fatal , and the 
attempt towards a reformation ferved only to 
inflame the ills it was meant to cure. 

The Praetorian guards Were attached to the youth 
of Alexander. They loved him as a tender pupil, 
whom they had faved from a tyrant’s fury, and 
placed on the Imperial throne. That amiable prince 
was fenfible of the obligation ; but as his gratitude 
was reftrained within the limits of reafon and 
juftice, they foon were more diffatisfied with the 
virtues of Alexander, than they had ever been 
with the vices of Elagabalus. Their pracfecl , the 
wife Ulpian, was the friend of the laws and of 
the people ; he was confidered as the enemy of 
the foldiers, and to his pernicious counfels every 
fcheme of reformation was imputed. Some trifling 
accident blew up their difcontent into a furious 
mutiny; and a civil war raged, during three 
days, in Rome, whilfl the life of that excellent 
minifter was defended by the grateful people. 
Terrified, at length, by the fight of fome houfes 
in flames , and by the threats of a general confla- 
gration, the people yielded with a figh , and left 
the virtuous, but unfortunate, Ulpian to his fate. 
He was purfued into the Imperial palace , and 
maflacrcd at the feet of his mailer, who vainly 
flrove to cover him with the purple, and to obtain 
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his pardon from the inexorable foldiers. Such was 
the deplorable weaknefs of government , that the 
emperor was unable to revenge his murdered 
friend and his infulted dignity, without ftooping 
to the arts of patience and diflimulation. Epagathus, 
the principal leader of the mutiny, was removed 
from Rome , by the honourable employment of 
prxfecl of Egypt; from' that high rank he was 
gently degraded to the government of Crete; and 
when , at length , his popularity among the guards 
was effaced by time and abfence, Alexander 
ventured to inflieft the tardy, but deferved 
punifliment of his crimes 7 *,. Under the reign of 
a juft and virtuous prince, the tyranny of the 
army threatened with inftant death his mod 
faithful minifters, who werefufpetfted of an intention 
to corredt their intolerable diforders. The hiftorian 
Dion Caflius had commanded the Pannonian legions 
with the fpirit of ancient difcipline. Their brethren 
of Rome, embracing the common caufe of 
military licence , demanded the head of the 
reformer. Alexander, however, inftead of yielding 
to their feditious clamours, fliewed a juft fenfe 
of his merit and fervices, by appointing him his 
colleague in the confulfhip, and defraying from 
his own treafury the expence of that vain dignity: 
but as it was juftly apprehended, that if the 
foldiers beheld him with the enfigns of his office, 
they would revenge the infult in his blood , the 
nominal firft magiftrate of the ftate retired , by 
the emperor’s advice, from the city, and fpent 
the greateft part of his confulfhip at his villas 
in Campania 71 . 
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The lenity of the emperor confirmed the infolence , 
of the troops; the legions imitated the example of 
the guards , and defended their prerogative of 
licentioufnefs with the fame furious obftinacy.'- The 
adminiftration of Alexander was an unavailing 
ftruggle againft the corruption of his age. In Illy- 
ricum, in Mauritania, in Armenia, in Mefopotamia, 
in Germany, frefh mutinies perpetually broke out; 
his officers were murdered, his authority was in- 
fulted, and his life at la ft facrificed to the fierce 
difcontents of the army 7 *. One particular fad well 
defervcs to be recorded , as it illuftrates the manners 
of the troops , and exhibits a fingular inftance of 
their return to a fenfe of duty and obedience. Whilft 
the emperor lay at Antioch, in his Perfian expedition, 
the particulars of which we Hull hereafter relate, 
the punifhment of fome foldiers , who had been 
difcovered in the baths of women , excited a 
fedition in the legion to which they belonged. 
Alexander afcended his tribunal, and with a modeft 
firmnefs reprefented to the armed multitude , the 
abfolute neceffity as well as his inflexible refolution 
of correding the vices introduced by his impure 
predeceflor , and of maintaining the difcipline , 
which could not be relaxed without the ruin of 
the Roman name and empire. Their clamours 
interrupted his mild expoftulation. “ Referve your 
K fliouts , faid the undaunted emperor, ” till you 
“ take the field againft the Perfians, the Germans 
“ and the Sarmatians. P>e filent in the prefence of 
u your fovereign and benefador , who bcftows 
“ upon you the corn, the clothing, and the money 
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“ of the provinces. Be filent, or I (hall no longer 
M ftylc you foldiers, but citizens 77 , if thofe indeed 
“ who difclaim the laws of Rome deferve to be 
“ ranked among the meaneft of the people. ” His 
menaces inflamed the fury of the legion, and their 
brandilhed arms already threatened his perfon. 

Your courage, ” refumed the intrepid Alexander* 
ct would be more nobly difplayed in the field of 
<c battle; me you may deflroy, you cannot intimidate ; 
tc and the fsvere jullice of the republic would punilh 
“ your crime, and revenge my death. ” The legion 
ftill perfifled in clamorous fedition, when the 
emperor pronounced, with a loud voice, the decifive 
fentence, “ Citizens! lay down your arms, and 
et depart in peace to your refpe&ive habitations. *' 
The tempeft: was inftantly appeafed; the foldiers, 
filled with .grief and fliame, filently confefled the 
juftice of their punifhment and the power of difeipline, 
yielded up their arms and military enfigns, and 
retired in confufion , not to their camp , but to the 
feveral inns of the city. Alexander enjoyed , during 
thirty days, the edifying fpedtacle of their repent- 
ance; nor did he reftore them to their former 
rank in the army, till he had puniflied with death 
thofe tribunes whofc connivance had occafioned 
the mutiny. The grateful legion ferved the emperor, 
whilft living, and revenged him when dead u . 

The refolutions of the multitude generally depend 
on a moment; and the caprice of paflion might 
equally determine the feditious legion to lay down 
their arms at the emperor’s feet , or to plunge them 
into his breaft. Perhaps , if the Angular tranfaction 

had 
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had been inveftigated by the penetration of a phi- c 
lofopher, we fhould difcover the fecret caufes 
which on that occalion authorized the boldnefs of 
the prince, and commanded the obedience of the 
troops ; and perhaps , if it had bceu related by a 
judicious hiftorian, we fiiould find this adion, 
worthy of Csefar himfelf, reduced nearer to the 
level of probability and the common ftandard of 
the character of Alexander Severus. The abilities 
of that amiable prince feem to have been inade- 
quate to the difficulties of his fituation , the 
firmnefs' of his conduct inferior to the purity 
of his intentions. His virtues , as well as the 
vices of Elagabalus , contraded a tindure of 
■weaknefs and effeminacy from the foft climate of 
Syria, of which he was a native; chough he blufhed 
at his foreign origin , and liftened with a vain 
complacency to the flattering genealogilts , who 
derived his race from the ancient flock of Roman 
nobility The pride and avarice of his mother 
caft a lhade on the glories of his reign ; and by 
exading from his riper years the fame dutiful 
obedienpe which fhe had juftly claimed from his 
unexperienced youth, Mamaea expofed to public 
ridicule both her foil’s charader and her own ". 
The fatigues of the Perfian war irritated the military 
difeontent; the unfuccefsful event degraded the 
reputation of the emperor as a general , and even 
as a foldier. Every caufe prepared, and every 
circumftancehaftened, a revolution, which diftraded 
the Roman empire with a long feries of inteftine 
calamities. 
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The difiolute tyranny of Commodus , the civil 
•wars occafioned by his death , and the new maxims 
of policy introduced by the houfe of Severus, had 
all contributed to increafe the dangerous power of 
the army, and to obliterate the faint image of laws 
and liberty that was ftill imprefTed on the minds of 
the Romans. This internal change , which under- 
mined the foundations of the empire , we have 
endeavoured to explain with fome degree of order 
and perfpicuity. The perfonal characters of the 
emperors, their victories , laws, follies , and for- 
tunes, can intereft us no farther than as they are 
connected with the general hiftory of the Decline 
and Fall of the monarchy. Our conftant attention 
to that great objeCt , will not fuffer us to overlook 
a molt important edict of Antoninus Caracalla, 
which communicated to all the free inhabitants of 
the empire the name and privileges of Roman 
citizens. His unbounded liberality flowed not, 
however, from the fentiments of a generous mind ; 
it was the fordid refult of avarice, and will naturally 
be illuftrated by fome obfervations on the finances 
of that ftate, from the victorious ages, of the 
commonwealth to the reign of Alexander Severus. 

The fiege of V^ii in Tufcany, the firft con- 
fiderable enterprifeof the Romans, was protraCted 
to the tenth year, much lefs by the ftrength of 
the place than by the unfkilfulnefs of the befiegers. 
The unaccuftomed hardfhips of fo many winter 
campaigns , at the diftance of near twenty miles 
from home *' , required more than common encou- 
ragements ; and the fenate wifely prevented the 
clamours of the people, by the inftitution of a 
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regular .pay for the foldiers, which was levied by 
a general tribute, affelTed according to an equitable 
proportion on the property of the citizens **. 
During more than two hundred years after the 
conqueft of Veii, the vidories of the republic 
added lefs to the wealth than to the power of 
Rome. The ftates of Italy paid their tribute in 
military fervice only, and the vaft force both by 
fea and land, which was exerted in the Punic 
wars , was maintained at the expence of the Romans 
themfelves. That high - fpirited people (fuch is 
often the generous enthufiafm of freedom) cheerfully 
fubmitted to the moll exceflive but voluntary 
burdens in the juft confidence that they fhould 
fpeedily enjoy the rich harveft of their labours. 
Their expectations were not difappointed. In the 
courfe of a few years, the riches of Syracufe, of 
Carthage, of Macedonia, and of Afia , were 
brought in triumph to Rome. The treafures of 
Perfeus alone amounted to near two millions fterling, 
and the Roman people, the fovereign of fo many 
nations, was for ever delivered from the weight 
of taxes". The increafing revenue of the provinces 
was found fufficient to defray the ordinary eftab- 
lilhment of war and government and the fuperfluous 
mafs of gold and filver was depofited in the temple 
of Saturn , and referved for any unforefeen emer- 
gency of the ftate *\ 

Hiftory has never perhaps fuffered a greater or 
more irreparable injury , than in the lofs of the 
curious regifter bequeathed by Auguftus to the 
fenate, in which that experienced prince fo ac- 
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curately balanced the revenues and expencc? of the 
Roman empire”. Deprived of this clear and 
comprehenfive eftimate, we are reduced to colled 
a few imperfed hints from fuch of the ancients as 
have accidentally turned afide from the fplendid 
to the more ufeful parts of hiftory. We are inform- 
ed that, by the conquefts of Pompey, the tributes 
of Afia were raifed from fifty to one hundred and 
thirty-five millions of drachms ; or about four 
millions and a half fterling”. Under the laft and 
moll indolent of the Ptolemies, the revenue of 
Egypt is faid to have amounted to twelve thoufand 
five hundred talents ; a fum equivalent to more 
than two millions and a half of our money", but 
which was afterwards confiderably improved by 
the more exad ceconomy of the Romans , and the 
increafe of the trade of /Ethiopia and India* 7 . Gaul 
was enriched by rapine , as Egypt was by com- 
merce, and the tributes of thofe two great pro- 
vinces have been compared as nearly equal to each 
other in value * . The ten thoufand Euboic or 
Phoenician talents, about four millions fterling'*, 
which vanquifhed Carthage was condemned to pay 
within the term of fifty years, were a flight 
acknowledgment of the fuperiority of Rome *°, 
and cannot bear the leaft proportion with the taxes 
afterwards raifed both on the landsy and on the 
perfons of the inhabitants , when the fertile coaft 
of Africa was reduced into a province **. 

Spain, by a very fingular fatality, was the Peru 
and Mexico of the old world. The difeovery of 
the rich weftern continent by the Phoenicians , and 
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the oppreflion of the fimple natives , who were 
compelled to labour in their own mines for the 
benefit of ftrangers, form an exadl type of the 
more recent hiftory of Spanilh America *\ The 
Phoenicians were acquainted only with thcfea-coaft 
of Spain; avarice, as well as ambition, carried 
the arms of Rome and Carthage into the heart of 
the country, and almoft every part of the fori 
was found pregnant with copper , filver, and gold. 
Mention is made of a mine near Carthagena which 
yielded every day twenty-five thoufand drachms 
of- filver, or about three hundred thoufand pounds 
a year**. Twenty thoufand pound weight of gold 
was annually received from the provinces of Afluria, 
Gallicia , and Lufitania * 4 . 

We want both leifure and materials to pnrfue 
this curious inquiry through the many potent Rates 
that were annihilated in the Roman empire. Some 
notion, however, may be formed of the revenue 
of the provinces where confiderable wealth had been 
depofited by nature, or collected by man, if we 
obferve the fevere attention that was directed to 
the abodes of folitude and flerility. Augnftus once 
received a petition from the inhabitants of Gvarus, 
humbly praying that they might be relieved from 
one third of their exceffive impofitions. Their whole 
tax amounted indeed to no more than one hundred 
and fifty drachms , or about five pounds : but 
Gyarus was a little ifiand , or rather a rock, of 
the jEgean fea, deftitute of frefh water and every 
neceffary of life , and inhabited only by a few 
wretched filhermen'* 1 . 
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From the faint glimmerings of fuch doubtful 
and fcattered lights , we fhould be inclined to 
believe , 1 ft. That ( with every fair allowance for 
the difference of times and circumftances ) the general 
income of the Roman provinces could feldom 
amount to lefs than fifteen or twenty millions of 
our money **; and , 2 dly , That fo ample a revenue 
mull have been fully adequate to all the expences 
of the moderate government inflituted by Auguflus, 
whofe court was the modeft family of a private 
fenator, and whofe military eftablifhment was 
calculated for the defence of the frontiers , without 
any afpiring views of conquefl, or any ferious 
apprehenfion of a foreign invafion. 

Notwithflanding the feeming probability of both 
thefe conclufions , the latter of them at leafl is 
pofitively difowned by the language and conduct 
of Auguflus. It is not eafy to determine whether, 
on this occafion , he aded as the common father 
of the Roman world , or as the oppreffor of liberty ; 
whether he wifhed to relieve the provinces, or to 
impoverifh the fenate and the equeflrian order. 
But no fooner had he affumed the reins of go- 
vernment , than he frequently intimated the insuf- 
ficiency of the tributes , and the neceflity of throwing 
an equitable proportion of the public burden upon 
Rome and Italy. In the profecution of this unpo- 
pular defign , he advanced, however, by cautious 
and well-weighed fleps. The introdudion of 
cufloms was followed by the eflablifhment of an 
excife , and the fcheme of taxation was completed 
by an artful aflelTment on the real and pcrfonal 
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property of the Roman citizens, who had been 
exempted from any kind of contribution above a 
century and a half. 

I. In a great empire like that of Rome, a natural 
balance of money mull have gradually edabliflhed 
itfelf. It has been already obferved that as the 
wealth of the provinces was attraded to the capital 
by the ftrong hand of conqued and power; fo a 
confiderable part of it was redored to the indudrious 
provinces by the gentle influence of commerce and 
arts. In the reign of Augudus and his l'uccefiors, 
duties were itnpofed on every kind of merchandife, 
which through a thoufand channels flowed to the 
great centre of opulence and luxury; and in what- 
foever manner the law was exprefled , it was the 
Roman purchafer , and not the provincial merchant, 
who paid the tax The rate of the cuftoms varied 
from the eighth to the fortieth part of the value 
of the commodity; and we have a right to fuppofe 
that the variation was direded by the unalterable 
maxims of policy: that a higher duty was fixed 
on the articles of luxury than on thofe of neceflity, 
and that the produdions raifed or manufadured by 
the labour of the fubjeds of the empire , were 
treated with more indulgence than was (hewn to 
the pernicious, or at lead the unpopular, commerce 
of Arabia and India’*. There is dill extant a long 
but impeded catalogue of eadern commodities, 
which about the time of Alexander Severus were 
fubjed to the payment of duties ; cinnamon , myrrh, 
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics, 
a great variety of precious flones , among which? 
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the diamond was the mod remarkable for its price, 
and the emerald for its beauty ,f : Parthian and 
Babylonian leather , cottons, filks , both raw and 
manufactured , ebony , ivory , and eunuchs 
We may obferve that the ufe and value of thofe 
effeminate flaves gradually rofe with the decline 
of the empire. 

IL. The excife , introduced by Auguftus after 
the civil wars » was extremely moderate , but it 
was general. It fcldom exceeded one per cent. t 
but it comprehended whatever was fold in the 
markets or by public auCIion, from the molt con* 
fiderable purchafes of lands and houfes , to thofe 
minute objeCts which can only derive a value from 
their infinite multitude and daily eonfumption. 
Such a tax , as it afieCts the body of the people , 
has ever been the occafion of clamour and difcontent. 
An emperor well acquainted with the wants and 
refources of the ftate , was obliged to declare by 
a public edidt, that the fupport of the army de- 
pended in a great meafure on the produce of the 

• r lot 

cxciie 

III. When Auguftus refolved to eftablifh a 
permanent military force for the defence of his 
government againft foreign and domeftic enemies , 
he inftituted a peculiar treafury for the pay of 
the foldiers , the rewards of the veterans , and the 
extraordinary expences of war. The ample revenue 
of the excife, though peculiarly appropriated to 
thofe ufes, was found inadequate. To fupply the 
deficiency , the emperor fuggefted a new tax of 
five per cent, “on all legacies and inheritances. But 


/ 


Digitized by Gaogits-J 



OF THE RO MAN EMPIRE. 217 


the nobles of Rome were more tenacious of 
property than of freedom. Their indignant murmurs 
•were received by Auguftus with his ufual temper. 
He candidly referred the whole bufinefs to the 
fenate, and exhorted them to provide for the 
public fervice by fome other expedient of a lefs 
odious nature. T hey were divided and perplexed. 
He infinuated to them, that their obftinacy 
would oblige him to propofc a general land-tax 
and capitation. They acquiefced in filence ,0 \ The 
new impofition on legacies and inheritances was 
however mitigated by fome reftriCtions. It did not 
take place unlefs the objeCt was of a certain 
value, moft probably of fifty or an hundred 
pieces of gold 1 ° l ; nor could it be exaCted front 
.the neareft of kin on the father’s fide ,0 \ When 
the rights of nature and property were thus fecured, 
it feemed reafonable, that a ftranger, or a diftant 
relation, who acquired an unexpected acceflion 
of fortune , fhould cheerfully refign a twentieth 
part of it, for the benefit of the ftate IO ‘. 

Such a tax, plentiful asiit mud prove in every 
wealthy community, was moft happily fuited to 
the fituation of the Romans, who could frame 
their arbitrary wills , according to the dictates of 
reafon or caprice, without any reftraint from the 
modern fetters of entails and fettlements. From 
various caufes the partiality of paternal affeCtion 
often loft its influence over the ftern patriots of 
the \ commonwealth , and the diflolute nobles of 
the empire and if the father bequeathed to his 
fon the fourth part of his eftate , he removed ail 
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c H A p. ground of legal complaint But a rich childlefs 
Vi. old man was a domeftic tyrant , and his power 
jncreafed with his years and infirmities. A fervile 
crowd, in which he frequently reckoned praetors 
and confuls, courted his fmiles, pampered his 
avarice, applauded his follies, ferved his paflions, 
and waited with impatience for his death. The 
arts of attendance and flattery were formed into 
a moft lucrative fcience , thofe who profeffed it 
acquired a peculiar appellation; and the whole 
city, according to the lively defcriptions of fatire, 
.was divided between two parties, the hunters 
and their game ,#r . Yet, while fo many unjuft 
and extravagant wills were every day didated by 
cunning, and fubfcribed by folly, a few were the 
refult of rational efteem and virtupus gratitude. 
Cicero , who had fo often defended the lives 
and fortunes of his fellow-citizens, was rewarded 
with legacies to the amount of an hundred and 
feventy thoufand pounds '**; nor do the friends of 
the younger Pliny feem to have been lefs generous 
. to that amiable orator ,4 '. Whatever was the 

motive of the teftator, the treafury claimed, 
without diftindion , the twentieth part of his 
eftate ; and in the courfe of two or three generations, 
the whole property of the fubjed muft have 
gradually pafled through the coffers of the (late. 
ReRuiati. 1° the firft and golden years ‘of the reign of 
ons of the Nero, that prince , from a defire of popularity, 
emperors. anc j perhaps from a blind impulfe of benevolence, 
conceived a wifh of abolifhing the oppreffion of 
the cuftom and excife. The wifeft fenators ap- 
plauded his magnanimity ; but they divetted him 
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from the execution of a defign , which would 
have dilfolved the ftrength and rcfources of the 
republic 1 '*. Had it indeed been poffible to realize 
this dream of fancy, fuch princes as Trajan and 
the Antonines would furely have embraced with 
ardour the glorious opportunity of confering fo fignal 
an obligation on mankind. Satisfied , however , with 
alleviating the public burden , they attempted 
not to remove it. The mildnefs and precifion of 
their Jaws afcertained the rule and meafure of tax- 
ation, and protected the fubjedt of every rank 
againft arbitrary interpretations, antiquated claims, 
and the infolent vexation of the farmers of the 
revenue For it is fomewhat fingular, that, in 
every age, the beft and wifeft of the Roman 
governors perfevered in this pernicious method of 
collecting the principal branches at leaft of the 
excife and cuftoms" 1 . 

The fentiments, and, indeed, the fituation of 
Caracalla, were very different from thofe of the 
Antonines. Inattentive , or rather averfe to the 
welfare of his people, he found himfelf under the 
neceflity of gratifying the infatiate avarice, which 
he had excited in the army. Of the feveral im- 
pofitions introduced by Auguftus , the twentieth 
on inheritances and legacies was the moft fruit- 
ful, as well as the moft comprehenfive. As its 
influence was not confined to Rome or Italy , the 
produce continually increafed with the gradual 
extenfion of the Roman City. The new ci* 
tizens , though charged, on equal terms" 1 , with 
the payment of new taxes , which had npt affedl- 
ed them as fubjeds , derived an ample compenfa- 
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chap, tion from the rank they obtained , the privileges 
VI. they acquired , and the fair profpeCt of honours 
and fortune that was thrown open to their ambi- 
The free- tion. But the favour, which implied a diftindtion, 
tiom of the was th e prodigality of Caracalla , and the 

tn'Iii the" reludlant provincials were compelled to afTume 
provind- the vain title, and the real obligations, of Roman 
pnrpofe of* citizens. Nor was the rapacious fon of Severus 
taxation, contented with fuch a meafure of taxation , as had 
appeared fufficient to his moderate predeceflors. 
Inftead of a twentieth, he exa&ed a tenth of all 
legacies and inheritances ; and during his reign ( for 
the ancient proportion was reftored after his death ) 
he crufhed alike every part of the empire under the 
weight of his iron feeptre*'*. 

Tempora- j When all the provincials became liable to the 
ryreduc- peculiar impofitions of Roman citizens , they 

non of the * * . . • r 1 

tribute. leemed to acquire a legal exemption from the 
tributes which they had paid in their former 
condition of fubjedts. Such were not the maxims 
of government adopted by Caracalla and bis pre- 
tended fon. The old as well as the new taxes 
, were, at the fame time, levied in the provinces. 

It was referved for the virtue of Alexander to 
relieve them in a great meafure from this into- 
lerable grievance, by reducing the tributes to a 
thirtieth part of the fum exacted at the time of 
his acceflion IM . It is impoffible to conjecture 
the motive that engaged him to fpare fo trifling a 
remnant of the public evil; but the noxious weed, 
which had not been totally eradicated , again 
fprang up with the moft luxuriant growth , and 
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in the fucceeding age darkened the Roman world 
with its deadly fhade. In the courfe of this hif- 
tory , we fball be too often fummoned to explain 
the land-tax , the capitation , and the heavy con- 
tributions of corn, wine, oil, and meat, which 
were exaded from the provinces for the ufe of 
the court, the army, and the capital. 

As long as Rome and Italy were refpeded as 
the centre of government, a national fpirit was 
preferved by the ancient, and infenfibly imbibed 
by the adopted, citizens. The principal commands 
of the army were filled by men who had received 
a liberal education, were well intruded in the 
advantages of Jaws and letters , and who had rifen t 
by equal fteps , through the regular fucceflion of 
civil and military honours To their influence 
and example we may partly aferibe the modeffc 
obedience of the legions during the two firft 
centuries of the Imperial hiftory. 

But when the laft enclofure of the Roman 
constitution was trampled down by Caracalla , the 
reparation ofprofeflions gradually fucceeded to the 
diflindion of ranks. The more polifhed citizens 
of the internal provinces were alone qualified to 
ad as lawyers and magiftrates. The rougher trade 
of arms was abandoned to the peafants and 
barbarians of the frontiers , who knew no country 
but their camp, no fcience but that, of waf, 
no civil laws , and fcarcely thofe of military 
difeipline. With bloody hands, favage manners, 
and defperate refolutions , they fometimes guarded, 
but much oftener fubverted, the throne of the 
emperors. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Elevation and. Tyranny of Maximin. — Rebellion 
in Africa and Italy , tinder the Authority of the 
Senate. — Civil Wars and Seditions. — Violent Deaths 
of Maximin and his Son , of Maximus and Balbinus , 
and of the three Gordians. — Ufurpation and fecular 
Games of Philip. 

OF the various forms of government, which 
have prevailed in the worjd, an hereditary 
monarchy feems to prefent the faired fcopc for 
ridicule. Is it poffible to relate, without an in- 
dignant fmile , that, on the father’s deceafe, the 
property of a nation , like that of a drove of oxen, 
defcends to his infant foil , as yet unknown to 
mankind and to himfelf; and that the braved 
warriors and the wifed llatefmen, relinquilhing 
their natural right to empire, approach the royal 
cradle with bended knees and protedadons of in- 
violable fidelity ? Satire and declamation may 
paint thefe obvious topics in the molt dazzling 
colours, but our more ferious thoughts will re- 
fpedt an ufeful prejudice, that eftablilhes an rule of 
fuccelfion , independent of the paflions of man- 
kind; apd we lliall cheerfully acquiefce in any 
expedient which deprives the multitude of the 
dangerous , and indeed the ideal, power of giving 
themfelves a mailer. 

In the cool fliade of retirement, we may eafily 
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devife imaginary forms of government, in which chap. 
the fceptre fhall be conftantly beftowed on the vn. 
moft worthy, by the free and incorrupt fuffrage ofheredu 
of the whole community. Experience overturns ceffioi* 1 . 0 * 
thefe airy fabrics, and teaches us , that, in a large 
fociety , the eledlion of a monarch can never de- 
volve to the wifeft, or to the moll numerous, part 
of the people. The army is the only order of 
men fuHiciently united to concur in the fame fen- 
timents , and powerful enough to impofe them 
on the reft of their fellow-citizens: but the tem- 
per of foldiers, habituated at once to violence and 
to flavery , renders them very unfit guardians of 
a legal, or even a civil conftitution. Juftice, 
humanity, or political wifdom, are qualities they 
are too little acquainted with in themfelves , to 
appreciate them in others. Valour will acquire 
their efteem , and liberality will purchafe their 
fuffrage; but the firft of thefe merits is often lodged 
in the mod favagc breafts; the latter can only 
exert itfelf at the expence of the public; and both 
may be turned againft the poffeflor of the throne, 
by the ambition of a daring rival. 

The fuperior prerogative of birth , when it has want of it 
obtained the fandion of time and popular opinion, in ,lie Ro * 
is the plaineft, and leaft invidious, of all diftindtions p^. 
among mankind. The acknowledged right extin- d " ctive of 
guilhes the hopes of fadlion , and the confcious caiamu^l!* 
fecurity difarms the cruelty of the monarch. To 
the firm eftablifhment of this idea, we owe the; 
peaceful fucceftion , and mild adminiflration , of 
European monarchies. To the defedt of it, we 
mud attribute the frequent civil wars, through 
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chap, which an Afiatic Defpot is obliged to cut his way 
vii. to the throne of his fathers. Yet, even in theEad, 
the fphere of contention is ufually limited to the 
princes of the reigning houfe , and as foon as the 
more fortunate competitor has removed his brethren, 
by the fword and the bow-ftring , he no longer 
entertains any jealoufy of his meaner fub)e<ds. But 
the Roman empire, after the authority of the 
fenate had funk into contempt , was a vafl feene 
of confufion. The royal, and even noble, families 
of the provinces, had long fince been led in 
' triumph before the car of the haughty republicans. 
The ancient families of Rome had fucceffively 
fallen beneath the tyranny of the Cadars; and 
whillt thofe princes were (hackled by the forms 
of a commonwealth, and difappointed by the repeat- 
ed failure of their poflerity ’, it was impoffible 
that any idea of hereditary fucceffion fhould have 
taken root in the minds of their fubje&s. The 
right to the throne , which none could claim from 
birth , every one adumed from merit. The daring 
hopes of ambition were fet loofe from the falutary 
reftraints of law and prejudice; and the meaned 
of mankind might , without folly , entertain a hope 
of being railed by valour and fortune to a rank 
in the army, in which a fingle crime would enable 
him to wredthe feeptre of the world from his feeble 
and unpopular mader. After the murder of Alexander 
Severus, and the elevation of Maximin , no em- 
peror could think himlelf faf& upon the throne, 
and every barbarian peafant of the frontier might 
afpire to that augud, but dangerous dation. 

About 
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About thirty-two years before that event , the 
emperor Severus, returning from an eaftern ex- 
pedition, halted in Thrace, to celebrate, with 
military games , the birth-day of his younger fon , 
Geta. The country flocked in crowds to behold 
their fovereign , and a young barbarian of gigantic 
ftature earneftly folicited , in his rude dialect , 
that he might be allowed to contend for the prize 
of wreflling. As die pride of difcipline would have 
been difgraced in the overthrow of a Roman foldier 
by a Thracian peafant , he was matched with 
the ftouteft followers of the camp , fixteen of whom 
he fucceffively laid on the ground. His vidtory 
was rewarded by fome trifling gifts , and a per- 
miflion to inlift: in the troops. The next day, the 
happy barbarian was diftinguiflied above a crowd 
of recruits, dancing and exulting after the fafliion 
of his country. As foon as he perceived that he 
had attracted the emperor’s notice, he inftantly 
ran up to his horfe , and followed him on foot, 
without the leaft appearance of fatigue , in a long 
and rapid career, “Thracian, ” faid Severus, with 
aftonifliment , “ art thou difpofed to wreftle after 
“ thy race? ” Moft willingly, Sir, replied the 
unwearied youth , and , almoft in a breath , over- 
threw feven of the ftrongeft foldiers in the army. 
A gold collar was the prize of his matchlefs vi- 
gour and adtivity, apd he was immediately appoint- 
ed to ferve in the horfe-guards who always attended 
om the perfon of the fovereign \ 

Maximin, for that was his name, though botrt 
on the territories of the empire , defcended from it 
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mixed race of barbarians. His father was a Goth, and 
his mother, of the nation of the Alani. He difplayed, 
on every occafion, a valour equal to his Rreugth ; and 
his native fiercenefs was foon tempered or difguifed 
by the knowledge of the world. Under the reign 
of Severus and his foil, he obtained the rank of 
centurion, with the favour and efleem of both thofe 
princes, the former of whom was an excellent 
judge of merit. Gratitude forbade Maximin to ferve 
under the alfaUm of Caracalla. Honour taught him 
to decline the effeminate infults of Elagabalus. 
On the acceflion of Alexander he returned to 
court , and was placed by that prince in a Ration 
ufeful to the fervice , and honourable to himfelf. 
The fourth legion, to which he was appointed 
tribune, foon became, under his care, the bell 
difciplined of the whole army. With the general 
applaufe of die foldiers, who bellowed on their 
favourite hero the names of Ajax and Hercules , 
he was fuccelTively promoted to the firR military 
command ’;and had not he Rill retained too much 
of his favage origin , the emperor might perhaps 
have given his own fiRer in marriage to the fon 
of Maximin *. 

InRead of fecuring his fidelity, thefe favours 
ferved only to inflame the ambition of the Thra- 
cian peafant, who deemed his fortune inadequate 
to his merit, as long as he ‘was conRrained to 
acknowledge a fuperior. Though a Rranger to 
real wifdom , he was not devoid of a felfilh cun- 
ning, which fliewed him, that the emperor had 
loR the affedlion of die army, and taught him to 
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improve their difcontent to his own advantage. 
It is eafy for fa&ion and calumny to fhed their 
poifon on the adminiftration of the belt of princes, 
and to accufe even^their virtues, by artfully con- 
founding them with thofe vices to which they 
bear the neareft affinity. The troops liftened with 
pleafure to the emilTaries of Maximin. They blufbed 
at their own ignominious patience, which , during 
thirteen years , had fupported the vexatious difci- 
pline impofed by an effeminate Syrian, the timid 
flave of his mother and of the fenate. It was time, 
they cried , to calf away that ufelefs phantom of 
the civil power, and to eled for their prince and 
general a real foldier , educated in camps , exercifed 
in war, who would affert the glory, and dillribute 
among his companions the treafures of the empire. 
A great army was at that time aflembled on the 
banks of the Rhine , under the command of the 
emperor himfelf, who , almoft immediately after 
his return from the Perfian war, had been obliged 
to march againfl the barbarians of Germany. The 
important care of training and reviewing the new 
levies was intrufled to Maximin. One day-, as 
he entered the field of exercife, the troops, either 
from a fudden impulfe or a formed confpiracy , 
faluted him emperor, filenced by their loud accla- 
mations his obffinate refufal, and haftened to 
confummate their rebellion by the murder of 
Alexander Severus. 

The circumftances of his death are varioufiy 
related. The writers, who fuppofe that he died 
in ignorance of the ingratitude and ambition of 
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chap. Maximin, affirm, that, after taking a frugal re- 
vu. paft in the fight of the army, he retired to fleep, 
and that, about the feventh hour of the day, a 
part of his own guards broke into the Imperial 
tent, and, with many wounas, affaffinated their 
vittuous and unfufpedting prince \ If we Credit 
another, and indeed a more probable account, 
IVlaximin was invefted 'with the purple by a nu- 
merous detachment, at the diftance of feveral 
miles from the head-quarters; and he trufted for 
fuccefs rather to the fecret willies than to the public 
declarations of the great army. Alexander had 
fufficient time to awaken a faint fenfc of loyalty 
among his troops; but their reluctant profellions 
of fidelity quickly vaniffied on the appearance of 
Maximin , who declared liimfelf the friend and 
advocate of the military order, and was unanimoufiy 
acknowledged emperor of the Romans by the 
applauding legions. The fon of Mamsea , betrayed 
and defected, withdrew into his tent, defirous at 
leaft to conceal his approaching fate from the infults 
of the multitude. He was felon followed by a 
tribune and fome centurions , the minilters of death ; 
but, inftead of receiving with manly refolution 
the inevitable ftroke, his unavailing cries and 
entreaties difgraced the laft moments of his life, 
and converted into contempt fome portion hf the 
jull pity which his innocence and misfortunes mull 
infpire. His mother IVlamsea, whofe pride and 
avarice he loudly accufed as the caufe of his ruin, 
peiiflied with her fon. The moll faithful of his 
friends were facrificed to thefirft fury of the foldiers. 
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Others were referved for the more deliberate 1 
cruelty of the ufurper; and thofe who experienced 
the mildeft treatment, were ftripped of their em- 
ployments, and ignominioufly driven from the 
court and army*. 

The former tyrants, Caligula, and Nero, Corn- 
modus and Caracalla, were all difiblute and un- 
experienced youths', educated in the purple, and 
corrupted by the pride of empire, the luxury of 
Rome , and the perfidious voice of flattery. The 
cruelty of Maximin was derived from a different 
fource, the fear of contempt. Though he depended 
on the attachment of the foldiers, who loved him 
for virtues like their own, he was confcious that 
li is mean and barbarian origin, his favage appearance, 
and his total ignorance of the arts and inftitutions 
of civil life*, formed a very unfavourable contract 
with the amiable manners of the unhappy Alexander. 
He remembered, that in his humbler fortune, 
he had often waited before the door of the haughty 
nobles of Rome, and had been denied admittance 
by the infolence of their flaves. He recolledted too 
the friendlhip of a few who had relieved his 
poverty, and aflifted his rifing hopes. But thofe 
who had fpurned, and thofe who had protected 
the Thracian, were guilty of the fame crime, the 
knowledge of his original obfeurity. For this'erime 
many were put to death; and by the execution of 
feveral of his benefadtors, Maximin publilhed, in 
characters of blood , the indelible hiftory of his 
bafenefs and ingratitude \ 

Thq dark and fanguinary foul of the tyrant* 
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chap, was open to every fufpicion againd thofe among 
VII, liis fubje&s who were the mod: didinguifhed by 
their birth or merit. Whenever he was alarmed 
with the found of treafon , his cruelty was un- 
bounded and unrelenting. A confpiracy againd his 
life was either difcovered or imagined, and Magnus , 
a confular fcnator , was named as the principal au- 
thor of it. Without a witnefs, without a trial, 
and without an opportunity of defence, Magnus, 
with four thoufand of his fuppofed accomplices^* • 
were put to death. Italy and the whole empire 
were infeded with innumerable fpiesand informers. 

On the flighted accufation , the fird of the Roman 
nobles, who had governed provinces , commanded 
armies, and been adorned with the confular and 
triumphal ornaments , were chained on the public 
carriages , and hurried away to the emperor’s 
prefence. Confifcation , exile, or fimple death, 
were effeemed uncommon in fiances of his lenity, 
home of the unfortunate fufferers he ordered to 
be fewed up in the hides of flaughtered animals, 
others to-be expofed to wild beads, others again 
to be beaten to death with clubs. During the three 
years of his reign, h e difdained to vifit either 
Rome or Italy. His camp, occafionally , removed 
from the banks of the Rhine to thofe of the 
Danube, was the feat of his dern defpotifm, which 
trampled on every principle of law and judice, 
and was fupported by the avowed power of the 
fword 1 *. No man of noble birth, elegant accom- 
plifhmcnts , or knowledge of civil bufinefs, was 
fuffered near his perfon ; and the court of a Roman 
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emperor revived the idea of thofe ancient chiefs 
pf flaves and gladiators, whofe favage power had 
left a deep impreftion of terror and deteftation 
As long as the cruelty of Maximin was confined 
to the illuftrious fenators , or even to the bold ad- 
venturers, who in the court or army expofe them- 
felves to the caprice of fortune , the body of the 
people viewed their, fufferings with indifference, or 
perhaps with pleafure. But the tyrant’s avarice, ftimu- 
lated by the infatiate defires of the foldiers , at length 
attacked the public property. Every city of the 
empire was pofTeffed of an independent revenue, 
deftined to purchafe corn for the multitude, and 
to fupply the expences of the games and entertain- 
ments. By a fingle ad of authority, the whole 
mafs of wealth was at once confifcated for the 
ufe of the Imperial treafury. The temples were 
ffrippedof their mod valuable offerings of gold and 
filver, and the ftatues of gods, heroes, and em- 
perors were melted down and coined into money. 
Thefe impious orders could not be executed with- 
out tumults and maffacres , as in many places the 
people chofc rather to die in the defence of their 
altars, than to behold in the midft of peace, their 
cities expofed to the rapine and cruelty of war. 
The foldiers themfelves , among whom this 
facrilegious plunder was diftributed , received it 
with a blufh ; and, hardened as they were in ads 
of violence , they dreaded the juft reproaches of 
their friends and relations. Throughout the Roman 
world a general cry of indignation was heard , 
imploring vengeance on the common enemy of 
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human kind, and at length, by ;an aft of private 
oppreffion , a peaceful and unarmed province was 
driven into rebellion againft him 

The procurator of Africa was a fervant worthy 
of fuch a maftcr, who confidered the fines and 
confirmations of the rich as one of the moil 
fruitful branches of the Imperial revenue. An 
iniquitous fentence had been pronounced againft 
fome opulent youths of that country , the executibn 
of which would have ftripped them, of far the 
greater part of their patrimony. In this extremity, 
a refolution that muft either complete or prevent 
their ruin, was dictated by defpair. A refpite of 
three days , obtained with difficulty from the 
rapacious treafurer , was employed in collecting 
from their eftates a great number of Oaves and 
peafants , blindly devoted to the commands of 
their lords, and armed with the ruftic weapons of 
clubs and axes. The leaders of the confpiracy, 
as they were admitted to the audience of the 
procurator , ftabbed him with the dagger’s concealed 
under their garments, and, by the affiftance of 
their tumultuary train, feized on the little town 
of Thyfdrus ,J ,>and ereCted the ftandard of rebellion 
againft the fovereign of the Roman empire. They 
refted their hopes on the hatred of mankind againft 
Maximin, and they judicioufly refolved to oppofe 
to that detefted tyrant, an emperor whofe mild 
virtues had already acquired the love and efteem 
of the Romans, and whofe authority over the 
province would give weight and liability to the 
enterprife. Gordianus , their proconful , and the 
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objeCl of their choice, refilled, with unfeigned c 11 A P. 
reluctance, the dangerous honour, and begged Vii. 
with tears that they would fuflfer him to terminate 
in peace a long and innocent life , without ftaining 
his feeble age with civil blood. Their menaces 
compelled him to accept the Imperial purple, 
his only refuge indeed againd the jealous cruelty 
of Maximin ; fince, according to the reafoning of 
tyrants , thofe who have been efteemcd worthy of 
the throne deferve death , and thofe who deliberate 
have already rebelled 14 

The family of Gordianus waj one of the mod Character^ 
illuftrious of the Roman fenate. On the father’s fide, tion „f,he 
he was defcended from the Gracchi ; on his * w0 Gor * 
mother’s , from the emperor Trajan. A great e (late ia " ' 
enabled him to fupport the dignity of his birth, 
and, in the enjoyment of it, he difplayed an 
elegant tade , and beneficent difpofition. The palace 
in Rome, formerly inhabited by the great Pompey, 
had been , during feveral generations, in poffeflion 
of Gordian’s family ". It was didinguifhed by 
ancient trophies of naval victories, and decorated 
with the works of modern painting. His villa on 
the road to Pncnede , was celebrated for baths 
of fingular beauty and extent, for three (lately 
rooms of an hundred feet in length, and for a 
magnificent portico , fupported by two hundred 
columns of the four mod curious and codly forts 
of marble'*. The public (hows exhibited at his 
expence, and in which the people were entertained 
with many hundreds of wild beads and gladiators 17 1 
feem to furpafs the fortune of a fubjeCl; and whilft 
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H a p. the liberality of other magiftrates was confined to 
vu. a few folemn feftivals in Rome, the magnificence 
of Gordian was repeated , when he was aedile , 
every month in the year, and extended, during 
his confulfliip, to the principal cities of Italy. 
He was twice elevated to the laft mentioned dignity, 
by Caracalla and by Alexander; for he poffeired 
the uncommon talent of acquiring the efteem of 
virtuous princes, without alarming the jealoufy 
of tyrants. His long life was innocently fpent in 
the ftudy of letters and the peaceful honours of 
Rome; and , till he was named proconful of Africa 
by the voice of the fenate and the approbation of 
Alexander 1 ', he appears prudently to have declined 
the command of armies and the government of 
provinces. As long as that emperor lived, Africa 
was happy under the adminiflration of his worthy 
reprefentative ; after the barbarous Maximin had 
ufurped the throne, Gordianus alleviated the 
miferies which he was unable to prevent. When 
he reludlantly accepted the purple , he was above 
fourfeore years old; a lad and valuable remains 
of the happy age of the Antonines , whofe virtues 
he revived in his own condudl , and celebrated 
in an elegant poem of thirty books. With the ve- 
nerable proconful, his fon, who had accompanied 
him into Africa as his lieutenant, was likewife 
declared emperor. His manners were lefs pure , 
but his character was equally amiable with that of 
his father. Twenty-two acknowledged concubines, 
and a library of fixty-two thoufand volumes, attefled 
the variety of his inclinations; and from the 
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productions which he left behind him, it appears 
that the former as well as the latter were defigned 
for ufe rather than for oftentation *\ The Roman 
people acknowledged in the features of the younger 
Gordian the refemblance of Scipio Africanus , 
recolleded with pleafure that his mother was the 
grand-daughter of Antoninus Pius , and refted the 
public hope on thofe latent virtues which had 
hitherto, as they 'fondly imagined, lain concealed 
in the luxurious indolence of a private life. 

As foon as the Gordians had appealed the firft 
tumult of a popular election , they removed their 
court to Carthage. They were received with the 
acclamations of the Africans, who honoured their 
virtues , and who , fince the vifit of Hadrian, 
bad never beheld the majefty of a Roman em- 
peror. But thefe vain acclamations neither ftrength- 
ened nor confirmed the title/ of the Gordians. 
They were induced by principle, as well as inter- 
elt, to folicifthe approbation of the fenate; and 
a deputation of the nobleft provincials was fent, 
without delay, to Rome, to relate and juftify the 
conduCl of' their countrymen, who having long 
fuflered with patience , were at length refolved to 
aCt with vigour. The letters of the new princes 
were modeft and refpeClful , cxcufing the neceffity 
which had obliged them to accept the Imperial 
title ; but fubmitting their election and their fate 
to the fupreme judgment of the fenate 

The inclinations of the fenate were neither, 
doubtful nor divided. The birth and noble alliances 
of the Gordians had intimately ^ connected them 
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chap, with the moft illuftrious houfes of Rome. Their 
vil. fortune had created many dependants in that aftem- 
bly , their merit had acquired many friends. Their 
mild adminiflration opened the flattering profped 
of the reftoration , not only of the civil but even 
of the republican government. The terror of mili- 
tary violence, which had firft obliged the fenate 
to forget the murder of Alexander, and to ratify 
the election of a barbarian peafant ”, now produced 
a contrary effedt, and provoked them to aflert the 
injured rights of freedom and humanity. The hatred 
of Maximin towards the fenate was declared and 
implacable; the tameft fubmiflion had not appeafed 
bis fury, the moll cautious innocence would not 
remove his fufpicions ; and even the care of their 
own fafety urged them to fhare the fortune of an 
enterprife, of which (if unfuccefsful ) they were 
fure to be the firft vidlims. Thefe confiderations, 
and perhaps others of a more private nature , were 
debated in a previous conference of the con fuls 
and the magiftrates. As foon as their refolution 
was decided, they convoked in the temple of Caf- 
tor the whole body of the fenate , according to 
an ancient form of fecrecy 11 , calculated to awaken 
their attention , and to conceal their decrees. 
“ Confcript fathers, ” faid the conful Syllanus, 
tc the two Gordians, both of confular dignity, 
u the one your proconful, the other your lieute- 
“ nant, have been declared emperors by the gene- 
“ ral confent of Africa. Let us return thanks, ” 
be boldly continued, K to the youth of Thyfdrus; 
“let us return thanks to the faithful people of Car- 
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“ thage, our generous deliverers from an horrid, 
“ monfter. — Why do you hear me thus coolly , 
K thus timidly? Why do you caft thofe anxious 
“ looks 011 each other ? why hefitate ? I\Iaximin 
“ is a public enemy! may his enmity foon expire 
“ with him, and may we long enjoy the prudence 
“ and felicity of Gordian the father , the valour 
“ and conflancy of Gordian the fon **! ” The 
noble ardour of the conful revived the languid 
fpirit of the fenate. By an unanimous decree the 
eletffion of the Gordians was ratified , Maximin , 
his fon , and his adherents , were pronounced ene- 
mies of their country , and liberal rewards were 
offered to whofoever had the courage and good 
fortune to deftroy them. 

During the emperor’s abfence , a detachment of 
the Praetorian guards remained at Rome, to pro- 
tect, or rather to command the capital. The 
Praefed Vitalianus had fignalized his fidelity to 
Maximin , by the alacrity with which he had 
obeyed and even prevented , the cruel mandates 
of the tyrant. His death alone could refeue the 
authority of the fenate and the lives of the feuator- , 
from a ftate of danger and fufpence. Before their 
refolves had tranfpired , a qutettor and fome tribunes 
were commiflioned to take his devoted life. They 
executed the order with equal boldnefs and fuccefc; 
and , with dieir bloody daggers in their hands, ran 
through the ftreets, proclaiming to the people and 
the foldiers, the news of the happy revolution. 
The enthufiafm of liberty was feconded by the 
proraife of a large donative , in lands and money ; 
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the ftatues of Maximin were thrown down ; the 
capital of the empire acknowledged, with tranfport, 
the authority of the two Gordians and the fenate * 4 ; 
and the example of Rome was followed by the 
reft of Italy. 

A new fpirit had arifen in that aflembly, whofe 
long patience had been infulted by wanton def- 
potifm and military licence. The fenate aflumed 
the veins of government, and with a calm intre- 
pidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the caufe 
of freedom. Among the confular fenators recom- 
mended by their merit and l'ervices to the favour 
of the emperor. Alexander, it was eafy to feled 
twenty, not unequal to the command of an army, 
and the conduct of a war. To thefe was the de- 
fence of Italy intrufted. Each was appointed to ad 
in his refpedive department, authorized to enrol 
and difcipline the Italian youth ; and inftrutfted to 
fortify the ports and highways , againft the im- 
pending invafion of Maximin. A number of de- 
puties , chofen from the moft illuftrious of the 
fenatorian and equeftrian orders, were difpatched 
at the fame time to the governors of the feveral 
provinces, earneftly conjuring them to fly to the 
afliftance of their country, and to remind the 
nations of their ancient ties of friendfliip with the 
Roman fenate and people. The general refpecf 
with which thefe dcpifties were received , and 
the zeal of Italy and the provinces in favour of 
the fenate , fufficiently prove that the fubjeds of 
Maximin were reduced to that uncommon diftreb, 
in which the body of the people has more to fear 
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from oppreflion than from refiftance. The con- 
fcioufnefs of that melancholy truth , infpires a 
degree of perfevering fury, feldom to be found 
in thofe civil wars which are artificially fupported 
for the benefit of a few factious and defigning 
leaders 

But while the caufe of the Gordians was em- 
braced with fuch diffufive ardour, the Gordians 
themfelves were no more. The feeble court of 
Carthage was alarmed with the rapid approach of 
Capelianus, governor of Mauritania, who, with a 
fmall band of veterans , and a fierce hoft of bar- 
barians, attacked a faithful, but unwarlike pro- 
vince. The younger Gordian fallied out to meet 
the enemy at the head of a few guards , and a 
numerous undifciplined multitude , educated in 
the peaceful luxury of Carthage. His ufelefs 
valour ferved only to procure him an honourable 
death , in the field of battle. His aged father, 
•whofe reign had not exceeded thirty-fix days , put 
an end to his life on the firft news of the defeat. 
Carthage, deftitute of defence', opened her gates 
to the conqueror, and Africa was expofed to the 
rapacious cruelty of a Have , obliged to fatisfy his 
unrelenting mafter with a large account of blood 
and treafure **. 

The fate of the Gordians filled Rome with juft, 
but unexpected terror. The fenate convoked in 
the temple of Concord , affcdted to tranfadt the 
common bufinefs of the day; and feemed to de- 
cline, with trembling anxiety, the confideration 
of their own, and the public danger. A Tilent 
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. confternation prevailed on the alTcmbly , till a 
i'enator, of the name and family of Trajan , awa- 
kened his brethren from their fatal lethargy. He 
reprefented to them, that the choice of cautious 
dilatory meafures had been long fince out of their 
power ; that Maximin , implacable by nature , 
and exafperated by injuries was advancing to- 
wards Italy, at the head of the military force of 
the empire; and that their only remaining alter- 
native , was either to meet him bravely in the 
field , or tamely to expedt the tortures and igno. 
minions death referved for unfuccefsful rebellion. 
“ We have loft, ” continued he, ” two excellent 
“ princes ; but unlefs we defert ourfelves , the 
“ hopes of the republic have not perilhed with 
“ the Gordians. Many are the fenators , whofe 
“ virtues have deferved , and whofe abilities would 
“ fuftain , the Imperial dignity. Let us eledl two 
<c emperors , one of whom may conduit the war 
“ againft the public enemy r whilft his colleague 
“ remains at Rome to diredl thecivil adminiftration. 
“ I cheerfully expofe myfelf to the danger and 
tc envy of the nomination, and give my vote in 
ct favour of Maximus and Balbinus. Ratify my 
“ choice , confcript fathers , or appoint, in their 
u place, others more worthy of the empire.” The 
general apprehenfion filenced the whifpers of 
jealoufy; the merit of the candidates was univerfally 
acknowledged ; and the houle refounded with the 
fincere acclamations, of cc long life and vidlory to 
“ the emperors Maximus and Balbinus. You arc 

happy 
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* happy in the judgment of the fenate ; niay the 
“ republic be happy under your adminiflration” ! ” 
The virtues and the reputation of the new em- 
perors juflified the moft fanguine hopes of the 
Romans. T he various nature of their talents 
feemed to appropriate to each his peculiar de-> 
partment of peace and war, without leaving room 
for jealous emulation. BalbinUs was an admired 
orator, a poet of diflinguifhed fame* and a wife 
magiftrate, who had exercifed with innocence 
and applaufe the civil jurifdiction in almoft all the 
interior provinces of the empire. His birth was 
noble **; his fortune affluent, his manners liberal 
and affable! In him , the love of pleafure was 
corrected by a fenfe of dignity, nor had the habits 
of eafe deprived him of a capacity for bufinefs. 
The mind of Maximus was formed in a rougher 
mould. By his valour and abilities he had railed 
himfelf from the meanefl origin to the firft em- 
ployments of the ftate and army. His victories 
over the Sarmatians and the Germans* the auf- 
terity of his life, and the rigid impartiality of his 
juflice , whilft he was Prxfed of the city, com- 
manded the efleem of a people , whofe affedions 
were engaged in favour of the more amiable Bal- 
binus. The two colleagues had both been confuls , 
( Balbinus -had twice enjoyed that honourable 
office ) both had been named among the twenty 
lieutenants of the fenate, and fince the one was 
fixty and the other feventy-four years old they 
had both attained the full maturity of age and 
experience. 
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After the fenate had conferred on Maximus 
and Balbinus an equal portion of the confular 
and tribunitian. powers , the title of Fathers of 
their country, and the joint office of Supreme 
Pontiff , they afcended to the Capitol , to return 
thanks to the gods, protedlors of Rome'*. The 
folemn rites of facrifice were difturbed by a fe- 
dition of the people. The licentious multitude, 
neither loved the rigid Maximus , nor did they 
fufficiently fear the mild and humane Balbinus. 
Their increafing numbers furrourrded the temple 
of Jupiter; with obftinate clamours they aflerted 
their inherent right of confenting to the election 
of their fovCreign ; and demanded , with an ap- 
parent moderation, that, befides the two empe- 
rors chofen by the fenate, a third ffiould be ad- 
ded of the family of theGordians, as a juft return 
of gratitude to thofe princes who had facrificed 
their lives for the republic. At the head of 
the city-guards, and the youth of the equeftrian 
order, Maximus and Balbinus attempted to cut 
their way through the feditious multitude. The 
multitude, armed with flicks and ftones, drove 
them back into the Capitol. It is prudent to 
yield when the conteft, whatever maybe tbe iftue 
of it, muft be fatal to both parties. A boy , only 
thirteen years of age, the grandfon of the elder, 
and nephew of tbe younger , Gordian , was 
produced to the people, invelted with the orna- 
ments and title of Casfar. The tumult was ap- 
pealed by this eafy condefcenfion ; and the two 
emperors , a 6 foon as they had been peaceably 
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acknowledged in Rome , prepared to defend chap. 
Italy a gain It the 'common enemy. • vir. 

Whilll in Rome and Africa revolutions fuc- Maximin 
ceeded each other with fuch amazing rapidity , P re P nr ' s to 
the mind of Maximin was agitated by the rood renate an* 
furious paflions. He is faid to have received the *hcir tm. 
news of the rebellion of the Gordians, and of the 
decree of the fenate againft him, not with the 
temper of a man , but the rage of a wild bead ; 
which , as it could not difcharge itfelf on the dif- 
tant fenate, threatened the life of his fon , of his 
friends, and of all who ventured to approach his 
perfon. The grateful intelligence of the death 
of the Gordians , was quickly followed by the 
alTurance that the fenate , laying afide all hopes of 
pardon or accommodation , had fubftituted in 
their room two emperors, with whofe merit he 
could not be unacquainted. Revenge was the 
only confolation left to Maximin , and revenge 
could only be obtained by arms. The ftrength 
of the legions had been affembled by Alexander 
from all parts of the empire. Three fucceflful 
campaigns againft the Germans and the Sarma- 
tians , had raifed their fame , confirmed their 
difcipline, and even increafed their numbers, by 
filling the ranks with the flower of the barbarian 
youth. The life of Maximin had been fpent in 
war , and the candid feverity of hiftory cannoC 
refufe him the valour of a foldier , or even the 
abilities of an experienced general u . It might 
naturally be expeded , that a prince of fuch * 
character , . inftead of fuffering the rebellion ;© 
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gain liability by delay , fhould immediately have 
marched from the banks of the Danube to thofe 
of the Tyber, and that his victorious army, in- 
ftigated by contempt for the fenate, and eager to 
gather the fpoils of Italy , fhould have burned 
with impatience to finifh the eafy and lucrative 
conqueft. Yet as far as we can trufl to the ob- 
fcure chronology of that period ”, it appears that 
the operations of fome foreign war deferred the 
Italian expedition till the enfuing fpring. From 
the prudent condud of [Vlaximin , we may learn 
that the favage features of his character have been 
exaggerated by the pencil of party , that his paflions , 
however impetuous , fubmitted to the force of 
reafon, and that the barbarian pofTefTed fomething 
of the generous fpirit of Sylla , who fubdued the 
enemies of Rome , before he fuffered himfelf to 
revenge his private injuries 

When the troops of Maximin , advancing in 
excellent order, arrived at the foot of the Julian 
Alps , they were terrified by the filence and defo- 
lation that reigned on the frontiers of Italy. The 
villages and open towns had been abandoned on 
their approach by the inhabitants , the cattle was 
driven away, the provifions removed, or deftroy- 
ed , the bridges broke down, nor was any thing 
left which could afford either fbelter or fubfiftence 
to an invader. Such had been the wife orders of 
he generals of the fenate; whofe defign was to 
protrad the war, to ruin the army of Maximin 
by the flow operation of famine, and to confume 
his ftrength in the fieges of the principal cities of 
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Italy, which they had plentifully ftored with men 
and provifions from the deferted country. Aquileia 
received and withftood the firft ffiock of the 
invafion. The ftreams that iffue from the head of 
the Hadriatic gulf, fwelled by the melting of the 
winter fnows 14 , oppofed an unexpected obftacle 
to the arms of Maximal*. At length, on a fingular 
bridge, conflruCted with art and difficulty , of large 
liogffieads , he tranfported his army to the oppofite 
bank, rooted up the beautiful vineyards in tl\e 
neighbourhood of Aquileia, demolifhed the 
fuburbs, and employed the timber of the buildings 
in the engines and towers, with which on every 
fide he attacked the city. The walls, fallen to 
decay during the fecurity of a long peace, had 
been haftily repaired on this fudden emergency; 
but the firmed defence of Aquileia confifted in 
the conllancy of the citizens; all ranks of whom, 
inftead of being difmayed, were animated by the 
extreme danger , and their knowledge of the 
tyrant’s unrelenting temper. Their courage was 
fupported and directed by Crifpinus and Menophilus, 
two of the twenty lieutenants of the fenate , who 
with a fmall body of regular troops , bad thrown 
themfelves into the befieged place. The army of 
Maximin was repulfed on repeated attacks, his 
machines deftroyed by ffiowers of artificial fire; 
and the generous enthufiafm of the Aquileians was 
exalted into a confidence of fuccefs, by the opinion, 
that Belenus , . their tutelar deity , combated in 
perfon in the defence of his diftreffed worlhip- 
pers . ... • 
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The emperor Maximus , who had advanced as 
far as Ravenna, to fecure that important place, 
and to haften the military preparations, beheld 
the event of the war in the more faithful mirror 
of reafon and policy. He was too fenfible, that 
a fingle town could not refill the perfevering 
efforts of a great army; and he dreaded, left the 
enemy , tired with the obftinate refiftance of 
Aquileia, fhould on a fudden relinquifh the 
fruitiefs fiege, and march directly towards Rome. 
The fate of the empire and the caufc of freedom 
imift then be committed to the chance of a bat- 
tle; and ,what arms could he oppofe to the vete- 
ran legions of the Rhine and Danube? Some 
troops newly levied among the generous but 
enervated youth of Italy; and a body of German 
auxiliaries, on whofe firmnefs, in the hour of 
trial, it was dangerous to depend. In the midft 
of thefe juft alarms, the ftroke of domeftic con- 
fpiracy punifhed the crimes of Maximin, and 
delivered Rome and the fenate from the calamities 
that would finely have attended the vidtory of an 
enraged barbarian. 

The people of Aquileia had fcarcely experienced 
Any of the common miferies of a fiege , their maga- 
zines were plentifully fupplied, and feveral fountains 
within the walls allured them of an inexhauftible 
refource of frefh water. The foldiers of Maximin 
were , on the -contrary , expofed to the inclemency 
of the feafon , the contagion of dtfeafe, and the 
horrors of famine. The open country was ruined, 
the rivers filled with the (lain, and polluted with 
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blood. A fpirit of defpair and difaffedtion began 
to diffufe itfelf among the troops; and as they 
were cut off from all intelligence , they eafily 
believed that the whole empire had embraced -the 
caufe of the fenate, and that they were left as 
devoted vidlims to perifii under the impregnable 
walls of Aquileia. The fierce temper of the tyrant 
was exafperated by difappointments , which he 
imputed to the cowardice of his army; and his 
wanton and ill-timed cruelty , inftead of ftriking 
terror, infpired hatred and a juft defire of revenge. 
A party of Praetorian guards , who trembled for 
their wives and children in the camp of Alba, 
near Rome , executed the fentence of the fenate. 
Maximin , abandoned by his guards, was fiain 
in his tent, with his fon ( whom he had affociated 
to the honours of the purple ) , Anulinus the pne- 
fedf, and the principal minifters of his tyranny **'. 
The fight of their heads , borne on the point of 
fpears, convinced the citizens of Aquileia, that 
the fiege was at an end ; the gates of the city were 
thrown open , a liberal market was provided for 
the hungry troops of Maximin , and the whole 
army joined in folemn proteftations of fidelity to 
the fenate and the people of Rome, and to their 
lawful emperors Maximus and Balbinus. Such was 
the'deferved fate of a brutal favage, deftitute, as 
he has generally been reprefented, of every fenti- 
ment that diftinguilhed a civilized , or even a human 
being. The body was fuited to the foul. The 
ftature of Maximin exceeded the meafure of eight 
feet, and circumftances almoft incredibte are related 
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of his matchlefs ftrength and appetite ,T . Had he 
Jived in a lefs enlightened age , tradition and poetry 
might \ve(l have defcribed him as one of thole moil- 
ftrous giants, whofe fupernatural power was con- 
ftantly exerted for the deftru&ion of mankind. 

It is eafier to conceive than to defcribe the uni- 
verfal joy of the Roman world on the fall of the 
tyrant, the news of which is faid to have been 
carried in four days from Aquileia to Rome. The 
return of Maximus was a triumphal procefliop, 
his colleague and young Gordian went out to meet 
him, and the three princes made their entry into 
the capital, attended by the ambafTadors of almoft 
all the cities of Italy, faluted with the fplendid 
offerings of gratitude and fuperfUtion , and received 
with the unfeigned acclamations of the fenate and 
people , who perfuaded themfelves that a golden 
age would fucceed to an age of iron **, The condudt 
of the two emperors correfponded with thefe expec- 
tations. They adminiftered juftice in perfon ; and 
the rigour of the one was tempered by the other’s 
clemency. The oppreffive taxes with which Maximin 
had loaded the rights of inheritance and fucceflion, 
were repealed, or at leaft moderated. Difcipline 
was revived, and with the advice of the fenate 
many wife laws were enabled by their Imperial 
minifters , who endeavoured to reftore a civil 
conflitution on the ruins of military tyranny. 
cc What reward may we expedtfor delivering Rome 
“ from a mqnfter ? ” was the queftion afked by 
Maximus , in a moment of freedom and confidence. 
Palbinus anfwered it without hefitatjon, “ The 
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f { love of the fenate , of the people , and of all 
* c mankind.” “ Alas!" replied his more penetrating 
colleague, “ Alas! I dread the hatred of the foldiers> 
“ and the fatal effedls of their refentment *\ ” 
His apprehenfions were but too well juftified by 
the event. 

Whilft Maximus was preparing to defend Italy 
againft the common foe, Balbinus, who remained 
at Rome , had been engaged in fcenes of blood and 
inteftine difcord. Diftruft and jealoufy reigned in 
the fenate ; and even in the temples where they 
affembled, every fenator carried either open <?r 
concealed arms. In the midft of their deliberations, 
two veterans of the guards , actuated either by 
curiofity or a finifter motive, audacioufly thruft 
themfelves into the houfe and advanced by degrees 
beyond the altar of Vidorv. Gallicanus, a Confular, 
and Maecenas, a Praetorian fenator, viewed with 
indignation their infolent intrufion : drawing their 
daggers , they laid the fpies , for fuch they deemed 
them, dead at the foot of the altar, and then 
advancing to the door of the fenate, imprudently 
exhorted the multitude to maflacre the Praetorians, 
as the fecret adherents of the tyrant. Thofe who 
efcaped the firft fury of the tumult took refuge in 
the camp, which they defended with fuperior 
advantage againft the reiterated attacks of the 
people, aflifted by the numerous bands of gladiators, 
the property of opulent nobles. The civil war 
lafted many days, with infinite lofs and confufion 
on both Tides. When the pipes were broken that 
fupplied the camp with water , the PraetQrians were 
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reduced to intolerable diftrefs ; but in their turn 
they made defpcrate Tallies into the city, fet fire 
to a great number of houfes, and filled the ftreets 
with the blood of the inhabitants. The emperor 
Balbinus attempted, by ineffectual edidts and 
precarious truces, to reconcile the factions at Rome. 
But their animofity, though fmothered for a while, 
burnt with redoubled violence. The foldiers, 
detefling the fenate and the people, defpifed the 
weakneis of a prince who wanted either the fpirit 
or the power to command the obedience of his 
fubjedts ,0 . 

' After the tyrant’s death, his formidable army 
had acknowledged, from neceffity rather than from 
choice, the authority of Maximus, who tranfported 
himfelf without delay to the camp bef<?re Aquileia. 
As foon as he had received their oath of fidelity, 
he addreffed them in terms full of mildnefs and 
moderation ; lamented , rather than arraigned , the 
wild diforders of the times, and affured the foldiers, 
that of all their paft condudl, the fenate would 
remember only their generous defertion of the 
tyrant, and their voluntary return to their duty. 
TViaximus enforced his exhortations by a liberal 
donative, purified the camp by a folemn facrifice 
of expiation, and then difmiffed the legions to 
their feveral provinces , imprefied , as he hoped , 
with a lively fenfe of gratitude and obedience **. 
But nothing could reconcile the haughty fpirit of 
the Praetorians. They attended the emperors on 
the memorable day of their public entry into Rome ; 
but amidlf the general acclamations, the fullen 
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dejedted countenance of the guards, fufficiently 
declared that they confidered themfelves as the 
object, rather than the partners, of the triumph. 
When the whole body was united in their camp, 
thofe who had ferved under Maximin, and thofe who 
had remained at Rome, infenfibly communicated 
to each other their complaints and apprehenfions. 
The emperors cbofen by the army had perifhed 
with ignominy; thofe ele&ed bv the fenate were 
feated on the throne 41 . The long difcord between 
the civil and military powers was decided by a 
war, in which the former had obtained a complete 
vidlory. The foldiers muff now learn a new doctrine 
of fubmilfion to the fenate; and whatever clemency 
was afledted by that politic affembly , they dreaded 
a (low revenge , coloured by the name of difeipline , 
and juftified by fair pretences of the public good. 
But their fate was (till in their own hands; and if 
they had courage to defpife the vain terrors of all 
impotent republic, it was eafy to convince the 
world, that thofe who were mailers of the arms, 
were mailers of the authority , of the Hate. 

When the fenate elecled two princes, it is 
probable that, befides the declared' reafon of 
providing for the various emergencies of peace 
and war, they were adluated by the fecret defire 
of weakening by divifion the defpotifm of the 
fupreme magiltrate. Their policy was effectual, 
but it proved fatal both to their emperors and to 
themfelves. The jealoufy of power was foon 
exafperated by the difference of character. Maximus 
defpifed Balbinus as a luxurious noble, and was 
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in his turn difdained by his colleague as an obfcure 
foldier. 1 heir filent difcord was underftood rather 
than feen 45 ; but the mutual confcioufnefs prevented 
them from uniting in any vigorous meafures of 
defence againft their common enemies of the 
Praetorian camp. The whole city was employed 
in the Capitoline games, and the emperors were 
left almoll alone in the palace. On a fudden they 
were alarmed by the approach of a troop of 
defperate afTafTins. Ignorant of each other’s fituation 
or defxgns , for they already occupied very diftant 
apartments , afraid to give or to receive afliftance, 
they walled the important moments in idle debates 
and fruitlefs recriminations. The arrival of the 
guards put an end to the vain flrife. They feized 
on thefe emperors of the fenate , for fuch they 
called them with malicious contempt, dripped them 
of their garments , and dragged them in infolent 
triumph through the ftreets of Rome, with a 
defign of infiidling a How and cruel death on thefe 
unfortunate princes. The fear of a refcue from the 
faithful Germans of the Imperial guards, Ihortened 
their tortures; and their bodies, mangled with a 
thoufand wounds, were led expofcd to the infults 
or to the pity of the populace 44 . 

In the fpace of a few months, fix princes had 
been cut off by the fword. Gordian, who had 
already received the title of Caefar , was the only 
perfon that occurred to the foldiers as proper to 
fill the vacant throne 45 . They carried him to the 
camp, and unanimoufly faluted him Auguflusand 
Emperor. His name was dear to the fenate and 
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people; his tender age promifed a long impunity 
of military licence; and the fubmiffion of Rome 
and the provinces to the choice of the Praetorian 
guards, faved the republic, at the expence indeed 
of its freedom and dignity, from the horrors of a 
new civil war in the heart of the capital 4 '. 

As the third Gordian was only nineteen years of 
age at the time of his death , the hiftory of his life , 
were it known to us with greater accuracy than it 
really is , would contain little more than the 
account of his education , and the condud of the 
minifters , who by turns abufed or guided the 
fimplicity of his unexperienced youth. Immediately 
after his acceffion, he fell into the hands of his 
mother’s eunuchs , that pernicious vermin of the 
Eaft, who, fince the days of Elagabalus , had 
infefted the Roman palace. By the artful confpiracy 
of thefe wretches, an impenetrable veil was drawn 
between an innocent prince and his oppreffed 
fubje&s, the virtuous difpofition of Gordian was 
deceived, and the honours of the empire fold 
without his knowledge, though in a very public 
manner , to the mod worthlefs of mankind. We 
are ignorant by what fortunate accident the 
emperor efcaped from this ignominious flavery, 
and devolved his confidence on a minifter, whofe 
wife counfels had no objed except the glory of 
his fovereign , and the happinefs of the people. 
It fhould feem that love and learning introduced 
Mifitheus to the favour of Gordian. The young 
prince married the daughter of his mafter of rhetoric, 
and promoted his father-in-law to the firft offices 
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C. hat. of the empire. Two admirable letters that palled 
VII. between them, are (till extant. The minilter, with 
the confcious dignity of virtue, congratulates 
Gordian that he is delivered from the tyranny of the 
eunuchs 47 , and Rill, more that he is fenfible of his 
deliverance. The emperor acknowledges, with an ' 
amiable confufion, the errors, of his pall conduct ; 
and laments, with fmgular propriety, the misfortune 
of a monarch, from whom a venal tribe of courtiers 
perpetua'ly labour to conceal the truth 4 *. 

The Per. The ]jf e G f JVIifitheus had been fpent in the 
a. d. ass. profeffion of letters, not of arms; yetfuch was the 
verfatile genius of that great man , that when he 
was appointed Praetorian Prefect, he difeharged 
the military duties of his place with vigour ‘and 
ability. The Perfians had invaded Mefopotamia, 
and threatened Antioch. By the perfuafion of his 
father-in-law, the young emperor quitted the luxury 
of Rome, opened, for the laR time recorded in 
hiRory, the temple of Janus, and marched in 
perfon into the EaR. On his approach with a great 
army, the Perfians withdrew their garrifons from 
the cities which they had already taken, and retired 
from the Euphrates to the Tigris. Gordian enjoyed 
the pleafure of announcing to the fenate the firR 
fuccefs of his arms , which he aferibed with a 
becoming modeRy and gratitude to the wifdom of 
his father and Pnefed. During the whole expedition, 
JVIifitheus watched over the fafety and difeipline 
of the army ; whilR he prevented their dangerous 
murmurs by maintaining a regular plenty in the 
camp, and by ellablifliing ample magazines of 
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vinegar, bacon, ftraw, barley, and wheat, in all 
the cities of the frontier 4 *. But the profperity of 
Gordian expired with Mifitheus, who died of a 
flux, not without very flrong SuSpicions of poifon. 
Philip, his fucceflor in the prefecture , was an Arab 
by birth, and consequently , in the earlier part of 
his life , a' robber by profeflion. His rife from fo 
obfeure a ftation to the iirffc dignities of the empire, 
feems to prove that he was a bold and able leader. But 
his boldnefs prompted him to afpire to the throne, 
and his abilities were employed to Supplant, not to 
Serve, his indulgent mailer. The minds of the 
Soldiers were irritated by an artificial Scarcity , 
created by his contrivance in the camp ; and the 
difltefs of the army was attributed to the youth and 
incapacity of the prince. It is not in our power to 
trace the fucceflive Heps of the fecret confpiracy and 
open (edition, which were at length fatal to Gordian. 
A Sepulchral monument was erecled to his memory 
on the Spot where he was killed, near the conflux 
of the Euphrates with the little river Aboras ". 
The fortunate Philip, raifed to the empire by the 
votes of the Soldiers , found a ready obedience from 
the Senate and the provinces 

We cannot forbear transcribing the ingenious , 
though Somewhat fanciful def ription, which a 
celebrated writer of our own times has traced of 
the military government of the Roman empire. 
“ What in that age was called the Roman empire, 
“ was only an irregular republic , not unlike the 
“ Ariflocracy ” of Algiers **, where the militia, 
“ poffclTed of the Sovereignty , creates a,nd depofes 
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c H a r. w a magiftrate, who is flyled a Dey. Perhaps, 

Vii. “ indeed, it may be laid down as a general rule, 

“ that a military government is , in fome fefpe&s, 

<£ more republican than monarchical. Nor can it be 
* f faid that the foldiers ohly partook of the 

<£ government by their difobedience and rebellions. 
“ The fpeeches made to them by the emperors, 
“ were they not at length of the fame nature 
<£ as thofe formerly pronounced to the people 
<£ by the confuls and the tribunes? And although 
<c the armies had no regular place or forms 

“ of affembly; though their debates were fhort, 
“ their aCtion fudden , and their refolves feldom 
“ the refult of cool reflection, did they not difpofe, 
** with abfolute fway, of the public fortune? 
** What was the emperor, except the minifter of a 
* £ violent government elected for the private benefit 
iC of the foldiers ? 

“ When the army had elected Philip, who was 
<£ Praetorian prxfedt to the third Gordian j the 
<£ latter demanded , that he might remain foie 
“ emperor ; he was unable to obtain it. He requefted 
<£ that the power might be equally divided between 
<£ them ; the army would not lilten to his fpeecln 
* £ He confented to be degraded to the rank of 
t£ Caefar; the favour was refufed him. He defired, 
“ at leaft, he might be appointed Praetorian praefccl ; 
(c his prayer was reje&ed. Finally, he pleaded for 
“ his life. The army, in thefe feveral judgments, 
“ exercifed the fupreme magiftracy. ” According 
to the hiftorian, whofe doubtful narrative the 
prefident De Montefquieu has adopted , Philip , 

who. 
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who , during the whole tranfadion , had preferved 
a fullen filence, was inclined to fpare the innocent 
life of his benefactor ; till, recolleding that his 
innocence might excite a dangerous compaflion in 
the Roman world ; he commanded , without regard 
to his fuppliant cries, that he fhould be feized, 
ftript , and led away to inflant death. After 
a moment’s paufe the inhuman fentence was 
executed ". 

On his return from the eaft to Rome, Philip, 
defirous of obliterating the memory of his crimes, 
and of captivating the affedions of the people, 
folemnized the fecular games with infinite pomp 
and magnificence. Since their inftitution or re- 
vival by Auguftus 5 ‘ , they had been celebrated 
by Claudius, by Domitian, and by Severus, and 
were now renewed the fifth time, on the accom- 
plifhment of the full period of a thoufand years 
from the foundation of Rome. Every circumftance 
of the fecular games was fkilfully adapted to 
infpire the fuperllitious mind with deep and folemn 
reverence. The long interval between them ,7 ex- 
ceeded the term of human life; and as none of 
the fpedators had already feen them, none could 
flatter themfelves with the expedation of be- 
holding them a fecond time. The myftic facrifices 
were performed, during three nights, on the banks 
of the Tyber ; and the Campus Martius refounded 
with mulic and dances, and was illuminated with 
innumerable lamps and torches. Slaves and ftrangers 
were excluded from any participation in thefe na- 
tional ceremonies. A chorus of twenty -feven 
Vol. I. R 
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chap, youths, and as many virgins, of noble families, 
vii. and whofe parents were both alive , implored the 
propitious gods in favour of the prefent, and for 
the hope of the rifing generation; requeuing, in 
religious hymns, that, according to the faith of 
their ancient oracles, they would ftill maintain the 
virtue, the felicity, and the empire of the Roman 
people **. The magnificence of Philip’s fliows and 
entertainments dazzled the eyes of the multitude. 
The devout were employed in the rites of fuper- 
flkion , whilft the reflecting few revolved in their 
anxious minds the paft hiftory and the future fate 
of the empire. 

Dtciine of Since Romulus, with a fmall band of fliepherds 

•mph'e"*" ar, d outlaws , fortified himfelf on the hills near the 
Tyber,ten centuries had already elapfed’*. During 
the four firft ages , the Romans , in the laborious 
fchool of poverty , had acquired the virtues of war 
and government: By the vigorous exertion of thofe 
virtues, and by the afliftance of fortune, they had 
obtained, in thecourfe of the three fucceeding centu- 
ries, an abfolute empire over many countries of 
Europe, A fia, and Africa. The laft three hundred years 
had been confumed in apparent profperity and internal 
decline. The nation of foldiers, magiftrates, and legif- 
lators who compofed the thirty-five tribes of the 
Roman people , was diffolved into the common mafs 
of mankind, and confounded with the millions of 
fervile provincials, who had received the name, 
without adapting the fpirit of Romans. A mer- 
cenary army, levied among the fubje&s and bar- 
barians of the frontier, was the only order o£men 
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who preferved and abufed their independence. By chav. 
their tumultuary eledlion , a Syrian, a Goth, or vii. 
an Arab , was exalted to the throne of Rome , and 
inverted with defpotic power over the conquefts 
and over the country of the Scipios. 

The limits of the Roman empire ftill extended 
from the Weftern Ocean to the Tigris, and from 
Mount Atlas to the Rhine and the Danube. To 
the undifcerning eye of the vulgar, Philip ap- 
peared a monarch no lefs powerful than Hadrian 
or Auguftus had formerly been. The form was 
ftill the fame, but the animating health and vi- 
gour were fled. The induftry of the people was 
difcouraged and exhaufted by a long feries of op- 
preflion. The difcipline of the legions, which 
alone , after the extinction of every other virtue, 
had propped the greatnefs of the ftate , was cor- 
rupted by the ambition , or relaxed by the weak- 
nefs , of the emperors. The ftrength of the fron- 
tiers, which had always confided in arms rather 
than in fortifications, was infenfibly undermined; 
and the faireft provinces -were left expol'ed to the 
rapacioufnefs or ambition of the barbarians, who 
foon difcovered the decline of the Roman empire. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Jlate of Perjia after the Re for at ion of the 
Monarchy by Artaxerxes. 

W henever Tacitus indulges himfelf in tbofe 
beautiful epifodes , in which he relates fome 
domeftic tranfa&ion of the Germans or of the 
Parthians, his principal objedl is to relieve the 
attention of the reader from an uniform feene of 
vice and mifery. From the reign of Auguftus! to 
the time of Alexander Severus, the enemies of 
Rome were in her bofom; the tyrants, and the 
foldiers; and her profperity had a very diflant and 
feeble intereft in the revolutions that might happen 
beyond the Rhine and the Euphrates. But when 
the military order had levelled , in wild anarchy , 
the power of the prince , the laws of the fchate , 
and even the difeipline of the camp, the barbarians 
of the north and of the eaft , who had long hovered 
on the frontier, boldly attacked the provinces of 
a declining monarchy. Their vexatious inroads 
were changed into formidable irruptions, and, 
after a long viciflitude of mutual calamities, many 
tribes of the victorious invaders eftabliflied thcro- 
felves in the provinces of the Roman empire. To 
obtain a clearer knowledge of thefe great events, 
we fhall endeavour to form a previous idea of the 
character, forces, and defigns of thofe nations who 
avenged the caufc of Hannibal and Mithridates. 
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In the more early ages of the world, whilfl the 
forefts that covered Europe afforded a retreat to a 
few wandering favages , the inhabitants of Afia 
were already collected into populous cities , and 
reduced under extenfive empires , the feat of the 
arts, of luxury, and of defpotifm. The Affyrians 
reigned over the eaft 1 , till the fceptre of Ninus 
and Semiramis dropt from the hands of their 
enervated fucceffors. The Medes and the Baby- 
lonians divided their power, and were themfelves 
fwallowed up in the monarchy of the Perfians , 
whofe arms could not be confined within the 
narrow limits of Afia. Followed, as it is faid, by 
two millions of men, Xerxes, the defcendant of 
Cyrus , invaded Greece. Thirty thoufand joldierr, 
under the command of Alexander , the fon of 
Philip , who was intruded by the Greeks with 
their glory and revenge, were fufficient to fubdue 
Perfia. The princes of the houfe of Seleucus 
ufurped and loll the Macedonian command over 
the -Eaft. About the fame tirfte , that , by an 
ignominious treaty, they refigned to the Romans 
the country on this fide Mount Taurus , they 
were driven by the Parthians , an obfcure horde 
of Scythian origin , from all the provinces of 
Upp er Afia. The formidable power of the Par- 
thians, which fpread from India to the frontiers 
of Syria, was in its turn fubverted by Ardfhir, or 
Artaxerxes; the founder of a new dynally, which, 
under the name of Salfanides, goverhed Perfia till 
the invafion of the Arabs. This great revolution, 
whofe fatal influence was foon experienced by the 
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Romans, happened in the fourth year of Alexander 
Severus, two hundred and twenty-fix years after 
the Chriftian sera \ 

Artaxerxes had ferved with great reputation in 
the armies of Artaban, the laft king of the Par- 
tisans, and it appears that he was driven into 
exile and rebellion by royal ingratitude, the cuf- 
tomary reward for fuperior merit. His birth was 
obfeure, and the obfeurity equally gave room to 
the afperfions of his enemies , and the flattery of 
liis adherents. If we credit the fcandal of the 
former, Artaxerxes fprang from the illegitimate 
commerce of a tanner’s wife with a common fol- 
dier '. The latter reprefent him, as defeended 
from a branch of the ancient kings of Perfia, 
though time and misfortune had gradually reduced 
his anceftors to the humble ftation of private 
citizens \ As the lineal heir of the monarchy, he 
afferted his right to the throne, and challenged 
the noble talk of delivering the Perfians from the 
opprcllion under which they groaned above five 
centuries fince the death of Darius. TheParthians 
were defeated in three great battles. In the laft of 
thefe their king Artaban was flain , and the fpirit 
of the nation was for ever broken \ The authority 
of Artaxerxes was folemnly acknowledged in a 
great alfembly held at Balch in Khorafan. Two 
younger branches of the royal houfe of Arfaces 
were confounded among the proftrate fatraps. A 
third , more mindful of ancient grandeur than of 
prefent neceffity , attempted to retire, with a 
numerous train of valfal>, towards their kinfman, 
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the king of Armenia ; but this little army of deferters 
was intercepted , and cut off, by the vigilance of 
the conqueror ‘ , who boldly affumed the double 
diadem, and the title of King of Kings, which had 
been enjoyed by his predeceffor. But thefe pom- 
pous titles, inftead of gratifying the vanity of the 
Perfian, ferved only to admonifh him of his duty, 
and to inflame in his foul the ambition of reftoring, 
in their full fplendour, the religion and empire of 
Cyrus. 

I. During the long fervitude of Perfia under 
the Macedonian and the Parthian yoke , the na- 
tions of Europe and Afia had mutually adopted 
and corrupted each other’s fuperftitions. The 
Arfacides, indeed, pradtifed the worfhip of the 
Magi; but they difgraced and polluted it with ‘a 
various mixture. of foreign idolatry. The memory 
of Zoroafter , the ancient prophet and philofopher 
of the Perflans 7 , was {fill revered in the Eaft ; 
but the obfolete and myflerious language, in which 
the Zendavefla was compofed * , opened a field of 
difpute to feventy fedts, who varioufly explained 
the fundamental dodlrines of their religion, and 
were all indifferently derided by a crowd o(infidels, 
who rejedled the divine million and miracles of 
the prophet. To fupprefs the idolaters, reunite the 
fchifmatics, and confute the unbelievers, by the 
infallible decifion of a general council , the pious 
Artaxerxes fummoned the Magi from all parts of 
his dominions. Thefe priefts, who had fo long 
fighed in contempt and obfcurity , obeyed the 
welcome fummons; and on the appointed day 
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p. appeared, to the number of about eighty thoufand. 
But as the debates of fo tumultuous an afTembly 
could not have been diredfed by the authority of 
reafon, or influenced by the art of policy, the 
Perfian fynod was reduced, by fucceflive operations, 
to forty thoufand, to four thoufand, to four 
hundred, to forty, and at faff; to feven Magi, 
the moft rcfpedled for their learning and piety. 
One of thefe, Erdaviraph, a young but holy 
prelate, received from the hands of his brethren 
three cups of foporiferous wine. He drank them 
off, and inftantly fell into a long and profound 
fleep. As foon as he waked, he related to the 
king and to the believing multitude, his journey 
to Heaven , and his intimate conferences with the 
Deity. Every doubt was filenced by this fupernatural 
evidence; and the articles of the faith of Zoroafier 
were fixed with equal authority and precifion \ 
A (hort delineation of that celebrated fyftem will 
be found, ufeful, not only to difplay the charadler 
of the Perfian nation, but to illuftrate many of 
their moft important tranfadtions, both in peace 
and war, with the Roman empire 

The great and fundamental article of the fyftem 
* was the celebrated dodtrine of the two principles; 
a bold and injudicious attempt of Eaftern philofophy 
to reconcile the exiftence of moral and phyfical 
evil, with the attributes of a beneficent Creator 
and Governor of the world. The firft and original 
Being , in whom , or by whom , the univerfe 
exifts, is denominated in the writings of Zoroafter, 
Time -without bounds but it muft be confefled, that 
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this infinite fubdance feems rather a metaphyfical 
abdradtion of the mind , than a real object endowed 
with felf-confcioufnefs , or poffeffed of moral 
perfedtions. From either the blind , or the 
intelligent operation of this infinite Time , which 
bears but too near an affinity with the chaos of 
the Greeks , the two fecondary but adtive principles 
of the univerfe, were from all eternity produced , 
Ormufd and Ahriman , each of them pofleffed of 
the powers of creation , but each difpofed , by his 
invariable nature, to exercife them with different 
defigns. The principle of good is eternally abler bed 
in light; the principle of evil eternally buried in 
darknefs. The wife benevolence of Ormufd formed 
man capable of virtue , and abundantly provided 
his fair habitation with the materials of happineis. 
By his vigilant providence, the motion of the 
planets , the order of the feafons, and the temperate 
mixture of the elements, are preferved. But the 
malice of Ahriman has long fince pierced Or muffs 
egg i or, in other words, has violated the harmony 
of his works. Since that fatal irruption , the moll 
minute articles of good and evil are intimately 
intermingled and agitated together; the ranked 
poifons fpring up admidd the mod falutary plants; 
deluges , earthquakes , and conflagrations ,. atted 
the conflidt of Nature , and the little world of 
man is perpetually fhaken by vice and misfortune, 
whild the red of human kind are led away captives 
in the chains of their infernal enemy, the faithful 
Perfian alone referves his religious adoration for 
his friend and protedlor Ormufd , and fights under 
his banner of light, in the full confidence that he 


HAP, 

VIII. 


Digitized by Googl 



C H A P, 
VIII. 


Religious 

worship. 


2 66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

fliall , in the lafl; day , (hare the glory of his 
triumph. At that decifive period , the enlightened 
vifdom of goodnefs will render the power of 
Ormufd fuperior to the furious malice of his rival. 
Ahriman and his followers, difarmed and fnbdued, 
will fink into their native darknefs ; and virtue 
will maintain the eternal peace and harmony of 
the univerfe ,, . 

The theology of Zoroafter was darkly compre- 
hended by foreigners , and even by the far greate.r 
number of his difciples ; but the mod carelefs 
obfervers were flruck with the philofophic fimpli- 
city of the Perfian worfhip. “ That people , fays 
“ Herodotus 11 , rejc&s the ufe of temples , of 
“ altars , and of ftatues , and fmiles at the folly 
tc of thofe nations, who imagine that the gods 
“ are fprung from , or bear any affinity with , the 
“ human nature. The tops of the higheft mountains 
“ are the places chofen for facrifices. Hymns and 
“ prayers are the principal worfhip; the Supreme 
“ God who fills the wide circle of Heaven , is the 
“ objedt to whom they are addreffed. ” Yet , at 
the fame time , in the true fpirit of a polytheift , 
he accufes them of adoring Earth, Water, Fire, 
the Winds , and the Sun and Moon. But the 
Perfians of every age have denied the charge , and 
explained the equivocal condudl , which might 
appear to give a colour to it. The elements , and 
more particularly Fire , Light , and the Sun , whom 
they called Mithra , were the objedfs of their 
religious reverence, .becaufe they confidered them 
the pureft fymbols , th’e nobleft produdtions , 
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and the mod powerful agents of the Divine Power 
and nature 

Every mode of religion , to make a deep and 
faffing impreflion on the human mind , muft exercifc 
our obedience, by enjoining practices of devotion , 
for which we can aflign no reafon j and muft 
acquire our efteem , by inculcating moral duties 
analogous to the didtates of our own hearts. The 
religion of Zoroafter was abundantly provided 
with the former , andpoffeffed a fufticient portion of 
the latter. At the age of puberty , the faithful 
Perfian was inverted with a myfterious girdle , 
the badge of the divine protection ; and from that 
moment, all the adlions of his life, even the moft 
indifferent, or the moft neceffary , were fandtified 
by their peculiar prayers , ejaculations , or 
genuflexions ; the omillion of which , under any 
circumftances , was a grievous fin , not inferior in 
guilt to the violation of the moral duties. The 
moral duties, however, of juftice, mercy, liberality , 
etc. were in their turn required of the difciple of 
Zoroafter, who wilhed to efcape the perfecution 
of Ahriman, and to live with Ormufd in a blifsful 
eternity, where the degree of felicity will be exactly 
proportioned to the degree of virtue and piety 1 *. 

But there are fome remarkable inftances , in 
which Zoroafter lays aftde the prophet, aflumes 
the legiflator , and difcovers a liberal concern for 
private and public happinefs , feldom to be found 
among the groveling or vifionary fchemes of 
fuperftition. Farting and celibacy , the common 
means ofpurchafmg the divine favour, he condemns 
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chap, with abhorrence , .is a criminal rejedion of the bed 
vm, gifts of Providence. The faint, in the Magian 
religion, is obliged to beget children, to plant 
ufeful trees , to deftroy noxious animals, to Gonvey 
water to the dry lands of Perfia , and to work out 
his falvation by purfuing all the labours of 
agriculture. We may quote from the Zendavefta 
a wife and benevolent maxim, which compenfates 
for many an abfurdity. “ He who fows the ground 
t£ with care and diligence, acquires a greater ftock 
£t of religious merit, than he could gain by the 
<c repetition of ten thoufand prayers ” In the 
fpring of every year a feftival was celebrated , 
deftined to reprefent the primitive equality , and 
the prefent connexion , of mankind. The ftatelv 
kings of Perfia, exchanging their vain pomp for 
more genuine greatnefs , freely mingled with the 
humbleft but moft ufeful of their fubjeds. On 
that day the hufbandmen were admitted , without 
diftindion , to the table of the kingand hisfatraps. 
The monarch accepted their petitions, inquired 
into their grievances, and corlverfed with them on the 
moft equal terms/' From your labours, was he accuf- 
“ tomed to fay ( and to fay with truth, if not with 
tc fincerity), from your labours, we receive our 
“ fubfiftence; you derive • your tranquillity from 
“ our vigilance ; finee, therefore, we are mutually 
“ neceflary to each other , let us live together like 
tc brothers in concord and love * Such a 
feftival muft indeed have degenerated , in a 
wealthy and defpotic empire into a theatrical 
reprefentation ; but it was at leaft a comedy well 
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■worthy of a royal audience, and which might 
fometimcs imprint a falutary lelfon on the mind 
of a young prince. 

Had Zoroafter, in all his inftitutions , invaria- 
bly fupported this exalted charader, his name 
would deferve a place with thofe of Numa and 
Confucius , and his fyftem would be juftly enti- 
tled to all the applaufe, which' it has pleafed fome 
of our Divines , and even fome of our philofophers, 
to bellow on it. But in that motley pompofition , 
didated by reafon and paflion, by 'enthufiafm and 
by felfifh motives , fome ufeful and fublime truths 
were difgraced by a mixture of the moll abjed 
and dangerous fuperftition. The Magi , or facer- 
dotal order, were extremely numerous, fince, as 
we have already feen, fourfeore thoufand of them 
•were convened in a general council. Their forces 
were multiplied by difeipline. A regular hierarchy 
was diffufed through all the provinces of Perfia ; 
and the Archimagus , who refided at Balch , was 
refpeded as the vifible head of the church , and 
the lawful fuccelTbr of' Zoroafter ,7 . The property 
of the Magi was very conftderable. Befides the 
lefs invidious poffeftion of a large trad of the raoft 
fertile lands of Media ”, they levied a general tax 
on the fortunes and the induftry of the Perfians”. 
“ Though your good works, ” fays the intcrefted 
prophet, u exceed in number the leaves of the 
« trees, the drops of rain, the liars in the heaven, 
“ or the fands on the fea-lhore, they will all be 
u unprofitable to you, unlefs they are accepted 
“ by the deflojur , or prieft. To obtain the accep- 
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ct tation of this guide to falvation , you mud faith- 
“ fully pay him tythes of all you poffefs , of your 
M goods , of your lands , and of your money. If 
“ the deftour be fatisfied , your foul will efcape 
“ hell tortures; you will fecure praife in this 
“'world, and happinefs in the next. For the 
“ deftours are the teachers of religion ; they know 
“ all things, and they deliver all men 1 *.” 

Thefe convenient maxims of reverence and im- 
plicit faith were doubtlefs imprinted with care on 
the tender minds of youth; fince the Magi were 
the mailers of education in Perfia, and to their 
hands the children even of the royal family were 
intrufted *'. The Perfian priefts, who were of a 
fpeculative genius, preferved and inveftigated the 
fecrets of Oriental philofophy; and acquired, either 
by fuperior knowledge or fuperior art, the repu- 
tation of being well verfed in fome occult fciences, 
which have derived their appellation from the 
Magi’*. Thofe of more adtive difpofitions mixed 
with the world in courts and cities; and it is 
obfervcd, that the adminiftration of Artaxerxes 
was in a great meafure directed by the counfels of 
the facerdotal order, whofe dignity , either from 
policy or devotion , that prince reflored to its 
ancient fplendour”. 

The firft counfel of the Magi was agreeable to 
the .unfociable genius of their faith ** , to the 
practice of ancient kings*', and even to the ex- 
ample of their legiflator, who had fallen a vidlim 
to a religious war, excited by his own intolerant 
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zeal **. By an edidt of Artaxerxes , the exercife of chap. 
every worfhip , except that of Zoroafter , was viu. 
feverely prohibited. The temples of the Parthians, 
and the ftatues of their deified monarchs, were 
thrown down with ignominy* 7 . The fword of 
Ariftotle ( fuch was the name given by the Orientals 
to the polytheifm and philofophy of the Greeks) 
was eafily broken ” ; the flames of perfection foon 
reached the more ftubborn Jews and Chriftians**; 
nor did they fpare the heretics of their own nation 
and religion. The majefty of Ormufd , who was 
jealous of a rival , was feconded by the defpotifm 
of Artaxerxes, who could not fuffer a rebel ; and 
the fchifmatics within his vaft empire were foon 
reduced to the inconfiderable number of eighty 
thoufand ’°. This fpirit of perfecution refledts 
difhonour on the religion of Zoroafter ; but as it 
was not produdtive of any civil commotion , it 
ferved to ftrengthen the new monarchy , by uniting 
all the various inhabitants of Perfla in the bands 
of religious zeal. 

II. Artaxerxes, by his valour and condudt , had Elhbiiih- 
wrefted the fceptre of the Eaft from the ancient mentofth# 
royal family of Parthia. There ftill remained the ^or'tyTn 
more difficult talk of eftablifhing , throughout the the ,,ro 
vaft extent of Perfia , an uniform and vigorous ad- vincet - 
miniftration. The w'eak indulgence of the Arfa- 
cides , had refigned to their fons and brothers the 
principal provinces, and the greateft offices of the 
kingdom , in the nature of hereditary pofleffions. 

The vitax* , or eighteen rood powerful fatraps , 
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chap- were permitted to afliime the regal title ; and the 
mu. vain pride of the monarch was delighted with a 
nominal dominion over fo many vafTal kings. Even 
tribes of barbarians in their mountains ,• and the 
Greek cities of Upper Alia", within their walls, 
fcarcely acknowledged, or feldom obeyed, any 
fuperior; and the Parthian empire exhibited , under 
other names, a lively image of the feudal fyftem ** 
which has fince prevailed in Europe. But the a&ive 
vidtor, at the head of a numerous and difeiplined 
army , vifited in perfon every province of Perfia. 
The defeat of the boldefl rebels, and the reduc- 
tion of the ftrongeft fortifications”, diffufed the 
terror of his arms, and prepared the way for the 
peaceful reception of his authority. An obftinate 
refinance was fatal to the chiefs ; but their fol- 
lowers were treated with lenity ! \ A cheerful fub- 
miffion was rewarded with honours and riches; 
but the prudent Artaxerxes, fuffering no perfon 
except himfelf to afiume the title of king , abo- 
lifhed every intermediate power between the throne 
Extent wd an< ^ P c °pl e - His kingdom , nearly equal in 
population extent to modern Perfia, was, on every fide, 
of i’erfia. bounded by the fea or by great rivers; by the 
Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes , theOxus, and 
the Indus, by the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of 
Perfia”. That country was computed to contain, 
in the lafl: century, five hundred and fifty-four 
cities, fixty thoufand villages, and about forty 
millions of fouls'*. If we compare the adminiftra- 
tion of the houfe of SafTan with that of the houfc 
of Sefi , the political influence of theMagian with 
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that of the Mahometan religion , we lhall probably 
infer, that the kingdom of Artaxerxes contained 
at leaft as great a number of cities , villages , and 
inhabitants. But it muft likewife be confeffed , 
that in every age the want of harbours on the fea- 
coaft , and the fcarcity of frefh water in the inland 
provinces , have been very unfavourable to the 
commerce and agriculture of the Perfians ; who , 
in the calculation of their numbers, feem to have 
indulged one of the meaneft, though moft common, 
articles of national vanity. 

As foon as the ambitious mind of Artaxerxes 
had triumphed over the refiftance of his vaflals, 
he began to threaten the neighbouring ftates, who, 
during the long {lumber of his predeceffors, had 
infulted Perfia with impunity. He obtained fome 
eafy victories over the wild Scythians and the 
effeminate Indians ; but the Romans were an enemy, 
who, by their paft injuries and prefent power, 
deferved the utmoft efforts of his arms. A forty 
years tranquillity , the fruit of valour and modera- 
tion, had fucceeded the victories of Trajan. During 
the period that clapfed from the acceflion of Mar- 
cus to the reign of Alexander, the Roman and 
the Parthian empires were twice engaged in war; 
and although the whole ftrength of the Arfacides 
contended with a part only of the forces of Rome, 
the event was moft commonly in favour of the 
latter. Macrinus, indeed, prompted by his pre- 
carious fituation , and pufillanimous temper , pur- 
chafed a peace at the expence of near two millions 
of our money 17 ; but the generals of Marcus, the 
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emperor Severus, and his fon, ereded many tro- 
phies in Armenia, Mefopotamia , and Aflyria. 
Among their exploits, the imperfed relation of 
which would have unfeafonably interrupted the 
more important feries of domeftic revolutions, we 
fliall only mention the repeated calamities of the 
two great cities of Seleucia and Ctefiphon. 

Seleucia, on the weftern bank of the Tigris, 
about forty -five miles to the north of ancient 
Babylon , was the capital of the Macedonian 
conquefts in Upper Afia Many ages after the 
fall ol their empire, Seleucia retained the genuine 
charaders of a Grecian colony, arts, military virtue, 
and the love of freedom. The independent republic 
was governed by a fenate of three hundred nobles; 
the people confifted of fix hundred thoufand citizens; 
the walls were ftrong, and as long as concord 
prevailed among the feveral orders of the ftate, 
they viewed with contempt the power of the 
Parthian : but the madnefs of fadion was fometimes 
provoked to implore the dangerous aid of the 
common enemy, who was polled almoft at the 
gates of the colony *\ The Parthian monarchs, like 
the Mogul fovereigns of Hindoftan, delighted in 
the paftoral life of their Scythian anceftors; and 
the Imperial camp was frequently pitched in the 
plain of Ctefiphon, on the eaftern bank of the 
Tigris, at the diftance of only three miles from 
Seleucia *\ The innumerable attendants on luxury 
and defpotifm reforted to the court, and the little 
village of Ctefiphon infenfibly fwelled into a great 
city 41 . Under the reign of Marcus, tjie Roman 
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generals penetrated as far as Ctefiphon and Seleucia. 
They were received as friends by the Greek colony ; 
they attacked as enemies the feat of the Parthian 
kings ; yet both cities experienced the fame 
treatment. The fack and conflagration of Seleucia, 
with the maffacre of three hundred thoufand of 
the inhabitants, tarniflied the glory of the Roman 
triumph + \ Seleucia, already exhaufted by the 
neighbourhood of a too powerful rival, funk 
under the fatal blow; but Ctefiphon, in about 
thirty-three years , had fufficiently recovered its 
ftrength to maintain an obftinate fiege again ft the 
emperor Severus. The city was, however, taken 
by affault; the king, who defended it in perfon, 
efcaped with precipitation; an hundred thoufand 
captives, and a rich booty, rewarded the fatigues 
of the Roman foldiers 4 \ Notwithftanding thefe 
misfortunes , Ctefiphon fucceeded to Babylon and 
to Seleucia, as one of the great capitals of the 
Eaft. In fummer, the monarch of Perfia enjoyed 
at Ecbatana the cool breezes of the mountains of 
Media; but the mildnefs of the climate engaged 
him to prefer Ctefiphon for his winter-refidence. 

From thefe fuccefsful inroads , the Romans derived 
no real or lafting benefit; nor did they attempt to 
preferve fuch diftant conquefts , feparatedfrom the 
provinces of the empire by a large tradl of 
intermediate defert. The reduction of the kingdom 
of Ol'rhoene, was an acquifition of lefs fplendour 
indeed ; but of a far more folid advantage . That 
little ftate occupied the northern and moil fertile 
part of Mefopotamia, between the Euphrates and 
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the Tigris. Edefla, its capital , was fituated about 
twenty miles beyond the former of thofe rivers ; 
and the inhabitants, fince the time of Alexander, 
were a mixed race of Greeks, Arabs , Syrians , and 
Armenians **. The feeble fovereigns of Ofrhoene, 
placed on the dangerous verge of two contending 
empires , were attached from inclination to the 
Parthian caufe ; but the fuperior power of Rome 
exacted from them a reludtant homage , which is 
ftill attefted by their medals. After the conclufion 
of the Parthian war under Marcus, it was judged 
prudent to fecure fome fubftantial pledges of their 
doubtful fidelity. Forts were conftru&ed in feveral 
parts of the country, and a Roman garrifon was 
fixed in the ftrong town of Nifibis. During the 
troubles that followed the death of Commodus , 
the princes of Ofrhoene attempted to fhake off the 
yoke : but the ftern policy of Severus confirmed 
their dependence and the perfidy of Caracalla 
completed the eafy conqueft. Abgarus , the laft 
king of Edefla, was fent in chains to Rome , his 
dominions reduced into a province, and his capital 
dignified with the rank of colony ; and thus the 
Romans , about ten years before the fall of the 
Parthian'monarchy, obtained a firm and permanent 
«ftablifhment beyond the Euphrates 4 *. 

Prudence as well as glory might have juftified 
a war on the fide of Artaxerxes , had his views 
been confined to the defence or the acquifition of 
an ufeful frontier. But the afnbitious Perfian openly 
avowed a far more extenflye defign of conqueft; 
and he thought himfelf able to fupport his lofty 


\ 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 277 


prctenfions by the arms of reafon as well as by chap. 

tliofe of power. Cyrus, he alleged, had firft vm. 

fubdued , and his fuccelTors had for a long time 

poffeffed, the whole extent of Afia, as far as the 

Propontis and the £g?ean Sea; the provinces of 

Caria and Ionia , under their empire, had been 

governed by Perfian fatrnps, and all Egypt, to 

the confines of /Ethiopia, had acknowledged their 

fovcreignty * 7 . Their rights had been fufpended , 

but not deftroyed, by a long ufurpation ; and as 

foon as he received the Perfian diadem , which 

birth and fuccefsful valour had placed upon his 

head , the firft great duty of his Ration called 

upon him to reftore the ancient limits and fplendour 

of the monarchy. The Great King, therefore, 

(fuch was the haughty ftyle of his emballies to 
the emperor Alexander ) commanded the Romans 
inftantly to depart from all the provinces of his 
anceftors , and , yielding to the Perfians the empire 
of Afia, to content themfelves with the undiflurbed 
pofleflion of Europe. This haughty mandate was 
delivered by four hundred of the tailed and moft 
beautiful of the Perfians; who, by their fine 
horfes , fplendid arms and rich apparel, difplayed 
the pride and greatnef; of their matter 4 *. Such an 
embafly was much lefs an offer of negociation 
than a declaration of war. Both Alexander Severus 
and Artaxerxes , collecting the military force of 
the Roman and Perfian monarchies, refolved in 
this ) important conteft to lead their armies in 
perfon. 
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If we credit what fhould feem the mod authentic 
of all records, an oration, dill extant, and delivered 
by the emperor himfelf to the fenate, we mud 
allow that the vidory of Alexander Severus was 
not inferior to anyofthofe formerly obtained over 
the Perfians by the fon of Philip. The army of 
the Great King confided of one hundred and 
twenty thoufand horfe, clothed in complete armour 
of deel; of feven hundred elephants, with towers 
filled with archers on their backs, and of eighteen 
hundred chariots, armed with feythes. This formi- 
dable hod, the like of which is not to be found 
in eadern hidory and had fcarcely been imagined 
in eadern romance ”, was difeomfited in a great 
battle, in which the Roman Alexander approved 
himfelf an intrepid foldier and a fkilful general. 
The Great King fled before his valour; an immenfe 
booty, and the conqued of Mefopotamia, were 
the immediate fruits of this fignal vidory. Such 
are the circumdances of this odentatious and 
improbable relation , didated as it too plainly 
appears , by the vanity of the monarch , adorned 
by the unblufhing fervility of his flatterers, and 
received without contradidion by a didant and 
obfequious fenate Far from being inclined to 
believe that the arms of Alexander obtained any 
memorable advantage over the Perfians, we are 
induced to fufped , that all this blaze of imaginary 
glory was defigned to conceal fome real dilgracp. 
Our fufpicions are confirmed by the authority 
of a contemporary hidorian , who mentions the 
virtues of Alexander with refped, and his faults 
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with candour. He defcribes the judicious plan < 
which had been formed for the conduCt of the 
war. Three Roman armies were deftined to 
invade Perfia at the fame time, and by different 
roads. But the operations of the campaign, though 
wifely concerted, were not executed, either with 
ability or fuccefs. The firft of thefe armies, as 
foon as it had entered the marlhy plains of 
Babylon, towards the artificial conflux of the Euphra- 
tes and the Tigris 5 ’, wasencompafled by thefuperior 
numbers, and deftroyed by the arrows, of the 
enemy. The alliance ofChofroes king of Armenia",, 
and the long traCl of mountainous country, in 
which the Perfian cavalry was of little fervice, 
opened a fecure entrance into the heart of Media, 
to the fecond of the Roman armies. Thefe brave 
troops laid wafte the adjacent provinces , and by 
feveral fuccefsful aCtions againft Artaxerxes, gave 
a faint colour to the emperor’s vanity. But the 
retreat of this victorious army was imprudent, or 
at leaft unfortunate. In repafling the mountains, 
great numbers of foldiers perilhed by the badnefs 
of the roads, and the feverity of the winter feafon. 

It had been refolved, that whilft thefe two great 
detachments penetrated into the oppofitc extremes 
of the Perfian dominions, the main body, under 
the command of Alexander himfelf , fhould fupport 
their attack, by invading the centre of the 
kingdom. But the unex'perienccd youth , influenced 
by his mother’s counfels, and perhaps by his own 
fears , deferted the braved; troops and the faireft 
profpeCt of victory; and after confirming in 
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chap. Mefopotamia an inactive and inglorious fummer, 
VIII. lie led back to Antioch an army diminiflied by 
ficknefs, and provoked by difappointment. The 
behaviour of Artaxerxes had been very different. 
Flying with rapidity from the hills of Media to 
the marlhes of the Euphrates, he had every where 
oppofed the invaders in perfon; and in either 
fortune, had united with the ableft conduct the 
mod undaunted resolution. But in feveral obftinate 
engagements againft the veteran legions of Rome, 
the Perfian monarch had loft the flowerof his troops. 
Even his vidtories had weakened his power. The 
favourable opportunities of the abfence of Alexander, 
and of the confufions that followed that emperor’s 
death, prefented themfelves in vain to his ambition. 
Inftead of expelling the Romans, as he pretended, 
from the continent of Afia, he found himfelf 
unable to wreftfrom their hands the little province 
of Mefopotamia 

Character The reign of Artaxerxes , which from the laft 
Ar defeat Parthians lafted only fourteen years, 

taxerxes. forms a memorable sera in the hiftory of the Eaft, 
a. n. *4o. an£ j even i n th a t of Rome. His character feems 
to have been marked by thofe bold and com- 
manding features, that generally diftinguifh the 
princes who conquer, from thofe who inherit, an 
empire. Till the laft period of the Perfian mo- 
narchy, his code of laws was refpedled as the 
ground-work of their civil and religious policy ”. 
Several of his fayings are preferved. One of them 
in particular difeovers a deep infight into the 
conftitution of government. “ The authority of 
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<c the prince , ” faid Artaxerxes, cc mud be 
“ defended by a military force ; that force can only 
w be maintained by taxes; all taxes mull, at lall, 
K fall upon agriculture; and agriculture can 
* never flourilh except under the protection 
K of juftice and moderation ” Artaxerxes 
bequeathed his new empire, and his ambitious 
defigns againft the Romans, to Sapor, a fon 
not unworthy of his great father; but thofe 
defigns were too extenfive for the power of Per- 
fia and ferved only to involve both nations in a 
long feries of deftrudtive wars and reciprocal ca- 
lamities. 

The Perfians, long fince civilized and corrupt- 
ed, were very far from polTelling the martial in- 
dependence, and the intrepid hardiqefs, both of 
mind and body, which have rendered the north- 
ern barbarians mailers of the world. The fcience 
of war , that conllituted the more rational force 
of Greece and Rome, as it now does of Europe, 
never made any confiderable progrefs in the Eaft. 
Thofe difeiplined evolutions which harmonize 
and animate a confufed multitude, were unknown 
to the Perfians. They were equally unfkilled in 
the arts of conllruding, befieging, or defending 
regular fortifications. They trailed more to their 
numbers than to their courage; more to their 
courage than to their difeipline. The infantry 
■was a half-armed fpiritlefs crowd of peafants, 
levied in halle by the allurements of plunder , 
and as eafily difperfed by a vidory as by a 
defeat. The monarch and his nobles tranfported 
ifito the camp the pride and luxury of the fcraglio. 

* / 
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Their military operations were impeded by an 
ufelefs train of women, eunuchs, horfes, and 
camels, and in the midft of a fuccefsful cam- 
paign , the Perfian hoft was often feparated or 
deftroyed by an unexpedted ' famine 

But the nobles of Perfia, in the bofom of lux- 
ury and defpotifm , preferved a ftrong fenfe of 
perfonal gallantry and national honour. From 
the age of feven years they were taught to fpeak 
truth, to Ihoot with the bow, and to ride; and it 
was univerfally confeffed , that in the two laft of 
thefe arts, they had made a more than common 
proficiency tr . The moft diftinguilhed youth 
were educated under the monarch’s eye , practifed 
their exercifes in the gate of his palace, and were 
feverely trained up to the babits of temperance 
and obedience, in their long and laborious par- 
ties of hunting. In every province, the fatrap 
maintained a like fchool of military virtue. The 
Perfian nobles (fo natural is the idea of feudal 
tenures) received from the king’s bounty lands * 
and houfes, on the condition of their fervice in 
war. They were ready on the firfl fummons to 
mount on horfeback, with a martial and fplendid 
train of followers, and to join the numerous bo- 
dies of guards, who were carefully feledted from 
among the moft robuft flaves, and the braveft 
adventurers of Afia. Thefe armies , both of light 
and of heavy cavalry , equally formidable by the 
impetuofity of their charge, and the rapidity of 
their motions, threatened , as an impending cloud, 
the eaftcrn provinces of the declining empire of 
Rome’;. ’ ' * 
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CHAP. IX. 

The State of Germany till the Invajion of the bar - 
b arians , hi the Time of the Emperor Decins. 

THE government and religion of Perfia have c H A 
deferved fome notice from their connexion with 1Jt 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire. We 
fhall occafionally mention the Scythian , or 
Sarmatian tribes , which , with their arms and 
horfes , their flocks and herds, their wives and 
families , wandered over the immenfe plains which 
fpread themfelves from the Cafpian Sea to the 
Viftula, from the confines of Perfia to thofe of 
Germany. Hut the warlike Germans , who firft 
refilled, then invaded, and at length overturned, 
the weftern monarchy of Rome, will occupy a 
much more important place in this hillory , and 
poflefs a ftronger, and , if we may ufe the expreC 
fion, a more domeftic , claim to our attention 
and regard. The moll -civilized nations of mo- 
dern Europe ilfued from the woods of Germany, 
and in the rude inllitutions of thofe barbarians 
we may Hill dillinguilh the original principles o£ 
our prefent laws and manners. In their primi- 
tive Hate of fimplicity and independence , the 
Germans were furveyed by the difcerning eye, 
and delineated by the mallerly pencil, of Tacitus, 
the firll of hiflorians who applied the fcience of 
philofophy to the lludy of fads. The expreflive 
concifenefs of his defcriptions has deferved td 
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cxercifc the diligence of innumerable antiquarians, 
and to excite the genius and penetration of the 
philofophic hiftorians of our own times. The 
fubjeft, however various and important, has al- 
ready been fo frequently, fo ably, and fo fuccefs- 
fully difcufled, that it is now grown familiar to 
the reader , and difficult to the writer. W e fhall 
therefore content ourfelves with obferving, and 
indeed with repeating, fome of the mod import- 
ant circumftances of climate, of manners , and 
of inftitutions , which rendered the wild barba- 
rians of Germany fuch formidable enemies to the 
Roman power. 

Ancient Germany, excluding from its independent 
limits the province weftward of the Rhine , which 
had fubmitted to the Roman yoke, extended itfelf 
over a third part of Europe. Almoft the whole of 
modern Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Livonia, Pruffia, and the greater part of 
Poland, were peopled by the various tribes of one 
great nation, whole complexion, manners, and 
language denoted a common origin, andpreferved 
a 'ftrikiug refemblance. On the weft , ancient 
Germany was divided by the Rhine from the Gallic, 
and on the fouth , by the Danube , from the Illyrian 
provinces of the empire. A ridge of hills, rifing 
from the Danube , and called the Carpathian 
Mountains, covered Germany on the fide of Dacia 
or Hungary. The eaftern frontier was faintly 
marked by the mutual fears of the Germans and 
the Sarmatians , and was often confounded by the 
mixture of warring and confederating tribes of the 
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two nations. In the remote darknefs of the north, 
the ancients imperfedtly defcried a frozen ocean that 
Jay beyond the Baltic Sea , and beyond the Penin* 
fula , or iflands * of Scandinavia. 

Some ingenious writers 1 have fufpe&ed that 
Europe was much colder formerly than it is at 
prefent; and the moll ancient defcriptions of the 
climate of Germany tend exceedingly to confirm 
their theory. The general complaints of intenfe 
froffc , and eternal winter , are perhaps little to be 
regarded, fincewe have no method of reducing to 
the accurate ftandard of the thermometer , the 
feelings, or the expreffions of an orator, born in 
the happier regions of Greece or Afia. But I fhall 
feled: two remarkable circumftances of a lefs 

equivocal nature. 1. The great rivers which covered 
the Roman provinces, the Rhine and the Danube, 
were frequently frozen over, and capable of fup- 
porting the molt enormous weights. The barbarians , 
who often chofe that fevere feafon for their inroads , 
tranfported , without apprehenfion or danger, their 
numerous armies, their cavalry, and their heavy 
waggons , over a vaft and folid bridge of ice *. 
Modern ages have not prefentedaninftance of a like 
phaenomenon. 2. The rein deer, that ufeful animal, 
from whom the favage of the North derives the beft 
comforts of his dreary life , is of a conftitution that 
fupports, and even requires, the moft intenfe cold. 
He is found on the rock of Spizberg, within ten 
degrees of the Pole, he feems to delight in the 
fnows of Lapland and Siberia ; but at prefent he 
cannot fubfift, much lefs multiply, in any country 
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to the fouth of the Baltic 4 . In the time of Cacfar, 
the rein deer, as well as the elk, and the wild 
bull , was a native of the Hercynian foreft, which 
then overlhadowed a great part of Germany and 
Poland \ The modern improvements fufficiently 
explain the caufes of the diminution of the cold. 
Thefeimmenfe woods have been gradually cleared, 
which intercepted from the earth the rays of the 
fun*. The morafles have been drained, and, in 
proportion as the foil has been cultivated , the air 
lias become more temperate. Canada , at this 
day , is an exadt pi&ure of ancient Germany. 
Although fituated in the fame parallel with the 
fineft provinces of France and England , that 
country experiences the moft rigorous cold. The 
rein deer are very numerous , the ground is co- 
vered with deep and lafting fnow , and the great 
river of St Lawrence is regularly frozen , in a fea- 
fon when the waters of the Seine and the Thames are 
ufually free from ice 7 . 

It is difficult to afeertain , and eafy to exagge- 
rate , the influence of the climate of ancient Ger- 
many over the minds and bodies of the natives. 
Many writers have fuppofed , and moft have al- 
lowed, though, as it fliould feem, without any 
adequate proof, that the rigorous cold of the 
North was favourable to long life and generative 
vigour, that the women -were more fruitful, and 
the human fpecies more prolific , than in warmer 
or more temperate climates*. We may aflert, 
with greater confidence , that the keen air of Ger- 
many formed the large and mafeuline limbs of 


* 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 287 

the natives, who were, in general , of a more lofty 
ftature than the people of the South * , gave them 
a kind of ftrength better adapted to violent exer- 
tions than to patient labour, and infpired them 
with conftitutional bravery , which is the refult of 
nerves and fpirits. The feverity of a winter cam- 
paign , that chilled the courage of the Roman 
troops , was fcarcely felt by thefe hardy children 
of the North'*, who in their turn , were unable 
to refill the fummer. heats , and dilfolved away in 
languor and ficknefs under the beams of an Ita- 
lian fun 

There is not any where upon the globe, a large 
tract of country, which we have.difcovered defti- 
tute of inhabitants, or whofe firll population can 
be fixed with any degree of hillorical certainty. 
And yet , as the moll philofophic minds can feldom 
refrain from invelligating the infancy of great nations, 
our curiofity confumes itfelf in toilfome and difap- 
pointed efforts. When Tacitus confidered the purity 
of the German blood, and the forbidding afpedtof the 
country , he was difpofed to pronounce thofe bar- 
barians Indigtrut , or natives of the foil. We may 
allow with fafety, and perhaps with truth , that 
ancient Germany was not originally peopled by any 
foreign colonies , already formed into a political 
fociety"; but that the name and nation received 
their exiftence from the gradual union of fome wan- 
dering favages of the Hercynian woods. To alferc 
thofe favages to have been the fpontaneous produc- 
tion of the earth which they inhabited , would be a 
ralh inference, condemned by religion ^ and un- 
warranted by rcafon, 
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chap. Such rational doubt is but ill-fuited with the 
ix. genius of popular vanity. Among the nations 
Failles and w ho i iave adopted the Mofaic hiftory of the world , 
tures. the ark of Noah had been of the fame ufe , as was 
formerly to the Greeks* and Romans the fiege of 
Troy. On a narrow bafis of acknowledged truth, 
art immenfe but rude fuperftruCture of fable has 
been ereCted; and the wild Irilhman ,, ; as well 
as the wild Tartar 14 , could point out the indivi- 
dual fen of Japhet, from whofe loins his anceftors 
were lineally defeended. The laft century abound- 
ed with antiquarians of profound learning and 
eafy faith , who , by the dim light of legends and 
traditions , of conjectures and etymologies , con- 
ducted the great grandchildren of Noah from the 
Tower of Babel to the extremities of the globe. 
Of thefe judicious critics, one of the mod enter- 
taining was Olaus Rudbeck , profcfTor in the uni- 
verfity of Upfal **. Whatever is celebrated either 
in hiftory or fable , this zealous patriot aferibes to 
his country. From Sweden (which formed fo 
confiderable apart of ancient Germany ) the Greeks 
themfelves derived their alphabetical characters, 
their aftronomy, and their religion. Of that delightful 
region (for fuch it appeared to the eyes of a native) 
theAtlantis of Plato, the country of theHyperboreans, 
the gardens of theHefperides, the Fortunate Iflands, 
and even the Elyfian Fields, were all but faint and 
imperfeCl tranferipts. A clime fo profufely favoured 
by Nature, could not long remain defert after the 
flood. The learned Rudbeck allows the family of 
Noah a fe\y years tp multiply from eight to about 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand perfons. He then difperfes them c H K r, 
into fmall colonies to replenifii the earth , and to lx ‘ 
propagate the human fpecies. 1 he German or 
Swedilh detachment ( which marched , if 1 am not 
miffcaken, under the command of Alkenaz the fon 
of Gomer , the fon of Japhet) diflinguilhed itfelf 
by a ti)ore than common diligence in the profe- 
cution of this great work. The northern hive 
call its fwarms over the greateft parr, of Europe, • 

A I rica, and Afia; and (to ufe the author’s meta- 
phor ) the blood circulated from the extremities 
to the heart. 

But all this well -laboured fyllem of German The c.»t- 
antiquities is annihilated by a fingle (act , too well 
attefted to admit of any doubt , and of too deci- Utursi 
Jive a nature to leave room for any reply. The 
Germans , in the age of Tacitus , were unac- 
quainted with the ufe of letters 1 '; and the ufe of 
letters is the principal circumffance that diftin- 
guifhes a civilized people from a herd of faVages 
incapable of knowledge or refk&ion. Without 
that artificial help, the human memory foon dilfi- 
pates or corrupts the ideas intrufted to her charge; 
and the nobler faculties of the mind, no longer 
fupplied with models or with materials, gradually 
forget their powers ; the judgment becomes feeble 
and lethargic, the imagination languid or irregular. 

Fully to apprehend thi* important truth , let us 
attempt , in an improved fociety , to calculate the 
immenfe diltance between the man of learningand 
the illiterate peafant. The former, by reading and 
reflection, multiplies his own experience, and live# 
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in diftant a'gcs and remote countries ; whilft the 
latter , rooted to a fingle fpot , and confined to a 
few years of exiftence, furpalfes, but very little , his 
fellow-labourer the ox in the exercife of his mental 
faculties. The fame , and even a greater , difference 
will be found between nations than between indivi- 
duals ; and we may fafely pronounce , that without 
fome fpecies of writing, no people has ever preferved 
the faithful annals of their hiftory, ever made any 
confiderable progrefs in the abftradfciences , or ever 
pofleffed , in any tolerable degree of perfection, the 
ufeful and agreeable arts of life. 

Of thefearts, the ancient Germans were wretchedly 
deflitute. They palled their lives in a ftate of ignorance 
and poverty, which it has pleafed fome declaimers to 
dignify with the appellation of virtuous fimplicity. 
Modern Germany is faid to contain about two 
thoufand three hundred walled towns ,T . In a much 
wider extent of country, the geographer Ptolemy 
could difcover no more than ninety places , which 
he decorates with the name of cities**; though, 
according to our ideas , they would but ill deferve 
that fplendid title. We can only fuppofe them to 
have been rude fortifications , ’conftruded in the 
centre of the woods , and defigned to fecure the 
women, children, and cattle, whilft the warriors 
of the tribe marched out to repel afudden invafion **. 
But Tacitus alferts , as a well-known fad, that 
the Germans, in his time, had no cities**; and 
thatr they affeded to defpife the works of Roman 
induftry, as places of confinement rather than of 
fccurity 2I . Their edifices were not even contiguous, 
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Or formed into regular villas’ 1 ; each barbarian chap. 
fixed his independent dwelling on the fpot to which ix. 
a plain, a wood, or a ftream of frelh water, had 
induced him to give the preference. Neither Hone, 
nor brick , nor tiles, were employed in thefe flight 
habitations”. They were indeed no more than low 
huts of a circular figure, built of rough timber, 
thatched with ftraw , and pierced at the top to 
leave a free pafl'age for the fmoke. In the mod 
inclement winter, the hardy German was fatisfied 
with a fcanty garment made of the fkin of fome 
animal. The nations who dwelt towards the North, 
clothed themfelves in furs ; and the women 
manufactured for their own ufe a coarfe kind of 
linen”. The game of various forts, with which 
the forefls of Germany were plentifully flocked, 
fupplied its inhabitants with food and exercife ”, 

Their monftrous herds of cattle, lefs remarkable 
indeed for their beauty than for their utility”, 
formed the principal object of their wealth. A fmall 
quantity of corn was the only produce exaded 
from the earth : the ufe of orchards or artificial 
meadows was unknown to the Germans; nor can 
we expeCt any improvements in agriculture from a 
people , whofe property every year experienced a 
general change by a new divifion of the arable 
lands, and who, in that ftrange operation , avoided 
difputes, by fuffering a great part of their territory 
to lie wade and without tillage 

Gold, filver, and iron, were extremely fcarce an< j t he 
in Germany. Its barbarous inhabitants wanted ufe ot >»*■ 
both fkill and patience to invedigate thofe rich u!s- 
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r. veins of filver, which have fo liberally rewarded 
the attention of the princes of Brunfwick and 
Saxony. Sweden, which now fupplies Europe with 
iron , was equally ignorant of its own riches ; and 
the appearance of the arms of the Germans furniflied 
a futficient proof how little iron they were able to 
bellow on what they mull have deemed the nobleft 
life of that metal. The various tranfaCtions of peace 
and war had introduced fome Roman coins (chiefly 
filver) among the borderers of the Rhine and Danube; 
but the more diftant tribes were abfolutely unac- 
quainted with the ufe of money, carried on their 
confined traffic by the exchange of commodities, 
and prized their rude earthen veflels as of equal 
value with the filver vafes, the prefeiits of Rome 
to their princes and ambalfadors **. To a mind 
capable of reflection , fuch leading faCts convey 
more inltruCtion, than a tedious detail of fubordinate 
circumftances. The value of money has been fettled 
by general confent to exprefs our wants and our 
property; as letters were invented to exprefs our 
ideas; and both thefe inllitutions, by giving a 
more aCtive energy to the powers and pallions of 
human nature, have contributed to'multiply the 
objects they were defigned to reprefent. The life 
of gold and filver is in a great meafure factitious; 
but it would be impoflible to enumerate the 
important and various ferviccs which agriculture, 
and all the arts, have received from iron, when 
tempered and fafhioned by th» operation of fire, 
and the dexterous hand of man. Money , in a 
word, is the molt univerfal incitement, iron the 
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mod powerful inftrument , of human induftry ; 1 
and it is very difficult to conceive by what means 
a people, neither aduated by the one, nor fecondcd 
by the other , could emerge from the groffeft 
barbarifm 1 *. 

If we contemplate a favage nation in any part 
of the globe, a fupine indolence and a careleflhefs 
of futurity will be found to conffitute their general 
character. In a civilized ftate, every faculty of man 
is expanded and exercifed ; and the great chain of 
mutual dependence connedts and embraces the 
feveral members of fociety. The mod numerous 
portion of it is employed in conffant and ufeful 
labour. The feled few , placed by fortune above 
that necellity , can, however, fill up their time 
by the purfuits of interefl or glory , by the 
improvement of their eftate or of their underftand- 
ing, by the duties, the pleafures , and even the 
follies of focial life. The Germans were not pofTeffed 
o£ thefe varied refources. The care of the houfe 
and family, the management of the land and cattle, 
were delegated to the old and the infirm , to 
women and fiaves. The lazy warrior, deftitute 
of every art that might employ his leifure hours, 
confumed his days and nights in the animal 
gratifications of fieep and food. And yet, by a 
wonderful diverfity of Nature ( according to the 
remark of a writer who had pierced into its darkeft 
recedes ) , the fame barbarians are by turns the 
moft indolent and the moft reftlcfs of mankind 
They delight in floth , they deteft tranquillity *\ 
The languid foul, oppreffed with its own weight, 
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anxioufly required fome new and powerful fcnfation ; 
and war and danger were the only amufements 
adequate to its fierce temper. The found that 
fummoned the German to arms was grateful to 
his ear. It roufed him from his uncomfortable 
lethargy , gave him an adive purfuit , and , by 
flrong exercife of the body, and violent emotions 
of the mind , reftored him to a more lively fenfe 
of his exiftence. In the dull intervals of peace , 
thefe barbarians were immoderately addided to 
deep gaming and exceflive drinking; both of which, 
by different means , the one by inflaming their 
paflions, the other by extinguifhing their reafon , 
alike relieved them from the pain of thinking. 
They gloried in paffing whole days and nights at 
table ; and the blood of friends and relations often 
ftained their numerous and drunken affemblies *\ 
Their debts of honour ( for in that light they have 
tranfmitted to us thofe of play ) they difeharged 
with the raoft romantic fidelity. The defperate 
gamefter, who had flaked his perfon and liberty 
on a laft throw of the dice, patiently fubmittecl 
to the deciflon of fortune , and fuffered himfelf to 
be bound , chaftifed , and fold into remote flavery, 
by his weaker but more lucky antagonift *\ 

Strong beer, a liquor extracted with very little 
art from wheat or barley , and corrupted ( as it is 
ftrongly expreffed by Tacitus) into a certain 
femblance of wine, was fufficient for the grofs 
purpofes of German debauchery. But thofe who 
had tafted the rich wines of Italy, and afterwards 
of Gaul, fighed for that more delicious fpecies of 
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intoxication. They attempted not, however (as c h a p. 
has fince been executed with fo much fuccefs) , ix. 
to naturalize the vine on the banks of the Rhine 
and Danube; nor did they endeavour to procure by 
indultry the materials of an advantageous commerce. 

To folicit by labour what might be ravilhed by 
arms, was elteemed unworthy of the German 
fpirit **. The intemperate third of Itrong liquors 
often urged the barbarians to invade the provinces 
on which art or nature had bellowed thofe much 
envied prefents. The Tufcan who betrayed his 
country to the Celtic nations, attracted them into 
Italy by the profpedt of the rich fruits and delicious 
wines, the productions of an happier climate s \ 

And in the fame manner the German auxiliaries, 
invited into France during the civil wars of the 
fixtcenth century , were allured by the promife of 
plenteous quarters in the provinces of Cham- 
pagne and Burgundy ” Drunken nets , the molt, 
illiberal, but not the molt dangerous of our vices, 
was fometimes capable , in a lets civilized (late of 
mankind , of occafionjng a battle , a war or a 
revolution. 

The climate of ancient Germany has been mol- Stat( . 
lifted, and the foil fertilized, by the labour of p^puia- 
ten centuries from the time of Charlemagne. tl> “' 

The fame extent of ground which atprefent main- 
tains, in eafe and plenty, a million of hufband- 
men and artificers , was unable to lupply an hundred 
thoufand lazy warriors with the fimple neceffaries 
of life The Germans abandoned their immenfe 
forelts to the exercife of hunting, employed in 
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Cusp, pafturage the mod confiderable part of their lands, 

jx. beftowed on the fmall remainder a rude and earelefs 

cultivation, and then accufed the fcantinefs and 

fterility of a country that refilled to maintain the 

multitude of its inhabitants. When the return of 

famine feverely admonilbed them of the importance 

of the arts, the national diftrefs was fometimes 
. . . » 
alleviated by the emigration of a third, perhaps, 

of a fourth part of their youth ,7 . The poffeflion 

and the enjoyment of property are the pledges which 

bind a civilized people to an improved country. 

But the Germans, who carried with them what 

they mod valued, their arras, their cattle, and 

their women, cheerfully abandoned the vaftfilence 

of their woods for the unbounded hopes of plunder 

'Slid conqueft. The innumerable fwarms that 

ifiired , orfeemed to iflue , from the great ftorehoufe 

of nations, were multiplied by the fears of the 

vanquifhed , and by the credulity offucceeding ages- 

And from facts thus exaggerated, an opinion was 

gradually eftablifhed, and has been fupported by 

writers of diftinguilhed reputation, that, in the 

age of Gicfar and Tacitus , the inhabitants of the 

North were far more numerous than they are in 

our days **. A more ferious inquiry into the 

caufes of population , feems to have convinced 

modern philofophers of the falfehood , and indeed 

the impoflibility , of the fuppofition. To the 

names of Mariana and of Machiavel **, we can 

oppofe the equal names of Robertfon and 

Hume **. 

Herman A warlike nation like the Germans , without 

freedom. 
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either cities , letters , arts , or money found fome c 
compenfation for this favage ftate in the enjoy- 
ment of liberty. Their poverty fecured their 
freedom, fince our defircs and our polfeflions are 
the ftrongeft fetters of defpotifm. “ Among the 
“ Suiones (fays Tacitus), riches are held in 
“ honour. They are therefore fubjedt to an ab- 
“ folute monarch, who, inftead of intrufting his 
“ people with the free ufe of arms , as is pradfifed 
tc in the reft of Germany, commits them to the 
“ fafe cuftody not of a citizen, or even of a 
“ freedman, but of a flave. The neighbours of the 
“ Suiones , the Sitones , are funk even below 
“ fervitude ; they obey a woman 4I . ” In the 
mention of thefe exceptions , the great hiftorian 
fufficiently acknowledges the general theory of 
government. We are only at a lofs to conceive 
by what means riches and defpotifm could pene- 
trate into a remote corner of the North , and 
extinguish the generous flame that blazed with 
fuch fiercenefs on the frontier of the Roman 
provinces: or how the anceftors of thofe Danes 
and Norwegians, fo diftinguifhed in latter ages • 
by their unconquered Spirit, could thus tamely rc- 
fign the great charadter of German liberty 4 \ Some 
tribes , however , on the coaft of the Baltic , acknow- 
ledged the authority of kings , though without 
rejinquifhing the rights of men 4> ; but in the far 
greater part of Germany the form of government 
was a democracy, tempered indeed, and controlled, 
not fo much by general and pofitive laws , as by the 
occafional afeendant of birth or valour , of eloquence 
or fuperftition 4 \ 
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Civil governments, in their firft inftitutions , are 
voluntary alTociations for mutual defence. To 
obtain the defired end it is abfolutely neceflary , 
that each individual fhould conceive himfelf 
obliged to fubmit his private opinion and acftions , 
to the judgment of the greater number of his 
affociates. The German tribes were contented 
with this rude but liberal outline of political 
fociety. As foon as a youth , born of free parents, 
had attained the age of manhood , he was intro- 
duced into the general council of his countrymen , 
folemnly inverted with a fliield and fpear, and 
adopted as an equal and worthy member of the 
military commonwealth. The aflembly of the 
warriors of the tribe was convened at ftated 
feafons , or on fudden emergencies. The trial 
of public offences , the eledtion of magiftrates, 
and the great bufinefs of peace and war, were 
determined by its independent voice. Sometimes, 
indeed, thefe important queftiohs were previoufly 
confidered , and prepared in a more feledt council 
of the principal chieftains 4 '. The magiftrates 
might deliberate and perfuade, the people only 
could refolve and execute; and the refolutions of 
the Germans were for the moft part hafty and 
violent. Barbarians accuftomed to place their 
freedom in gratifying the prefent paffion , and 
their courage in overlooking all future confequences, 
turned away with indignant contempt from the 
remonftrances of juftice and policy , and it was 
the practice to fignify by a hollow murmur, their 
diflikc of fuch timid counfels. But whenever a 
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more popular orator- propofed to vindicate the 
meaneft citizen from either foreign or domeflic 
injury , whenever he called upon his fellow- 
sountrymen to affert the national honour , or to 
purfue fome enterprife full of danger and glory , 
a loud clalhing of fhields and fpears fcxpreffed 
the eager applaufe of the afTembly. For the 
' Germans always met in arms , and it was 
conftantly to be dreaded , left an irregular 
multitude , inflamed with faction and ftrong 
liquors , fliould ufe thofe arms to enforce , as 
well as to declare , their furious refolves. We 
may recoiled how often the diets of Poland have 
been polluted with blood, and the more numerous 
party has been compelled to yield to the more 
violent andjfeditious’*. 

A general of the tribe was eleded on occafions 
of danger ; and , if the danger was prefling and 
extenfive , foveral tribes concurred in the choice 
of the fame general. The braved warrior was 
named to lead his countrymen into the field, 
by his example rather than by his commands. 
But this power, however limited, was ftill invi- 
dious. It expired with the war , and in time of 
peace the German tribes acknowledged not any 
fupreme chief ’ 7 . Princes were , however , ap- 
pointed , in the general afTembly , to adminifter 
juftice, or rather to compofe differences’*, in 
their refpedive diftrids. In the choice of thefe 
magiftrates , as much regard was fhewn to birth 
as to merit 4 *. To each was afligned, by the 
public , a guard , and a council of an hundred 
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pcrfons ; and the firft of the princes appears to 
have en|oyed a pre eminence of rank and honour 
which fometimes tempted the Romans to com- 
pliment him with the regal title 5 ’. 

The comparative view of the powers of the 
magiftrates , in two remarkable indances, is alone 
fufficient to reprefent the whole fyftem of German 
manners. The difpofal of the landed property 
within their diftricl, was abfolutely verted in their 
hands , and they diftributed it every year according 
to a new divifion 5I . At the fame time they were not 
authorized to punilh with death, to imprifon,or even 
to ftrike, a private citizen ”. A people thus jealous 
of their perfons , and carelefs of their pofTeflions, 
muft have been totally deftitute of indullry and 
the arts, but animated with a high fenfe of honour 
and independence. 

The Germans refpetrted only thofe duties which 
they impofed on themfelves. The moft obfenre 
foldier refilled with difdain the authority of the 
magiftrates. “The nobleft youths blulhed not to 
“ be numbered among the faithful companions of 
“ fome renowned chief, to whom they devoted 
“ their arms and fervice. A noble emulation 
<c prevailed among the companions to obtain the 
** firft place in the efteem of their chief ; amongft 
* the chiefs to acquire the greateft number of 
“ valiant companions. To be ever furrounded by 
“ a band of feledl youths , was the pride and 
tc ftreogth of the chiefs , their ornament in peace 
“ their defence in war. The glory of fuch diftinguifh- 
“ ed heroes diffufed itfelf beyond the narrow 
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“ limits of their own tribe. Prefents and embaffies c 
u folicited their friendlhip , and the fame of their 
“ arms often enfured victory to the party which 
<c they efpoufed. In the hour of danger it was 
tc fbameful for the chief to be furpalfed in valour 
<c by his companions ; lhameful for the companions 
w not to equal the valour of their chief. To furvive 
“ his fall in battle, was indelible infamy. To 
tc protect his perfon, and to adorn his glory with 
tc the trophies of their own exploits, were the 
“ molt facred of their duties. The chiefs combated 
“ for vidory , the companions for the chief. The 
w noblell warriors, whenever their native country 
“ was funk in the lazinefs of peace, maintained 
“ their numerous bands in fome diflant fcene of 
** adion, to exercife their reftlefs fpirit, and to 
<c acquire renown by voluntary dangers. Gifts 
ct worthy of foldiers, the warlike Heed, the 
1 “ bloody and ever vidorious lance , were the 
cc rewards which the companions claimed from 
<£ the liberality of their chief. The rude plenty of 
“ his hofpitable board was the only pay that he 
tc could bellow, or they would accept. War, 

“ rapine, and the free-will offerings of his friends, 

“ fupplied the materials of this munificence ” 
This inllitution , however it might accidentally 
weaken the feveral republics, invigorated the general 
charader of the Germains , and even ripened amongfl 
them all the virtues of which barbarians are fufcep- 
tible ; the faith and valour, the hofpitality and the 
courtefy , fo confpicuous long afterwards in the 
ages of chivalry. The honourable gifts, bellowed 
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by the chief on his brave companions, have been 
fuppofed , by an ingenious writer, to contain the 
firft rudiments of the fiefs, diftributed, after the 
conqueft of the Roman provinces, by the barbarian 
lords among their vafTals , with a fimilar duty of 
homage and military fervice' 4 . Thefe conditions 
are, however, very repugnant to the maxims of 
the ancient Germans, who delighted in mutual 
prefents; but without either impofing, or accepting 
the weight of obligations ”. 

w In the days of chivalry, or more properly of 
“ romance, all the men were brave, and all the 
“ women were chafte;” and notwithftanding the 
latter of thefe virtues is acquired and preferred 
with much more difficulty than the former, it is 
afcribed, almoft: without exception, to the wives 
of the ancient Germans. Polygamy was not in 
ufe, except among the princes, and among them 
only for the fake of multiplying their alliances. 
Divorces were prohibited by manners rather than 
by laws. Adulteries were punifhed as rare and 
inexpiable crimes; nor was fedudtion juflified by 
example and fafhion We may eafily difcover, 
that Tacitus indulges an honed pleafure in the 
contraft of barbarian virtue, with the difTolute 
conduct of the Roman ladies : yet there are fome 
ftriking circumftances that give an air of truth, or 
at lead of probability , to the conjugal faith and 
chadity of the Germans. 

Although the progrefs of civilization has undoubt- 
edly contributed to afluage the fiercer paffions of 
human nature , itfeems to have been lefs favourable 
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to the virtue of chadity, whofe mod dangerous c 
enemy is the foftnefs of the mind. The refinements 
of life corrupt while they polilh the intercourfe of 
the fexes. The grofs appetite of ^ove becomes 
mod dangerous when it is elevated, or rather, 
indeed , difguifed by fentimental pafiion. The 
elegance of drefs, of motion, and of manners, 
gives a ludre to beauty, and inflames the fenfes 
through the imagination. Luxurious entertainments, 
midnight dances, and licentious fpectacles, prefenc 
at once temptation and opportunity to female 
frailty ,7 . From fuch dangers the unpolifhed wiv es 
of the barbarians were fecured, by poverty, folitude, 
and the painful cares of a domedic life. The 
German huts, open, on every fide, to the eye 
of indifcretion or jealoufy, were abetter fafeguard 
of conjugal fidelity, than the walls, the bolts, 
and the eunuchs of a Perfian haram. To this reafon, 
another may be added of a more honourable nature. 
The Germans treated their women with efleem 
and confidence , confulted them on every occafion 
of importance, and fondly believed, that in their 
breads refided a fandlity and wifdom, more than 
human. Some of thefe interpreters of fate, fuch as 
Velleda, in the Batavian war, ^governed in the 
name of the deity, the fierced nations of Germany 5 '. 
The red of the fex, without being adored as goddeffes, 
were refpedted as the free and equal companions of 
foldiers; aflociated even by the marriage ceremony 
to a life of toil, of danger, and of glory”. In then- 
great invafions , the camps of the barbarians were 
filled with a multitude of women , who remained 
firm and undaunted amidfl the found of arms, the 
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chap, various forms of deftruCtion, and the honourable 
IX. wounds of their foils and hufbands ‘°. Fainting 
armies of Germans have more than once been driven 
back upon the enemy, by the generous defpair of 
the women , who dreaded death much lefs than 
fffrvitude. ‘ If the day was irrecoverably loft, 
they well knew how to deliver themfelves and 
their children , with their own hands, from an 
infulting victor “. Heroines of fuch a caft may 
claim our admiration ; but they were moft afiiiredly 
neither lovely , nor very fufceptible of love. Whilft 
they affeCted to emulate the ftern virtues of man , 
they muft have refigned that attractive foftnefs in 
which principally conftft the charm and weaknefs 
of woman. Confcious pride taught the German 
females to fupprefs every tender emotion that 
flood in competition with honour, and the firft 
honour of the fex has ever been that of chaftity. 
The fentiments and conduCt of thefe high-fpirited 
matrons may, at once, be confidered as a caufe, 
as an effeCi , and as a proof of the general character 
of the nation. Female courage , however it may 
be raifed by fanaticifm, or confirmed by habit, 
can be only a faint and imperfeCt imitation of the 
manly valour that diftinguilhes the age or country 
in which it may be found. 

Religion. The religious fyftem of the Germans (if ‘the 
wild opinions of favages can deferve that name ) 
was dictated by their wants, their fears, and 
their ignorance' 1 . They adored the great vifible 
objects and agents of nature, the Sun and the 
Moon, the Fire and the Earth; together with 
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thofe imaginary deities , who were fnppofed to 
prefide over the moll important occupations of 
.human life. They were perfuaded , that, byfome 
ridiculous arts of divination, they could difcover 
the will of the fuperior beings, and that human 
facrifices were the moll precious and acceptable 
offering to their altars. Some applaufe has been 
liaflily bellowed on the fublime notion , entertained 
by that people, of the Deity, whom they neither 
confined within the walls of a temple , nor reprefented 
by any human figure; but when we recoiled, that 
the Germans were unfkilled in architedure, and 
totally unacquainted with the art of fculpture , we 
fhall readily alfign the true reason of a fcruple , which 
arofe not fo much from a fuperiority of reafon , as 
from a want of ingenuity. The only temples in Ger- 
many were dark and ancient groves, confecrated 
by the reverence of fucceeding generations. Their 
fecret gloom , the imagined refidence of an invifible 
power; by prefenting no diftind objed of fear or 
worlhip, impreffed the mind with a ftill deeper 
fenfe of religious horror and the priefts, rude 
and illiterate as they were, had been taught by 
experience the ufe of every artifice that could pre- 
ferve and fortify impreftions fo well fuited to their 
own intereft. 

The fame ignorance , which renders barbarians 
incapable of conceiving or embracing the ufeful 
reftraints of laws , expofes the naked and unarmed 
to the blind terrors of fuperftition. The German . 
priefts, improving this favourable temper of their 
countrymen , had alfumed a jurifdidion , even in 
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P. temporal concerns , which the magiftrate could not 
venture to exercife ; and the haughty warrior patient- 
ly fubmitted to the lafh of corre&ion, when it was 
inflided , not by any human power, but by the 
immediate order of the god of war 6 \ The defeds of 
civil policy were fometimes fupplied by the interpo- 
fition of ecclcfiaftical authority. The latter was con- 
ftantly exerted to maintain lilence and decency in 
the popular afTemblies; and was fometimes ex- 
tended to a more enlarged concern for the na- 
tional welfare. A folemn procefTion was occa- 
fionally celebrated in the prefent countries of 
Mecklenburg and Pomerania. The unknown 
fymbol of the Earth, covered with a thick veil, 
was placed on a carriage drawn by cows; and in 
this manner the goddefs 4 whofe common reft- 
dence was in the ifle of Rugen , vifited feveral 
adjacent tribes of her worfhippers. During her 
progrefs, the found of war was huflied , quarrels 
were fufpendcd, arms laid afide , and the reftlefs 
Germans had an opportunity of tailing the blef- 
fings of pence and harmony ss , The truce of God , 
fo often and fo inefifedlually proclaimed by the 
•clergy of the eleventh century, was an obvious 
imitation of this ancient cuflom **. 

But the influence of religion was far more 
powerful to inflame , than to moderate, the fierce 
paflions of the Germans. Interefl and fanaticifm 
-often prompted its miniflcrs to fantflify the mod 
daring and the mofl unjufl enterprifes , by the 
approbation of Heaven, and full afliiranccs of 
ffuccefs. The confccrated flandards, long revered 
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in the groves of fuperflition , were placed in c H A P. 
the front of the battle * 7 ; and the hoftile army was jx. 
devoted with dire execrations to the gods of war and 
of thunder**. In the faith of foldiers (and fuch were 
the Germans) cowardice is the mod unpardonable 
of fins. A brave man was the worthy favourite of 
their martial deities ; the wretch , who had loft his 
fhield, was alike banilhed from the religious and 
the civil alfemblies of his countrymen. Some tribes 
of the north feem to have embraced the dodrine of 
tranfmigration *' , others imagined a grofs paradife 
of immortal drunkennefs 7 °. All agreed, that a 
life fpent in arms and a glorious death in battle 
were the bed preparations for a happy futurity , 
either in this or in another world. 

The immortality fo vainly promifed by the The bards, 
prieds , was, in fome degree, conferred by the 
bards. That fineular order of men has mod 
defervedly attraded the notice of all who have 
attempted to invedigate the antiquities of the 
Celts, the Scandinavians, and the Germans. 

Their genius and charader, as well as the rever- 
ence paid to that important office , have been 
fufficiently illudrated. But we cannot fo eafily 
exprefs , or even conceive, the enthufiafm of arms 
and glory, which they kindled in the bread of their 
audience. Among a polifhed people, a tade for 
poetry is rather an amufement of the fancy, than a 
paffion of the foul. And yet, when in calm retire, 
ment we perufe the combats deferibed by Homer 
orTafio, we are infenfibly feduced by the fidion, 
and feel a momentary glow of martial ardour. But 
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p. how faint, how cold is the fenfation which a 
peaceful mind can receive from folitary ftudy ! It 
was in the hour of battle, or in the feaft of vidtory, 
that the bards celebrated the glory of heroes of 
ancient days, the ancellors of thofe warlike chief- 
tains , who liftened with tranfport to their artlefs 
but animated ftrains. The view of arms and of 
danger heightened the effed of the military fong; 
and the pallions which it tended to excite, the 
defire of fame, and the contempt of death, were the 
habitual fentiments of a German mind r \ 

Such was the fituation , and fuch were the 
manners, of the ancient Germans. Their climate, 
their want of learning, of arts, and of laws, 
their notions of honour, of gallantry , and of 
religion , their fenfe of freedom , impatience of 
peace, and thirft of enterprife, all contributed to 
form a people of military heroes. And yet we 
find, that, during more than two hundred and 
fifty years that elapfed from the defeat of Varus 
to the reign of Decius , thel'e formidable barbarians 
made few confiderable attempts, and not any 
material impreffion on the luxurious and enflaved 
provinces of the empire. Their progrefs was 
checked by their want of arms and difcipline , and 
their fury was diverted by the intelline diviflons 
of ancient Germany. 

I. It has been obferved, with ingenuity, and 
not without truth, that the command of iron 
foon gives a nation the command of gold. But 
the rude tribes of Germany , alike deflicute of 
both thofe valuable metals , were reduced flowly 
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to acquire, by their unaflifled ftrength, the poffeflion 
of the one as well as the other. The face of a 
German army difplayed their poverty of iron. 
Swords, and the longer kind ot lances, they 
could feldom ufe. Their framed ( as they called 
them in their own language) were long fpears 
headed with a fharp but narrow iron point, and 
which , as occafion required , they either darted 
from a diftancc or puflied in clofe onfet. With 
this fpear , and with a fhield , their cavalry was 
contented. A multitude of darts, fcattered 71 with 
incredible force , were an additional rcfource of 
the infantry. Their military drefs , when they wore 
any , was nothing more than a loofe mantle. A 
variety of colours was the only ornament of their 
wooden or ofier fhields. Few of the chiefs were 
diftinguifhcd by cuiraffes, fcarcc any by helmets. 
Though the horfes of Germany were neither 
beautiful, fwift, nor pradlifed in the fkilful 
.evolutions of the Roman manage, fevcral of the 
nations obtained renown by their cavalry; but, 
in general, the principal ftrength of the Germans 
confifted in their infantry 71 , which was drawn 
up in fcvcral deep columns, according to the 
diftindtion of tribes and families. Impatient of 
fatigue or delay, thefc half-armed warriors rufhed 
to battle with diffonant fhouts and difordered 
ranks; and fometimes , by the effort of native 
valour, prevailed over the conftrained and more 
artificial bravery of the Roman mercenaries. But 
as the barbarians poured forth their whole fouls 
on the firft onfet, they knew not how to rally or 
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chap, to retire. A repulfe was a fare defeat; and a defeat 
ix. was moft commonly total deftrucftion. When we 
recoiled the complete armour of the Roman foldiers , 
their difcipline, exercifes, evolutions, fortified 
camps , and military engines , it appears a juft 
matter of furprife how the naked and unaffifted 
valour of the barbarians could dare to encounter 
in the field, the ftrength of the legions, and the 
various troops of the auxiliaries, which feconded 
their operations. The conteft was too unequal, 
till the introdudlion of luxury had enervated the 
vigour, and a fpirit of difobedience and {edition 
had relaxed the difcipline , of the Roman armies. 
The introdudlion of barbarian auxiliaries into thofe 
, armies , was a meafure attended with very obvious 
dangers , as it might gradually inftrudt the Germans 
in the arts of war and of policy. Although they 
were admitted in fmall numbers and with the 
flridleft precaution, the example of Civilis was 
proper to convince the Romans, that the danger 
was not imaginary, and that their precautions 
were not always fufficient 7 \ During the civil 
wars that followed the death of Nero , that artful 
and intrepid Batavian , whom his enemies conde- 
fcendedto compare with Hannibal and Sertorius 75 , 
formed a great defign of freedom and ambition, 
Eight Batavian cohorts , renowned in the wars 
of Britain and Italy, repaired to his ftandard. He 
introduced an army of Germans into Gaul, prevailed 
on the powerful cities of Treves and Langrcs to 
embrace his caufe , defeated the legions , deftroyed 
their fortified camps, and employed againft the 
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Romans the military knowledge which he had 
acquired in their fervice. When at length , after 
an obftinate ftruggle, he yielded to the power 
of the empire , Civilis fecured himfelf and his 
country by an honourable treaty. The Batavians 
ftill continued to occupy the iflands of the 
Rhine 7 ‘ , the allies not the fervants of the Roman 
monarchy. 

II. The ftrength of ancient Germany appears 
formidable, when we confider the effe&s that 
might have been produced by its united effort. 
The wide extent of country might very pofiibly 
contain a million of warriors, as all who were 
of an age to bear arms were of a temper to ufe them. 
$ut this fierce multitude, incapable of concerting 
or executing any plan of national greatnefs , was 
agitated by various and often hoflile intentions. 
Germany was divided into more than forty 
independent ftates; and even in each ftate the 
union of the feveral tribes was extremely loofe 
and precarious. The barbarians were cafily 
provoked; they knew not how to forgive an 
injury, much lefs an infult; their refentments 
were bloody and implacable. The cafual difputes 
that fo frequently happened in their tumultuous 
parties of hunting or drinking, were fufficient to 
inflame the minds of whole nations; the private 
feud of any confiderable chieftains diffufed itfelf 
among their followers and allies. To chaftife the 
infolent, or to plunder the defencelefs, were alike 
caufes of war. The mod formidable ftates of 
Germany affected to encompafs their territories 
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with a wide frontier of folitude and devaluation. 
The awful diftance preferved by their neighbours, 
attefted the terror of their arms , and in fome 
meafure defended them from the danger of uncx- 
peded incurfions ,7 . 

w The Bruderi (it is Tacitus who now fpeaks) 
“ were totally exterminated by the neighbouring 
c< tribes 7 * , provoked by their infoletice , allured 
** by the hopes of fpoil , and perhaps infpired by 
<c the tutelar deities of the empire. Above fixty 
K thoufand barbarians were deftroyed; not by 
w the Roman arms, but in our fight, and for 

our entertainment. IMay the nations , enemies 
“ of Rome, ever preferve this enmity to each 
“ other* We have now attained the utmoft verge 
ct of profperity 7t , and have nothing left to demand 
<( of Fortune, except the difeord of the barba- 
** rians'V’ Thefe fentiments, lefs worthy of the 
humanity than of the patriotifm of T acitus , exprefs 
the invariable maxims of the policy of his coun- 
trymen. They deemed it a much fafer expedient 
to divide than to combat the barbarians, from 
whofe defeat they could derive neither honour 
nor advantage. The money and negociations of 
Rome infinuated themfelves into the heart of 
Germany; and every art of fedudion was ufed 
with dignity, to conciliate thofe nations whom 
their proximity to the Rhine or Danube might 
render the mofk ufeful friends , as well as the mod 
troublefome enemies. Chiefs of renown and power 
were flattered by the moll trifling prefents , which 
they received either as marks of diftindion , or as 
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tlie inftruments of luxury. In civil diflenfions , 
the weaker fadtion endeavoured to ftrengthen its 
intercft by entering into fecret connexions with 
the governors of the frontier provinces. Every 
quarrel among the Germans was fomented by the 
intrigues of Rome; and every plan of union and 
public good was defeated by the ftronger bias of 
private jealoufy and intereft “. 

- The general confpiracy which terrified the 
Romans under the reign of Marcus Antoninus, 
comprehended almoft all the nations of Germany, 
and even Sarmatia, from the mouth of the Rhine 
to that of the Danube **. It is impoflible for us 
to determine whether this hafty confederation, was 
formed by necefiity , by reafon , or by paflfion ; 
b.ut we may reft allured, that the barbarians were 
neither allured by the indolence, nor provoked by 
the ambition, of the Roman monarch. This 
dangerous invafion required all the firmnefs and 
vigilance of Marcus. He fixed generals of ability 
in the feveral ftations of attack, and aflumed in 
perfon the condudl of the moft important province 
on the Upper Danube. After a long and doubtful 
conflidl, the fipirit of the barbarians was fubdued. 
The Quadi and the Marcomanni ** , who had 
taken the lead in the war, were the moft feverely 
punilhed in its cataftrophe. They were commanded 
to retire five miles *\ from their own banks of the 
Danube, and to deliver up the flower of the 
youth, who were immediately fent into Britain, 
a remote ifland , where they might be fecure as 
hoftages, and ufeful as foldiers **. On the frequent 
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rebellions of the Ouadi and Marcomanni , the 
irritated emperor refolved to reduce their country 
into the form of a province. His defigns were 
difappointcd by death. This formidable league, 
however, the only one that appears in the two 
firft centuries of the Imperial hiflory, was entirely 
diffipated, without leaving any traces behind in 
Germany. 

In the courfe of this introductory chapter, we 
have confined ourfelves to the general outlines of 
the manners of Germany, without attempting to 
deferibe or to diltinguilh the various tribes which 
filled that great country in the time of Csefar of 
Tacitus , or of Ptolemy. As the ancient, or as new 
tribes fuccefifively prefent themfelves in the feries of 
this hiflory , we Ihall concifely mention their origin, 
their fituation, and their particular character. Modern 
nations are fixed and permanent focieties , connected 
among themfelves by laws and government, bound 
to their native foil by arts and agriculture. The 
German tribes were voluntary and fluctuating 
alTociations offoldiers, almolt offavages. The fame 
territory often changed its inhabitants in the tide of 
conqueft and emigration. The fame communities, 
uniting in a plan of defence or invafion , bellowed 
a new title on their new confederacy. The dif- 
folution of an ancient confederacy reftored to the 
independent tribes their peculiar but long forgotten 
appellation. A victorious ftate often communicated 
its own name to a vanquilhed people. Sometimes 
crowds of volunteers flocked from all parts to the 
ftandard of a favourite leader; bis camp became 
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their country , and fome circumftance of the enter- 
prife foon gave a common denomination to the mixed 
multitude. Thediftindlionsof the ferocious invaders 
were perpetually varied by themfelves,*and con- 
founded by the afloniflied fubjects of the Roman 
empire **. 

Wars, and the adminiftration of public affairs, 
are the principal fubjedts of hiftory; but the 
number of perfons interefted in thefe bufy fccnes, 
is very different , according to the different con- 
dition of mankind. In great monarchies , millions 
of obedient fubjedts purfue their ufeful occupations 
in peace and obfeurity. The attention of the Writer, 
as well as of the Reader, is folely confined to a court , 
a capital, a regular army, and the diftricts which 
happen to be the occafional feene of military opera- 
tions. But a ftate of freedom and barbarifm , the 
fcafonof civil commotions, or the fituation of petty 
republics * 7 , raifes almoft every member of the 
community into adtion , and confequently into 
notice. The irregular divifions , and the reftlefs 
motions, of the people of Germany , dazzle our 
imagination , and feem to multiply their numbers. 
The profufe enumeration of kings and warriors, of 
armies and nations , inclines us to forget that the 
fame objedts are continually repeated under a variety 
of appellations, and that the mofl fplendid ap- 
pellations have been frequently lavifhed on the 
moft inconfiderable objedfs. 
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The Emperors Decius , G alius , Asmilianus , Valerian , 
and Gallienus. — The general Irruption of the Bar - 
bariaus. — The thirty Tyrants. 

F ROM the great fecular games celebrated by 
Philip, to the death of the emperor Gallienus, 
there elapfcd twenty years of flume and misfortune. 
During that calamitous period , every inftant of 
time was marked , every province of the Roman 
world was afflicted , by barbarous invaders and 
military tyrants, and the ruined empire feemed to 
approach the laft and fatal moment of its dilfolution. 
The confufion of the times , and the fcarcity of 
authentic memorials, oppofe equal difficulties to the 
hillorian, who attempts to preferve a clear ’and un- 
broken thread of narration. Surrounded with imper- 
fect fragments , always concife, often obfcure , and 
fometimes contradictory , he is reduced to colled , 
to compare , and to conjecture : and though he 
ought never to place his conjectures in the rank 
of faCts , yet the knowledge of human nature , r id 
of the fure operation of its fierce and imreftrained 
paffions , might , on fome occalions , fupply the 
want of hiftorical materials. 

There is not, for inftance , any difficulty in 
conceiving, that the fuccelfive murders of fo many 
emperors had loofened all the ties of allegiance 
between the prince and people ; that all the generals 
of Philip were difpofed to imitate the example of their 
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matter; and that the caprice of armies, long fince chap. 
habituated to frequent and violent revolutions, x, 
might every day raife to the throne the moft obfcure 
of their fellow-foldiers. Hiftory can only add, that the 
rebellion againft the emperor Philip broke out in the 
fummer of the year two hundred and forty-nine, 
among the legions of Maffia; and that a fubaltcrn 
officer 1 , named Marinus, was the object of their 
feditious choice. Philip was alarmed. He dreaded 
left the treafon of the Maefian army ffiould prove 
the firft fpark of a general conflagration. Diftraded 
with the confcioufnefs of his guilt and of his dan^~ 
ger, he communicated the intelligence to the fc- 
nate. A gloomy filence prevailed , the efl'ed of Services , 
^fear, and perhaps of difaffedion: till at length 
Decius, one of the aflembly, affirming a fpirit reign’ 0 f 
* worthy of his noble extradion , ventured to difeover thecm pcr. 
more intrepidity than the emperor feemed to polfefs. At D ;49 ‘ 
He treated the whole bufinefs with contempt , as a 
hafty and inconfiderate tumult, and Philip’s rival as 
a phantom of royalty, who in a very few days would 
be deftroyedby thefameinconftancy that had created 
him. The fpeedy completion of the prophecy infpired 
Philip with a juft efteem for fo able a counfellor ; 
and Decius appeared to him the only perfon capable 
ofreftoring peace and difeipline to an army , whofe 
tumultuous fpirit did not immediately fubfide after 
the murder of Marinus. Decius , who long refilled 
his own nomination, feems to have infinuated the 
danger of prefen ting a leader of merit , to the angry 
and apprehenfive minds of the foldiers ; and his pre- 
diction was again confirmed by the event. The 
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legions of Mxfia forced their judge to become their 
accomplice. They left him only the alternative of 
death or the purple. His fubfequent conduct , 
after that decifive meafure, was unavoidable. He 
conducted, or followed, his army to the confines 
of Italy , whither Philip, colleCling all his force to 
repel the formidable competitor whom he had railed 
up, advanced to meet him. The Imperial troops 
were fuperior in number’; but the rebels formed an 
army of veterans , commanded by an able and 
Experienced leader. Philip was either killed in the 
battle , or put to death a few days afterwards at 
Verona. His fon and aflociate in the empire was 
tnaffacred at Rome by the Praetorian guards ; and 
the victorious Decius , with more favourable circum* 
fiances than the ambition of that age can ufually 
plead, \vas univerfally acknowledged by the fenate 
and provinces. It is reported, that, immediately 
after his reludtant acceptance of the title of Au- 
gu ftus , he had affured Philip by a private meflage, 
of his innocence and loyalty, folemnly protefling, 
that, on his arrival in Italy, he would refign the 
Imperial ornaments, and return to the condition of 
an obedient fubjedl. His profeflions might be fincere. 
But in the fituation where fortune had placed him , 
it was fcarcely poffible that he could either forgive 
or be forgiven *. 

The emperor Decius had employed a few 
months in the works of peace and the adminiftra* 
tion of juflice, when he was fummoned to the 
banks of the Danube by the invafion of the 
Goths. This is the firft confidgrablc occafion 
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in which hiftory mentions that great people , who ( 
afterwards broke the Roman power, lacked the 
Capitol, and reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Italy. 
So memorable was the part which they acted in 
the fubverfion of the Weftern empire, that the 
name of G O T H s is frequently but improperly ufed 
as a general appellation of rude and warlike bar- 
barifm. 

In the beginning of the fixth century, and after 
the conqueft of Italy, the Goths, in pofleflion of 
prefent greatnefs, very naturally indulged them- 
felves in the profpecft of paft ,ahd of future glory. 
They wiflied to preferve the memory of their an- 
ccflors, and to tranfmit to pofterity their own at- 
chievements. The principal minifter of the court 
of Ravenna, the learned Caffiodorus, gratified the 
inclination of the conquerors in a Gothic hiftory, 
which confided of twelve books, now reduced to 
the impetfedl abridgment of Jornandes \ Thefe 
writers pafted with the moft artful concifenefs 
over the misfortunes of the nation , celebrated its 
fuccefsful valour , and adorned the triumph with 
many Afiatic trophies , that more properly be- 
longed to the people of Scythia. On the faith of 
ancient fongs, the uncertain, b llt the only, me- 
morials of barbarians, they deduced the firft 
origin of the Goths, from the vaft ifland, or pen- 
infula, of Scandinavia *. That extreme country 
of the North was not unknowri to the conquerors 
of Italy; the ties of ancient confanguinity had 
been ftrengthened by recent offices of friendfhip j 

and a Scandinavian king had cheerfully abdicated 
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liis favage greatnefs, that he might pafs the re- 
mainder of his days in the peaceful and polilhed 
court of Ravenna *. Many veftiges, which can- 
not be afcribed to the arts of popular vanity , at- 
teft the ancient refidence of the Goths in the 
countries beyond the Baltic. From the time of 
the geographer Ptolemy, the fouthern part of 
Sweden feems to have continued in the pofleflion 
of the lefs enterprifing- remnant of the nation, and 
a large territory .is even at prefent divided into 
eaft and weft Gothland. During the middle ages 
(from the ninth; .to the twelfth century) whilft 
Chriftianity was advancing with a flow pro'grefs 
into the north , - the Goths and the Swedes com- 
pofed two diftindt and fometimes hoftile mem- 
bers of the fame monarchy 7 . The latter of thefe 
two names has prevailed without extinguifhing 
the former. The Swedes, who might well be 
fatisfied with their own fame in arms , have , in 
every age, claimed the kindred glory of the Goths. 
In a moment of difeontent againft the court of 
Rome, Charles the Twelfth infinuated, that his 
vidtorious troops were not degenerated from their 
brave andeftors , who had already fubdued the 
miftrefs of the world *. ». 

Till the end of the eleventh century, a cele- 
brated temple fubfifted at Upfal, the moll confi- 
dcrable town of the Swedes and Goths. It was 
enriched with the gold which the Scandinavians 
had acquired in their piratical adventures , and 
fandtified by the uncouth reprefentations of the 
three principal deities, the god of war, the god- 
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dels of generation , and the god of thunder. In 
the general feRival* that was folemnized every 
ninth year, nine animals of every fpecies ( with- 
out excepting the human) 1 were facrificed, and 
their bleeding bodies fufpended in the facred 
grove adjacent to the temple*. The only traces 
that now fubfiR of this barbaric fuperftition are 
contained in the Edda, a fyRem of mythology , 
compiled in Iceland about the thirteenth century, 
and Rudied by the learned of Denmark and Swe- 
den, as the moR valuable remains of their an- 
cient traditions. 

Notwithftanding the myfterious obfcurity of 
the Edda , we can eafily diRinguifh two perfons 
confounded under the name of Odin ; the god of 
war , and the great legiflator of Scandinavia. 
The latter , the Mahomet of the north, inRituted 
a religion adapted to the climate ^nd to the 
people. Numerous tribes on either fide of the 
Baltic were fubdued by the invincible valour of 
Odin, by his perfuafive eloquence, and by the 
fame, which he acquired, of a moR fkilful ma- 
gician. The faith that he had propagated , dur- 
ing a long and profperous life , he confirmed by 
a voluntary death. Apprehenfive of the igno- 
minious approach of difcafe and infirmity, he re- 
folved to expire as became a warrior, In a fo- 
lemn affembly of the Swedes and Goths , he 
wounded himfelf in nine mortal places, haRening 
away (as he afferted with his dying voice ) to pre- 
pare the feaR of heroes in the palace of the god 
of war ' 
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The native and proper habitation of Odin is 
diftinguifhed by the appellation of As-gard. The 
happy refemblance of that name with As-burg, 
or As-of" , words of a fimilar fignification , has 
given rife to an hiftorical fyftem of fo pleafing a 
contexture, that we could almoft wifli to perfuade 
onrlelves of its truth. It is fuppofed that Odin 
was the chief of a tribe of barbarians which dwelt- 
on the banks of the lake Maeotis , till the fall of 
IVIithridates and the arms of Pompey menaced 
the north with fervitude. That Odin , yielding 
with indignant fury to a power which he was un- 
able to refill , conducted his tribe from the fron- 
tiers of the Afiatic Sarmatia into Sweden , with 
the great defign of forming, in that inacceffible 
retreat of freedom, a religion and a people, which , 
in fome remote age , might be fubfervient to his 
immortal revenge ; when his invincible Goths, 
armed with martial fanaticifm , fhould iflue in 
numerous fwarms from the neighbourhood of the 
Polar circle , to chaftife the opprefl'ors of man- 
kind 

If fo many fucceflive generations of Goths were 
capable of preferving a faint tradition of their 
Scandinavian origin, we rauft not exped, from 
fuch unlettered barbarians , any dillind account 
of the time and circumftances of their emigra- 
tion. To crofs the Baltic was an eafy and na- 
tural attempt. The inhabitants of Sweden were 
matters of a fufficient number of large veffels , 
with oars'*, and the diftance is little more than 
one hundred miles from Carlfcroon to the neareft 
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ports of Pomerania and Pruffia ; Here, at length, 
■we land on iirm and hiitoric ground. At lead as 
early as the Chriftian tcra'*, and as late as the 
age of the Antonines", the Goths were eftablifh- 
ed towards the mouth of the Viftula, and in that 
fertile province where the commercial cities of 
Thorn , Elbing , Koningfberg , and Dantzick 
were long afterwards founded Weftward of 
the Goths , the numerous tribes of the Vandals 
were fpread along the banks of the Oder, and the 
fea-coalt of Pomerania and Mecklenburgb. A 
ftriking refemblance of manners, complexion, re- 
ligion, and language, feemed to indicate that the 
Vandals and the Goths were originally one great 
people 17 . The latter appear to have been fub- 
divided into Oftrogoths, Vifigoths, and Gepicke 
The diftindion among the Vandals was more 
ftrongly marked by the independent names of 
Heruli, Burgundians, Lombards, and a variety 
of other petty dates, many of which, in a future 
age , expanded themfelves into powerful monar- 
chies. 

In the age of the Antonines , the Goths wereftill 
feated in Pruflia. About the reign of Alexander 
Severus , the Roman province of Dacia had already 
experienced their proximity by frequent and deftruc- 
tive inroads 1 '. In this interval , therefore , of 
about feventy years , we mull place the fecond 
migration of the Goths from the Baltic to the 
Euxine ; but the caufe that produced it lies concealed 
among the various motives which aduate the 
condud of unfettled barbarians. Either a pefti- 
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Jence, or a famine, a vidtory , or a defeat, an 
oracle of the Gods , or the eloquence of a daring 
leader, were fufficient to impel the Gothic arms 
on the milder climates of the fouth. Befides the 
influence of a martial religion , the numbers and 
fpirit of the Goths were equal to the moft dangerous 
adventures. The ufe of round bucklers and fliort 
fwords rendered them formidable in a clofe engage- 
ment; the manly obedience which they yielded 
to hereditary kings , gave uncommon union and 
{liability to their councils 1 ”; and the renowned 
Amala , the hero of that age , and the tenth anceftor 
of Theodoric, king of Italy, enforced, by the 
afeendant of perfonal merit , the prerogative of his 
birth , which he derived from the Anfa , or demigods 
of the Gothic nation 1 '. 

The fame of a great enterprife excited the braveft 
warriors from all the Vandalic ftates of Germany, 
many of whom are feen a few years afterwards 
combating under the common ftandard of the 
Goths'*. The. firft motions of the emigrants 
carried them to the banks of the Prypcc, a river 
univcrfally conceived by the ancients to be the 
fouthern branch of the Boryfthenes 11 . The windings 
of that great ftream through the plains of Poland 
and Rullia gave a dire&jon to their line of march, 
and a conftant fupply of frefli water and paflurage 
to their numerous herds of cattle. They followed 
the unknown courfe of the river, confident in 
their valour , and carelefs of whatever power might 
oppofe their progrefs. The Baftarnxand theVenedi 
were the firft who prefented themfelves; and the 
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flower of their youth, either from choice or com- c 
pulfion, increafed the Gothic army. The Baftarnae 
dwelt on the northern fide of the Carpathian 
mountains; the immenfe tracft of land that feparated 
the Baftarnae from the favages of Finland, was' 
poflelfed, or rather wafted, by the Venedi 14 : we 
have fome reafon to believe that the firft of thefe 
rations, which diftinguilhed itfelf in the Macedonian 
war 15 ; and was afterwards divided into the formi- 
dable tribes of the Peucini, the Borani , the 
Carpi, etc. derived its origin from the Germans. 
With better authority, a Sarmatian extradlion 
may be afligned to the Venedi, who rendered 
themfelves fo famous in the middle ages **-. But 
the confufion of blood and manners on that doubtful 
frontier often perplexed the. moft accurate obfer- 
vers 17 . As the Goths advanced near the Euxine 
fea , they encountered a . purer race of Sarmatians , 
the Jazyges, the Alani, and the Roxolani; and 
they were probably the firft Germans who faw 
the mouths of the Boryfthenes, and of the Tanais. 
If we inquire into the characleriftic marks of the 
people of Germany and of Sarmatia, we ftiall 
difcover that thofe two great portions of human 
kind were principally diftinguilhed by fixed huts or 
moveable tents, by a clofe drefs, or flowing 
garments, by the marriage of one or of feveral 
wives , by a military force , confifting , for the 
moft: part, either of infantry or of cavalry ; and above 
all by the ufe of the Teutonic, 01 of the Sclavonian 
language; the laft of which has been diffufcd by 
conqueft, from the confines of Italy to the neigh- 
bourhood of Japan. X 3 
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The Goths were now in pofleflion of the Ukraine, 
a country of confiderable extent and uncommon 
fertility, interfered with navigable rivers, which, 
from either fide, difeharge themfelves into the 
Boryfthencs; and interfperfed with large and lofty 
forefts of oaks. The plenty of game and filh, 
the innumerable bee-hives, depofited in the hollow 
of old trees, and in the cavities of rocks, and 
forming, even in that rude age, a valuable branch 
pf commerce, the fize of the cattle, the temperature 
of the air, the aptnefs of the foil for every fpecies 
of grain, and the Juxuriancy of the vegetation, all 
difplayed the liberality oi Nature, and tempted 
the induftry of man **. But the Goths withtiood 
all thefe temptations, and ftill adhered to a life 
of idlenefs , of poverty, and of rapine. 

The Scythian hords , which , towards the eaft, 
bordered on the new fptllements of the Goths , pre- 
fented nothing to their arms , except the doubtful 
chance of an unprofitable viclory. But the profpecl 
of the Roman territories was far more alluring; and 
the fields of Dacia were covered with rich harvefts, 
fown by the hands of an indufhiotis, and expofed 
to be gathered by thofe of a warlike, people. It is 
probable, thatthe conquefts of Trajan, maintained 
by h is fuccelfors , lefs for any real advantage, than 
for ideal dignity, had contributed to weaken the 
empire on that fide. The new and unfettled province 
of Dacia was neither ftrong enough to refill, nor rich 
enough to fatiate, the rapacioufnefs of the barbarians. 
As long as the remote banks of the Niefter were 
confidcred as the boundary of the Roman power. 
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the fortifications of the Lower Danube were more chap. 
carelefsly guarded , and the inhabitants of Maefia x. 
lived in lupine fecurity, fondly conceiving themfeives 
at an inaccefliblediftance from any barbarian invaders. 

The irruptions of the Goths, under the reign of 
Philip, fatally convinced them of their miftake. The 
Ling, or leader of that fierce nation, traverfed with 
contempt the province of Dacia, and palled both the 
Nieftcr and the Danube without encountering any 
oppofition capable of- retarding his progrefs. The 
relaxed difeipline of the Roman troops betrayed the 
mod important polls , where they were ftationed , 
and the fear of deferved punilhment induced great 
numbers of them to inlift under the Gothic ftandard. 

The various multitude of barbarians appeared , at 
length , under the walls of Marcianopolis , a city 
built by Trajan in honour of his fifter , and at that 
time the capital of the fecond Msef^ 1 ’. The inha- 
bitants confented to ranfom their lives and property, 
by the payment of a large fum of money, and the 
invaders retreated back into their deferts, animated, 
rather than fatisfied , with the firft fuccefs of their, 
arms againft an opulent but feeble country. Intelli- 
gence was foon tranfmitted to the emperor Decius, 
thatCniva, king of the Goths, had palled the Danube 
a fecond time, with more confidcrable forces ; that his 
numerous detachments fcattered devaluation over the 
province of Maefia , whilft the main body of the 
army, confifting offeventy thoufand Germans and. 
Sarmatians, a force equal to the moft daring atchieve-. 
ments , required the prefence of the Roman mch 
narch, and the exertion of his military po\yer. 
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Decius found the Goths engaged before Nicopolis, 
on the Jatrus , one of the many monuments of Tra- 
jan’s vidories**. On his approach , they railed the 
fiege , but with a defign only of marching away to 
a conqueft of greater importance, the fiege of Phi- 
lippopolis, a city of Thrace , founded by the father of 
Alexander, near the foot of mount Hsemus !*. Decius 
followed them through a difficult country, and by 
forced marches; but when he imagined himfelfata 
confiderable diftance from the rear of the Goths. 
Cniva turned with rapid fury on hispurfuers. The 
camp of the Romans was furprifed and pillaged, 
and , for the firft time their emperor fled in diforder 
before a troop of half-armed barbarians. After a long 
refiftance, Philippopolis , deflitute of fuccour, was 
taken by ftorm. A hundred thoufand perfons are 
reported to have been maflacred in the fack of 
that great city”. Many prifoners of confequence 
became a valuable' acceflion to the fpoil ; and 
Prifcus , a brother of the late emperor Philip , 
blulhed not to alfume the purple under the protection 
of the barbarous enemies of Rome”. The time, 
however, confumed in that tedious fiege, enabled 
Decius to revive the courage, reftore the difeipline, 
and recruit the numbers of his troops. He inter- 
cepted feveral parties of Carpi, and other Germans, 
who were haftening to fhare the victory of their 
countrymen”, intrufled the pafles of the mountains 
to officers of approved valour and fidelity " , 
repaired and {Lengthened the fortifications of the 
Danube, and exerted his utmoft vigilance to oppofe 
either the progrefs or the retreat of the Goths- 
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Encouraged by the return of fortune, he anxioufly 
waited for an opportunity to retrieve, by a great 
and decifive blow , his own glory , and that of 
the Roman arms **. 

< At the fame time when Decius was flruggling 
with the violence of the tempeft, his mind , calm 
and deliberate amidftthe tumult of war, inveftigated 
the more general caufes, that, fince the age of the 
Antonines had fo impetuoufly urged the decline 
of the Roman greatnefs. He foon difeovered that 
it was impoffible to replace that greatnefs on a 
permanent bafis, without refloring public virtue, 
ancient principles and manners , and the opprefled 
majefly of the laws. To execute this noble but 
arduous defign , he firft refolved to revive the 
obfolete office of cenfor ; an office , which , as 
long as it had fubfifted in its priftine integrity, 
had fo much contributed to the perpetuity of the 
ftate 17 , till it was ufurped and gradually negleded 
by the Cxfars **, Confcious that the favour of the 
fovereign may confer power, but that the efteem 
of the people can alone beffow authority, he 
fubmitted the choice of the cenfor to the unbiased 
voice of the fenate. By their unanimous votes > 
or rather acclamations , Valerian , who was 
afterwards emperor , and who then ferved with 
diftinction in the army of Decius , was declared 
the moft worthy of that exalted honour. As foon 
as the decree of the fenate was tranfgiitted to the 
emperor , he affembled a great council in his 
camp , and before the inveftiture of the cenfor 
ded, he apprized him of the difficulty and 
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importance of his great office. “ Happy Valerian , * 
laid the prince, to his diftinguifhed fubjedt, “ happy 
££ in the general approbation of the fenate and of 
“ the Roman republic! Accept the cenforfhip of 
<£ mankind; and judge of our manners. You will 
“ feledt thofe who deferve to continue members 
“ of the fenate; you will reftore the equt-flrian 
<£ order to its ancient fplendour ; you will improve 
“ the revenue, yet moderate the public burdens, 
” You will diflinguiffi into regular claffes the 
“ various and infinite multitude of citizens, and 
<£ accurately review the military ftrength , the 
“ wealth, the virtue, and the refources of Rome. 
“ Your decifions fhall obtain the force of laws, 
“ The army, the palace, the minifters of juftice, 
<£ and the great officers of the empire, are all 

fubjedt to your tribunal. None are exempted, 
* c excepting only the ordinary confuls '* , the 
C£ pnefedt of the city, the king of the facrifices, 
<c and (as long as fhe preferves her chaflity 
v inviolate) the eldefl: of the veffal virgins. Even 
<£ thefe few, who may not dread the feverity, 
<£ will anxioufiy folicit the efteem, of the Roman 
C£ cenfor'’*. ” 

A magiffrate , invefled with fuch extenfive 
powers , would have appeared not fo much the 
minifter as the colleague of his fovereign 4 *. 
Valerian juflly dreaded an elevation fo full of envy 
and of fufpicion. He modeflly urged the alarming 
greatnefs of the truft, his own infufficiency , and 
the incurable corruption of the times. He artfully 
infinuated , that the office of cenfor was infeparablc 
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from the Imperial dignity, and that the feeble 
hands of a fubjetft were unequal to the fupport of 
foch an immenfe weight of tares and of power 41 . 
The approaching event of war foon put an end 
to the profecution of a project fo fpecions but fo 
impracticable; and whilft it preferved Valerian 
from the danger, laved the emperor Decius from 
the difappointment, which would molt probably 
have attended it. A cenfor may maintain, he can 
never reltore, the morals of a ftate. It is impoflible 
for fuch a magiftrate to exert his authority with 
benefit, or even with effeCt, unlefs he is fupported 
by a quick fenfe of honour and virtue in the 
minds of the pcpple; by a decent reverence for 
the public opinion, and by a train of ufeful 
prejudices combating on the fide of national 
manners. In a period when thefe principles are 
annihilated , the cenforial jurifdidtion muff either 
fink into empty pageantry, or be converted into 
A partial inftrument of vexatious oppreflion 4 \ It 
was eafier to vanquifh the Goths, than to eradicate 
the public vices ; yet even in the firft of thefe 
enterprifes, Decius loft his army and his life. 

The Goths were now , on every fide , furrounded 
and purfued by the Roman arms. The flower of 
their troops had perifhed in the long ficge of 
Philippopolis , and the exhaufted country could 
no longer afford fubfiftence for the remaining 
multitude of licentious barbarians. Reduced to 
this extremity, the Goths would gladly have 
purchafed , by the furrender of all their booty 
and prifoners, the permiflion of an undifturbed 
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chap, retreat. But the emperor, confident of vidlory, and 
X. refolving by the chadifement of thefe invaders , 
to drike a falutary terror into the nations of the 
North, refufed to liden to any terms of accommo- 
dation. The high-fpirited barbarians preferred death 
to flavery. An obfeure town of, Macfia, called 
Forum Terebronii 44 , was the feene of the battle. 
The Gothic army was drawn up in three lines , 
and, either from choice or accident, the front of 
the third line was covered by a morafs. In the 
beginning of the adlion , the fon of Decius , a 
youth of the faired hopes, and already afiociated 
to the honours of the purple, was flain by an 
arrow, in the fight of his afilidted father; who 
fummoning all his fortitude, admonilhed the 
difmayed troops, that the lofs of a fingle foldier 
v was of little importance to the republic 4 ’. The 
conflidt was terrible ; it was the combat of defpair 
againd grief and rage. The fird line of the Goths 
at length gave way in diforder; the fecond , 
advancing to fudain it, flhared its fate; and the 
third only remained entire, prepared to difpute 
the palfage of the morafs, which was in-.prudently 
attempted by the prefumption of the enemy. 
“ Here the fortune of the day turned, and all 
“ things became adverfe to the Romans: the 
<c place deep with ooze, finking under thofe who 
v dood, flippery to fuch as advanced; their 
“ armour heavy, the waters deep; nor could 
“ they wield, in that uneafy fituation, their 
“ weighty javelins. The barbarians , on the 
* c contrary, were enured to encounters in the 
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“ bogs, their perfons tall , their fpears long, fuch Chap. 
“ as could wound at a diftance **. ” In this morafs 
the Roman army, after an ineffectual ftruggle, 
was irrecoverably loft ; nor could the body of the 
emperor ever be found * 7 . Such was the fate of 
Decius, in the fiftieth year of his age ; an 
accomplifhed prince, adtive in war, and affable 
in peace 4 * ; who, together with his fon, has 
deferved to be compared, both in life and death , 
with the brighteft examples of ancient virtue 

This fatal blow humbled , for a very little time, Eieaionof 
the infolence of the legions. 1 hey appear to have a n im- 
patiently expedted , and fubmilTively obeyed , the December, 
decree of the fenate, which regulated the fuccelfion 
to the throne. From a juft regard for the memory 
of Decius, the Imperial title was conferred on • 
Hoftilianus, his only furviving fon; but an equal 
rank , with more effedlual power , was granted to 
Gallus, whofe experience and ability feemed equal 
to the great truft of guardian to the young prince 
and the diftreffed empire **. The firft care of the 
new emperor was to deliver the Illyrian provinces 
from the intolerable weight of the vidlorious Goths- 
He confented to leave in their hands the rich fruits a. d. am. 
of their invafion, an immenfe booty, and, what 
was (fill more difgraceful , a great number of prifoners 
of the higheft merit and quality. He plentifully Retreat of 
fupplied their camp with every conveniency that th * Goths, 
could alfuage their angry fpirits, or facilitate their 
fo much wilhed-for departure ; and he even promifed 
to pay them annually a large fum of gold, on 
condition they (hould never afterwards infeft die 
Homan territories by their incurfions ". 
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In the age of the Scipios, the mod opulent kings 
of the earth ,who courted the protection of the victo- 
rious commonwealth , were gratified with fuch 
trifling prefents as could only derive a value from the 
hand that bellowed them; an ivory chair, a coarfe 
garment of purple, an inconfiderable piece of plate, 
or a quantity of coppei coin After the wealth 
of nations had centred in Rome, the emperors 
difplayed their greatnefs, and even their policy, 
by the regular exercife of a fteady and moderate 
liberality towards the allies of the flate. They 
relieved the poverty of the barbarians, honoured 
their merit, and recompenfed their fidelity. Thefe 
voluntary marks of bounty were underflood to 
flow not from the fears, but merely from the 
generofity or the gratitude of the Romans; and 
whilfl: prefents and fubfidies were liberally diflributed 
among friends and fuppliants, they were flernly 
refufed to fuch as claimed them as a debt But 
this flipulation of an annual payment to a victorious 
enemy, appeared without difguife in the light of an 
ignominious tribute ; the minds of the Romans were 
not yet accuflomed to accept fuch unequal laws 
from a tribe of barbarians ; and the prince , who 
by a neceffary conceflion had probably faved his 
country, became the object of the general contempt 
and averfion. The death of Hoflilianus, though it 
happened in the midfl of a raging peflilence , was 
interpreted as the perfonal crime of Gallus ’* ; and 
even the defeat of die late emperor was aferibed 
by the voice of fufpicion to the perfidious counfels 
of his hated fucceflor The tranquillity which 
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the empire enjoyed during the firfl year of his 
adminiftration ferved rather to inflame than to 
appeafe the public difcontent; and, as foon as the 
apprehenfions of war were removed, the infamy 
of the peace was more deeply and more fenfibly 
felt. 

But the Romans were irritated to a ftill higher 
degree , when they difcovered that they had not 
even fecured their repofe , though at the expence 
of their honour. The dangerous fecret of the wealth 
and weaknefs of the empire , had been revealed to 
the world. New fwarms of barbarians , encouraged 
by the fuccefs, and not conceiving themfelves 
bound by the obligation , of their brethren , fpread 
’devaluation through the Illyrian provinces, and 
terror as far as the gates of Rome. The defence 
of the monarchy, which feemed abandoned by 
the pufillanimous emperor, was affumed by JEmilia- 
nus, governor of Pannonia and Msefia; who rallied 
the fcattered forces , and revived the fainting fpirits 
of the troops. The barbarians were unexpededly 
attacked, routed, chafed, and purfued beyond the 
Danube. The victorious leader diftributed as a 
donative the money collected for the tribute, and 
the acclamations of the foldiers proclaimed him 
emperor on the field of battle' 7 . Gallns, who, 
carelefs of the general welfare, indulged himfelf 
in the pleafures of Italy, was almolt in the fame 
inftant informed of the fuccefs , of the revolt, and 
of the rapid approach, of his afpiring lieutenant. 
He advanced to meet him as far as the plains of 
Spoleto. When the armies camc- in fight of each 
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other, the foldiers of Gallus compared the ignomini- 
ous condud of their fovereign with the glory of his 
rival. They admired the valour of iEmilianus ; they 
were attracted by his liberality, fof he offered a 
confiderable increafe of pay to all deferters The 
murder of Gallus, and of his fon Volufianus, put 
an end to the civil war; and the fenate gave a 
legal fandion to the rights of conqueft. The letters 
of iEmilianus to that alfembly , difplayed a mixture 
of moderation and vanity. He allured them , that 
he Ihould refign to their wifdom the civil adminif- 
tration; and, contenting himfelf with the quality 
of their general, would in a fhort time alfert the 
glory of Rome, and deliver the empire from all 
the barbarians both of the North and oftheEaft'*. 
His pride was flattered by the applaufe of the 
fenate; and medals are ftiil extant, reprefenting 
him with the name and attributes of Hercules the 
Vidor, and of Mars the Avenger*’. 

If the new monarch pofleffed the abilities , he 
wanted the time, neceffary to fulfil thefe fplendid 
promifes. Lefs than four months intervened between 
his vidory and his fall “. He had vanquifhed 
Gallus: he funk under the weight of a competitor 
more formidable than Gallus. That unfortonate 
prince had fent Valerian, already diftinguilhed by 
the honourable title ofcenfor, to bring the legions 
of Gaul and Germany “ to his aid. Valerian executed 
that commiflion with zeal and fidelity; and as he 
arrived too late to fave his fovereign, herefolvcd 
to revenge him. T he troops of iEmilianus , who 
ftiU lay encamped in the plains 'of Spoleto , were 
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awed by the fandlity of his character, but much 
more by the fuperior rtrength of his army ; and 
as they were now become as incapable of perfonal 
attachment as they had always been ol conrti utional 
principle, they readily imbrued th* ir hands in the 
blood of a prince who fo lately had been the object 
of their partial choice. The guilt was theirs, but 
the advantage of it was Valerian’s; who obtained 
the portellion of the throne by the means indeed 
of a civil war, but with a degree of innocence 
lingular in that age of revolutions ; fince he owed 
neither gratitude nor allegiance to his predecelfor, 
whom he dethroned. 

Valerian was about fixty years of age*' when 
he was inverted with the purple , not by the caprice 
of the populace; or the clamours of the army, 
but by the unanimous voice of the Roman worldi 
In his gradual afeent through the honours of the 
Hate , he had deferved the favour of virtuous princes, 
and had declared himfclf the enemy of tyrants *\ 
His noble birth , his mild but unblemirtied manners , 
his learning, prudence, and experience, were revered 
by thefenate and people; and if mankind ( according 
to the obfervation of an ancient writer) had been 
left at liberty to chufe a mafter, their choice would 
moft arturedly have fallen on Valerian *\ Perhaps 
the merit of this emperor was inadequate tb his 
reputation ; perhaps his abilities , or at leaft his fpirit, 
wereaffeirted by the languor and coldnefs of old age. 
The confcioufnefs of his decline engaged him to 
fhare the throne with a younger and more atrtive 
alfociate" : the emergency of the times demanded 
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C h a p. a general no lefsthan a prince; and the experience 
x. of .the Roman cenfor might have direded him 
of valerian where to beftow the Imperial purple,, as the 
* i "^ GaIll ‘ reward of military merit. But inrtead of making 
a. o. as3 a judicious choice, which would have confirmed 
s68, his reign and endeared his memory. Valerian, 
confulting only the didates of affedion or vanity, 
immediately inverted with the fupreme honours 
his fon Gallienus, a youth whofe effeminate vices 
had been hitherto concealed by the obfcurity of 
a private ftation. The joint government of the father 
and the fon fubfifted about feven , and the foie 
adminiftration of Gallienus continued about eight, 
years. But the whole period was one uninterrupted 
feries of confufion and calamity. As the Roman 
empire was at the fame time, and on every fide, 
attacked by the blind fury of foreign invaders, and 
the wild ambition of domeftic ufurpers, we fhall 
confult order and perfpicuity, by purfuing, not 
fo much the doubtful arrangement of dates, as the 
more natural diftribution of fubjeds. The moll 
dangerous enemies of Rome , during the reigns 
of Valerian and Gallienus, were, i. The Franks, 
,h™barb°- f 2. The Alemanni, 3. 1 he Goths ; and , 4. The 
rians. Perfians. Under thefe general appellations, we 
may comprehend the adventurers of lefs confiderable 
tribes , whofe obfcure and uncouth names would 
only ferve to opprefs the memory and perplex the 
attention of the reader. 


. in 8ml 1. As the pofterity of the Franks compofe one 
•cinfir-iera- of the greateft and moft enlightened nations of 
v °niw he Europe , the powers of learning and ingenuity 
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have been exhauded in the difeovery of their chav. 
unlettered ancedors. To the tales of credulity, x. 
havefucceeded the fydems of fancy. Every pafiage 
has been fifted , every fpot has been furveyed, 
that might poflibly reveal fome faint traces of 
their origin. It has been fuppofed , that Pannonia* 7 , 
that Gaul, that the northern parts of Germany **, 
gave birth to that celebrated colony of warriors. 

At length the mod rational critics , rejedting the 
fi&itious emigrations of ideal conquerors , have 
acquiefccd in a fentiment whofe fimplicity perfuades 
us of its truth". They fuppofe , that about the 
year two hundred and forty 7 *, a new confederacy 
was formed under the name of Franks , by the old 
inhabitants of the Lower Rhine and the Wefer. 

The prefent circle of Weftphalia , the Landgraviate 
of Heffe, and the dutchies of Brunfwick and Lune- 
burg,were the ancient feat of the Chauci.who, in their 
inacceflible morafles , defied the Roman arms 7, j 
of the Cherufci , proud of the fame of Arminius; 
of the Catti , formidable by their firm and intrepid 
infantry ; and of feveral other tribes of inferior 
power and renown 7 \ The love of liberty was the 
ruling padion of thefe Germans; the enjoyment of 
it their bed treafure; the word that expreffed that 
enjoyment , the mod pleafing to their ear. They 
deferved , they adumed , they maintained the 
honourable epithet of Franks or Freemen ; which 
concealed, though it did not extinguilh the peculiar 
pames of the feveral dates of the confederacy 7l . 

Tacit confent , and mutual advantage, didlated 
the firdlawsof the union : it was gradually cemented 
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by habit and experience. The league of the Franks 
may admit of fome companion with the Helvetic 
body ; in which every canton, retaining its independ- 
ent fovereignty , confults with its brethren in the 
common caufe; without acknowledging the authority 
of any fupreme head, or reprefentative affembly 74 . 
But the principle of the two confederacies was 
extremely different. A peace of two hundred years 
has rewarded the wife and honeft policy of the 
Swifs . An inconftant fpirit, the thirft of rapine, 
and a difregard to the moft folemn treaties , difgraced 
the character pf the Franks. 

The Romans had long experienced the daring 
valour of the people of Lower Germany. The union 
of their ftrength threatened Gaul with a more 
formidable invafion, and required the prefence of 
Gallienus, the heir and colleague of Imperial 
power 75 . Whilft that prince, and his infant fon, 
Salonius, difplayed, in the court of Treves, the 
majefty of the empire, its armies were ably conduded 
by their general Pofthumus, who though he 
afterwards betrayed the family of Valerian , was 
ever faithful to the great intereft of the monarchy. 
The treacherous language of panegyrics and medals 
darkly announces a long feries of victories. Throphies 
and titles atteft ( if fuch evidence can atteft) the 
fame of Pofthumus , who is repeatedly ftyled the 
conqueror of the Germans, and the faviour of 
Gaul 7 ‘. 

But a fingle fadt , the only one indeed of which 
we have any diftind knowledge, erafes, in a great 
meafure, thefe monuments of vanity and adulation. 
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The Rhine, though dignified with the title of c H a p. 
Safeguard of the provinces, was an impeded barrier x. 
againfl the daring fpirit of enterprife with which 
the Franks were actuated. Their rapid devaluations 
ftretched from the river to the foot of the Pyrenees : 
nor were they flopped by thofe mountains. Spain, 
which had never dreaded, was unable to refill, 
the inroads of the Germans. During twelve years, 
the greatefl part of the reign of Gallienus, that 
opulent country was the theatre of unequal and "~ 
deflrudive hoftilities. Tarragona, the flourifhing 
capital of a peaceful province, was facked and 
almoft deftroyed 77 ; and fo late as the days of 
Orofius, who wrote in the fifth century, wretched 
cottages, fcattered amidfl the ruins of magnificent ' 
cities, flill recorded the rage of the barbarians'*. 

When the exhaufled country no longer fupplied a 
variety of plunder, the Franks feized on fome 
veflels in the ports of Spain ” , and tranfported P jfii 
themfelves into Mauritania. The diflant province AftLa." ° 
was aflonifhed with the fury of thefe barbarians, 
who feemed to fall from a new world , • as their 
name, manners, and complexion, were equally 
unknown on the coaft of Africa **. 

II. In that part of Upper Saxony beyond the Origin ami 
Elbe , which is at prefent called the Marquifate 
of Luface, there exifled, in ancient times, a facred 
wood , the awful feat of the fuperflition of the 
Suevi. None were permitted to enter the holy 
precinds , without confeffing, by their fervile bonds 
and fuppliant pofture, the immediate prefence of 
the fovereign Deity”. Patriotifm contributed as 
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well as devotion to confecrate the Sonnenwafd, 
or wood of the Semnones **. It was univetfally 
believed, that the nation had received its firft 
exiftence on that facred fpot. At dated periods, 
the numerous tribes who gloried in the Suevic 
blood, reforted thither by their ambaffadors ; and 
the memory of their common extraction was perpe- 
tnated by barbaric rites and human facrifices The 
wide extended name of Suevi filled the interior 
countries of Germany, from the banks of the 
Oder to thofe of the Danube. They were diftinguifhed 
from the other Germans by their peculiar mode of 
drelfing their long hair, which they gathered into 
a rude knot on the crown of the head; and they 
delighted in an ornament that (hewed their ranks 
more lofty 3nd terrible in the eyes of the enemy 
Jealous, as the Germans were , of military renown, 
they allconfeffed thefuperior valour of the Suevi; 
and the tribes of the Ufipetes and Tendleri , who 
with a vafl army, encountered the dictator Csefar, 
declared that they efteemed it not a difgrace to 
have fled before a people, to whole arms the 
immortal gods themfelves were unequal *\ 

In the reign of the emperor Caracalla, an in- 
numerable fwarm of Suevi appeared on the banks 
of the Mein, and in the neighbourhood of the Roman 
provinces, in quefl: either of food, of plunder, or 
of glory The hafly army of volunteers gradually 
coalefced into a great and permanent nation, and , 
as it was compofed from fo many different tribes , 
aflumed thenameofAlemanni, or All-men ; to denote 
at once their various lineage, and their common 
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bravery **. The latter wasfoon felt by the Romans in 
many a hoRile inroad. T he Alemanni fought chiefly 
on horfeback; but their cavalry was rendered Rill 
more formidable by a mixture of light infantry , 
feleded from the braveR and moR a&ive of the youth, 
whom frequent exercife had enured to accompany 
the horfemen in the longeR march , the moR rapid 
charge, or the moR precipitate retreat”. 

• This warlike people of Germans had been aRo- 
niRied by the immenfe preparations of Alexander 
Severus, they were difmayed by the arms of his 
fucceffor , a barbarian equal in valour and fiercc- 
nefs to themfelves. But Rill hovering on the frontiers 
*of the empire, they increafed the general diforder 
that enfued after the death ofDecius. They inflided 
fevere wounds on the rich provinces of Gaul: they 
were the firR who removed* the veil that covered 
the feeble majeRy of Italy. A numerous body of the 
Alemanni penetrated acrofs the Danube, and 
through the Rhxtian Alps, into the plains of Lom- 
bardy, advanced as far as Ravenna, and difplayed 
the vidorious banners of barbarians almoR in fight 
of Rome The infultand the danger rekindled in 
the fenate fome fparks of their ancient virtue. Both 
the emperors were engaged in far diRant wars, 
Valerian in the eaR , and Gajlienus on the Rhine. 
All the hopes and refources of the Romans were in 
themfelves. In this emergency, the fenators refumed 
the defence of the republic, drew out the Prietorian 
guards, who had been left to garrifon the capital, 
and filled up their numbers, by inhRing into the 
public fervice the RouteR and moR willing of the 
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Plebeians. The Alemanni, aftonifhed with the 
fudclen appearance of an army more numerous than 
their own, retired into Germany, laden with fpoil; 
and their retreat was eftcemed as a victory by the 
unwarlike Romans **. 

When Gallienus received the intelligence that 
his capital was delivered from the barbarians, he 
was much lefs delighted, than alarmed, with the 
courage of the fenate, fince it might one day 
prompt them to refeue the public from domeffic 
tyranny, as well as from foreign invafion. His 
timid ingratitude was publifhed to his fubjeds , in 
an edid which prohibited the fenators from ex- 
ercifmg any military employment, and even from* 
approaching the canfps of the legions. But his 
fears were groundlefs. The rich and luxurious 
nobles, finking into ‘their natural charader, ac- 
cepted, as a favour, this difgraceful exemption 
"from military fervice; and as long as they were 
indulged in the enjoyment of their baths, their 
theatres, and their villas, they cheerfully refigned 
the more dangerous cares of empire, to the rough 
hands of peafants and foldiers 

Another invafiorr* of the Alemanni, of a more 
formidable afped , but more glorious event, is 
mentioned by a writer, of the lower empire. 
Three hundred thoufand of that warlike people 
are fa id to have been Vanquifhed, in a battle near 
Milan, by Gallienus in perfon , at the head of 
only ten thoufand Romans We may however, 
with great pobability, aferibe thb incredible vic- 
tory , either to the credulity of the hiftorian, or 
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to fome exaggerated exploits of one of the em- 
peror’s lieutenants. It was by arms of a very 
different nature, that Gallienus endeavoured to 
protect Italy from the fury of the Germans. He 
efpoufed Pipa the daughter of a king of the Mar* 
comanni, a Suevic tribe, which was often con- 
founded with the Alemanni in their wars anti 
conquefts* 1 . To the father, as the' price of his 
alliance , he granted an ample fettlement in Pan. 
nonia. The native charms of unpolifhed beauty 
feem to have fixed the daughter in the affedtions 
of the inconftant emperor, and the bands of po- 
licy were more firmly connedled by thofe of love. 
But the haughty prejudice of Rome ftill refufed 
the name of marriage, to the profane mixture of 
a citizen and a barbarian; and has ftigmatized 
the German princefs with the opprobrious title 
of concubine of Gallienus 

III. We have already traced the emigration of 
the Goths from Scandinavia, or at leafl from 
Pruffia, to the mouth of the Boryfthenes , and 
have followed their victorious arms from the Bo- 
ryfthenes to the Danube. Under the reigns of 
Valerian and Gallienus , the frontier of the laft 
mentioned river was perpetually infefted by the 
inroads of Germans and Sarmatians; but it was 
defended by the Romans with more than ufual 
firmnefs and fuccefs. The provinces that were 
the feat of war, recruited the armies of Rome 
■with an inexhauftible fupply of hardy foldiers; 
and more than one of thefe Illyrian pealants at- 
tained the ftation , and difplayed the abilities , of 
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a general. Though flying parties of the barba- 
rians , who inceffantly hovered on the banks of 
the Danube , penetrated fometimes to the confines 
of Italy and Macedonia: their progrcfs was com- 
monly checked, or their return intercepted, by 
the Imperial lieutenants *\ But the great ftream 
of th 6 Gothic hoftilities was diverted into a very 
different channel. The Goths, in their new fet* 
tlement of the Ukraine, foon became mailers of 
the northern coaft of the Euxine : to the fouth of 
that inland fea, were fituated the foft and wealthy 
provinces of Afia Minor, which pofTefTed all that 
could attrad, and nothing that could refill, a 
barbarian conqueror. 

The banks of the Boryflhenes are only fixty 
miles diftant from the narrow entrance tf of the 
peninfula of Crim Tartary , known to the ancients 
under the name of Cherfonefus Taurica’*. On 
that inhofpitable fhore , Euripides , embellifliing 
with exquifite art the tales of antiquity , has 
placed the fcene of one of his moll afteding' tra- 
gedies ,7 . The bloody facrifices of Diana, the 
arrival of Orelles and Pylades, and the triumph 
of virtue and religion over favage fiercenefs, ferve 
to reprefent an hillorical truth, that the Tauri, 
the original inhabitants of the peninfula , were 
in fome degree , reclaimed from their brutal man- 
ners, by a gradual intercourfe with the Grecian 
colonies, which fettled along the maritime coafl. 
The little kingdom of Bofphorus , whofe capital 
was fituated on the Straits, through which the 
Mteotis communicates itfelf to the Euxine , was 
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compofed of degenerate Greeks, and half-civil- 
ized barbarians. It fubfifted, as an independent 
ftate, from the time of the Pelopponefian war’*, 
was at laft fwallowed up by the ambition of Mi- 
thiidates’* , and, with the reft of his dominions, 
funk under the weight of the Roman arms. From 
the reign of Auguftus’**, the kings of Bofphorus 
were the humble, but not ufelefs, allies of the 
empire. By prefents, by arms, and by a flight 
fortification drawn acrofs the Ifthmus , they ef- 
fectually guarded againft the roving plunderers 
of Sarmatia, the accefs of a country , which, from 
its peculiar fituation and convenient harbours, 
commanded the Euxine fea and Afia Minor ,a ‘. 
As long as the fceptre was poflefled by a lineal 
fuccellion of kings , they acquitted themfelvcs of 
their important charge with vigilance and fuccefs. 
Domeftic facftions , and the fears, or private in- 
tereft, of obfcure ufurpers, who feized on thC 
vacant throne , admitted the Goths into the heart 
of Bofphorus. With the acquifition of a fupcr- 
fluous wafte of fertile foil, the conquerors ob- 
tained the command of a naval forced fufficient 
to tranfport their armies to the coaft of Afia ,0 \ > 
The fhips ufed in the navigation of the Euxine 
were of very Angular conftruCtion. They were 
flight flat-bottomed barks framed of timber only, 
without the leaft mixture of iron , and occafion- 
ally covered with a (helving roof, On the appear- 
ance of a tempeft l °\ In thefe floating houfes , 
the Goths carelefsly trufted themfelves to the 
mercy of an unknown fea, under the conduct of 
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failors prefTed into the fervice , and whofe flcill 
and fidelity were equally fufpicious. But the 
hopes of plunder had banilhed every idea of dan- 
ger, and a natural fearleffnefs of temper fupplied 
in their minds the more rational confidence , 
which is the juft refult of knowledge and experi- 
ence. Warriors of fuch a daring fpirit muft have 
often murmured againft the cowardice of their 
guides, who required the ftrongeft affurances of 
a fettled calm before they would venture to em- 
bark; and would fcarcely ever be tempted to lofe 
fight of the land. Such, at leaft, is the practice 
of the modern Turks ,l ”; and they are probably 
not inferior, in the art of navigation, to the an- 
cient inhabitants of Bofphorus. 

The fleet of the Goths, leaving the coaft of 
Circaffia on the left hand , firft appeared before 
Pityus 1 * ' 5 , the utmoft limits of the Roman pro- 
vinces; a city provided with a convenient port 
and fortified with a ftiong wall. Here they met 
with a refiftance more obftinate than they had 
reafon to expedt from the feeble garrifon of a 
diftant fortrefs. They were repulfed ; and their 
difappointment feemed to diminilh the terror of 
the Gothic name. As long as Succeftianus, an 
officer of fuperior rank and merit, defended that 
frontier, all their efforts were ineffectual; but as 
foon as he was removed by Valerian to a more 
honourable but lefs important ftation, they re- 
fumed the attack of Pityus ;. and , by the deftruc- 
tion of that city, obliterated the memory of their 
former difgrace ,0 \ 
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Circling round the eadern extremity of the 
Euxine fea , the navigation from Pityus to Trebi- 
zond is about three hundred miles , " 7 . The courfe 
of the Goths carried them in fight of the country 
of Colchis , fo famous by the expedition of the 
Argonauts; and they even attempted, though 
without fuccefs , to pillage a rich temple at the 
mouth of the river Phafis. Trebizond, celebrated 
in the retreat of the ten thoufand as an ancient 
colony of Greeks ,0 * , derived its wealth and 
fplendour from the munificence of the emperor 
Hadrian , who had condrudled an artificial port 
on a coad left deditute by nature of fecure 
harbours The city was large and populous; 
a double enclofure of walls feemed to defy the 
fury of the Goths, and the ufual garrifon had 
been drengthened by a reinforcement of ten thou- 
fand men. But there are not any advantages ca- 
pable of fupplying the abfence of difcipline and 
vigilance. The numerous garrifon of Trebizond, 
difiolved in riot and luxury, difdained to guard 
their impregnable fortifications. The Goths foon 
difcovered the fupine negligence of the befieged, 
ereded a lofty pile of fafdnes, afcended the walls 
in the filence of the night, and entered the de- 
fencelefs city, fword in hand. A general maf- 
facre of the people enfued, v/hild the affrighted 
foldiers efcaped through the oppofite gates of the 
town. The mod holy temples, and the mod 
fplendid edifices , were involved in a common 
deftrucdion. The booty that fell into the hands of 
fche Goths was immenfe: the wealth of the adjae 
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cent countries had been depofited in Trebizond, 
as in a fecure place of refuge. The number of 
captives was incredible , as the victorious barba- 
rians ranged without oppofition through the ex- 
tenfive province of Pontus The rich fpoils 
of Trebizond filled a great fleet of fhips that had 
been found in the port- The robuft youth of the 
fea-coaft were chained to the oar; and the Goths , 
fatisfied with the fuccefs of their firtt naval expe- 
dition , returned in triumph to their new efta- 
blifhments in the kingdom of Bofphorus 

The fecond expedition of the Goths was un- 
dertaken with greater powers of men and fhips; 
but they fleered a different courfe, and, difdain- 
ing the exhaufted provinces of Pontus , followed 
the weftern coaft of the Euxine , paffed before the 
wide mouths of the Boryfthenes, the Niefter , and 
the Danube, and increafing their fleet by the cap- 
ture of a great number of fifhing barks, they ap- 
proached the narrow outlet through which the 
Euxine fea pours its waters into the Mediterran- 
ean, and divides the continent of Europe and 
Afia. The garrifon of Chalcedon was encamped 
near the temple of Jupiter Urius , on a promon- 
tory that commanded the entrance of the Strait; 
and, fo inconflderable were the dreaded invaflons 
of the barbarian:,, that this body of troops fur- 
paffed in number the Gothic army. But it was 
in numbers alone that they furpafled it. They 
deferted with precipitation their advantageous poft, 
and abandoned the town of Chalcedon ; mod 
plentifully ftored with arms and money, to the 
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difcretion of the conquerors. Whilft they hefi- 
tated whether they fhould prefer the fca or land, 
Europe or Afia , for' the fcene of their hoftilities, 
a perfidious fugitive pointed out Nicomedia, once 
the capital of the kings of Bithynia, as a rich 
and eafy conqueft. He guided the march , which 
was only fixty miles from the camp of Chalce- 
don 1,1 , dire&ed the refdllefs attack, and partook 
of the booty ; for the Goths had learned fufficient 
policy to reward the traitor, whom they detefted. 
Nice, Prufa, Apxmxa, Cius , cities that had 
fometimes rivalled, or imitated, the fplendour of 
Nicomedia, were involved in the fame calamity, 
* which, in a few weeks, raged without controul 
through the whole province of Bithynia. Three 
hundred years of peace, enjoyed by the foft in- 
habitants of Afia, had abolilhed the exercife of 
arms , and removed the apprehension of danger. 
The ancient walls were fuffered to moulder away, 
and all the revenue of the mod opulent cities was 
referved for the conftruction of baths , temples , 
and theatres 

When the city of Cyzicus withflood the ut- 
moffc effort of Mithridates 1,4 , it was diftinguifhed 
by wife laws , a naval power of two hundred gal- 
lies, and three arfcnals ; of arms, of military en- 
gines, and of corn ,l5 - It was Bill the feat of 
wealth and luxury; but of its ancient ftrength , 
nothing remained except the fituation , in a little 
ifland of the Propontis, connected with the con- 
tinent of Afia only by two bridges. From the 
recent lack of Prufa, the Goths advanced within 
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Chap, eighteen miles of the city which they had de- 
X. voted to deflrudtion ; but the ruin of Cyzicus was 
delayed by a fortunate accident. The feafon was 
rainy, and the lake Apolloniates , the refervoir of 
all the fprings of Mount Olympus, rofe to an un- 
common height. The little river of Rhyudacus, 
which iffues from the lake, fwelled into a broad 
and rapid flrcam , and flopped the progrefs of the 
Goths. Their retreat to the maritime city of 
Heraclea, where the fleet had probably been fla* 
tioned, was attended by a long train of waggons, 
laden with the fpoils of Bithynia , and was marked 
by the flames of Nice and Nicomedia, which they 
wantonly burnt * 17 . Some obfcure hints are men- 
tioned of a doubtful combat that fecured their 
retreat But even a complete victory would 
have been of little moment, as the approach of 
the autumnal equinox fummoned them to liaflen 
their return. To navigate the Euxine before the 
month of May, or after that of September, is 
elleemed by the modern Turks the mofl unquef- 
tionable inflance of ralhiiefs and folly 
Third na- When we are informed that the third fleet, 
d!tio* l of equipped by the Goths in the ports of Bofphorus, 
the Goths, confifled of five hundred fail of fhips our ready 
imagination inftantly computes and multiplies the 
formidable armament ; but, as we are affured by 
the judicious Strabo 111 , that the piratical veffels 
ufed by the barbarians of Pontus and the Leffer 
Scythia, were not capable of containing more than 
twenty-five or thirty men, we may fafely affirm, 
that fifteen thoufand warriors , at the mofl , 

embarked 
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‘ embarked in this great expedition. Impatient of c H A p. 
the limits of the Euxine, they fleered their deftrudtive ^ 

courfe from the Cimmerian to the Thracian Bof- 
phorus. When they had almofl gained the middle 
of the Straits , they were fuddenly driven back to 
the entrance of them; till a favourable wind Theypaft 
fpringing up the next day, carried them in a few *^ or *" r aB( | 
hours into the placid fea, or rather lake of the ' the Hen*. 
Propontis. Their landing on the little ifland of ff0n *> 
Cyzicus , was attended with the ruin of that ancient 
and noble city. From thence ilTuing again through 
the narrow pafTage of the Hellefpont, they purfued 
their winding navigation amidft the numerous 
iflands fcattered over the Archipelago , or the 
jEgean Sea. The afliftance of captives and deferters 
muff have been very neceffary to pilot their veflels, 
and to diredl their various incurfions , as well on 
the coaft of Greece as on that of Afia. At length 
the Gothic fleet anchored in the port of Piraeus, 
five miles diftant from Athens"’, which had 
attempted to make fome preparations for a vigorous 
defence. Cleodamus, one of the engineers employed 
by the emperor’s orders to fortify the maritime 
cities againft the Goths, had already begun to 
repair the ancient walls fallen to decay fince the 
time of Sylla. The efforts of his fkill were inefi 
fe&ual , and the barbarians became mailers of the 
native feat of the mufes and the arts. But while 
the conquerors abandoned themfelves to the licence 
of plunder and intemperance, their fleet, that lay 
•with a flender guard in the harbour of Piraeus, 
was unexpededly attacked by the brave Dexip- 
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Chap, pus, --who, flying with the engineer Cleodamtis 
x. from the fack of Athens, colle&ed a hafly band 
of volunteers, peafants as well as foldiers, and in 
fome meafure avenged the calamities of his coun- 

. . IS) 

tr y • 

«»»?• But this exploit, whatever luftre it might flied 

an" threat- on declining age of Athens, ferved rather to 
•a Italy. irritate than to fubdue the undaunted fpirit of 
the northern invaders. A general conflagration 
blazed out at the fame time in every diftridt of 
Oreece. Thebes and Argos, Corinth and Sparta, 
which had formerly waged fuch memorable wars 
againft each other, were now unable to bring an 
army into the field, or even to defend their ruin- 
ed fortifications. The rage of war, both by land 
and byfea,fpread from the eaftern point of Sunium 
to the weftern coaft of Epirus. The Goths had 
already advanced within fight of Italy , when the 
approach of fuch imminent danger awakened the 
N indolent Gallienus from his dream of pleafure. 
The emperor appeared in arms ; and his prefence 
feems to have checked the ardour, and to have 
<5Veir au divided the ftrength , of the enemy. Naulobatus , 
vifiomand a chief of the Heruli , accepted an honourable 
r«treM. capitulation , entered with a large body of his 
countrymen into the fervice of Rome, and was 
inverted with the ornaments of the confular dignity, 
which had never before been profaned by the hands 
of a barbarian 114 . Great numbers of the Goths, 
difgufted with the perils and hardfhips of a tedious 
voyage, broke into Msefia, with a defign of 
forcing their way over the Danube to their fet- 


Digitized t 



o 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 355 

dements in the Ukraine. The wild attempt would chap. 
have proved inevitable deftrudion, if the difcord jt. 
of the Roman generals had not opened to the bar- 
barians the means of aij efcape"'. The fmall 
remainder of this deftroying holt returned on board 
their veflels ; and meafuring back their way through 
the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus, ravaged in their 
paflage the Ihores of Troy, whofe fame, immor- 
talized by Homer, will probably furvive the me* 

• mory of the Gothic conquefts. As foon as they 
found themfclves in fafety within the bafon of the 
Euxine, they landed at Anchialus in Thrace, near 
the foot of Alount Hsemus; and, after all their 
toils, indulged themfelves in the ufe of thofe 
pleafant and falutary hot baths. What remained 
of the voyage was a fhort and eafy navigation 11 *. 

Such was the various fate of this third and greateft 
of their naval enterprifes. It may feem difficult 
to conceive, how the original body of fifteen 
thoufand warriors could fuftain the lodes and di- 
vifions of fo bold an adventure. But as their 
numbers were gradually wafted by the fword, by 
fhipwrecks, and by the influence of a warm cli- 
mate, they were perpetually renewed by troops of 
banditti and deferters, who flocked to the ftand- 
ard of plunder, and by a crowd of fugitive flaves, 
often of German or Sarmatian extraction , who 
eagerly feized the glorious opportunity of free** 
dom and revenge. In thefe expeditions , the Go- 
thic nation claimed a fuperior ftiare of honour 
and danger; but the tribes that fought under thf 
Gothic banners,. are fometimes diftinguiflied and 
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fometimes confounded in the imperfedt hiftoriea 
of that age ; and as the barbarian fleets feemed 
to iflue from the mouth of the Tanais, the vague 
but familiar appellation of Scythians was fre- 
quently bellowed on the mixt multitude" 7 . 

In the general calamities of mankind, the death 
of an individual , however exalted , the ruin of an 
edifice, however famous, are palled over with 
carclefs inattention. Yet we cannot forget that 
the temple of Diana at Ephefus, after having 
rifen with increafing fplendour from feven re- 
peated misfortunes"', was finally Jaurnt by the 
Goths in their third naval invafion. The arts of 
Greece, and the wealth of Alia, had confpired to 
ere 61 that facred and magnificent ftructure. It 
was fupported by an hundred and twenty-feven 
marble columns of the Ionic order. They were 
the gifts of devout monarchs , and each -was fixty 
feet high. The altar was adorned with the maf- 
terly fculptures of Praxiteles, who had, perhaps, 
fele&ed from the favourite legends of the place 
the birth of the divine children of Latona, the 
concealment of Apollo after the (laughter of the 
Cyclops , and the clemency of Bacchus to the 
vanquiflied Amazons Yet the length of the 
temple of Ephefus was only four hundred and 
twenty-five feet, about two-thirds of the ineafure 
of the church of St. Peter’s at Rome"*. In the 
other dimenfions it was dill more inferior to 
that fublime produdtion of modern architedlure. 
The fpreading arms of a Chriftian crofs require a 
much greater breadth than the oblong temples 
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of the Pagans; and the bolded artids of anti- 
quity would have been dartled at the propofal of 
tailing in the air a dome of the fize and propor* 
tions of the pantheon. The temple of Diana was, 
however, admired as one of the wonders of the 
world. Succedive empires , the Perfian , the Ma- 
cedonian , and the Roman , had revered its fan&ity, 
and enriched its fplendour I,t . But the rude favages 
of the Baltic were deditute of a tade for the elegant 
arts, and they defpifed the ideal terrors of a foreign 
fuperdition "\ 

Another circumdance is related of thefe invafions, 
which might deferve our notice , were it not judly 
to be fufpedled as the fanciful conceit of a recent 
fophid. We are told, that in the fack of Athens 
the Goths had collected all the libraries, and were 
on the point of fetting fire to this funeral pile of 
Grecian learning, had not oue of their chiefs, of 
more refined policy than his brethren, dilfuaded 
them from the defign ; by the profound obfervation, 
that as long as the Greeks were addidled to the 
dudy of books, they would never apply themfelves 
to the exercife of arms I, \ The fagacious counfellor 
(fhould the truth of the fa<d be admitted) reafoned 
like an ignorant barbarian. In the mod polite and 
powerful nations , genius of every kind has difplayed 
itfelf about the fame period; and the age of fcience 
has generally been the age of military virtue and 
fuccefs. 

IV. The new fovereigns of Perfia , Artaxerxes 
and his fon Sapor, had triumphed (as we have 
aljready feen ) over the houfe of Arfaces. Of th e 
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chap, many princes of that ancient race , Chofroes , king 
* X. of Armenia, had alone preferved both his life 
and his independence. He defended himfelf by the 
natural ftrength of his country; by the perpetual 
refort of fugitives and malecontents ; by the alliance 
of the Romans, and, above all, by his own courage. 
Invincible in arms , during a thirty years war , he 
was at length aflafTinated by the emiflaries of Sapor 
king of Perfia. The patriotic fatraps of Armenia, 
who aflerted the freedom and dignity of the crown, 
implored the protection of Rome in favour of 
Tiridates the lawful heir. But the fon of Chofroes 
was an infant, the allies were at a didance, and 
the Perfian monarch advanced towards the frontier 
at the head of an irrefiftible force. Young Tiridates, 
the future hope of his country, was faved by the 
fidelity of a fervant, and Armenia continued above 
twenty- feven years a relu&ant province of the 
great monarchy of Perfia” 4 ., Elated with this 
eafy conqueft, and prefuming on the diftrefies or 
the degeneracy of the Romans , Sapor obliged the 
ftrong garrifons of Carrhae and Nifibis to furrender, 
and fpread devaluation arid terror on either fide 
of the Euphrates. 

VaierUti The lofs of an important frontier, the ruin of 

man het a an d natural ally , and the rapid fuccefs 

inrothQ , 1 • • ri' n , T* . 

E a ft. of Sapors ambition, affected Rome with a deep 
fenfe of the infrilt as well as of the danger. Valerian 
flattered himfelf, that the vigilance of his lieutenants 
would fufficiently provide for the fafety of the Rhine 
and of the Danube; but he refolved, notwithftanding 
his advanced age , to march in perfon to the defence 
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of the Euphrates. During his progrefs through Afia i 
Minor, the naval enterprifcs of the Goths were 
fufpended , and the afflidted province enjoyed a 
tranfientand fallacious calm. He palled theEuphrates, 
encountered the Perfian monarch near the walls of 
EdelTa, was vanquilhed and taken prifoner by 
Sapor. The particulars of this great event are darkly 
andimperfedtly reprefented; yet, by the glimmering 
light which is afforded us, we may difeover along 
feries of imprudence , of error , and of deferved 
misfortunes on the fide of the Roman emperor. 
He repofed an implicit confidence in Macrianus , 
his Praetorian prefect That worthlefs miniller 
rendered his mafter formidable only to the opprelf- 
ed fubjedls , and contemptible to the enemies of 
Rome I5 ‘. By his weak or wicked counfels, the 
Imperial army was betrayed into a fituation , 
where valour and military /kill were equally un- 
availing I!7 . The vigorous attempt of die Romans 
to cut their way through the Perfian hoft, was 
repulfed with great {laughter'”; and Sapor , who 
encompalfed the camp with fuperior numbers , 
patiently waited till the increafing rage of famine 
and peftilence had enfured his vidlory. The licen- 
tious murmurs of the legions foon accufed Vale- 
rian as the caufe of their calamities ; their Sediti- 
ous clamours demanded an inftant capitulation. 
An immenfe fum of gold was offered to purchafe 
the permiflion of a difgraceful retreat. ButthePerft- 
an, confcious of his fuperiority , refufed the money 
with difdain; and detaining the deputies, advanced in 
order of batde to the foot of the Roman raqapart# 
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anc! infilled on a perfonal conference with the 
emperor. Valerian was reduced to the necefTity of 
intruding his life and dignity to the faith of an 
enemy. The interview ended as it was natural to 
exped. The emperor was made a prifoner, and 
his aflonilhed troops laid down their arms”’ . In 
fuch a moment of triumph , the pride and policy 
of Sapor prompted him to fill the vacant throne 
with a fuccelfor entirely dependent on his pleafure. 
Cyriades , an obfcure fugitive of Antioch , ftained 
with every vice, was chofen to dilhonour the 
Roman purple; and the will of the Perfian vidtoj 
could not fail of being ratified by the acclamations, 
however reludant, of the captive army ,4 °. 

The Imperial Have was eager to fecure the favour 
of his mailer, by an ad of treafon to his native 
country. He conduded Sapor over the Euphrates, 
arid by the way of Chalcis to the metropolis of 
the Eall. So rapid were the motions of the Perfian 
cavalry, that, if we may credit a very judicious 
hiftorian 141 , the city of Antioch was furprifed 
when the idle multitude was fondly gazing on the 
amufements of the theatre. The fplendid buildings 
t>f Antioch , private as well as public , were either 
pillaged or dellroyed ;and the numerous inhabitants 
were put to thefword, or led away into captivity 1 41 . 
The tide of devallation was flopped for a moment 
by the refolution of the high priefb of Emefa. Array- 
ed in his facerdotal robes , he appeared at the head 
of a great body of fanatic peafants , armed only with 
flings ,and defended his god and his property from * 
the facrilegious hands of the followers of Zoro- 
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after 141 . But the ruin of Tarfus,and of many other c 
cities, furnilhes a melancholy proof that, except 
in this lingular inftance, the conqueft of Syria and 
Cilicia fcarcely interrupted the progrefs of the 
Perfian arms. The advantages of the narrow pafles 
of mount Taurus were abandoned, in which an 
invader, whofe principal force confifted in his 
cavalry , would have been engaged in a very 
unequal combat : and Sapor was permitted to 
form the fiege of Caefarea, the capital of Cappadocia; 
a city , though of the fecond rank , which was fup- 
pofed to contain four hundred thoufand inhabitants. 
Demofthenes commanded in the place, not fo 
much by the commiflion of the emperor, as in the 
voluntary defence of his country. For a long time 
he deferred its fate; and, when at laft Cxfarea 
was betrayed by the perfidy of a phyfician , he 
cut his way through the Perfians , who had been 
ordered to exert their utmoft diligence to take him 
alive. This heroic chief efcaped the power of a 
4 foe, who might either have honoured or punifiied 
his obftinate valour; but many thoufands of his 
fellow-citizens were involved in a general maflacre, 
and Sapor is accufed of treating his prifoners with 
wanton and unrelenting cruelty ,4 \ Much fhould 
undoubtedly be allowed for national animofity, 
much for humbled pride and impotent revenge; 
yet, upon the whole, it is certain, that the fame 
prince, who, in Armenia, had difplayed the mild 
afpetftof a legifiator, Ihewed himfelf to the Romans 
under the ftern features of a conqueror. He defpaired 
of making any permanent eftablilhment in the 
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empire, and fought only to leave behind him a, 
•wafted defert, whilft he tranfported into Perfia the 
people and the treafures of the provinces 145 . 

At the time when the Eaft trembled at the name 
of Sapor, he received a prefent not unworthy of 
the greateft kings; a long train of camels laden 
with the moft rare and valuable merchandifes. The 
rich offering was accompanied with an epiftle , 
refpedful but not fervile, from Odenathus, one of 
the nobleft and moft opulent fenators of Palmyra. 
“ Who is this Odenathus ( faid the haughty vidor, 
“ and he commanded that the prefents fhould be 
“ call into the Euphrates), that he thus infolently 
<c prefumes to write to his lord ? If he entertains 
<c a hope of mitigating his punilhment, let him 
<c fall proftrate before the foot of our throne with 
“ his hands bound behind his back. Should he 
* c hefitate , fwift deftrudion fhall be poured on 
* his head, on his whole race, and on his 
“ country ,4 ‘.” The defperate extremity to which 
the Palmyrenian was reduced, called into adion 
all the latent powers of his foul. He met Sapor ; 
but he met him in arms. Infuftng his own fpirit 
into a little army colleded from the villages of 
Syria 14 ', and the tents of the defert 14 ‘ , he 
hovered round the Pcrftan hoft , haraffed their 
retreat, carried off part of the treafure, and , what 
was dearer than any - treafure, feveral of -the 
women of the Great King ; who was at laft 
obliged to repafs the Euphrates with fome marks of 
hafte and confufion 144 . By this exploit, Odenathus 
laid the foundations of his future fame and fortunes. 
\ 
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The majefty of Rome, opprefTed by a Perfian, 
was protected by a Syrian or Arab of Palmyra. 

The voice of hiftorv, which is often little more 
than the organ of hatred or flattery, reproaches Sapor 
with a proud abufe of the rights of conqueft. We are 
told that Valerian, in chains, but inverted with 
the Imperial purple, was expofed to the multitude, 
a conrtant fpectacle of fallen greatnefs; and that 
whenever thePerfian monarch mounted on horfeback, 
he placed his foot on the neck of a Roman emperor. 
Notwithftanding all the remonftrances of his al- 
lies , who repeatedly advifed him to remember the 
viciflitude of fortune, to dread the returning power 
of Rome, and to make his illuftrious captive the 
pledge of peace, not the objed of infult , Sapor ftill 
remained inflexible. AVhen Valerian funk under the 
weight of fhame and grief , hisfkin, fluffed with 
ftraw , and formed into the likenefs of a human 
figure , was preferved for ages in the mod celebrated 
temple ofPerfia; a more real monument of triumph, 
than the fancied trophies of brafs and marble fo often 
erected by Roman vanity”*. The tale is moral and 
pathetic , but the truth of it may very fairly be 
called in queftion. The letters ftill extant from 
the princes of the Eaft to Sapor, are manifeft 
forgeries ; nor is it natural to fuppofe that a 
jealous monarch fhould , even in the perfon of a 
rival , thus publicly degrade the majefty of kings. 
Whatever treatment the unfortunate Valerian might 
experience in Perfia, it is at leaft certain, that the 
only emperor of Rome who had ever fallen into the 
hands of the enemy, languifhed away his life in 
hopelefs captivity. 
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The emperor Gallienus, who had long fupported 
with impatience the cenforial feverity of his father 
and colleague, received the intelligence of his 
misfortune with fecret pleafure and avowed indif- 
ference. “ I knew that my father was a mortal,” 
faid he , “ and fince he has aded as becomes a 
“ brave man, I am fatisfied. ” Whilft Rome 
lamented the fate of her fovereign , the favage 
coldnefs of his fon was extolled by the fervile 
courtiers, as the perfed firmnefs of an hero and 
a ftoic *’*. It is difficult to paint the light, the 
various, the inconftant charader of Gallienus, 
which he difplayed without conftraint, as foon as 
he became foie poffeflor of the empire. In every 
art that he attempted, his lively genius enabled 
him to fuccecd ; and as his genius was deflitute 
of judgment, he attempted every art , except the 
important ones of war and government. He was 
a mafter of feveral curious but ufelefs fciences , a 
ready orator, an elegant poet a fkilful gardener, 
an excellent cook, and a moft contemptible prince. 
When the great emergencies of the ftate required 
his prefence and attention , he was engaged in 
converfation with the philofopher Plotinus* 54 , 
wafting his time in trifling or licentious pleafures, 
preparing his initiation to the Grecian myfteries , 
or foliciting a place in the Areopagus of Athens. 
Hisprofufe magnificence infulted the general pover- 
ty; the folemn ridicule of his triumphs imprefTed a 
deeper fenfe of the public difgrace * 55 . The repeated 
intelligence of invafions, defeats, and rebellions , 
he received with a carelefs fmile ; and Angling out. 
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•with affected contempt, fome particular produ&ion 
of the loft province, he carelefsly afked , whether 
Rome rauft be ruined, unlefs it was fupplied with 
linen from Egypt , and Arras cloth from Gaul ? 
There were , however , a few fliort moments in 
the life of Gallienus, when, exafperated by fome 
recent injury, he fuddenly appeared the intrepid 
foldier, and the cruel tyrant; till fatiated with 
blood , or fatigued by refiftance , he infenfibly 
funk into the natural mildnefs and indolence of 
his charafter ,w . 

At a time when the reins of government were 
held with fo loofe a hand, it is not furpriling, 
that a crowd of ufurpers ftiould ftart up in every 
province of the empire againft the fon ofValerian. 
It was probably fome ingenious fancy, of compar- 
ing the thirty tyrants of Rome with the thirty 
tyrants of Athens, that induced the writers of the 
Auguftan h‘ftory to feled that celebrated number, 
which has been gradually received into a popular 
appellation But in every light the parallel is 
idle and defe&ive. What refemblance can we 
difeover between a council of thirty perfons, the 
united oppreffors of a fingle city, and an uncer- 
tain lift of independent rivals, who rofe and fell 
in irregular fucceffion through the extent of a vaft 
empire? Nor can the number of thirty be com- 
pleted , unlefs we include in the account the 
women and children who were honoured with the 
Imperial title. The reign of Gallienus, diftradted as' 
it was , produced only nineteen pretenders to the 
throne; Cyriadcs, Macri.anus, Balifta, Odenatbus,' 
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and Zenobia in the eaft; in Gaul, and the weftern 
provinces, Pofthumus, Lollianus , Victorious and 
his mother Victoria, Marius, and Tetricus, In 
Illyricum and the confines of thg Danube, Inge- 
nuus, Regillianus , and Aureolus; in Pontus 
Saturninus; in Ifauria, Trebellianus ; Pifo in Thef- 
faly ; Valens in Achaia; jEmilianus in Egypt; and 
Celfus in Africa. To illuftrate the obfcure monu- 
ments of the life and death of each individual, 
■would prove a laborious tafk , alike barren of 
inftruCtion and of amufement. We may content 
ourfelves with inveftigating fome general charact- 
ers, that molt ftrongly mark the condition of the 
times, and the manners of the men, their preten- 
fions, their motives, their fate, and the deflruCtivc 
confequences of their ufurpation 

It is fufficiently known, that the odious appella- 
tion of Tyrant was often employed by the ancients 
to exprefs the illegal feizure of fuprcme power , 
without any reference to the abufe of it. Several 
of the pretenders , who railed the flandard of 
rebellion againlt the emperor Gallienus , were 
fhining models of virtue, and almoft all' poflelTed 
a confiderable fhare of vigour and ability. Their 
merit had recommended them to the favour of 
Valerian, and gradually promoted them to the 
mod important commands of the empire. The 
generals, who aflumed the title of Auguftus, were 
either refpeCted by their troops for their able 
conduCl and fevere difeipline , or admired for 
Valour and fuccefs in war, or beloved for franknefs 
and generofity. The field of victory was often 
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the fcene of their election; and even the armourer chap. 
Marius, the moll contemptible of all the candi- x. 
dates for the purple, -was diftinguifhed however 
by. intrepid courage, matchlefs flrength, and blunt 
honefty ***. His mean and recent trade caft indeed 
an air of ridicule on his elevation; but his birth 
could not be more obfcure than was that of the Xheir ob _ 
greater part of his rivals , who were born of fcure bmir. 
peafants , and infilled in the army as private 
foldiers. In times of confufion, every adtive genius 
finds the place afligned him by Nature: in a 
general ftate of war, military merit is the road 
to glory and to greatnefs. Of the nineteen tyrants, 

Tctricus only was a fenator; Pifo alone was a 
noble. The blood of Numa, through twenty-eight 
fucceflive generations , ran in the veins of 
Calphurnius Pifo who, by female alliances, 
claimed a right of exhibiting, in his houfe , the 
images of Craflus and of the great Pompey 
His anceftors had been repeatedly dignified with 
all the honours which the commonwealth could 
beftow , and of all the ancient families of Rome, 
the Calphurnian alone had furvived the tyranny 
of the Caefars. The perfonal qualities of Pifo added 
new lullre to his race. The ufurper Valens, by 
-whofe order he was killed , confefled , with deep 
remorfe , that even an enemy ought to have 
xefpedted the fandlity of Pifo ; and although he 
died in arms againft Gallienus, the fenate , with 
the emperor’s generous permillion , decreed the 
triumphal ornament? to the memory of fo virtu- 
ous a rebel 
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The lieutenants of Valerian were grateful to 
the father, whom they efteemed. They difdained 
to ferve the luxurious indolence of his unworthy 
fon. The throne of the Roman world was unfup- 
ported by any principle of loyalty; and treafon, 
againft fuch a prince, might eafily be confidered 
as patriotifm to the Hate. Yet if we examine with 
candour the condudt of thefe ufurpers , it will 
appear, that they were much oftener driven into 
rebellion by their fears, than urged to it by their 
ambition. They dreaded the cruel fufpicions of 
Gallienus ; they equally dreaded the capricious 
violence of their troops. If the dangerous favour of 
the army had imprudently declared them deferving 
of the purple, they were marked for fure deftruc- 
tion; and even prudence would counfel them, to 
fecure a fhort enjoyment of empire, and rather to 
try the fortune of 'war, than to expedt the hand 
of an executioner. When the clamour of the foldiers 
inverted the reludlant vidtims with the enfigns of 
fovereign authority, they fometimes mourned in 
fecret their approaching fate. “ You have loft,” 
•faid Saturninus, on the day of his elevation , “ you 
have loft an ufeful commander, and you have 
<c made a very wretched emperor ” 

The apprehenfions of Saturninus were juftified 
by the repeated experience of revolutions. Of the 
nineteen tyrants who ftarted up under the reign 
of Gallienus, there was not one who enjoyed a 
life of peace, or a natural death. As foon as they 
■were inverted with the bloody purple, they infpired 
their adherents with the fame fears and ambition 

which 
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which had occafioned their own revolt. Encom- 
pafTed with domeftic confpiracy , military Sedition, 
and civil war, they trembled on the edge ofpre* 
cipices, in which, after a longer or fliorter term 
of anxiety , 'they were inevitably loft. Thefe pre- 
carious monarchs received, however, fuch honours, 
as the flattery of their refpedive armies and pro- 
vinces could beftow; but their claim, founded on 
rebellion , could never obtain the fandion of law 
or hiftory. Italy, Rome, and the fenate, conftantly 
adhered to the caufe of Gallienus, and he alone 
was confidered as the fovereign of the empire. 
That prince condescended indeed to acknowledge 
the vidorious arms of Odenathus, who deferved 
the honourable diftindion, by the refpedful conduct 
which he always maintained towards the fon of 
Valerian. With the general applaufe of the Ro- 
mans , and the confent of Gallienus, the fenate 
conferred the title of Auguftus on the brave 
Palmyrenian ; and feemed to intruft him with the 
government of the Eaft, which he already pof* 
felled, in fo independent a manner, that, like a 
private fucceflion , he bequeathed it to his illuf- 
trious widow Zenobia 14 ’. 

The rapid and perpetual tranfitions from the 
cottage to the throne, and from the throne to 
the grave, might have amufed an indifferent 
philofopher ; were it poflible for a philofopher 
to remain indifferent amidft the general calamities 
of human kind. The eledion of thefe precarious 
emperors, their power and their death, were 
equally deftrudive to their fubjeds and adherent*. 
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II a p. The price of their fatal elevation was inftantly 
x. difcharged to the troops, by animmenfe donative, 
drawn from the bowels of the exhauded people. 
However virtuous was their charader, however 
pure their intentions, they found themfelves reduced 
to the hard neceflity of fupporting their ufurpation 
by frequent ads of rapine and cruelty. When they 
fell , they involved armies and provinces in their 
fall. There is dill extant a mod favage mandate 
from Gallienus to one of his miniders, after the 
fuppredion of Ingenuus, who had afTumed the 
purple in Illyricum. “ It is not enough , ” fays 
that foft but inhuman prince , <c that you exter- 
ct minate fuch as have appeared in arms: the 
“ chance of battle might have ferved me as effec- 
“ tually. The male fex of every age mud be 
“ extirpated ; provided that, in the execution of 
tc the children and old men, you can contrive 
<e means to fave our reputation. Let every one 
“ die who has droptan expreffion , who has enter- 
<c tained a thought againd me , againd me , the 
<c fon of Valerian, the father and brother of fo 
“ many princes Remember that Ingenuus was 
“ made emperor: tear, kill, hew in pieces. I 
C{ write to you with my own hand , and would 
tc infpire you with my own feelings 147 . ” Whilft 
the public forces of the date were diilipated in 
private quarrels , the defencelefs provinces lay 
expofed to every invader.' The braved ufurpers 
were compelled, by the perplexity of their dtuation, 
to conclude ignominious treaties with the common 
enemy , to purchafe with oppreffive tributes the 
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neutrality or fervices of the barbarians , and to 
introduce hoftile and independent nations into the 
heart of the Roman monarchy 

Such were the barbarians, and fuch the tyrants, 
who, under fhe reigns of Valerian and Gallienus, 
difmembered the provinces and reduced the empire 
to the lowed pitch of difgraceand ruin, from whence 
it feemed impoflible that it Ihould ever emerge. As 
far as the barrennefs of materials would permit, we 
have attempted to trace , with order and pcrfpipuity, 
the general events, of that calamitous period. There 
ftill remain fome particular fads ; I. The diforders 
of Sicily ; II. The tumults of Alexandria ; and , 
III. The rebellion of the Ifaurians, which may ferve 
to reflect a drong light on the horrid pidture. 

I. Whenever numerous troops of banditti, mul- 
tiplied by fuccefs and impunity, publicly defy. indead 
of eluding the jufticc of their country , we may fafely 
infer, that the exceflive weaknefs of the government 
is felt and abufed by the lowed ranks of tire commu- 
nity. The fituation of Sicily prefcrved it from the 
barbarians ; nor could the difarmed province have 
fupported an ufurper. The fufferings of that once 
flourilhing and dill fertile ifland , were inflicted by 
bafer hands. A licentious crowd of flaves and pcafants 
reigned for a while over the plundered country , 
and renewed the memory of the fervile wars of 
more ancient times"'. Devaftations, of which the 
hulbandman was either the victim or the accomplice, 
mull have ruined the agriculture of Sicily ; and as 
the principal eftates were the property of the.opulent 
fenatois of Rome, who often enclofed within, a farm 
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the territory of an old republic, it is not improbable, 
that this private injury might affedi the capital more 
deeply, than ajl the conquefts of the Goths or the 
Perlians. 

II. The foundation of Alexandria was a noble 
defign , at once conceived and executed by the foil 
of Philip. The beautiful and regular form of that 
great city, fecond only to Rome itfelf, comprehended 
a circumference of fifteen miles' 7 *; it was peopled by 
three- hundred thoufand free inhabitants , befides at 
leaft an equal number of flaves ,7 \ The lucrative 
trade of Arabia and India flowed through the port 
of Alexandria to the capital and provinces of the 
empire. Idlenefs was unknown. Some were employ- 
ed in blowing of glafs, others in weaving of linen, 
others again in manufacturing the papyrus. Either 
fex, and every age , was engaged in the purfuits of 
induftry, nor did even the blind er the lame want oc- 
cupations fuited to their condition'”. But the people 
of Alexandria , a various mixture of nations , united 
the vanity and inconftancy of the Greeks , with the 
fuperftition and obflinacy of the Egyptians. The 
mod trifling occaflon, a tranfient fcarcity of flefh 
or lentils, the negleCt of an accultomed falutation, 
a miftake of precedency in the public baths , or even 
a religious difpute*”, were at any time fufficient to 
-kindle a fedition among that vaft multitude , whofe 
refentments were furious and implacable 174 . After the 
captivity of Valerian and the infolence of his fon had 
relaxed the authority of the laws , the Alexandrians 
abandoned themfelves to the ungoverned rage of 
their paflions , and their unhappy country was the 
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theatre oFa civil war, which continued (with a few 
fhort and fufpicious truces) above twelve years I7 ‘. 
All intercourfe was cut off between the feveral 
quarters of the affli&ed city, every flreet was polluted 
with blood , every building of ftrength converted 
into a citadel; nor did the tumults fubfide, till a 
confiderable part of Alexandria was irretrievably 
ruined. The fpacious and magnificent diftrid of 
Bruchion , with its palaces and mufaeum , the 
refidence of the kings and philofophers of Egypt, 
isdefcribed above a century afterwards , as already 
reduced to its prefent ftate of dreary folitude I7 *» 
III. The obfcure rebellion of Trebellianus , who 
affumed the purple in Ifauria, a petty province of 
Afia Minor, was attended with ftrange and me- 
morable confequences. The pageant of royalty 
was foon deftroyed by an officer of Gallienus; 
but his followers, defpairing of mercy , refolved 
to fliake off their allegiance , not only to the 
emperor, but to the empire, and fuddenly returned 
to the favage manners , from which they had never 
perfedtly been reclaimed. Their craggy rocks, a 
branch of the wide -extended Taurus, protected 
their inacceflible retreat. The tillage of fomc fertile 
vallies 177 fupplied them with neceflaries, and a 
habit of rapine with the luxuries of life. In the 
heart of the Roman monarchy ,, the Ifaurians 
long continued a nation of wild barbarians. Suc- 
ceeding princes, unable to reduce them to obedience 
cither by arms or policy, were compelled to 
acknowledge their weaknefs , by furrounding the 
hoflile and independent fpot , with a ftrong chain 
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of fortifications which often proved infuflficient 

to reftrain the incurfions of thefe domellic foes. 
The Ifaurians , gradually extending their territory 
to the fea-coaft, fubdued the weftern and moun- 
tainous part of Cilicia , formerly the nefl of thofe 
daring pirates , againftwhom the republic had once 
been obliged to exert its utmoft force, under the 
condudt of the great Pompey ,7 \ 

Our habits of thinking fo fondly conned; the 
order of the univerfe with the fate of man , that 
this gloomy period of hiftory has been decorated 
with inundations , earthquakes , uncommon me- 
teors , preternatural darknefs , and a crowd of 
prodigies fiditious or exaggerated But a long 
and general famine was a calamity of a moreferious 
kind. It was the inevitable confequence of rapine 
and bppreffion , which extirpated the produce of 
the prefent, and the hope of future harvefls. 
Famine is almoft always followed by epidemical 
difeafes , the effect ol fcanty and unwholefome 
food. Other caufes mull however have contributed 
to the furious plague , which , from the year two 
hundred and fif r y, to the year two hundred and 
fixty-five; raged without interruption in every 
province, every city, and almoff every family, 
of the Roman empire. During fome time five 
t thoufand perfons died daily in Rome } and many 
towns,, that had efcaped the hands of the barba- 
rians, were. entirely depopulated"'. 

Diminn- We have the knowledge of a very curious cir- 
tion of the cumflance, of fome ufe perhaps in the melancholy 
facies. calculation of human calamities. An exad regiftcr 
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was kept at Alexandria , of all the citizens entitled chap. 
to receive the diftribution of corn. It was found , x. 
that the ancient number of thofe comprifed between 
the ages of forty and feventy , had been equal to 
the whole fum of claimants , from fourteen to 
fourfcore years of age , who remained alive after 
the reign of Gallienus I, \ Applying this authentic 
fatft to the rhoft corredt tables of mortality , it 
evidently proves, that above half the people of 
Alexandria had perilhed ; and could we venture 
to extend the analogy to the other provinces, we 
might fufpedt , that war, peftileuce , and famine, 
had confumed , in a few years , the moiety of 
the human fpecies ***. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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